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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
All people are made in
God's image. You are
invited to continue your
faith journey with us.

From Amy...

MARCH 2018

Dear SACC Family,
I have been deeply emotional the last few weeks. Maybe it is the weather or the
time of year, but I suspect it is much more. I feel a lingering sadness at the loss of
17 lives in Parkland, Florida. I feel rising frustration at the loss of 96 lives every day
due to gun violence. My soul rises up to say enough is enough even as that small,
lingering voice asks, will anything ever truly change?
What are you doing to keep yourself sane these days? Me? I am hiding inside
Phyllis Tickle’s book The Wisdom in the Waiting: Spring’s Sacred Days and in the
poetry of Mary Oliver. I am playing endless games of “construction workers” with
Josiah and drinking more than my fair share of tea in an attempt to ward off any of
the numerous illnesses floating around. I even took a walk around the SACC
neighborhood this afternoon because the sunshine beckoned me outdoors.

I am praying. I am singing (don’t listen too closely, I’ll hurt your ears). I am meeting
each of you and the light in my spirit is growing brighter. You give me so much
hope, just by being you!
I am dusting myself off, regrouping and putting my sacred imagination to work (a
Spiritual Practice in and of itself). This week I am remaking my sign for the
Wednesday night protest. Will you join me in this Lenten practice to say “no more”
to gun violence? I am my writing my sermon for Sunday and imagining the Great
Table of God as we continue our journey through the tables of the New Testament.
We have been guests at an orderly table interrupted by a woman with costly
perfume who decided to anoint Jesus with love. We have been witness to the
Pharisees as their own self importance blinded them from passing the greatest of
all tests: love your neighbor. This week, we will hear the ancient and timely words
about how the kingdom feast will not keep one more day and our desire to attend
is a window into our inner depths.
We will experience the grace and disgrace of the homecoming tables as
experienced by the prodigal as well as his brother. Along with Peter, we will think
about the wideness of our welcome. We will stand witness to Jesus overturning the
table of greed in the temple. We will gather on Maundy Thursday to celebrate,
remember and mourn together. And finally, when the journey is complete, we will
walk alongside those bewildered disciples who recognize the risen Lord when they
gather at a table once again.
Join me, friends, as we rest our weary bodies and souls. The table is
ready. There is a seat for you.
~Rev. Amy
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“Let all that you
do be done in
love.”
1 Corinthians
16:14

From the Diaconate
On Sunday February
11th we celebrated
our first Sunday of the
Lenten season with our
new
minister,
the
Reverend Amy LundeWhitler.
We had a
large
turnout
to
welcome Amy and hear
her service, join in
Communion, and then
meet with her and her
family during the coffee
time after the service.
When
that
was
complete the deacons
had
their
second
meeting with Amy and
continued planning the
rest of the Lenten
season services.
In
addition to the Ash
Wednesday
service
(now completed) we
will be having
a
Maundy
Thursday
service,
a
Palm
Sunday service, and
both a Sunrise and
Traditional
Easter
service with a pot luck
style
breakfast
in
between. Pastor Amy
is preaching a Lenten
Series of Eight Tables
message. Don’t know
what that means? Well

come to the services
and find out.
I would also like to take
this
opportunity
to
thank everyone who
pitched in to help us
through the “wilderness
period” from when
Pastor Liz’s interim
period with us ended to
when
Amy’s
new
tenure began.
So,
thank you to Martha
Rounds,
Sean
Osborne, Curt Logee,
and Katie Bradbury for
providing
us
with
meaningful,
thought
and action provoking
sermons;
and
to
everyone else who
helped as an usher,
greeter, liturgist, and
every other manner of
support
for
those
services and for that
period of time.
A
special thank you also
to Karen Hodges who
provided
us
with
pastoral
support
services for most of
this period. It never
ceases to amaze me
how much everyone
gives in so many ways
to support our church

Sign up to be a Liturgist!
Serving as the liturgist
is a wonderful way to
participate in worship
two or three Sundays a
year,
leading
the
opening prayers and
reading the scripture.
Sharing Our Faith is
optional.
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Simply click here or
visit
www.signupgenius.com
/
go/5080a4fafac22abf94
-sunday and choose a
date or two that work
for you!
If you have
any questions, contact
Karen in the office.

