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From Liz... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 

invited to continue your 

faith journey with us. 
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Niche Marketing 
In the marketing world, eve-
ry product is seeking its 
niche. The key to good mar-
keting is to know who the 
product is aimed at, who 
will want to know about it, 
who will see it and think, 
"that's for me". The goal is 
to be as specific as possible 
about the demographics you 
are trying to reach. 
Note that this is not limiting 
who can use the product--
no one says, we are trying to 
reach young hip Hispanic 
youth, so old white guys 
aren't allowed to buy it. 
What the niche identifies is 
how to engage in the mar-
keting. You probably won't 
try to reach young hip His-
panic youth by advertising 
in the Wall Street Journal.  
Knowing your niche allows 
an organization to clarify it's 
message. It permits an or-
ganization to focus its ef-
forts in the most useful way. 
It guides the message that is 
communicated to the com-
munity. Like the charism, it 
doesn't necessarily say we 
need to stop other things, 
but it might change where 
we put our efforts. While we 
of course welcome every-

one, outreach needs to be 
specific in order to be 
meaningful. 
Who do you think is our 
niche?  
Here are some that I’ve 
heard: 
Young Families 
Families with children 
Peace Movement Folk 
Families with Disabilities 
People living with Mental 
Illness 
People looking for spirituali-
ty, mindfulness, silence 

To evaluate our niche we 
need to look out for a few 
things 
—is it a niche present in 
South Acton, Maynard, 
Boxboro? 
—are other churches nearby 
reaching that audience effec-
tively? 
—do we know what our 

niche would want from a 
church? 
—do we have people willing 
to engage with these people? 
—do we have people who 
will do outreach to this 
niche? 
—do we enjoy doing pro-
grams that meet the needs 
of this niche? 
Our niche starts with who 
we are already, and where 
we have energy, but it looks 
for what are the needs of 
our community. What does 
our immediate community 
need? How can we inform 
people of how we are meet-
ing that need? What do you 
think is almost-already our 
niche? How can we make it 
more explicit? 
Who do you think is our 
niche? 
 
Liz 
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Welcome back to a fall 
of worship and fellow-
ship at SACC.  There 
have been a lot of chang-
es in the Diaconate from 
last year with Terry Mar-
tins stepping down from 
her position as the Diac-
onate Chair and Michele 
Abroff, Jane Epstein, Bill 
Manning, and Linsey 
Hurley all leaving the 
Diaconate as well.  We 
all owe them our sincere 
thanks for all the work 
they have done over the 
years serving their par-
ishes and the Congrega-

tion as a whole. Their 
replacements and the 
revised list of deacon 
assignments are as fol-
lows:  Amber Klauer 
(A&B); Sarah Bradbury 
(C&E); Bob Van Meter 
(D, F&G); Judy Hodge 
(H-K); Laurie Thibodeau 
(L-N); Angela Aaronson 
(O-S); and Steve Hadden 
(T-Z). I will be serving as 
the Chair of the Diaco-
nate. 
  
It looks to be a very busy 
year with the creation of 
the Search Committee to 

find a new Pastor as well 
as all the normal events 
and activities at SACC 
and the deacons look 
forward to serving and 
w o r s h i p i n g  w i t h 
you.  Please feel free to 
contact your Deacon, or 
me, if you need any type 
o f  s u p p o r t  t h i s 
year.  And as always, 
please volunteer to serve 
as a Greeter or Usher as 
help is always needed in 
carrying out these func-
tions.    
Peter Babcock 
Diaconate Chair 

“Be the 

change that 

you wish to 

see in the 

world.”  

― Mahatma 

Gandhi   

 

  

Congregational News 
     This is an exciting 
time for our church.  
We have a lot going on 
- some of the same old 
things and some new 
things.  Change is 
sometimes hard but we 
are all in this together, 
we are a family, a 
‘church’ family and that 
will never change.   
     Our interim team is 
working closely with 
Liz to get our Search 
Committee together so 
we can hire a new 
settled pastor.  When 
there are opportunities 
for you to provide 
feedback, please take 
the time to do so.  This 
is ‘our’ church, we want 

all voices to be heard.  
We want you to 
nominate folks from 
the congregation that 
yo u  f e e l  wo u ld 
represent you well on 
the Search Committee.  
You can do that online 
by using this link: 
https://
www.surveymonkey.co
m/r/
SACCSearchCommitte
eBallot  or using a 
ballot in the vestry - 
Deadline is 
September 15.   
    W e  w i l l  b e 
embarking on our 
Stewardship Pledge 
drive this fall, stay 
tuned for more info on 

that.   
    As the saying goes, 
‘it takes a village…’ We 
have a warm, caring, 
dedicated village and 
are looking forward to 
all good things ahead.   
     Reach out to anyone 
on the Congregational 
Boar d w ith  any 
thoughts or concerns.   
 
