
D E C E M B E R    2 0 1 6  

From Liz... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 

invited to continue your 

faith journey with us. 
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Advent is a Time of 
Waiting 
While it is common in our 
present culture to spend 
the next few weeks 
waiting for gift-giving, and 
for many Christians it is a 
time of waiting to 
remember “the reason for 
the season”, Advent is 
meant to a season of 
w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e 
oppressed to go free.  
 
While we remember the 
oppression the Jewish 
people faced at the time 
of Jesus’ birth, what is 
most important during 
this time is that we 
remember the oppression 
that still exists in the 
world around us. The 
reason we are waiting for 
Jesus to come again is not 
because we need to wait 
for gifts, but that we need 
to wait for love to win 
aga in s t  oppress ion . 
Advent is hard. The days 
get shorter and shorter, 
the days get colder and 
colder, our hearts feel 
further and further from 
hope. 
 

The song “O Come, O 
C o m e  E m m a n u e l ” 
expresses the darkness: 
mourning in lonely exile, 
satan’s tyranny, gloomy 
clouds of night, path to 
misery. What do we want? 
Emmanuel, that is “God 
with Us”. We want God 

to be here understanding 
how hard this time is for 
us.  
 
For some of us the 
parallels to our lives are 
obvious—we want God 
with Us in a world at war, 
in our nation divided, in 
the struggles in our high 
school, in our church 
f a c i n g  s o  m u c h 
uncertainty, in our 
f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a r e 
struggling. Advent is not 
the time to say “it’ll all 
work out”. Advent is the 
time we say “this is a dark 
time”.  

It’s tempting to jump to 
the celebrat ion of 
Christmas. One of the 
things we’ve learned in 
our mindfulness class is 
that trying to push aside 
hard things doesn’t 
actually make it better. 
Advent is about sitting in 
the hard time.  
 
But as Christians we 
don’t sit alone. We sit 
together in the hard time. 
We sit with each other, 
and we sit with your 
neighbors. We share 

food, worry, laughter, and 
we remind each other of 
the hope—the hope that 
God *is* with us, even as 
we cry and plead for God 
to be with us.  
 
R e j o i c e !  R e j o i c e ! 
Emmanuel, shall come to 
us, shall be with us, shall 
prevail.  
~ Liz 
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The Season of Advent 
begins on Sunday 
November 27th.  As 
always it is a time for 
reflection and waiting, 
and it is a busy time for 
the church.  In addition 
to the traditional worship 
during Advent, we will 
be having our Contra 
Dance/Pot Luck supper 
on December 11th, the 
children’s Christmas 
Pageant will be presented 

at service on the 18th 
and Ed Rosser will 
perform a candlelit 
performance of seasonal 
music that evening, we 
will have our two 
C h r i s t m a s  E v e 
Services (children’s 
Nativity at 4:30PM and 
traditional at 7:30PM), 
and there will be a 
Sunday worship service 
on Christmas Morning.  
The deacons wish all a 

peaceful, meaningful, 
joyful Christmas season 
and hope you are able to 
join us at as many of 
these events as possible. 
 
Peter Babcock 
Diaconate Chair 
 

“At this 

Christmas 

when Christ 

comes, will 

He find a 

warm heart? 

Mark the sea-

son of Advent 

by loving and 

serving the 

others with 

God's own 

love and con-

cern.”   

Mother  

Teresa 

 

Congregational News 
Happy December and 
Advent!  
If you haven’t had a 
chance to hand in your 
pledge for 2017, please 
co n s ide r  t h i s  a 
reminder.  
We had a great meeting 
after church on the 
13th to talk about 
things we do well, 
things we need to work 
on and we shared 
information about our 
options for a fulltime 
or part-time minister 

depending on how our 
pledge totals come out.  
Stay tuned for further 
information about this 
as the Search Team 
moves forward.   
After Steve Hadden’s 
article about our extra 
pews, we’ve decided to 
cut 4 of them down to 
make smaller pews; 
three we will use 
around the church and 
one we will raffle off to 
raise money.  More info 
as this project unfolds.  

Charlie Rogers has 
offered to try his hand 
at making the new 
benches - thanks 
Charlie!  
 
 
 
Blessings,  
Pam Rogers 
Chair Congregational Board 

Other members of the 
Congregational Board:  Jim 
Willis, Russ Bosbach, Joan 
Fischer, Gina Ghioldi, 
Peter Babcock, Bee Baker 

Poinsettia’s  
Order your Christmas 
Poinsettias!  If interested 
in ordering a poinsettia 
this Christmas season, 
please fill out an order 
form found in the 

Sunday bulletins or send 
an email to Peter 
Babcock at Deacon 
Chair@SouthActonCC.o
rg 
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Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Service 

“It is now, at 

Advent, that I am 

given the chance 

to suspend all 

expectation...and 

instead to revel in 

the mystery.”   

