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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
All people are made in
God's image. You are
invited to continue your
faith journey with us.

From Liz...
Waiting. Advent is about
waiting. And holy moly we
have lots of waiting to do.
Waiting for Christmas.
Waiting for snow. Waiting
for the days to get longer
again. Waiting for Pastor
Amy to get here.

I’m
waiting
for
my
sabbatical!
Like
the
waiting for Christmas, this
is not passive waiting, it is
quite active. I’m setting
appointments, calling food
ministries,
interviewing
people, and setting up a
calendar. Making flight
reservations, looking for
people to stay with.
Writing outlines and drafts
of my book idea. From
January 8 to April 30,
2018, I will be on
sabbatical. The time has
three priorities: 1) visiting
churches
that
have
shared food ministry, 2)
writing a draft of a book so
I can look for a publisher,
3) quilting.
What can you be doing to
get prepared for the new
ministry at SACC?
First of course is to pray
for Amy in her present
setting, and pray for the

people at Christian Union
Church in West Groton.
This will be a hard time for
them, as we all know.
Second, think about your
role at SACC. What have
you been volunteering to
do? How often do you
attend?
Are you making the best
financial impact that you
can? Amy will be leading
the
church
in
new
directions. Now is the time
to think about how you
can best contribute to our
future. And finally, for
now, during this waiting
time, check on each other.
Have sympathy for those
that are struggling with
change. Provide support
for those who haven’t
done these transitions
before. Build each other
up by listening to one
another.
Even
good
changes
are
hard
because change is hard.
Have compassion.
My last day, and last
Sunday will be January 7,
2018. I hope you’ll plan to
be there so we can share
our
good-byes.
The
Deacons and the Interim
Team
are
managing
worship coverage from

January 8 to February 10;
Amy starts February 11.
As most of you have
experienced already, part
of my job as the leaving
pastor is to really leave.
So that Amy can be fully
your pastor I will not have
pastoral
contact
with
anyone in the church, and
in the first year I’ll even
avoid commenting on your
Facebook
posts
and
asking you about SACC if
I see you at UCC events.
I assure you I’ll miss you,
even as I enjoy my
sabbatical. But we aren’t
there yet. We are in
Advent, and the time of
waiting. So right now, I’m
just waiting for Christmas,
for the good news to be
proclaimed to a shadowy
and painful world, for
hope to be reborn in a
little child, for the Powers
that Be to be turned
upside down by the force
of
Love.
Let’s
wait
together.
- Liz

Search Committee Reflections
Our journey started on
October 30, 2016, when
the
congregation
commissioned
the
Search committee at
the Sunday service and
tasked it with the
responsibility
of
prayerfully selecting a
candidate
for
your
approval.
The
committee assembled

the Local Church Profile
for SACC by gathering
input
from
different
sources, i.e., the interim
committee, local town
officials, and of course,
you! We finished the
profile in early June and
submitted it to the
Massachusetts
Conference UCC. We
then wrote an ad that
went up on the national
UCC
employment
website, and before
long we were getting
profiles from lots of
candidates. Candidate
profiles can be up to 25
pages long, and each
member
of
the
committee
had
a
different
method
of
reading them – but we

all had to read each a
few times to really get a
sense of who the
candidate is.
We carefully reviewed
the profiles of 38
qualified
candidates.
While we had more
profiles available, we
chose to not read them
until we got to know the

initial candidates that
interested us. After we
narrowed the list down,
we started the interview
process by interviewing
first
by
video
conference call and
then doing second inperson interviews for
those who we were still
interested in.
We
scheduled a neutral
pulpit
to
see
the
candidates
preach,
checked
references,
and
came
to
a
unanimous consensus
on
our
wonderful
candidate: the Rev.
Amy
Lunde-Whitler.
We were lucky in that
our favorite candidate
thought
we
were
wonderful also.
The
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Search committee and
Amy both feel that God
has led us to each
other.
Through
the
process, we rated the
candidates many times
– and they each needed
a certain number of
search
committee
members to vote for
them to go on to the
next stage. Amy was
voted to the next stage
by all seven members
at each and every step
of the process!
She
was the only candidate
to get all seven votes
every time.
The Search committee
was so happy to see the
congregation
join
together at the potluck
and the Sunday service
to support each other
and welcome Amy and
her family.
It was
wonderful to be with
one another, and to
meet Amy, Joshua and
Josiah!
Thank you so much for
your trust and support in
us through this process.
We look forward to
having our Thursday
evenings and Sunday
afternoons free again –
but also look forward to
the serendipitous things
that a new pastor and
revitalization can bring!
Your Search committee:
Patti Babcock
Katie Bradbury
Curt Logee
Kendra Magyar
Judy McKendry
Sean Osborne
Isabelle Thourot
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Congregational Board
Stewardship has been
underway and if you
haven't sent in a pledge
or
donation
amount,
please
contact
Judy
McKendry
at
jdmckendry2@gmail.com
, today. Please note: All
pledges are confidential
and only seen by Judy
and Marilyn Dow.

