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From Liz... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 

  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 

invited to continue your 

faith journey with us. 
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Here we are at May. We've 
hopefully cleaned up the last of 
the rummage sale, the kids are 
starting the last of the units 
before summer break, the 
snow is gone from under the 
lily window, our minds have 
turned to cleaning up the yard 
and the building, and to Christ 
who has Risen the Easter Sea-
son. 
If you've ever wondered when 
to use Jesus and when to use 
Christ, generally scholars use 
Jesus to talk about the man 
who lived among us, and 
Christ to refer to the man after 
the resurrection. It's not com-
pletely logical, Christ is Greek 
for the Hebrew messiah, both 
of which mean "the anointed 
one". And the Hebrew predic-
tions of a messiah were mostly 
predictions of a human being 
living here on earth, anointed 
in the way King David was 
anointed--chosen by God to 
lead. 
We'll be exploring the way the 
early church struggled to figure 
out what Jesus, and the risen 
Christ, meant for how they act 
in the world. In the book of 
Acts we'll see that most of the 
questions were not "how do we 
understand resurrection," but 
rather, "what do we do and 
who do we be to follow Jesus". 
Diana Butler Bass has intro-
duced the idea that today is 
more like the first century than 

it is like the renaissance. In the 
renaissance, European civiliza-
tion was turning toward the 
mind having priority in daily 
life. Science and Mathematics 
took leaps in development, but 
at the same time the first roots 
of fundamentalist religion 
grew. You may be surprised to 
find fundamentalism focused 
on the mind--since some fun-
damentalists are resistant to 
some scientific developments--
but it suggests that we can 
know exactly what God wants 
by looking at the data. And it 
suggests that the data is per-
fect, that it came from God. 
The data is the bible. 

Fundamentalism starts with 
Believing. If you believe the 
right things you will do the 
right things and if you do the 
right things you can belong to 
our community.  
But in the early church, as de-
scribed in Acts, there is little 
discussion of what to believe. 
Of course they didn't have the 

new testament, but more im-
portantly, their focus was not 
on asking "who is the Christ" 
but on being "the body of 
Christ". In Acts, the first ques-
tion is "how can I belong" to 
this new community.  
Diana Butler Bass suggests that 
the new church being devel-
oped today also starts with the 
question of belonging. People 
come to church seeking a sense 
that they belong. Once they 
belong, they begin to behave in 
the ways that build up the com-
munity. Then the people who 
belong get together sometimes 
to ask what they believe. At 
that point it’s a discussion, not 
a lesson, because everyone is 
committed to us all belonging 
to one another. The question 
of precisely what we believe is 
simply not the most important 
question. 
So as we explore the early 
church this May, I hope you 
will think about what it means 
to be a community of belong-
ing. How do we invite other 
people to belong to us? How 
do we communicate that others 
are welcome to belong with us? 
What does it mean to *be* the 
body of Christ, rather than to 
figure out exactly what the 
body of Christ is? How can we 
share Alleluia with the world? 
 

~Liz 
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I want to use this space this 
month to thank everyone 
who helped with the 
services over the past 
month or so.  In addition 
to the regular Sunday 
services during Lent and 
Easter there were many 
additional services and 
activities. So thank you to 
all the ushers and greeters, 
liturgists, choir members, 
providers of art, readers for 
the Tenebrae service, 
breakfast table setter 
uppers and cleaners, 
Sunrise breakfast food 
bringers, sanctuary glass 

door openers/closers, pew 
movers, flower donators, 
flower setter uppers, snow 
clearing team (I am sure 
there was at least one snow 
fall in that time), and 
anyone else I may have 
missed.  Clearly, it takes a 
lot of people to make all 
these things happen, but it 
happens nevertheless.  
Please let me or your 
deacon know if you are 
interested in serving as an 
Usher or Greeter in the 
future. As always, if there 
are any issues or needs you 
wish to bring to the 

attention of the deacons 
you can contact your 
assigned deacon (see 
below) or let me know at 
DeaconChair@SouthActon
CC.org 

 
Peter Babcock 

SACC trip to Heifer Farm 
 We froze our fannies but 
loved the farm! All the 
animals were wearing their 
wooly coats and we wore 
our down parkas!  It was 
approximately 20 degree F 
with a wind chill of at 

most 0 degrees F, but fun 
was had by all ages. Our 
tour guide, Evelyn, was 
marvelous showing us the 
cattle, sheep, goats, 

rabbits, chickens, baby 
steer named Daisy, and 
the sugar house. We loved 
the sugar house—it was 
sooo warm!  

After the great tour we 
enjoyed pancakes, Heifer 
farm-made sausage and 
maple syrup. Delicious. 
Any of you who missed 
our trip due to conflicts or 

i l lness or weather, 
consider going on your 
own. It’s a beautiful place 
with a superb mission. 
We’re glad to support 
them.  For more info, go 
t o  h t t p s : / /

www.heifer.org/what-you
- c a n - d o / e x p e r i e n c e -
h e i f e r / h e i f e r - f a r m /
index.html. 

