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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
All people are made in
God's image. You are
invited to continue your
faith journey with us.

“Be not afraid”

F E B R U A RY 2 0 1 8

Shared by Angela Aaronson on January 21
As many of you know, I have been a member of this church since 1971. There have been many
changes during that time. Three full time ministers, many interims, different music directors,
services at 10:30 instead of 11:00 am, additions to the building and the pews turned in a
different direction.
These quotes have been running through my brain,
"Be not afraid"
" I am always with you."
Change can be hard but here at SACC we have done it many times.
When Bob Henderson was minister the pews were filled with young families. Many had come
from out of the area to work at Digital Equipment Corp. My family was part of a covenant
group created to deepen bonds between people and the church. The Willis are dear friends since
that time.
I was also in a group called the "Pollyannas" which had been the Junior Guild. We made things
for the annual Church Fair and later the Church Auction. Now we raise money twice a year
with the Rummage and Bake Sale.
After Bob left we had various interims and then hit hard times with our next minister. It was a
bad fit, too soon after a long time minister and it was very divisive. But we survived.
"Be not afraid"
" I am always with you".
After more interims and another search committee, Ross Lilley became our minister, a young
man full of enthusiasm and optimism. My girls enjoyed youth group and confirmation classes
with him as well as surf board lessons on Fort Pond. We had " every one wins" softball!
After 19 years he moved on to start Access Sport America inspired by his physically
challenged son.
We had more interims, good and not so good. " Bringing in the light" was introduced by one of
them.
Next came Katrina. She was here for 13 years. Good times and challenging ones, falling
attendance and worries about money.
Now we are ready for another change with Amy. Still the words return,
" Be not afraid"
" I am always with you".
But what has stayed the same?
The first day I came here , with my two little girls in a stroller, the door was opened for me.
"Let me help you with your children," was the first thing I heard. All these years later we are
still helping each other, with prayer shawls, prayer chains, SACC movers, the Rummage Sales
and Bake sales.
I am not good at articulating my beliefs but for me God is in the work of this Church and
community, loving one another and trying to make the world a better place.
Do not be afraid of change for some things remain the same.
"What you do for each other you do for me" Jesus said.
That should never change.
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From the Diaconate
We are all anxiously
looking forward to the
arrival of our new
minister, Amy LundeWhitler, who will be us
on Sunday February
11th. It would be
wonderful if as many
people as possible
could make it to that
service to show Amy
how happy we are she
will be joining us as we
move forward into our
future. The deacons
had the pleasure of
having Amy join us at
our last meeting as we
were making plans for
the Lenten Season and
Amy wanted to be a
part of that process.
We started our meeting
by
introducing
ourselves to her, with
each of the deacons
providing Amy with a
brief description of their
family and involvement
at SACC (I was the
newbie in the group
with only 20 years
here). After that we
discussed the plans for
the upcoming services,

starting with Amy’s first
service on the 11th,
which
will
include
communion (Note there
will not be communion
at the Feb 4th service).
That will be followed by
our Ash Wednesday
service at SACC on
February 14th, which
will include Taize-style
music. Then there will
be our Easter Sunrise
Service at the field
behind
the
School
Street firehouse, our
Easter breakfast, and
our traditional Easter
Sunday Service, all on
April 1st.
Until Amy arrives we
continue
to
hold
services
led
by
members
of
the
Congregation. Martha
Rounds
and
Sean
Osbourne
have
provided thoughtful and
thought-provoking
sermons and if you
missed either one you
should ask anyone who
attended about them. I
look forward to the
remaining sermons by

Curt Logee and Katie
Bradbury before Amy’s
arrival.
If there are any other
issues or needs you
wish to bring to the
attention
of
the
deacons
you
can
contact your assigned
deacon (see below) or
let
me
know
at
DeaconChair@SouthA
ctonCC.org or (978)
264-3274.
Respectfully submitted,
Peter Babcock
Diaconate Chair

Deacon
Amber Klauer
Martha Rounds
Bob Van Meter
Judy Hodge
Laurie Thibodeau
Angela Aaronson
Steve Hadden

Last
Names
A&B
C&E
D, F & G
H thru K
L thru N
O thru S
T thru Z

Congregational Board
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Mark
your
calendars!
Sunday,
February 11 is when our new
minister, Amy, will be leading us in
worship for the very first time.

We would like to welcome Sarah
Bradbury to the Congregational Board
as our new Clerk. Thank you Sarah
for stepping up.

Please make every effort to attend so
we may give Amy and her family a
SACC welcome that she'll never
forget.