and its mission.
There is, of course,
always the need to
additional support and
anyone interested in
serving as an usher or
greeter should let a
deacon know; and if
interested in being a
liturgist,
please
let
Karen Fisk in the
church office know.
As always, if there are
any issues or needs
you wish to bring to the
attention
of
the
deacons
you
can
contact your assigned
deacon (see below) or
let
me
know
at
DeaconChair@SouthA
ctonCC.org or (978)
264-3274
Respectfully submitted,

Peter Babcock
Diaconate Chair
Deacon
Amber Klauer
Martha Rounds
Bob Van Meter
Judy Hodge
Laurie Thibodeau
Angela Aaronson
Steve Hadden

Last
Names
A&B
C&E
D, F & G
H thru K
L thru N
O thru S
T thru Z

Congregational Board News
We are thrilled to welcome Rev. Amy
Lunde-Whitler to SACC.
If you
haven't had a chance to attend a
service yet, please make the effort.

replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and
withdrawal into the desert for 40
days. Be reflective, take stock,
prepare. Easter is on April 1st.

We are in the midst of the Lenten
season. What exactly does that
mean? Lent is the period of 40 days
which comes before Easter in the
Christian calendar. Beginning on
Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of
reflection and preparation before the
celebrations of Easter. By observing
the 40 days of Lent, Christians

Blessings,
Pam Rogers
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Chair, Congregational Board
Board Members: Jim Willis, Joan Fischer,
Russ Bosbach, Karen Voellmann, and Peter
Babcock

What is One Great Hour of Sharing?
One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of
Our Church’s Wider Mission, is the
special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ that carries God’s
message of love and hope to people in
crisis.
The UCC works with international
partners to provide sources of clean
water, food, education and health care,
small business micro-credit, advocacy
and resettlement for refugees and
displaced persons, and emergency
relief and rehabilitation. OGHS also
supports domestic and international
ministries for disaster preparedness
and response.

SACC will be collecting for OGHS on
Sunday, March 11th.

Vigils Against Gun Violence
In response to yet another mass shooting, South Acton Congregational Church will
hold Vigils Against Gun Violence on Wednesday evenings throughout Lent from
4:30 to 6:00 pm. Participants may gather at the church at 35 School Street at 4:00
to make signs, meet each other, and travel together to the protest locations (listed
below). This vigil is for all who wish to protest gun violence, affirm the value of
each life and seek a way toward safer communities.

“How
wonderful it is

that nobody
need wait a
single moment
before starting
to improve the
world.”

~Anne Frank

Wed Mar 7 - 4:30-6pm West Acton (Route 111 and Central Street)
Wed Mar 14 - 4:30-6pm Kelly's corner (Main Street at Route 111)
Wed Mar 21 - 4:30-6pm Acton Center (Town center)
Wed Mar 28 - 4:30-6pm School Street at Main Street
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ABRSD Family Learning Series
On Wednesday, March 7 from 7–8:30pm, Andrew Forstheofel, author of the memoir,
Walking to Listen, will speak on the topic of "The Missing Medicine: Listening as a
Practice in Healing and Transformation." Walking to Listen is: "A memoir of one young
man's coming of age on a cross-country trek-told through the stories of the people of
all ages, races, and inclinations he meets along the highways of America." Copies of
Walking to Listen are available at the circulation desk at Acton Memorial Library. This
program will take place at RJ Grey Jr High Auditorium, 16 Charter Road, Acton, and is
free to attend. For more information, visit http://livingtolisten.com/

“Starting the Conversation:
College and Your Mental Health”

“I alone cannot

Attending college is a time of significant
transition and can be both positive and
challenging. For some the stress of
college may impact mental health,
making it difficult to manage the daily
demands of school. As many as 1 in 5
students experiences a mental health
condition while in college.

