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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
All people are made in
God's image. You are
invited to continue your
faith journey with us.
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From Liz...
Can you believe it is
October? Its a time of
thanksgiving, a time of
reflection, and a time
when we have *too
much* to do. October is
Stewardship time, which
makes sense because we
need a budget for January,
but doesn’t make sense
because we have *too
much* to do.
Stewardship is the
question and the answer
to how we use our resources. Are we good
stewards of our building?
Are we good stewards of
our leadership? Are we
good stewards of our
youth? Are we good stewards of our time, our talents, our money? All of
those are stewardship
questions. When we ask,
what will you give, the
question is about all the
ways we give.
But of course we are
asking in October when
we have the rummage
sale October 22, and a
transition team event October 16, and there is stuff

at work and at school and
at home. So some of what
we must do during this
time is just breathe. We
must take Sabbath time in
all the ways that we find
restful. We must make
space to connect to the
God that guides us, and
the God that is within us,
and the God that is in the
community. We must
pause a bit in the midst of
the chaos.

here this day. There are
lots of memes about having 30 days of thankfulness, posting something
you are thankful for on
Facebook or twitter every
day. There is a routine of
naming something you are
thankful for each night as
you go to bed. Some people say thank you each
morning when they
awake. For some of us,
getting away from the
chaos is needed to find
space to even think about
thankfulness.
There are many paths.
Take one of them. Say
thank you this month.
~ Liz

And to do that we say
thank you. Thank you to
God, thank you to the
community, thank you to
your family and friends,
and thank you to ourselves for getting us here
to this day. Thank you to
myself for getting myself
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From the Diaconate
Deacon assignments are
as follows: Amber Klauer (A&B); Sarah Bradbury (C&E); Bob Van
Meter (D, F&G); Judy
Hodge (H-K); Laurie
Thibodeau (L-N); Angela
Aaronson (O-S); and
Steve Hadden (T-Z). I
will be serving as the
Chair of the Diaconate.

It looks to be a very busy
year with the creation of
the Search Committee to
find a new Pastor as well
as all the normal events
and activities at SACC
and the deacons look
forward to serving and
worshiping
with
you. Please feel free to
contact your Deacon, or
me, if you need any type

of
sup port
this
year. And as always,
please volunteer to serve
as a Greeter or Usher as
help is always needed in
carrying out these functions.
Peter Babcock
Diaconate Chair

“Be the
change that
you wish to
see in the
world.”
― Mahatma
Gandhi

Congregational News
Happy October, Fall
is in the air. Crisper,
cooler weather, the
beginning of falling
leaves, colorful mums
on people’s porches,
pumpkins, apples and
everything yummy you
can make with them.
This month you will
receive a stewardship
letter. Read it, pray
about it and make your
pledge. It will help us
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to know what folks will
be pledging, so we can
make the budget for
the upcoming year.

pledge. I’m so thankful
for this church of
wonderful, caring,
loving people.

Our church is
somewhere special,
isn’t it? That’s why we
are all drawn to it. The
holy spirit certainly has
found a home in our
beloved space. When
you think of what
SACC means to you, it
will help you with your

Blessings,
Pam Rogers
Chair Congregational Board

Other members of the
Congregational Board: Jim
Willis, Russ Bosbach, Joan
Fischer, Gina Ghioldi,
Peter Babcock
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community
Service

“Never doubt that
a small group of
thoughtful,
committed,
citizens can

Confirmation
Confirmation class
will be Sundays, once
a month. Let Interim
Pastor Liz know if you
have a preference of
what time. This is for
youth in grade 8 or
higher. We’ll have six
meetings and a retreat.
Open to all who are
wondering what exactly
you believe and want a
space to figure that out
with others.
We’ll be addressing

these questions: Why
would I choose to be a
Christian as opposed to
the other faith traditions,
or atheism? Why would I
choose to be UCC rather
than one of the other
denominations? Why
would I choose to join a
community rather than
go it alone? How does
choosing to join the
church affect what I do
in my life and in the
world? What do words

like believe, and follow,
and sacrament, and
liturgy, and prayer, and
worship really mean?
Who is that Jesus guy,
and does he matter?
This is a gathering of
questions, not answers,
but you’ll get help
figuring out what you
think is the answer, or
question, or vague
outline, that matches
your personal faith story.