We will be holding our
Annual Budget Meeting

after service on Sunday,
December 10. Please
plan on attending. This is
when Jim Willis, our
Treasurer, will report on
where we are with our
budget for 2018 and we
will vote on it. We can
use as many folks as
possible at the meeting.
The
Congregational
Board is looking forward
to welcoming our new

minister, Amy, and her
family in time for Lenten
season - there are lots of
exciting times ahead!
Merry Christmas to all ~
Pam Rogers
on
behalf
of
the
Congregational Board
(Jim Willis, Joan Fischer,
Russ
Bosbach,
Bee
Baker, Karen Voellmann,
Peter Babcock)

From the Diaconate
"I bring you tidings of
good news" !!
As we await the good
news of Jesus’ birth
during
the
Advent
Season, we have good
news indeed. We now
know who our new
minister is going to be:
the Rev Amy L ---Witler.
It was wonderful to see
so many of you at the
pot-luck supper and the
Sunday service to meet
Amy and her family. She
will start in February,
before Lent. Liz will be
with us until Jan 7 and
we will be working on
pastoral coverage and
services.
The
deacons
have
worked hard to update
the Church Directory
and copies should be

available in the vestry
soon.
Advent begins on Dec.
3, and on Dec.10 we will
have
our
traditional
Carol singing at 4:00,
pot-luck supper at 5:30
followed by dancing at
6:30.
Dudley Laufman will be
with us again this year to
lead us in the dance.
He
is
a
National
Heritage Fellow, the
highest honor of a
traditional
artist
in
America given by the
National Endowment for
the Arts. He has been
coming every year for 30
or more years and
everyone from 3 to 83
can join in. We hope to
see you all there. We
end the evening with a
song, "while we're here

with our friends so dear,
we'll drive dull cares
away"
Christmas Eve falls on a
Sunday this year. We
will have 3 services, our
morning
service
at
10:30, the children's
service at 4:30pm and
the candlelight service at
7:30pm We will need
ushers and greeters for
these services . Please
sign up on the sheet in
the vestry.
Your deacons are here
to assist you in any way
they can. Please contact
them with any concerns.
Yours for the Deacons
Angela Aaronson

Reaching Liz...
MARKINGS

Pastor Liz can be reached by phone at 508-450-0431; e-mail
pastor@southactoncc.org; and on Facebook. Please try to limit calls to 10am10pm unless it is an emergency.

QPR Training Opportunity
Community-wide suicide prevention
training, free and open to the public,
on Tuesday, December 5, in the
Gallery, 2nd Floor at Village Works in
West
Acton,
7-9
p.m.
Eliot
Community Human Services, with a
Healthy Teen Initiative Grant from the
Acton-Boxborough United Way, will
conduct
a
suicide
prevention
workshop
open
to
the
community.
The community-wide
program that teaches the warning
signs of suicide and an effective
emergency response called QPR,
QUESTION,
PERSUADE,
AND
REFER . QPR teaches 3 simple
steps anyone can learn to help save
a life. Just as people trained in CPR
and the Heimlich maneuver help save
thousands of lives each year, people
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trained in QPR learn how to
recognize the warning signs of a
suicide crisis and how to question,
persuade, and refer someone for
help.
Join us in saying YES to saving the
life of a friend, colleague, child,
sibling or neighbor.
By taking QPR training you will learn
to:
Recognize the
suicide

warning signs of

Know how to offer hope
Know how to get help and save a life.

Holiday Gifts for Teens at McLean Hospital
Janet Cowley is collecting new, unwrapped holiday gifts for teens staying in locked
units at McLean Psychiatric Hospital in Belmont, MA. December can be a lonely
time to be in the hospital and some of these teens may not receive visitors or gifts
from other sources. There will be a marked box in the vestry through December 17
for contributions. Both boys and girls need gifts. Suggestions: socks, mittens,
books, jewelry (non-sharp), playing cards, coloring books with crayons or felt-tipped
pens. Please DO NOT include: anything sharp, anything violent in nature, or anything that may refer to drug or alcohol use. Email Janet (janet.cowley@gmail.com)
or call 978-897-4849. Thank you!

