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From Liz... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 

invited to continue your 

faith journey with us. 
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      Many of my friends 
spend the month of No-
vember engaging in various 
thankfulness exercises. 
Some post something they 
are thankful for every day 
on Facebook. Others do a 
ten or twenty day ritual 
around thankfulness. One 
of my friends ends every 
evening with a reciting of 
the POW and the WOW of 
the day: what hit you too 
hard, and what was wonder-
ful? 
     I personally try to be 
more thankful for what I 
have, and less worried about 
what I don’t have. I try to 
remember that Jesus fed 
four thousand people with a 
few loaves of bread. 
     When we think of what 
we are thankful of at SACC 
we think of the friends, the 
person who made a call 
when we needed it, the 
prayers of support. We also 
are thankful that we’ve been 
able to take a stand on gun 
violence, that we are able to 
drive people to the church, 
that we have people who 
volunteer to be deacons and 
on the board and to usher 
and to prepare communion 
and to move our neighbors 
from one home to the oth-
er. I hope that we are also 

thankful for the money that 
we give to the church. 
     Money gives us the abil-
ity to engage with the econ-
omy. With money we can 
buy heat and a dehumidifier 
for our basement. With 
money we can pay for ad-
ministrative support, a musi-
cian, and a pastor. It takes 
money to care for our build-
ing, to provide curriculum 
for our Sunday School, to 
hire someone for the nurse-
ry. Money allows us to sup-
port ministries to others, 
and to create programs that 
communicate the good news 
to others. It takes money to 
keep up the website, and 
social media, and to adver-
tise what we are doing.  
     On November 13 we will 
gather to talk about money. 
There are lots of taboos 
about such talk but silence 
does not create unity, silence 
creates the sense that there 
are secrets. Because we are 
children of God, because we 
are siblings of one another, 
it is appropriate to discuss 
what we have done in the 
past with the resources we 
have been given. What are 
the decisions we have made? 
How do we feel about those 
decisions? What was frus-
trating, unclear, divisive, joy-

ful, grace-filled? 
      The reason for discuss-
ing the past is to inform the 
future. We can change our 
values, change our habits, 
change our style, if we can 
recognize our values, habits, 
style. We can decide how we 
will talk about money. We 
can talk together about what 
will we do with the money 
we have. 
     It is easy for discussions 
of money to turn into dis-
cussions based in fear or 
anxiety. Perhaps, people 
may whisper, perhaps we do 
not have enough. My own 
theory of church is that 
whatever we have—it is 
enough. I remember the five 
loaves and six fishes that fed 
four thousand—plus wom-
en and children! But for it to 
be enough we must decide 
wisely how to use what we 
have. And to make wise de-

cisions we must talk to one 
another and discern what 
our church is about. 
     Make your pledge for 
2017. Come to the meet-
ing November 13. Pray. 
Volunteer. Together we will 
eat bread and fish, and share 
it with the community.      
~ Liz 



 

P A G E  2  

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

As we head into 
November, things are 
starting to get quite busy 
at SACC.  By the time 
this newsletter is out the 
rummage sale will have 
come and gone, Election 
Day will be right around 
the corner (yes, the 
political campaigning will 
finally be over), and then 
there is Thanksgiving 
and the start of 
Advent.  This year we 
have another special 
event  with  Kel ly 
Donahue’s ordination at 
SACC on Sunday, Nov. 
6th at 3:00pm.  I hope 
as many of us as possible 
will be there to celebrate 

with Kelly and support 
her on this important 
day.  I also ask that folks 
help out by volunteering 
to assist with set up, 
clean up, and/or helping 
with the reception in any 
way they can.  Please 
sign up in the vestry or 
let me, or another 
deacon know, if you can 
help. 
  
Speaking of signing up to 
help, this year in addition 
t o  m a k i n g 
announcements asking 
for ushers and greeters 
for Sunday services the 
deacons will be making 
personal requests by 

telephone, email, or in 
p e r s o n  s e e k i n g 
volunteers to help with 
these duties.  Please 
participate in the service 
by taking on one of these 
r o l e s  w h e n 
asked.  Speaking from 
personal experience, you 
will not only be helping 
the congregation, but 
you will enjoy it, get to 
greet everyone, and it 
will be a rewarding 
experience with minimal 
effort on your part, so 
please help out. 
 
Thank you, 
Peter Babcock 
Diaconate Chair 

“To speak 

gratitude is 

courteous 

and pleasant, 

to enact grat-

itude is gen-

erous and 

noble, but to 

live gratitude 

is to touch 

Heaven.” 

Johannes A. 

Gaertner 

 

 

  

Congregational News 
Happy November!  As 
Peter mentioned above, 
there is a lot going on.  
Please be prepared to 
pray and figure out 
your pledge amount for 
this year so we can start 
2017 financially sound.   
Please make every 
effort to attend the 
a f t e r  c h u r c h 
meeting /potluck on 
the 13th.  Lots will be 
discussed.   
 