-Jerusalem 

Jackson Greer  

 

 

 

  

The junior choir will be singing Dec 
11th at the 10:30AM  service and Dec 
24th at the 4:30 Christmas Eve 
Service. 
The junior choir will be meeting at 
Bickford's  at 9:00AM on Sat Dec 
10th. After breakfast we will go to 
Robbins Brook Inn at 10:30AM to sing 
Christmas Carols. 

Junior Choir 

Search Committee Update 
G r e e t i n g s  S A C C 
members, 
 
This is an update from 
the Search Committee. 
We just had our first 
official meeting and we 
are coming together as a 
unit to represent you. We 

would like to ask for you 
to get your pledges into 
the Church so that we, 
the church as the whole, 
can determine whether 
we'd like a full or part-
time pastor. Once the 
church has decided these 
things then we, the 

Search Committee, can 
compile our church's 
profile and we can get 
results to you in a timely 
manner. 
 
Thank you and yours in 
Fellowship, 
 

Christmas Pageant 
It is Christmas Pageant 
time again.  Come and 
join the magic and spirit 
of the season as we act 
out the story of the birth 
of Christ.  All children 
are welcome and there 
are both speaking and 
non-speaking parts.  We 
want as many children as 

possible to make our 
play special, so invite 
your friends to join 
us.  Rehearsal begins 
on Sunday, December 
4th during Sunday 
School time.  We 
rehearse again on the 
1 1 t h  b e g i n n i n g 
at 10:30 and we gather 

for the pageant on the 
18th at 9:30 for our last 
run through. before 
sharing our play with the 
congregation.  No 
worries if you miss a 
rehearsal.  Email Dulcey 
with any questions.  We 
look forward to seeing 
you on the 4th.  

Wanted:  Markings Editor 
This is my last Markings, 
I’m very sad to say.  If 
anyone has any desire to 

take over, please let Pas-
tor Liz or myself, Pam 
Rogers 

rogers989@verizon.net 
508.259.4947 
Will train!   
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“Advent: the 

time to listen 

for footsteps – 

you can’t hear 

footsteps 

when 

you’re running 

yourself.” Bill 

McKibben  

 

Cleaning Teams for December  
12/2     Becky Hadden’s Team 
12/9     Pam Roger’s Team 
12/16   Tom Porcher’s Team 
12/23   Angela Aaronson’s Team 
12/30   Jane Epstein’s Team 
 

Friday Coffee - Change in location 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday coffees continue - 
now at the Legends 
Cafe, 5 Spruce Street, 

Acton on Fridays from 
9:30 to 11 AM.  Come 
join us for fellowship 
over coffee or tea to 
commiserate, vent, share 
what you’re reading, 
thinking, seeing, feeling, 
wondering, concerned 

about, and latest news of 
the church, science, arts, 
town, country, world - or 
just to listen to your 
friends at SACC.   

Worship in December 
December 4 
Second Sunday in Advent: Peace 
Isaiah 11:1-10 and Matthew 3:1-12 
Communion Sunday 
 
December 11 
Third Sunday in Advent: Joy 
Isaiah 35:1-10 and Matthew 11:2-11 
 
December 18 
Fourth Sunday in Advent: Love 
Isaiah 7:10-16 and The Christmas Story 
Christmas Pageant 
 
December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Children’s Service at 4:30 
Candlelight Lessons and Carols 7:30 
 
December 25 10:30am 
It’s an IMPROV Christmas!! 
Wear your Pajamas!! 
You won’t know what’s going to happen next!!  
Join us for Christmas Carols, some surprise gifts, and a wild order of worship. 
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“Christmas 

has lost its 

meaning for 

us because 

we have lost 

the spirit of 

expectancy. 

We cannot 

prepare for 

an  

observance. 

We must pre-

pare for an  

experience.” 

Handel 

Brown  
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“Life is a 

constant 

Advent 

season: we are 

continually 

waiting to 

become, to 

discover, to 

complete, to 

fulfill.”  