The Concert for UBECI:
Jazz, Skype and a Crazy-Good Band
For several years, SACC
has hosted a fundraiser for
UBECI (United to Benefit
Ecuadorian
Children,
International,) as part of
our mission efforts.
This
November's
fundraising concert to
benefit UBECI was the
fifth time SACC has
hosted this event. The
concert packed the house
with about 120 attendees,
and featured Jeff Loeb's

Band and a jazz band
from
Acton-Boxborough
Regional High School. We
also got to hear the
singing of a special guest
performer, Brenda Lau,
from
Panama,
who
recently won Panama's
version of the U.S. show,
"America's Got Talent."
She brought down the
house with her heart-felt
renditions of old jazz
favorites like "Misty" and

"My Way." We Skyped
with
UBECI's
director
during the intermission
and
ate
lots
of
refreshments. A fantastic
evening!
Special thanks to Steve
Hadden for booking and
managing the space and
making
this
concert
possible.
MARKINGS
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Worship for December
December 3 Mark 13:24-37 Keep Awake
First Sunday in Advent: Hope. Communion Sunday
December 10 Mark 1:1-8 John the Baptist Leads the Way
Second Sunday in Advent: Peace.
Christmas Caroling, Potluck, Dance
December 17 Luke 1:46b-55 Mary Proclaims Release for the Captives
Third Sunday in Advent: Joy.
Christmas Pageant.
December 24
10:30am Fourth Sunday in Advent: Love. Luke 1:26-38.
We have to agree for Christ to be born.
4:30pm. Children's Christmas Eve: Luke 2:1-20 A Child is Born!
7:30pm. Candlelight Service: Luke 2:1-20. A Child is Born!
December 31 Luke 2:22-40 Christmastide
Hymn Sing--choose your favorites!

Cleaning Teams for December
12/2

Linsey Hurley’s Team

12/9

Judy Hodge’s Team

12/16 Bill Klauer’s Team
12/23 Becky Hadden’s Team
12/30 Marilyn Dow’s Team
1/6

Pam Rogers’ Team

“Winter is coming”
Those words mean
different
things
to
different
people
(especially if you are a
Game
of
Thrones
fan). But to me they
mean it is time to put
together another crack
(or perhaps cracked)
SACC Snow Clearing
MARKINGS

team. If interested in
helping keep the church
sidewalks and paths
clear for all the people
who use/attend the
church, please contact
me (Peter Babcock) at
DeaconChair@SouthAc
tonCC.org.

Spiritual Center Offering for New Year:
Introduction to Forms of Prayer & Meditation
God isn’t in your DNA, God is your DNA. Carlos Santana
Warm yourself during the dark,cold days of Epiphany Season and bring to light a deeper relationship to God
who lives in you, others, and all things. We will do this through utilizing forms of the beautiful, Christian
contemplative tradition, which was hidden away for centuries until recently and is unlike most forms of Christianity
you may know of. Sufi and Buddhist practice/teachings will occasionally blend in.
Introductory Half-Day Retreat:

Saturday, Jan. 6, 11:00am - 3:00pm
Cost: $35.00; $25.00 for church members
Includes lunch.

Introduction to the Christian contemplative tradition. Experience one prayer/meditation forms. Simple lunch with be
shared. Not a prerequisite for the 6-week course, though recommended. Great way to decide if the 6 week course is
for you!
6-Week Course on Monday evenings: Mondays, Jan. 8 - Feb. 12, 6:45 - 9:00pm
Cost: $120.00; $95.00 for church members
Each week one particular form will be introduced and practiced. There will be opportunity for private reflection
followed by discussion. Evenings open and close with light refreshments. We will explore relationship with Holy
Presence through these forms:


Sound and Silence



Icons/Images



Body Awareness



Interior Awareness



Centering Prayer



Scripture

Where: South Acton Congregational Church, 35 School St, Acton, MA
Register: Contact Rev. Susie Phoenix, 508.259.1529 (cell, accepts texts);
email: susiep123@aol.com
Facilitator: Rev. Susie Phoenix is a member of South Acton Cong. Church and is in a post-graduate training program
with the nationally renowned Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation in their program: Transforming Community:
Leading Prayer and Meditation Groups and Retreats. She received her M.Div. from Andover Newton Theological
School and has served as minister/pastor to a number of churches in New England. She is ordained and affiliated
with the United Church of Christ and the Unitarian Universalist Association and has a strong Buddhist practice. Her
other ministries have included nature, prison, hospice, religious education and music. She is known for her sense of
humor and ability to put people at ease and make them feel welcome.