November is also a 
time to count our 
blessings and the 
blessings we have at 
SACC are many.   
 
We are thankful for  
each and every member 
and a l l  o f the 
wonderful volunteers 
that help make our 
church the special place 
that it is.   
 
Please see the end of 

Markings for a poem I 
read in church last 
Sunday about our 
special place we call 
SACC.   
 
Blessings,  
Pam Rogers 
Chair Congregational Board 

 
Other members of the 

Congregational Board:  Jim 
Willis, Russ Bosbach, Joan 
Fischer, Gina Ghioldi, 
Peter Babcock, Bee Baker 
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M A R K I N G S  

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Service 

“As we express 

our gratitude, we 

must never forget 

that the highest 

appreciation is 

not to utter 

words, but to live 

by them.” 

-John Fitzgerald  

 

 

 

  

.Who is that guy? What 
does he mean to us as 
Christians? What’s the 
evidence? Who did *he* 
think he was? What does 
the church say he is? 
What do Jews, Muslims, 
Hindus, and Buddhists 
think of him? Who did 
the gospel writers think 
that he is (there are four 

different answers to that 
question!)? 
And finally, where is all 
that tussling leading for 
you? 
Using a variety of 
sources this discussion 
group will be more 
about questions than 
about answers, but will 
get at that guy we call 

Jesus, the Christ, the 
Messiah, a prophet, a 
m an .  Br in g yo ur 
questions and join us 12-
1  o n  S u n d a y s 
N o v e m b e r  2 7 , 
December 4 and 11. 
Let Pastor Liz know if 
you need childcare. 

Discussion Group - Tussling with Jesus 

Friday Coffee 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday coffees are start-
ing back up beginning 
on Friday, September 16.   

We are getting together 
at the Acton Coffee 
House, 525 Mass Ave 
on Fridays from 9:30 to 
11 AM.  Come join us 
for fellowship over cof-
fee or tea to commiser-
ate, vent, share what 

you’re reading, thinking, 
seeing, feeling, wonder-
ing, concerned about, 
and latest news of the 
church, science, arts, 
town, country, world - or 
just to listen to your 
friends at SACC.   

The Center 
The Center at SACC is 
humming quietly along at 
an introductory pace with 
yoga classes, meditation 
sessions, and dance clas-
ses. Most of these events 
are serial, but will end too 
soon, and we need to 
continue actively planning 
and creating if we want to 
keep The Center going 
and growing. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Center presently gen-
erates about $200 per 
month of revenue. Much 
more important, it's 
building the visibility and 
reputation of The Center 
in the community as a 

place where participants 
gain cultural and spiritual 
experience and insight, 
and even a bit of joy! 
 
We invite you to join us 
and others interested in 
The Center. We’ll meet at 
SACC at 9:30 AM on 
Sunday, November 6. 

Winter Book Group 
                                                            
 
 
 

The winter book discus-
sion group will start in 
January. If you’d like to 
be part of that let Pastor 

Liz know when is the 
best time for you to 
meet—evenings? day-
time? Sundays?  
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“Do not get 

tired of doing 

what is good. 

Don't get 

discouraged 

and give up, 

for we will 

reap a harvest 

of blessing at 

the 

appropriate 

time.” 

Galations 6:9 

 

 

Worship in November 
November 6 - All Saints Day 
Luke 6:20-31 The beatitudes 
 
November 13 - Congregational Potluck Lunch and Meeting 
Luke 20:27-38 God is the God of the living 
 
November 20 - Thanksgiving Sunday 
John 6:25-35 God provides the bread from heaven 
 
November 27 - First Sunday in Advent 
Matthew 24:36-44 
No one knows when Jesus will come again. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Nov 6 3pm  Kelly Donohue’s Ordination 
Nov 13 11:45am  Congregational Meeting and Potluck 
Nov 20 10:30am  Thanksgiving Worship 
Nov 20 12pm  Worship planning 
 
ADVENT 
Nov 27 10:30am  First Sunday of   Advent 
December 10 Junior Choir Caroling 
December 11 4pm  Caroling with Boxboro at SACC 
December 11 5:30pm  Potluck with Boxboro at SACC 
December 11 6:30pm  Contra Dance 
December 18 10:30am  Christmas Pageant 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:30pm Children’s service 
7:30pm Candlelight Service 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
10:30am Worship. Pajama Day! 
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M A R K I N G S  

“Gratitude 

makes sense 

of our past, 

brings peace 

for today, 

and creates a 

vision for to-

morrow.” 

Melody  

Beattie   

 

 

  

Cleaning Teams for November  
11/5     Jane Epstein’s Team 
11/12   Judy Hodge’s Team 
11/19   Bill Klauer’s Team 
11/26   Marilyn Dow’s Team 
12/2     Becky Hadden’s Team 
 

Transition Team Event - Nov 13 
        We hope to have 
the search team in place 
b y  t h e  s t a r t  o f 
November. 
     N o v e m b e r  1 3 , 
from 11:45-1:45pm, the 
transit ion team is 
leading a workshop on 

the history of SACC and 
our financial decisions. 
This is a potluck 
lunch—we said we 
wanted more potlucks in 
the our visioning process. 
     The next transition 
team events will be about 

identifying our charism 
and our niche. There 
Pastor Liz has written 
articles about that on our 
web site, and we hope 
you are thinking about 
this now. 

