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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
All people are made in
God's image. You are
invited to continue your
faith journey with us.

New Candidate selected!
We have chosen our
candidate!
Our
candidating weekend
is
scheduled
for
November
11-12,
2017. There were so
many
wonderful
candidates;
we’ve
enjoyed meeting the
candidates
and
hearing their stories,
and we’ve enjoyed
talking
about
our
wonderful
church.
This work has given
the search committee
all a deep connection
with the church and
each other, and a
pride in the work that
we’ve done here.
As you may or may
not be aware, our
interim pastor, Rev.
Liz Magill will be

leaving us at the end
of the year. Liz has a
sabbatical grant from
the Louisville Institute
for January through
April of 2018. Liz will
have been with us for
almost two years,
guiding us through
this process – from
grieving to renewal.
There will most likely
be a small gap
between Liz leaving
and when a new
pastor will start. The
Rev. Kelly Gallagher
says that there are
many great Bridge
Interims we could get
for this short period if
we have the need for
that. This will be
worked out after the
candidating weekend.
This will be an

exciting, anticipatory
time in the life of the
church! Much like
Advent, waiting and
anticipating
the
promises
and
blessings of God.
Details
of
the
candidating weekend
will be in the church
bulletin.
Thank you all for your
prayers and support!
Patti Babcock,
on behalf of your
Search Committee
Katie Bradbury
Curt Logee
Kendra Magyar
Judy McKendry
Sean Osborne
Isabelle Thourot

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 5 marks the end of Daylight Savings
Time for 2017. Don’t forget to turn back your clocks one
hour!

From Liz...
Here we are at the
month of thankfulness. I
have friends who try to
say something thankful
everyday in November.
What are you thankful
for?
The
number
one
gratitude I have on my
mind this November is
my thanks for all of you.
I thank you for hiring me
as your interim--for your
willingness to include
me in your journey. I
thank you for being
such a pleasant place to
be an interim minister-for your informal ways,
your amazing welcome,
for your willingness to
look at yourselves and
make changes. I thank
you for your Christian
commitment
to
the
community--for SACC
movers and the mission
team and the poverty
discussion and raising
money for kids’ camp
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and more. Thank you.
As I imagine moving on,
and as I imagine
someone new here at
SACC,
I
am
unexpectedly thankful
for some hard things.
Thank you for taking the
time to mourn Katrina's
leaving, and for the way
you've held each other
in that time. Thank you
for addressing hard
issues about money
and
about
SACC's
future. Thank you for
living with the anxiety
that comes with waiting
as the search process
continues. Thank you.
I also am thankful for
the
ways
this
community prays. For
the way you use the
prayer chain, for the
way you list prayers in
our worship book, for
the prayers that come
up in worship. You
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show love and caring
with how gently you
hold one another in
prayer. Thank you.
We will part ways
sooner than seems
possible--it feels a bit
like the end of the year
has suddenly become
almost here. I am a
better pastor than I was
when I started here, and
I believe you are better
prepared for a new
pastor then you were
when I started here.
Thank you for making
me better, and thank
you for taking this
journey seriously.
Come December we will
figure out how to say
good Good-byes, until
then I want to say
"Thank you".
~Liz

From the Diaconate
At the October Deacons’
meeting we spent most
of our time continuing/
finishing an up to date
listing
of
members,
associate members, and
those associated with
SACC. It took two full
meetings and lot of
homework
by
the
various
deacons
to
develop such a list, but
we wanted to have it
available to our new
minister when she/he
arrives.
As you can
imagine this was no
easy task as we seem to
have been functioning
for a number of years

with various such lists
and
various
classifications of people
as members and nonmembers.
We also
reviewed how things
went with our table at
the recent West Acton
Oktoberfest which was
staffed all day by SACC
folks. Thank you to
everyone that helped
support this effort, as
well as helping with the
SACC submission in the
NAMI
Scarecrow
contest.
Both these
efforts went so well, and
were great ways to get
out presence known to

the
Greater
Acton
population, that we will
be looking to do them
again next year. Please
keep this in mind if you’d
like to help be the face
of SACC. Finally, with
the little time we had left
we started planning for
this
year’s
Advent
Season; flyers will be
going
out
soon
regarding
all
the
planned services and
activities.
Respectfully submitted,
Peter Babcock
Diaconate Chair
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Congregational Board
Well, the time has
finally come! We have
just called a new pastor
and are waiting to meet
them,
hear
them
preach
and
vote
whether to accept the
Search
Committees
recommendation. This
is all so very exciting!
Please
plan
on
attending a special
potluck to meet the

candidate on Saturday
November 11 and
come
here
them
preach on Sunday
November 12.
We are also in our
Stewardship time here
at SACC. Please pray
for guidance in figuring
out your pledge for the
upcoming year.
On
November 5, you may

bring your pledges with
you to have them put in
the
collection
and
blessed. You may also
mail or drop off at
church at any time.
On behalf of the
Congregational Board,
Pam Rogers
Chair