~Becky Hadden 

Deacon                        Last 
Names 

Amber Klauer            A & B 

Sarah Bradbury         C & E 

Bob Van Meter          D, F & G 

Judy Hodge                H thru K 

Laurie Thibodeau     L thru N 

Angela Aaronson      O thru S 

Steve Hadden            T thru Z 

mailto:DeaconChair@SouthActonCC.org
mailto:DeaconChair@SouthActonCC.org
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Cleaning Teams for May 
5/6 Becky Hadden’s Team 

5/13 Marilyn Dow’s Team 

5/20 Pam Rogers’s Team 

5/27 Tom Porcher’s Team 

6/3 Angela Aaronson’s Team 

Worship for May 
May 7: We are the church waiting for Jesus. Acts 1:1-11  
Pastor Liz preaching and Patti Babcock sharing Super Saturday learning about vital 
churches. 
 
May 14: We are the church with the courage to stand for Jesus. Acts 7:55-60 
Karen Hodges preaching. 
 
May 21: We are the church caring for one another. Acts 2:37-47 
Pastor Liz preaching and Judy McKendry sharing Super Saturday learning about 
Crafting a Mission Statement. 
 
May 28: We are the church working together. Acts 6:1-7 
Pastor Liz preaching and Steve Hadden sharing Super Saturday learning about acting 
in ways that live out faith. 

Join with your SACC 
friends on Saturday, 
May 20th between 
10AM and 4PM to help 
repair and beautify our 
church building. During 
the year Steve Hadden, 
Tom Porcher, and 
Charlie Rogers have 
carried out a number of 
sma l l  p ro jec t s  & 
improvements around 
the church, including 
motion sensors to turn 
on the lights in the 
bathrooms, a new cover 
for the sump pump, and 
a new "smart" thermostat 
in  the  sanc tua ry . 
Similarly, our cleaning 

teams work tirelessly 
each week to keep the 
c h u r c h  l o o k i n g 
fantastic.  For the Spring 
Spruce Up we'll tackle 
bigger cleaning, painting, 
repair projects that need 
to get done around the 
church.  Right now we 
plan to painting and 
repair the ramp, repair 
several doors so that they 
seal better, and a number 
of other cleaning and 
yard work activities. This 
will be a fun day to work 
together as a community, 
learn some new skills, 
and help to keep our 125 
year old building in great 

shape for another 125 
years. There will be 
appropriate jobs for all 
ages as well as childcare 
available for younger 
kids. We'll also need 
volunteers who can help 
with lunch and providing 
childcare. Whether you 
are able to come for an 
hour or the whole day 
your participation will be 
apprec ia ted !  Please 
contact Andrew Magyar, 
andrewpmagyar@gmail.c
om, to sign up or for 
more information.  
 

SACC Spring Spruce Up 
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“Never doubt that 

a small group of 

thoughtful, 

committed, 

citizens can 

change the world. 

Indeed, it is the 

only thing that 

ever has.”  

― Margaret Mead  

 

 

 

  

Update on the Center... 

Missions & Outreach 
Please sign up to walk 
the Mother's Day Walk 
for Peace in Boston 
on Sunday, May 14, 
2017!  Many of us went 
last year and it was an 
incredibly meaningful 
experience.  We have a 
SACC team already 
registered and ready for 
you to join!  
 
To sign up just click the 
registration link below 
and make sure you 
choose our team:  South 

Acton Congregational 
Church.  Please choose 
Madison Park HS as your 
starting point. 
Can't go?  Consider 
donating to the team - go 
t o :   h t t p s : / /
lbdpeace.z2systems.com/
southactoncc 
Registration link: 
 h t t p s : / /
www.z2systems.com/
np/cl ients/lbdpeace/
eventRegistration.jsp?
campaign=30&fundraiser
=21906&event=513&  

 
If you have any 
questions, please see 
Sean Osborne or Patti 
Babcock. 

Join the Choirs 
All kids (K-8th grade) are 
invited to join our Junior 
Choir, led by Amber 
Klauer.  The Junior Choir 
rehearses every Sunday 

after church, and sings an 
anthem during worship 
every few weeks.  Our 
Senior Choir rehearses 
Wednesday evenings at 

7:45 pm and sings every 
Sunday except the last of 
the month.  No experience 
needed - just come and 
enjoy!   

The Center was an idea 
that sparked because we 
wanted SACC to be 
relevant in this changing 
w o r l d ,  t o  b r i n g 
spirituality to those who 
feel they are not religious, 
to bring knowledge or 
comfort to those who are 
seeking wholeness.  That 
is our “why.”  Financial 
income is a by-product 
of our efforts, not the 
core of why we do this – 
having said that, The 
Center’s income is 
growing. 
We hope to have a 

website up and working 
sometime in the next few 
months.   We also hope 
to better publicize our 
happenings.  In 2017, the 
Center has had many 
regular groups who are 
seeking wholeness or fit 
i n t o  o u r  c o r e 
values.  These include 
two weekly Indian dance 
groups, a yoga class on 
Saturdays, a mindfulness 
w o r k s h o p  o n 
Wednesdays, two other 
mindfulness events on 
Thursdays, and a mental 
health support group on 

Mondays.  If you've been 
interested in something 
but can't find it in our 
area, please talk to us 
about it, maybe we can 
start one at The Center -- 
t h a t ' s  h o w  t h e 
mindfulness workshop 
started! 
  
As of April 20, 2017, we 
have 3,393.69 in our 
Center account – over 
half of this has been 
income from 2017. 
 
Patti Babcock 
Steve Hadden 
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