Blessings,
Pam Rogers

Chair, Congregational Board
Board Members: Jim Willis, Joan Fischer,
Russ Bosbach, Karen Voellmann, and Peter
Babcock

Super Saturday
Super Saturday is March 17, 2018.
Last March, Judy McKendry and
Steve Hadden and I drove to
Wilbraham to attend Super Saturday
together. Judy and I took workshops
on church vitality and writing a
mission statement, things that
helped us with the Search process.
Steve chose workshops on care and
wellness. We had a great time debriefing in the car, excitedly talking
about all we learned! I highly
recommend the experience. There
are 50 workshops on lots of church
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and justice and witness related
subjects. Here is a link to see the
workshops:
https://www.macucc.org/eventdetail/
super-saturday-march-20189985355
If you have any questions about our
experience, please talk to one of us:
Patti Babcock, Judy McKendry and
Steve Hadden

Cleaning Teams for February
2/3

Judy Hodge’s Team

2/10

Bill Klauer’s Team

2/17

Becky Hadden’s Team

2/24

Marilyn Dow’s Team

3/3

Pam Rogers’ Team

Worship for February
February 4:Scout Sunday. Wear your uniform!
Katie Bradbury preaching (Intergenerational)
February 11: Rev. Amy’s first Sunday! Mark 1:9–15. Communion Sunday.
February 14: Ash Wednesday Taize Style Worship Service, 7:00pm
February 18: Rev. Amy preaching on Luke 7:36–50 (Intergenerational)
February 25: Rev. Amy preaching on Luke 14:1–14

A Note of Thanks
Thank you SACC members and
friends for your prayers, words of
encouragement, and gifts this holiday
season. I am especially thankful for
your “holiday bonus”, which left me
speechless. I am so grateful that
God has put me in a place where I

feel so appreciated and blessed by
such a thoughtful group of people.
Sincerely,
Karen Fisk
MARKINGS

Treasurer’s Report
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South Acton Congregational Church Budget for 2018
The SACC final budget for 2018 is based on final pledge commitments,
Fund Raisers, and the anticipated expenses for the rest of the year. The chair
person for each church committee was given a chance to submit his or her
anticipated expenses for the upcoming year and this data was incorporated
into this budget. Details of income and expenses projected for 2018 are provided in the attached document, Profit & Loss Budget Overview January
through December 2018, dated January 16, 2018.
We received 58 pledges and 3 gifts totaling $94,781. Fund raisers for 2018
are expected to be roughly the same as last year with adjustment in keeping
with what we will have realized in 2017 bringing our total income to
$117,388.
Our new minister joins us in early February and her expenses are reflected
in the budget assuming 11 months of salary, housing, pension, insurance
and professional growth. All other expenses are held relatively constant
with small increases or decreases based on input from the individual committees and our experience in 2017. The one exception to this is the cost to
complete painting the church that is expected to be $19,400. In our Budget
Meeting in December we believed that this cost would occur in 2017 which
proved not to be the case. The proposed 2018 budget reflects this cost and
shows a total deficit of $44,832. Our overall expenses are being held to as
little growth as is reasonable, that is, there is little to cut and certainly not in
a manner that would make up for the anticipated shortfall.
Our investment fund currently stands at $263,000. Over the course of the
year we will use the assets in this fund to support the ongoing operation of
the church. As I pointed out during the December Budget Meeting, running
a deficit of this size is not sustainable. We as a congregation must carefully
consider our level of commitment to the health and wellbeing of the church
and consider how we wish to fund the church in the future.
Respectively submitted
James N. Willis
Treasurer
January 2018
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South Acton Congregational Church

Profit & Loss Budget Overview
January through December 2018

Jan - Dec 18
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
CONTRIBUTIONS
FUND RAISERS
INVESTMENT INCOME
OTHER INCOME
Total Income
Expense
ADMINISTRATION
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
DIACONATE
FINANCE
GENERAL
MINISTER
MISSIONS
MUSIC
PROPERTIES
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Net Income

102,781.00
11,400.00
7.00
3,200.00
117,388.00
17,900.00
1,265.00
1,350.00
725.00
1,600.00
79,447.00
6,375.00
12,925.00
40,633.00
162,220.00
-44,832.00
-44,832.00

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:30 Deacons Meeting

11

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

4

5:45 Prayer and Meditation

19

10:00 Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:45 Prayer and Meditation
6:30 Cong. Board Meeting

12

5:45 Prayer and Meditation

5

Markings Deadline
10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

20

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

13

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

6

28

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop

21

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:00 Ash Wednesday Service
8:00 Choir Practice

14

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

7

Wed

18

27

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

Tue

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:00 Worship Planning
12:00 Missions & Outreach

26

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

Mon

25

5:45 Prayer and Meditation

Sun

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

For event details and building use calendar, visit www.southactoncc.org/events/
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