On Monday March 12, 7:00 – 8:30 PM,
at Lexington High School’s Science
Lecture Hall, NAMI Central Middlesex
world, but I can will offer a panel presentation entitled
“Starting the Conversation: College and
cast a stone
Your Mental Health”. The presentation
will be directed to both students and
across the water their parents. The emphasis will be on
encouraging families to be proactive and
to start the conversations about mental
to create many

change the

ripples.”

health and handling potential difficulties
before students leave home.
It is
prudent to understand privacy laws and
what can be shared.
These
conversations are important even if a
student doesn’t experience a mental
health condition. They may see a friend
in distress and they may be better
equipped to assist.
The event is free and open to high
school and college age families in
Middlesex County and surrounding
areas.
It is co-sponsored by the
Lexington Public Schools.
No
registration required. Call Jennie at 978692-2908 with questions or inquiries
about potential cancellation due to
weather.

Worship for Lent

~Mother Teresa March 4:Third Sunday in Lent: “A Timely Table” - Communion Sunday
Luke 14:15–24

March 11: Fourth Sunday in Lent: “Table of Forgiveness”
Luke 15:1–2m 11–32
March 18: Fifth Sunday in Lent: “Wide Table”
Acts 11:1–18
March 25: Palm Sunday: “Overturned Table”
Matthew 21:1–17
March 29: Maundy Thursday: “A Passover Table”
Luke 22:7–23
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April 1: Easter Sunday Worship at 6am and 10:30am, 7am Breakfast

Spring Rummage Sale
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Our spring Rummage and Bake Sale will be held on April 28th from 8:00am until 2:00
pm. This is one of our major fundraisers and it’s a SACC mission. Let’s all be involved
to make it a big success!
Here are some of the ways you can participate: Donate goods, bake something, help
set up tables after church on Sunday, April 22nd, sign up to help unload goods during
the week, work on day of sale, join the clean-up crew and take leftovers to Goodwill in
Concord, Savers, and other recycling places before the dump runs.
Great Things to Bring

Please DO NOT Bring

Seasonal Clothing

Computer Equipment

Seasonal Shoes/Footwear

Large Exercise Equipment

Jewelry

Electric Toys

Household Goods

Stuffed Animals

Sports Equipment

VHS Tapes

Linens

Smelly Books

Small Furniture

Encyclopedias

Things you think are treasure

Textbooks

Puzzles, Games, and Books

Underwear

Tools

Cell Phones

Come and buy , eat lunch, take home a frozen entree and have a fun day with friends
and neighbors.
Any Rummage questions contact Angela Aaronson ajaaro@verizon.net. Any Bake
sale questions contact Becky Hadden bhadden@hadlorgroup.com

Support SACC While You Shop!
Did you know that SACC can make
money every time you purchase
something through Amazon? Here is
a link that you can bookmark and use
every time you use Amazon:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/042300271
SACC will receive a donation, which
will be a percentage (.5%) of your
purchase. Thanks in advance for
giving it a try. Once you choose

SACC as your charity, it will be saved
and you won't need to do it every
time you order something on
Amazon.

“The best and
most beautiful
things in the

world cannot
be seen or
even touched they must be
felt with the
heart.”

~Helen Keller

Cleaning Teams for March
3/3

Pam Rogers’ Team

3/10

Tom Porcher’s Team

3/17

Angela Aaronson’s Team

3/24

Linsey Hurley’s Team

3/31

Judy Hodge’s Team
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Thu

23

16

9

2

Fri

24

10

3

Sat

11
6:30 Cong. Board Meeting

12

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

13

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

6

4:00 Vigil Against Gun Violence
6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

14

4:00 Vigil Against Gun Violence
6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

7

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:30 Deacons Meeting

Wed

22

31

Tue

21

30

Mon

20

29

Sun

19

4:00 Vigil Against Gun Violence
6:45 Mindfulness Workshop

Maundy Thursday Service

25
10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Piano Concert

17

11:00 Scrapbook Class

10:00 Prayer Shawl Ministry

Markings Deadline
10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

28

5

18

27

4

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:00 Worship Planning

26

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

4:00 Vigil Against Gun Violence
6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

For event details and building use calendar, visit www.southactoncc.org/events/

