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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
All people are made in
God's image. You are
invited to continue your
faith journey with us.

From Amy...

APRIL 2018

Beloved,
“There is nothing like that first snow of April.” said No One. Is anyone else
staring out their window and feeling slightly grumpy at the first snow of April? It
is supposed to be spring. Yesterday was Easter and Christ is resurrected. Why
is it snowing?!?!?! For those of you who want to remind this Texas girl that we
are in New England, I hear you!
The truth is, I am ready for spring after these long days of winter. I am ready for
sunshine and flowers and birds chirping. I am ready to pack away my sweaters
and jackets. I am ready to walk outside in the sunshine. It is Easter and Easter
should mean that spring is FINALLY here.
I wonder if the disciples felt the same way after that first Easter morning? I
wonder if they felt grumpy waiting in that upper room and wondering how
everything was going to sort itself out? I suspect they were wondering where
Jesus was and what was going to change? The truth is that resurrection takes
time if you are not Jesus. Resurrection is the slow process of becoming the
Beloved Community, the slow process of growing together, of acting out our
faith, of standing for justice. Change happens slowly - resurrection takes time.
We all have those days when we feel discouraged. We all have those days
when the snow is falling and we sigh our deep sighs.
During this season of Lent, we have marched and protested and worked
together to dream a world into existence where our children and youth do not
have to feel afraid in their schools. We have been joined by other faith
communities and other community members. You did that! We are working
together to widen our welcome. At SACC, we know that everyone is welcome
but we are working to make sure those outside the SACC community know
they are welcomed exactly as they are, for like us they too are God’s beloved.
In the coming weeks, we will be talking about Revolutionary Love and how
something as simple and difficult as Love changes everything. Please join us.
Additionally, I will be hosting office hours at Boston Bean House on Tuesdays
during the month of April from 8-10. I would love to see you, share a cup of
coffee and chat. I will also be sending out a survey asking you about some
book study ideas. I want to hear from you. Would you take a couple of minutes
to let me know what you are thinking?
Just as spring is already here, even if it is hiding under a layer of snow;
resurrection is among us. Let’s look for it together, point it out when we see it,
and continue doing revolutionary love.
Rev Amy
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From the Diaconate
At our Deacon’s meeting in March we
discussed issues related to the service
and finalized the plans for the Lenten
season services. Palm Sunday service
will be on March 25th at 10:30am,
followed by the Maundy Thursday
service March 29th at 7:00 pm, and then
the Easter Sunrise service at 6:00am on
the hill behind the School Street
firehouse, the Easter morning pot luck
breakfast from 7:00 to 9:00, and our
traditional Easter service at 10:30.
It was also decided, in conjunction with
the Congregational Board, that Amy’s
Installation Service will be held on
September 23rd, the week after Rally
Sunday.
Regarding the service, we had a
discussion on how we do communion
and whether we should switch to a
gluten free, alcohol free communion.
The consensus was we will continue
having wine and regular bread and will
also continue to offer grape juice and
gluten free bread. One change that will
be put in place is that there will be one
deacon who serves only gluten free
bread so there is no confusion regarding
who is serving what type of bread.
Several ushering and greeting matters
were discussed as well, and it was
agreed that we need to give the greeters
better directions on how to address new
attendees/visitors and provide them with
information on child care/Sunday school/
etc. There was also some discussion on
how the collection of offerings is being
done and if there is a better way to do it.

We will work on revising the letters sent
to those who are going to be ushers or
greeters.
Amy told us she was revising the layout
of the bulletin inset describing the
various ongoing and upcoming SACC
activities. Those changes have since
been made and I hope you all noticed
them last week. I think they are a great
change and better reflect who we are.
Along those same lines, it was also
decided we would acquire a rainbow flag
to display outside the church
As always, if there are any issues or
needs you wish to bring to the attention
of the deacons you can contact your
assigned deacon (see below) or let me
know
at
DeaconChair@SouthActonCC.org
or
(978) 264-3274
Respectfully submitted,
Peter Babcock
Diaconate
Chair

Deacon
Amber Klauer
Martha Rounds
Bob Van Meter
Judy Hodge
Laurie Thibodeau
Angela Aaronson
Steve Hadden

Last
Names
A&B
C&E
D, F & G
H thru K
L thru N
O thru S
T thru Z

Pledging Made Easy, Take Two
I would like to share with
you how I take care of my
annual pledge to SACC.
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If you do any kind of
online bill paying, you can
set
up
automatic
payments to SACC. I set
up automatic payments
for
every
other
week. The same amount
gets sent directly to
SACC from my bank
every two weeks – that
way I never miss a

payment and I don’t have
to think about it at all! I
feel funny because when
they 'pass the plate' I
don't put anything in it,
but that's okay.
This way of paying our
pledge is great for our
church because it insures
that our beloved church
receives the money it
needs to function on a
regular basis. You don't
need to remember to

write a check or put cash
in an envelope. Once
you set it up, you never
need to think about it at
all.
Please consider
changing how you pay
SACC by setting up
online payments.
Any
questions, please feel
free to ask me.
~Pam Rogers