Blessings,  
Pam Rogers 
Chair Congregational Board 

 
Other members:  Jim 
Willis, Russ Bosbach, 
Joan Fischer, Gina 
Ghioldi, Peter 
Babcock 
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Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Service 

“Never doubt that 

a small group of 

thoughtful, 

committed, 

citizens can 

change the world. 

Indeed, it is the 

only thing that 

ever has.”  

― Margaret Mead  

 

 

 

  

Confirmation is when an 
individual decides to 
“confirm” the decision 
their parents made to 
have them baptized. 
That is, their parents 
decided to have them 
join the Christian family, 
now it is time to make 
the decision for oneself.  
Also, while baptism 
marks joining the whole 
Christ ian tradit ion, 
confirmation generally 
m a r k s  j o i n in g  a 
part icular Christ ian 
tradition. 
What do you need to 
know to make this 
decision? For each 
person that will be 

different, but the basic 
questions are these: Why 
would I choose to be a 
Christian as opposed to 
the other faith traditions, 
or atheism? Why would I 
choose to be UCC rather 
than one of the other 
denominations? Why 
would I choose to join a 
community rather than 
go it alone? How does 
choosing to join the 
church affect what I do 
in my life and in the 
world? 
SACC is going to have 
a confirmation class 
this fall and, if people 
choose at the end to join 
the church, we’ll have a 

confirmation event 
during worship in the 
spring. The class is 
open to anyone in 
ninth grade or older.  
 
Let Pastor Liz know if 
you want to be 
included and when is 
the best time for you 
to meet.  
 
Note that people who 
are already confirmed, or 
who are not yet 
baptized, but are 
interested in discussing 
these questions are 
welcome to join the 
confirmation class.  

Confirmation 

Friday Coffee - new location 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

Friday coffees are start-
ing back up beginning 
on Friday, September 16.   
We are getting together 
at the Acton Coffee 
House, 525 Mass Ave 
on Fridays from 9:30 to 
11 AM.  Come join us 
for fellowship over cof-
fee or tea to commiser-

ate, vent, share what 
you’re reading, thinking, 
seeing, feeling, wonder-
ing, concerned about, 
and latest news of the 
church, science, arts, 
town, country, world - or 
just to listen to your 
friends at SACC.   

All kids (K-8th grade) 
are invited to join our 
Junior Choir, led by 
Amber Klauer.  The 
Junior Choir rehearses 
every Sunday after 

church, and sings an 
anthem during worship 
every few weeks.  Our 
Senior Choir rehearses 
Wednesday evenings at 
7:45 pm and sings every 

Sunday except the last of 
the month.  No 
experience needed - just 
come and enjoy!   

Join the Choirs 
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“Life is a 

series of 

natural and 

spontaneous 

changes. Don't 

resist them; 

that only 

creates 

sorrow. Let 

reality be 

reality. Let 

things flow 

naturally 

forward in 

whatever way 

they like.”  

― Lao Tzu   

 

Worship in September 
 
September 11 Return to Sunday School 
God is seeking you. Who are we seeking? 
Luke 15:1-10 
 
September 18 Racism and Resistance in the Church 
Paul’s Letter to Philemon 
 
September 25 Come Tend God’s Garden 
Baptism and Church Membership 
Genesis 2:4-15 
 

Transition Team Events 
     The transition team 
met several times over 
the summer so that we 
would be ready for action 
this fall. There are several 
transition events coming 
up this season.  
     First is a survey that 
will help us plan our 
“What will our pastor 
do” event. You’ve been 
sent a copy of the survey 
to do online, or you can 
get a print copy from the 
church. These are due 
October 2 and we hope 
to hear from everyone, 
whether you are a 
member or not. 
     The last question on 
the survey is nominations 
for our search committee. 
We are asking you to list 
people who would 
represent your views, 

concerns, and hopes for 
our new pastor. What 
you want is to trust that 
the committee will 
represent you well.  
     October 16, after 
church from 12-1:30, the 
transition team has hired 
Betsy Waters ,  a 
consultant to specializes 
in knowing what clergy 
do with their time. We 
will be asking together 
“what work do we want 
d o n e  f o r  o u r 
congregation”? At the 
end we’ll know more 
about how many hours it 
takes to do the pastoral 
and administrative tasks 
for our congregation, and 
what things we want to 
pay someone to do, and 
what tasks are volunteer 
tasks. (We’l l have 