Join the Choirs
All kids (K-8th grade)
are invited to join our
Junior Choir, led by
Amber Klauer.
The
Junior Choir rehearses
every Sunday after

church, and sings an
anthem during worship
every few weeks. Our
Senior Choir rehearses
Wednesday evenings at
7:45 pm and sings every

Sunday except the last of
the month.
No
experience needed - just
come and enjoy!

change the world.
Indeed, it is the
only thing that
ever has.”
― Margaret Mead
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Friday Coffee - new location
Friday coffees are starting back up beginning
on Friday, September 16.
We are getting together
at the Acton Coffee
House, 525 Mass Ave
on Fridays from 9:30 to
11 AM. Come join us
for fellowship over coffee or tea to commiser-

ate, vent, share what
you’re reading, thinking,
seeing, feeling, wondering, concerned about,
and latest news of the
church, science, arts,
town, country, world - or
just to listen to your
friends at SACC.
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Worship in October
October 2: Stewardship Begins Luke 17:5-10. Faith in a mustard seed.
Small faith does big things.
October 9: Luke 17:11-19 Ten Lepers. Thankfulness
Give Thanks for that which is good.
October 16: Luke 18:108 Persistent Widow
Keep asking.
October 23 Gina is preaching (*not* about Jamaica!)
The Gift of Time
Mark 1:9-15
October 30 Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus. Jesus invites himself to dinner.
Giving People opportunity to serve is giving people a gift.

Mark Your Calendars
October 16 - Transition Team event Noon - 1:30 PM
October 22 - Rummage/Bake Sale
November 6 - Kelly Donahue’s ordination 3:00 PM
November 13 - Potluck and Transition Team event 11:45 - 1:45 PM

“Life is a
series of
natural and
spontaneous
changes. Don't
resist them;
that only
creates
sorrow. Let

Spring Rummage & Lunch/Bake Sale
~ Saturday October 22.
Come shop, come eat,
bring your friends, tell
your friends…

hope to see you all there!

reality be
reality. Let
things flow
naturally
forward in
whatever way
they like.”

Yummy baked goods
Delicious lunch
Fabulous deals

― Lao Tzu

Put it on your calendar
look in weekly inserts for
drop off times and volunteer opportunities. We
MA RK INGS
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Transition Team Events

“Change will
not come if
we wait for
some other
person, or if
we wait for
some other

The transition team
met several times over
the summer so that we
would be ready for action
this fall. There are several
transition events coming
up this season.
First is a survey that
will help us plan our
“What will our pastor
do” event. You’ve been
sent a copy of the survey
to do online, or you can
get a print copy from the
church. These are due
October 2 and we hope
to hear from everyone,
whether you are a
member or not.
The last question on
the survey is nominations
for our search committee.
We are asking you to list
people who would
represent your views,

concerns, and hopes for
our new pastor. What
you want is to trust that
the committee will
represent you well.
October 16, after
church from 12-1:30, the
transition team has hired
B et s y
W a t e rs , a
consultant to specializes
in knowing what clergy
do with their time. We
will be asking together
“what work do we want
done
for
our
congregation”? At the
end we’ll know more
about how many hours it
takes to do the pastoral
and administrative tasks
for our congregation, and
what things we want to
pay someone to do, and
what tasks are volunteer
tasks. (We’ll have

substantial snacks.)
We hope to have the
search team in place by
the start of November.
November
13,
from 11:45-1:45pm, the
transit ion team is
leading a workshop on
the history of SACC and
our financial decisions.
This is a potluck
lunch—we said we
wanted more potlucks in
the our visioning process.
The next transition
team events will be about
identifying our charism
and our niche. There
Pastor Liz has written
articles about that on our
web site, and we hope
you are thinking about
this now.

time. We are
the ones
we've been
waiting for.
We are the
change that
we seek.”
― Barack
Obama

MA RK INGS

Pray for Peace/Meditation
Please join us every
Monday night, 7:30 8:30 pm in the church
library for one hour of
prayer or meditation -

we’ll pray for an end to
gain violence. If you
can’t be present, you can
join in during that hour
from wherever you are,

sit quietly and join us for
an hour of peaceful
prayer.

Cleaning Teams for October
10/1 Becky Hadden’s Team
10/8 Marilyn Dow’s Team
10/15 Pam Roger’s Team
10/22 Tom Porcher’s Team
10/29 Angela Aaronson’s Team
11/5 Jane Epstein’s Team