ACTON HOUSING AUTHORITY
68 Windsor Avenue
P.O. Box 681
Acton, MA 01720-0681
Phone (978) 263-5339 fax (978) 266-1408

11/29/2017

Dear South Acton Congregational Church,
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in making a Holiday gift box for 2 of our families.
Your efforts are truly appreciated, and will really help these families to enjoy their Holiday.
Listed on the next page are the requests for the families receiving your Holiday gift boxes.
Please follow these instructions for packing and delivering the boxes:
1) PACK ALL GIFTS PER FAMILY INTO ONE BOX/BAG IF POSSIBLE
2) LABEL THE FAMILY’S NUMBER ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE BOX/BAG
3) DELIVER THE BOX/BAG TO THE ACTON HOUSING AUTHORITY’S OFFICE, LOCATED AT 68 WINDSOR AVE
ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14th. OUR OFFICE WILL BE OPEN 8-5.

Sincerely,
Amanda Eldridge
FSS/Tenant Services Coordinator
Acton Housing Authority
978-263-5339 x4
amanda@actonhousing.net

FAMILY NUMBER: 2
Mom’s Request: Macy’s and Market Basket Gift Card, hat/gloves/scarf set, perfume
CHILD AGE

11

GENDER

Boy

SIZE

XL clothes
7.5 shoes

GIFT REQUEST

Winter boots
Winter Jacket
Snowpants
Hat/Gloves/Scarf
Anything Patriots
Sports jersey or hoodie
Lego Ninjago

FAMILY NUMBER: 30
Dad’s Request: FILA Travail Men’s Trail Shoe size 10.5 W (available at Kohls website)
TJ Maxx and Market Basket gift cards
CHILD AGE

18

GENDER

Girl

SIZE

Shoe 11W

GIFT REQUEST

TJ Maxx and Starbucks gift cards
Bearpaw boots or similar
Hat/glove/scarf set
perfume

A Note of Thanks...
Dear SACC Friends,
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November 2017

I am writing, in part, to express my joy that SACC has called the Reverend Amy
Lunde-Whitler to be our minister starting on Sunday, February 11 –just in time for
Lent.
I’m excited to welcome her. Many of you were at church last week to hear Amy,
who describes herself on her Twitter account as “UCC Reverend, mom, wife knitter, wannabe yogi, daughter of Texas making a home in Boston.” She struck
me as warm, kind, loving, energetic, open to humor, and with an understanding
that life can be challenging.
In her sermon, Amy talked about her friend’s accountant, “Frank,” who had
suffered profound PTSD as a veteran, but who found his way to a life outside the
darkness of his recovery. Frank counseled Amy’s friend to find “ten good things”
each day: each morning, he prayed for God to “show him the first one; the rest
will follow.” Since then, I’ve tried following this practical and faith-filled advice. To
be honest, I can’t say that I have found ten things every day (“Does it really have
to be TEN?” I mutter to myself. “Like, how about just one or two?”) but I am trying
this practice. (She didn’t say it’s easy.) That Amy gave us, in her first sermon, a
memorable challenge, and practical advice for making life more meaningful gives
me confidence she’s going to be a good pastor for us.
And it was fun and awesome to meet her husband, Josh, and her son, Josiah, at
the supper the night before. I think they will all three fit into SACC quite nicely.
But I also want to say that I am even more excited, pleased, and proud that we
as a church community put ourselves in the position to attract and welcome a
talented young minister like Amy. We wrestled with our finances and decided
together to take the risk of hiring a full-time pastor. With Liz’s guidance, we reexamined our organization and created a more “business-like” way of running the
church. We kept up our missions activities. The SACC Movers kept moving
people. The Cleaning Teams kept cleaning the church. The Center kept
welcoming new renters. We kept showing up for church on Sunday. The choir
kept singing their hearts out, and Ed kept dazzling us with his piano playing. We
kept being a community of people who follows God with love and a desire to do
what we can to create a peaceful kingdom on earth, today.
This does not always happen: these days, sometimes the loss of a beloved longterm pastor spells the beginning of the end for a small church. That is decidedly
not the case for SACC.
So thank you all for being part of this community we call SACC. I wish you many
blessings during this holiday season. And I pray that you see “ten good things”
every day – like Frank says, God will help you see the first, and the rest will
follow.
Martha Rounds
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Mon

12

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

5

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

13

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

6

Wed

11

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

20

Tue

December 2017
Sun

10
6:30 Cong. Board Meeting
7:30 Deacons Meeting

19

4

10:30 Worship Service
11:45 Cong. Meeting
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
4:00 Caroling, Potluck &
Contradance

18

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal
Markings Deadline

3

17

10:00 Prayer Shawl Ministry

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

27

10:30 Worship Service
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

10:30 Christmas Pagaent
12:00 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:00 Worship Planning
7:00 Guest Piano Concert

26

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop

25

24 10:30 Worship
4:40 Children’s Svc.
7:30 Trad. Svc.
10:30 Worship 31

For event details and building use calendar, visit www.southactoncc.org/events/
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15

8

1

Fri

23

16

9

2

Sat

Thu

14

22

7:00 Candlelight Piano Concert

29

30

21

28