substantial snacks.) 
     We hope to have the 
search team in place by 
the start of November. 
     N o v e m b e r  1 3 , 
from 11:45-1:45pm, the 
transit ion team is 
leading a workshop on 
the history of SACC and 
our financial decisions. 
This is a potluck 
lunch—we said we 
wanted more potlucks in 
the our visioning process. 
     The next transition 
team events will be about 
identifying our charism 
and our niche. There 
Pastor Liz has written 
articles about that on our 
web site, and we hope 
you are thinking about 
this now. 
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“Change will 

not come if 

we wait for 

some other 

person, or if 

we wait for 

some other 

time. We are 

the ones 

we've been 

waiting for. 

We are the 

change that 

we seek.”  

― Barack 

Obama   

 

Upcoming classes 
Dulcey Lacroix will be teaching God and Me, a faith-based program that explores 
a child's personal relationship with God. Through bible stories, activities, and 
games, a child and an adult partner learn about why they are special and how God 
cares for them.  
Sun October 2, 23, Nov 6, 20, Dec 4, Jan 8, 22, Feb 5, 12, 9-10am ex. Feb 12, 
10:30am, award presentation 
The cost is $25.00 which includes a workbook, class supplies, certificate, and either 
a religious medal or patch and lapel pin.  (Class is limited to 8 child/parent pairs) 
 
Dulcey Lacroix will be teaching God and Family, a faith-based program that ex-
plores a child's family connection with God. This entire program is based on pizza... 
the six steps of making pizza will be compared to God's plan for strengthening fam-
ilies, providing students a 'hands-on' model on which to build their understanding 
of God's love for their families. Each child will need an adult partner to participate 
with them. The cost is $35.00 which includes a workbook, certificate, and either a 
religious medal or patch and lapel pin plus class supplies. (Class is limited to eight 
child/parent pairs) 
Sun October 16, 30, Nov 13, 27, Dec 11, Jan 15, 29, Feb 5, 26, March 5, 12, 19, 9
-10am ex. March 19, 10:30am award presentation followed by pizza. 
 
Please contact Dulcey with any questions about these programs or to register at 
gaduzabe@yahoo.com. Please include name of child and adult and contact infor-
mation. 

Thank you... 
Dear SACC friends,  Thank you so much for the lovely prayer 
shawl you gave me and Ginny for the beautiful pillow.  I could 
feel all of your prayers and love and they worked! 
 
Gratefully, Jodie Falkenburg (Pam’s mom) 



Pray for Peace/Meditation 
Resumes Monday Sep-
tember 12.  Please join 
us every Monday night, 
7:30 - 8:30 pm in the 
church library for one 
hour of prayer or 
meditation - we’ll pray 

for an end to gain 
violence.  If you can’t be 
present, you can join in 
during that hour from 
wherever you are, sit 
quietly and join us for an 
hour of peaceful prayer.   

Cleaning Teams for September 
9/10 Jane Epstein’s Team 
9/17   Judy Hodge’s Team 

9/24   Bill Klauer’s Team 
10/1   Becky Hadden’s Team 

M A R K I N G S  
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Kelly Donahue update 
Hello SACC folks, 
I have been called to the 
E a s t  C o r i n t h 
Congregational Church 
in Vermont, as their Half-
Time Settled Pastor. They 
have a 3 bedroom 
parsonage for me, which 
I moved into on June 13. 
I have been given new 
kitchen appliances and 
the interior painting 
continues. It is a quarter-
mile walk to the church! 
The congregation has 

b e e n  w a r m  a n d 
welcoming. Our biggest 
fundraiser is a July 
4th Chicken BBQ and 
Silent Auction, and I was 
happy to help make 13 
batches of coleslaw and 
serve pie. We sponsor a 
parade as well with over 
150 participants. Any 
success I have here is due 
to the grace, love and 
support you gave me 
during my time with you.      
 

My ordination will be at 
SACC, on November 6 
at 3:00 PM. 
I can be reached at PO 
Box 1086, East Corinth 
VT 05040, land line 802-
439-9987, 
orkanndonahue0@gmail.
com 
 
With sincere thanks, 
Kelly Donahue 

Kelly’s Church 

 

 

 

“Those who 

cannot change 

their minds 

cannot change 

anything.”  

― George 

Bernard 

Shaw   

 