QPR Training Opportunity
Community-wide suicide prevention training, free and open to the public, on
Tuesday, December 5, in the Gallery, 2nd Floor at Village Works in West
Acton, 7-9 p.m. Eliot Community Human Services, with a Healthy Teen Initiative
Grant from the Acton-Boxborough United Way, will conduct a suicide prevention
workshop open to the community. The community-wide program that teaches
the warning signs of suicide and an effective emergency response called QPR,
QUESTION, PERSUADE, AND REFER . QPR teaches 3 simple steps anyone
can learn to help save a life. Just as people trained in CPR and the Heimlich
maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, people trained in QPR learn
how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question,
persuade, and refer someone for help.
Join us in saying YES to saving the life of a friend, colleague, child, sibling or
neighbor.
By taking QPR training you will learn to:
Recognize the warning signs of suicide
Know how to offer hope

Sign up to be a Liturgist!
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Serving as the liturgist
is a wonderful way to
participate in worship
two or three Sundays a
year,
leading
the
opening prayers and
reading the scripture.
Sharing Our Faith is
optional. Liz will help
train volunteers. And

now, signing up to be a
liturgist is even easier!
Simply click here or visit
http://
www.signupgenius.com
/
go/5080a4fafac22abf94
-sunday and choose a
date that works for you!
If
you
have
any

questions,
contact
Karen in the office.

Notes of Thanks
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Dear Folks of the Prayer Shawl Ministry,
I’m sorry it has taken me so long to send my thanks to you for the
lovely shawl you made for me after my husband, Brian Benton, passed away.
It does fill me with warmth and love to know that God’s love flows from
you to me. I need that, sometimes so much in the quiet of nightfall and the
silence during my morning coffee.
I hope you know how much your ministry matters to those of us who
ache for the familiar embrace of our loved one. Those strong and protective
arms wrap around us again in the kindness and gentleness of your gifted
hands.
Thank you so much and God bless you all.
Gratefully,
Bunny Benton

Hi Jim and his team,
Thank you so much for extracting me from my home of 14 years into a
much better home for me. You were all very nice to me. You’re a great group
of people.
Thanks again,
Marie Lorizio

Dear Reverend Magill,
This letter is to thank the many members of South Acton Congregational
Church for coming to Congregation Beth Elohim to support our synagogue
and members like myself. This was shortly after the violence in
Charlottesville and also the vandalism of the Holocaust memorial near Faneuil
Hall. So many of us were feeling very low and scare, too, in disbelief at what
had happened in our country. Your church members created such an
amazing and loving presence for people, such as myself, as we walked up to
CBE. Men, women, and children were there, saying, “We support you.” I
hope that I never forget this loving act of kindness. I imagine that you have
already received some phone calls or notes like mine. I just had to get this
message into the mail today, belatedly.
Thank you to South Acton Congregational Church for standing up for us,
literally. The message that we saw, heard and felt is that love is stronger than
hate.
God bless you all,
Sincerely,

Cheryl Brandwein
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Stewardship
"When you give to God, you discover that God gives to you."
Hopefully by now you received your
Stewardship letter and pledge
card. Please pray about your giving
so the Holy Spirit can guide

you. Bring your pledge card to
church on Sunday, November 5 so
we may bless all the pledges.
Our church is small but it is so filled
with love and faith ~ let's keep God's
work going strong.

Worship for November
November 5: Communion Sunday
Matthew 22:34-46 Love Your Neighbor as Yourself
November 12:
Our pastoral candidate will choose the reading and
sermon topic this week
November 19: Thanksgiving Sunday
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Sow bountifully, reap bountifully
November 26:
Matthew 25:31-46 When do we see Christ hungry?

Cleaning Teams for November
11/4

Marilyn Dow’s Team

11/11 Pam Rogers’s Team
11/18 Tom Porcher’s Team
11/25 Angela Aaronson’s Team
12/2

Linsey Hurley’s Team

Reaching Liz...
Liz can be reached by phone at 508-450-0431; e-mail
pastor@southactoncc.org; and on Facebook. Please try to limit calls to
10am-10pm unless it is an emergency.
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Mon

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

7

15

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

8

Tue

4

November 2017
Sun

3

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

16

23

30

9:30 Friday Coffee

10

18

4:30pm Potluck

11

9:30 Friday Coffee

24

9:30 Friday Coffee

25

17

9:30 Friday Coffee

2

14

22

9

1

13

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop

6:45 Mindfulness Workshop
7:45 Choir Rehearsal

12
6:30 Cong. Board Meeting

21

6

10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
11:45 Congregational Mtg.

20

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

5

19

Markings Deadline
10:00 Prayer Shawl Ministry

29

10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

9:00 Deacons Meeting
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Jr. Choir Rehearsal
12:00 Worship Planning

28

7:45 Choir Rehearsal

27

10:00 A Stitch and a Prayer
3:45 Meditation Walk

26
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Jr. Choir Rehearsal

For event details and building use calendar, visit www.southactoncc.org/events/