Congregational Board News
Six members of the congregation
attended the UCC Super Saturday
on March 17 out in Wilbraham. The
main speaker at the morning worship
was Jacqui Lewis - The Rev.
Jacqueline J. Lewis, Ph.D. is Senior
Minister, at the Middle Collegiate
Church, in the East Village of
Manhattan. She is the first AfricanAmerican and the first woman to
serve a Collegiate Church as senior
minister.
She was an amazing
speaker, so down to earth and
inspiring.
If you ever have the
chance to hear her speak, jump on
it.
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We attended some great workshops.
I attended one about Marketing Your
Church and you will be hearing more
about what I learned as we hopefully
put some of it into practice :).
Anyone in the congregation can
attend these Super Saturdays - they
are held in March and October.
Please think about it next time a
Super Saturday comes our way.
Pam Rogers

Chair, Congregational Board
Board Members: Jim Willis, Joan Fischer,
Russ Bosbach, Karen Voellmann, and Peter
Babcock

Worship for April
April 8:Revolutionary Love: Healing from our
Wounds
April 15: Revolutionary Love: Feed my Sheep
April 22: Revolutionary Love: God is Green
April 29: Revolutionary Love: Love is Action
and Truth Part 1

Visit with Amy

A Stitch and a Prayer

Stop by Boston Bean House Tuesdays
in April from 8–10am to visit with
Reverend Amy. Share ideas, concerns,
or just enjoy the fellowship! Boston Bean
house is located at 102 Main Street in
Maynard.

A Stitch and a Prayer has moved!
Please join us on Thursday mornings
from 10-11am. All are welcome to join
us for prayer and stitching. This is a
come when you can meditation group

MARKINGS

PAGE

4

Call for Habitat Volunteers
We are putting together a team of SACC
volunteers to work on the Habitat Build
at 45 School Street. If we have enough
interest to fill a team (6-8 people) we can
apply for a slot to work. This will be one
Saturday (or more) during the coming
months of April, May, or June,
depending on work schedule availability.

If you are interested in helping to restore
the duplex, and provide quality housing
for two deserving families, please email
Curt Logee at clogee@blkcorp.com, or
cell phone 508-864-4440.

Days for Girls
Days for Girls is a nonprofit organization with regional chapters in
Massachusetts that Linsey Hurley recently brought to our attention. They are
looking for volunteers to sew colorful menstrual care kits for girls in poor areas
around the world. Often girls in these areas stay home from school during
their monthly cycles. These kits and the education that is provided along with
them enable girls to stay in school, and not disrupt their education.
If you are interested in learning more and perhaps be part of starting a sewing
group here at SACC, please plan on attending a meeting after church on April
8, the Sunday after Easter. If you are interested but cannot attend, please let
Judy McKendry know.
For more information
daysforgirls.org.

about

this

organization,

go

to

the

website

Mother’s Day Walk for Peace
For the third year, we are joining the
Walk for Peace in support of the
Louis D. Brown Peace Institute. This
year, the walk will be Sunday, May
13th.
Contact
Rev.
Amy
(pastor@southactoncc.org) or visit
https://
www.mothersdaywalk4peace.org/ to
learn more!

SACC Celebrates: Pride Sunday
MARKINGS

Pride Sunday is June 10, 2018. This
year SACC celebrates 10 years as an
Open and Affirming congregation. We
are working to plan a celebration;
contact Rev. Amy to help with the
planning. Mark your calendars for Pride
Sunday and invite your friends to
celebrate with us.

Volunteers Needed!
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Dear SACC Family,
You may know that many years ago, I said, “I’m not even cleaning my own
house, let alone the church! I’ll never do that!” BUT, cleaning SACC is really different from cleaning my own home. As Carol Channing said on “Free To Be
You and Me” in 1970, “If there’s cleaning to do, do it together!” And ask anyone
on a cleaning team, it just feels good!
SACC is looking for some new folks to add to the cleaning teams. We’ve been
doing our own SACC cleaning for more than 20 years! It’s been a great program to keep up the interior of the church while taxing people very little. And
we’re saving more than $8,000 per year.
I’m concerned about the people who have been cleaning for all these years.
They are not people who do nothing else to give back to the church. Rather,
they’re people who do lots for every aspect of SACC. I know we’re all grateful to
them for their good deeds and caring. Several of them would love a break, and
they deserve it!
The teams are nominally 4 people, but often now they are 3 or even 2. Interestingly, the church remains pretty clean! I’ve always said that it only takes 2 hours
every 8 weeks to do the job, but actually it really only takes 1 to 1½ hours if
there are 4 people on the team.
The list of teams is posted on the top left side of the bulletin board in the Gathering Room (formerly the Vestry). Please check to see if there is a team you
could feel comfortable joining. Or just call me (978-886-5666). This work isn’t
demanding and we’re not picky. We just need a few more volunteers.
And as I’ve said many times, it’s even fun to gather with a few friends and clean
the place a bit. We share our latest stories, woes and successes, and grow in
friendship. And it feels great to do this important good turn for our church family!
Thanks for considering this.
Becky