 

McLean Hospital Holiday Donations 
Val Hadden and Janet 
Cowley are collecting 
unwrapped gifts for teens 
who will be spending the 
upcoming holidays in the 
locked ward at McLean 
Hosp ita l ,  Be lmont , 
MA.  Holidays are an 
especially difficult time 
of year for many, but for 
teens in locked wards 
who may not have any 
gifts or visitors, it is a 
lonely time.  If you 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o 
contribute, please keep in 
mind that gifts should be 

unwrapped, have no 
sharps, do not contain 
alcohol (many make ups/
nail polishes do), and do 
not have any type of a 
violent theme.  Both 
boys and girls are in need 
of gifts.  Suggestions: 
socks, mittens, journals 
for writing (no metal, 
spiral binding), coloring 
books/crayons, non 
v i o l e n t  v i d e o 
g a m e s ,   b o o k s , 
crossword puzzles, soft 
huggable stuffed animals, 
etc.  If you have 

questions please contact 
e i t h e r  J a n e t  o r 
Val.  janet.cowley@gmail
.com. - 978-897-4849. or 
thefateofthenettle@yaho
o.com  
 As mentioned, the 
collection box will be in 
the church vestry 
until December 11th.  If 
you cannot donate a gift, 
a handwritten Christmas 
card is also much 
appreciated. 
 
Thank you! 

Dear SACC Family, 

Thank you all so very much for making my 

Ordination so special and spirit-filled. My 

family and new church were impressed and 

touched by your hospitality, singing and 

grace. 

  
My best wishes and God's peace to you all, 

Kelly Donahue 

Note from Charlotte Weatherbee with a donation for the 
Rummage/Bake Sale: 
Dear Friends, 
Thanking of you all. I will be with you in spirit. Always 
enjoyed working on this when I could. I pray you do well. 
Love, Charlotte 

N�� �r�� Gla�y�: 
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��� +,-%e/�n�.  M!23� s�4e�5� 
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�5� �ha� i�  @ #$%� t' AB�nC 
�D�E; F96G, IJK� 4�, w�,lC IJK� 
A +,-%e/� , L%ea7� M�D� 4� A c#-O 
a� 978-369-1761 !nC I VJ-O 3� 
h!pX; t' m!JO ��� +,-%e/�  t' 
y�Y.  An[6lA A!r�ns�  ha� \-
8�*eC t' ]"XLI; 4� Vi�) ��� +,--
%e/�n�.     
  Gla�y� F�*�m!  
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"O Father 

may that Ho-

ly Star 

Grow every 

year more 

bright, 

And send its 

glorious 

beams afar 

To fill the 

world with 

light."  

 

  

Winter is Coming 
Those words mean dif-
ferent things to different 
people (especially if you 
are a Game of Thrones 
fan).  But to me they 
mean it is time to put 

together another crack 
(or perhaps cracked) 
SACC Snow Cleaning 
Team.  If interested in 
helping keep the church 
sidewalks and paths clear 

for people to attend 
church, please contact 
me (Peter Babcock) at 
DeaconChair@SoutActonCC.org.  

A Piece of Cape Cod, Just For You 

Billy and Amber Klauer have a Time Share in Cape Cod Holiday Estates that they 
would like to sell. It's a single house  and really quite lovely. It has  5 rooms with 2 

full baths.  It sleeps at least 4 and  a pull out sofa that could sleep 2 more. It has 
a full kitchen, 2 flat screen tvs,  a washer and dryer and a jacuzzi in the master 
bath.  The arrival date is March 11th for one week, every year.  The 
cost is $816.50. It's nice and quiet this time of the year and it's also 
close to many shopping areas and Falmouth is very near. 
Check it out: http://www.capecodholidayestates.com/   
Contact Billy and Amber if you are interested.   

  

Interim Team News 
The Interim Team has 
been pleased and 
grat ified by many 
people's willingness to 
participate in visioning, 
surveys, and informal 
discussions about the 
direction we want to take 
SACC. This input is 
absolutely invaluable!  
One of the most 
important things we 
have accomplished is 
choosing a Search 
Committee. The way we 
did this was to ask 
everyone to fill out a 
questionnaire to tell us 
three people in the 
church whom they feel 
will represent them and 

what they are interested 
in. This gave us a lengthy 
list, with many names 
nominated mult iple 
times. Then, we went 
through the list and 
looked for people who 
had been nominated by 
multiple people who 
were in one or more of 
the following categories: 
a  yo un g  p e r so n ; 
someone who's been in 
the church for a shorter 
time; someone who 
started coming when 
Katrina was here; 
someone who started 
coming with Ross was 
here; someone who 
started coming before 

Ross. We sought to 
represent all ages and 
interests. 
Here's the committee: 
Curt Logee, Judy 
M c K e n d r y ,  K a t i e 
Bradbury, Sean Osborne, 
Kendra Magyar and 
Isabelle Thourot. They 
have already begun 
meeting.  
Our deepest thanks to 
the committee members 
who agreed to take on 
this sacred task. We ask 
that everyone in the 
church pray for the 
Search Committee - for 
discernment, wisdom, 
and that their service be 
a joy to each of them. 