Wanted:  Markings Editor 
I can’t remember how 
long I’ve been doing 
Markings but it’s been a 
really long time.  I enjoy 
it but have found that I 
need to cut back on a few 
things in my life.  In our 
small church a lot of us 
wear many hats.  Aside 
from cleaning teams and 
helping with the rum-
mage sale, I am currently 

the disburser (bill payer) 
and now the Chair of the 
Congregational Board.  I 
figured finding someone 
to take over Markings 
would help me cut back a 
bit.  It doesn’t need to 
look like this, it can be 
done any way you see fit.  
I will continue until the 
end of the year, but then 
I will be stepping down.  

Please let me know if you 
would like to take over.  
You are typically not 
writing articles, you are 
just collecting, copying 
and pasting.  Please con-
tact me if you are inter-
ested.   
 
Pam Rogers 
rogers989@verizon.net 
508.259.4947 

Rummage Bake Sale & Lunch - A Success!   
THANK YOU to all 
who played a part in our 
Fall Rummage, Bake Sale 
& Lunch.  From donat-
ing something, to work-
ing on the clean-up crew, 

to helping people shop, 
to serving people food, 
to telling your friends to 
stop by - everything 
helped make our hard 
work a success for our 

church.  Over $4,000 was 
raised.  Woohoo!   
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“If the only 

prayer you 

ever say in 

your whole life 

is 'thank you', 

that would  

suffice.” 

Meister  

Eckhart 

 

SACC Pews Available 
It’s been more than two years since we re-arranged the pews in the sanctuary to face 
west from their original south-facing position. While there’s been controversy, we’ve 
also had a lot of affirmation that people like the new arrangement. Now we have 
some extra pews, and we need to decide what to do with them. 
 
Some will note that we use these pews at Christmas and Easter and other times when 
we need to accommodate a large audience. But we don’t need them. We have enough 
folding chairs to fill the vestry without using the pews. The problem is that keeping 
the pews in the vestry constrains our ability to use the vestry ourselves and to rent it 
to others for other purposes. 
 
Before we re-arranged our seating, we had 3 extra pews in the vestry. Now we have 5, 
and they’re in the way! We can easily keep two (or even 3) pews along the sides of the 
vestry. But the others … do we need them? Following are some ideas for what we 
can do with them, and I invite you to contact me if you have other ideas or an 
interest in this issue. 
 
- Offer our excess pews for sale to the congregation and/or on Craig’s List. Lots of 
solid oak pews very much like ours are offered on E-Bay for $1 to $250. (Others, in 
beautifully finished condition are asking up to $950 each.) 
 
- Reconfigure 3 pews as follows: Remove the ends; shorten the seat and back from 10 
feet to 7 feet in length; re-attach the ends; position the 3 newly-shortened pews in 3 
locations: 
     * against the sanctuary's south wall, on the floor near the emergency exit.  
     * against the sanctuary's south wall, left of the organ, in lieu of the chairs 
sometimes used by the choir. 
     * on the floor below the chairs sometimes used by the choir. 
 
- Keep them as spares in somebody’s barn. (Do you have space to store them?) 
 
- Simply discard them. 
 
Please let me know your thoughts! I favor the “reconfigure" option, but we need 
someone to step forward to do that carpentry. Which option do you favor? Can you 
help? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Steve Hadden 
shadden@hadlorgroup.com  
978-621-3253  



A Stewardship Poem (read by Pam Rogers, tears included, of course) 

Our wonderful SACC, let me count the ways 
You fulfill us and thrill us and for this we must pay 

 
A place filled with warmth, laughter & love 

We can actually feel God smiling from above 
 

A place this special is amazing and rare 
Let’s see why we’re here and why we should care 

 
Let’s start with the movers, they are quite a team 
The most hardworking group you have ever seen 

 
Sunday morning gatherings are always a treat 

Lots of lessons, prayers & songs and folks to meet 
 

In the Fall & Spring our sale of baked goods & deals 
Is a great community event, the relationships are real 

 
Our choir of angels sing with their hearts and souls 
With Ed directing them, he is worth a ton of gold 

 
The caroling, potluck and dance for one and all 

We love to dance, laugh and listen to fiddlers call 
 

The cleaning teams mop, dust and scrub with smiles 
It’s fun when done together and it’s only once in awhile 

 
The pageant each Christmas is precious and sweet 

The children are shepherds, cows and sheep 
 

SACC holds a part of each and every one of us 
It is the people who make it the special place it is 

 
We have all kinds of folks they don’t fit one kind of mold 

Some young and some old, some quiet and some bold 
 

Let’s take care of this church, take care of our treasure 
Being a steward of SACC is an absolute pleasure 