Cleaning Teams for April
4/7

Bill Klauer’s Team

4/14

Becky Hadden’s Team

4/21

Marilyn Dow’s Team

4/28

Pam Rogers’ Team

5/5

Tom Porcher’s Team
MARKINGS
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Spring Rummage Sale
Our spring Rummage and Bake Sale will be held on April 28th from 8:00am until 2:00
pm. This is one of our major fundraisers and it’s a SACC mission. Let’s all be involved
to make it a big success!
Here are some of the ways you can participate: Donate goods, bake something, help
set up tables after church on Sunday, April 22nd, sign up to help unload goods during
the week, work on day of sale, join the clean-up crew and take leftovers to Goodwill in
Concord, Savers, and other recycling places before the dump runs.
Great Things to Bring

Please DO NOT Bring

Seasonal Clothing

Computer Equipment

Seasonal Shoes/Footwear

Large Exercise Equipment

Jewelry

Electric Toys

Household Goods

Stuffed Animals

Sports Equipment

VHS Tapes

Linens

Smelly Books

Small Furniture

Encyclopedias

Things you think are treasure

Textbooks

Puzzles, Games, and Books

Underwear

Tools

Cell Phones

Donations will be accepted on Tuesday, April 24, from 10-12pm and from 6-8pm;
Thursday, April 26, from 10-12pm and from 6-8pm, and on Friday, April 27, from 912pm. No donations will be accepted after noon on Friday. Please drop off bake sale
items on Friday.
Come and buy , eat lunch, take home a frozen entree
and have a fun day with friends and neighbors.
Any Rummage questions contact Angela Aaronson
ajaaro@verizon.net. Any Bake sale questions
contact Becky Hadden bhadden@hadlorgroup.com.

Cooking Party: April 16
On Monday evening, April 16, 7:00 – 9:00 PM,
there will be a gathering downstairs in the church
to prepare the popular frozen entrees we will be selling at our spring rummage/
bake sale. It is an evening of fun, light-hearted chatter, and assembly work to
benefit the church. We assemble stuffed shells, spinach manicotti, vegetarian
lasagna, meat lasagna, and chicken noodle casserole. When we are done, we
enjoy some light refreshments together before heading home.
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Many hands make light work. Can you join us? Contact Judy McKendry at
jdmckendry@verizon.net or 978-897-9541. You will be assigned some
ingredients to bring when you come. You will receive your shopping list via
email or phone by Wednesday, April 11. Please let Judy know by Tuesday,
April 10.

Sunday School News
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For the third consecutive year, the SACC Sunday School kids have put together
Easter baskets for children that are currently living at the Willis House in Hudson, MA. The Willis House is a family homeless shelter run by the South Middlesex Opportunity Council of Framingham. Along with providing the necessities
of day-to-day living, Willis House has 24-hour staffing to support individuals on
a daily basis, as well as case managers who assist them through housing and
employment searches.
The SACC kids worked on this
service project over the course
of a few weeks. First they decorated each basket and made
a card for each child. Then
they picked out candy, toys
and other items that were donated by SACC parishioners
to fill each basket personally
for the child. We will be donating a total of 14 Easter baskets
to children ranging from ages
1 - 12 this year!

SACC Movers

Thanks to all nine members of
the congregation who turned out for
the first big SACC move of the
season on Saturday 17 March. Our
movee's, Ray, Charity, and their 5
kids who were moving from Littleton
to Ayer, were very impressed and
thankful. Ray's comment "Thank
YOU! You ladies and gentlemen are
a Godsend...seriously!" And they
gave us a check. It was a unusual
move - virtually no boxes, only heavy
furniture including but not limited to: a
pool table, an oak bed and dresser,
an antique 6 foot glass dinning room
cupboard, 5 kids beds and dressers,
and a washer/dryer combination one

of which required removal of the sink
in the bathroom before we could get it
out. Also two 5 foot leather couches
that we took to Household Goods as
donations. Started at 8:45
and
finished at 2:45. Then we had lunch.
From what we hear everyone from
the moving crew took a nap in the
afternoon. It was a great coordinated
effort and always seems to produce
good laughs. A final comment from
one of the moving crew "spending
time with the SACC movers is always
a joy." Thanks all.
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Dear SACC Family,

You have welcomed me into your church and hearts and life of faith. I am
humbled by your enormous welcome. Thank you! Our worship together has been
warm, lively and filled with the love of a spiritual family. I still pinch myself in the
mornings when I wake-up and remember you have called me to be your pastor.
You are an incredibly special community.
As I have been getting my “feet wet”, I have had the opportunity to meet
with the different committees inside the church and learn about SACC. In my
meetings with Jim Willis, our Treasurer, it has been brought to my attention that
we have a problem. This year we NEED to spend more money than we have
pledged or even believe we can cover through regular giving and revenue
sources. It’s a big number: $44,832.
My first question was why? We painted SACC and she looks beautiful,
welcoming and well-tended. She makes a wonderful first impression from the
street and, my friends, first impressions are important to those outside our
community. On the one hand my brain was screaming we spent almost $45,000
on paint! Then, I began to remember all the churches I have visited whose
paint is chipping, whose sign looks sad, whose outside looks like it remembers a
day in the distant past. This morning I stood out in the cold and snow and looked
out our building. It looks alive and tells everyone that we are alive.
Budgets are spiritual documents. They tell a story of who we are and what
we value. This year, a large piece of our budget tells that we value having a space
where we can meet together. We value having a space where all people can be
loved and welcomed for who they are. Your pledges and contributions are making
a safe space for worship, belonging, and faith. Because we value community,
SACC is also “upping our advertising game”. How can people come if they don’t
know about us? Additionally, SACC is committed to stepping out in the community
as a voice calling for local and national change. We have a lot going on!
So what can we do? While $44,832 is too large for any one person to
tackle on their own, what I know about SACC is that amazing things happen when
we work together. So here is a little bit of information: If every family pledged an
additional $5 a week. We would knock this down by about 33% and an extra $15
a week would knock it out entirely.
The truth is that we are all in different places. This letter isn’t meant to ask
for a specific amount but to let you know the problem and ask for your help. My
belief is that leadership must be authentic and transparent. So, for our family, we
are giving up a bottle of wine a month. Do you have any small changes you can
make? One less latte at Starbucks? One fewer movie a month?
Will you join me as we step out in faith with the shared belief that our
community is not only a sacred space for us but a sacred space for those who are
searching for belonging and acceptance?
Christ’s Love,
Amy
P.S. We believe in transparency; please send Jim Willis an email if you would like
to see the budget. We will keep you updated on our progress. I believe in us. I
believe we can tackle this together.
MARKINGS

Sharing Our Faith
I shared this poem during the Faith Moment last Sunday. Several folks wanted a copy of it
and I know there are several more who did not hear it at all. This was written a few years
ago by a very creative young woman who was asked to write a poem about her worst day
ever as part of a school assignment. She fulfilled the assignment but did so much more.
When you are struggling, sometimes you just need a different perspective. Hopefully, this
will help you on the days that are not going your way.
~Jane Logee

Today was the absolute worst day ever
And don't try to convince me that
There's something good in every day
Because, when you take a closer look,
This world is a pretty evil place.
Even if
Some goodness does shine through once in a while
Satisfaction and happiness don't last.
And it's not true that
It's all in the mind and heart
Because
True happiness can be attained
Only if one's surroundings are good
It's not true that good exists
I'm sure you can agree that
The reality
Creates
My attitude
It's all beyond my control
And you'll never in a million years hear me say
Today was a very good day

Now read it from bottom to top, the other way, And see what I really feel about my day.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

7

Sat

14

11:00 Scrapbook Workshop

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer

13

21

6

12

20

5

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer

Markings Deadline

4

8:00 Visit with Amy
3:45 Meditation Walk

11

19

3

10

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer

2

9
8:00 Visit with Amy
3:45 Meditation Walk

18

1

8
6:30 Cong. Board Meeting

17

6:00 Sunrise Worship
7:00 Potluck Breakfast
10:30 Worship Service

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Sewing Group
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:30 Deacons Meeting

16

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

28

15

8:00 Visit with Amy
3:45 Meditation Walk

8:00 Rummage & Bake Sale

10:00 Prayer Shawl Ministry
7:00 Cooking Party

27

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:00 Worship Planning

9:00 Rummage drop-off

24

26

23

25

6:00 Rummage Sale Set-up

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop

22

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
10:00 Rummage drop-off
6:00 Rummage drop-off

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

30

8:00 Visit with Amy
10:00 Rummage drop-off
3:45 Meditation Walk
6:00 Rummage drop-off

29
10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

For event details and building use calendar, visit www.southactoncc.org/events/

