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From The Congregational Board 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 

invited to continue your 

faith journey with us. 
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Dear Members and 

Friends, 
  

Your Congregational 

Board is pleased to an-
nounce that we now have 

a new Interim Minister -- 

The Rev. Ms. Elizabeth 

Magill, who will start 
with us on Easter Sun-

day.  We think you will 

be as excited about Rev. 
Magill as we are -- she is 

warm and funny and will 

fit right in with us! 

 
Rev. Liz Magill lives in 

Berlin, MA with her hus-

band Ken Porter.  She is a 
graduate of Episcopal Di-

vinity School ('02) in 

Cambridge, MA, grew up 

Methodist, came back to 
faith in the Presbyterian 

Church, is ordained 

C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h 
(Disciples of Christ) and 

hangs out mostly with the 

UCC these days.  For fun 

she enjoys quilting, sew-
ing, beading, knitting, 

painting and listening to 

Ken play the drums.  Be-
fore coming to us she 

started an outdoor church 

called Worcester Fellow-

ship and taught high 
school chemistry. 

 

Liz is finishing up her 
Doctorate in Ministry, so 

for the first three months 

she will be working half 

time.  In June she will 
start full time.  

Next steps...   Our new 

Interim Minister and our 

church will spend the next 
few months getting to 

know each other.  Alt-

hough we are excited 

about the future, we are 
also still grieving.  Liz 

will help us through this 

process, and when she 
knows us a little better, 

she will then help us 

through the process of 

choosing a Search Com-
mittee.  She will help us 

to identify all the areas of 

the church that need to be 
represented on the Search 

Committee (who will 

choose our next settled 

pastor).  Stay tuned for 
more information on the 

process in the next few 

months. 
 

If you have any questions, 

please don't hesitate to 

ask me, or any member of 
the Board, about the pro-

cess or about Liz. 

 
With great regard, 

 

Patti Babcock 
on behalf of the Congrega-

tional Board 
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We have now begun our 
journey together through 
the season of Lent and 
t h r o u g h  o u r 
“Wilderness” season 
without Katrina.  Hope-
fully everyone was able 
to find time to say good-
bye to Katrina and to 
take some space and pre-
pare for the arrival of our 
interim minister on East-
er Sunday.  I was in-
volved with the inter-
viewing process for the 
interim and I think that 
Liz will be a wonderful 
addition to the SACC 
family.  She seems very 
excited to join us and 
very interested in helping 
us through this time of 
transition.  The Deacons 
have helped to coordi-
nate staffing for the 

“Wilderness” time before 
Liz arrives.  February 21 
Curt Logee preached.  
February 28th Jane Ep-
stein will preach and Bill 
Manning will provide 
Deacon support.  March 
6th Karen Hodges will 
preach and Sarah Brad-
bury will provide Deacon 
support and March 13 
Sean Osborne will 
preach and Linsey Hur-
ley will provide Deacon 
support.  Please contact 
any Deacon during this 
time of transition we are 
available to help in any 
way.  Below are two of 
my favorite quotes about 
transition:  
 
“Light precedes every 
transition.  Whether at 
the end of a tunnel, 

through a crack in the 
door or the flash of an 
idea, it is always there, 
heralding a new begin-
ning.”-Teresa Tsalaky.   
 
“We must live in the ra-
diance of tomorrow, as 
our ancestors have sug-
gested in their tales.  For 
what is yet to come to-
morrow has possibilities, 
and we must think of it, 
the simplest glimpse of 
that possibility of good-
ness.  That will be our 
strength.”-Ishmael Beah 
 
Blessings to everyone at 
SACC as we transition 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
“Wilderness”. 
Terry Martins 
Diaconate Chair  

“Light pre-

cedes every 

transition. 

Whether at 

the end of a 

tunnel, 

through a 

crack in the 

door or the 

flash of an 

idea, it is al-

ways there, 

heralding a 

new begin-

ning.”  

― Teresa 

Tsalaky  

Pastoral Coverage 
Karen Hodges will be 
stepping in to supply 
pastoral coverage in the 
event of an emergency 

or urgent need, call the 
church office and listen 
to the outgoing message.   
karen@southactoncc.org  

Great News!! We have had an additional 

$12,800 gifts/pledges come in since the Budget 

Meeting! Praise God!   
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Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Service 

“Transitions 

themselves are 

not the issue, 

but how well 

you respond to 

their 

challenges!”  

― Jim George  

 

 

 

  

Pray for Peace 
Starting back up on 
March 28.  Please join us 
every Monday night, 
7:30 - 8:30 pm in the 
church library for one 
hour of prayer or medita-
tion - we’ll pray for an 
end to gain violence.  If 

you can’t be present, you 
can join in during that 
hour from wherever you 
are, sit quietly and join us 
for an hour of peaceful 
prayer.  Led by Linsey 
Hurley.   

Dear beloved people of 
SACC, 
 
THANK YOU. Thank 
you for an amazing 12 
years of trust, for-
giveness, patience, shar-
ing, honesty, faithfulness 
and fun. Thank you for 
journeying with me these 
past three months as we 
said goodbye. Thank you 
for showing up for pints 
with the pastor, donuts 
with the pastor, pizza 
with the pastor and cof-
fee with the pastor! 
(Over 50 of you came to 
these gatherings!) Thank 
you for setting up times 
to talk with me. Thank 
you for coming to our 
last awesome potluck 
together. Thank you for 
sharing your laughter 
and thoughts and talents 
at the variety show. 
Thank you for that heart
-wrenchingly beautiful 
slideshow! Thank you 

for all of your meaning-
ful and remarkable cards. 
Thank you for your 
words of gratitude and 
affirmation. Thank you 
for welcoming Jason and 
his son, Jack. (Jason was 
deeply moved by your 
spirit, joy and authentici-
ty.) Thank you for the 
chocolate – and wine 
and beer. Thank you for 
being willing and able to 
name the gifts you have 
seen in me – I will carry 
those affirmations with 
me for the rest of my 
life. And thank you for a 
truly wonderful, moving 
and miraculous last Sun-
day with you. It felt like 
a joyous affirmation of 
YOUR church and your 
future. 
 
If I somehow missed 
saying goodbye to you: 
I'm sorry. If you had 
more to say or process 
with me but did not have 

a chance – I'm sorry. If I 
forgot to say thank you 
for a card or a kindness 
in all the chaos of my 
last couple weeks – I am 
sorry! 
 
I was so thrilled to learn 
that the Board has cho-
sen the Rev. Liz McGill 
to be your interim pas-
tor. She is smart and 
funny and wise, and I 
feel so good "leaving" all 
of you in her hands. You 
will be in my thoughts 
and prayers in the com-
ing months and years – I 
know that you will con-
tinue to be the authentic, 
faithful and quirky com-
munity that you always 
have been. Remember 
how unique and im-
portant you are to the 
world! 
With love and blessings!  
Katrina 

Thank You from Katrina 
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“Step back in 

perspective, 

open your 

heart and 

welcome 

transition into 

a new phase of 

life.”  

― Linda 

Rawson  

 

Worship in March 
Feb 28: Third Sunday of  Lent -  

Jane Epstein preaching/Bill Manning Deacon 

March 6: Communion, Fourth Sunday of  Lent   

Karen Hodges preaching/Sarah Bradbury Deacon 

March 13: Fifth Sunday of  Lent  

Sean Osborn preaching/Linsey Hurley Deacon 

March 20: Palm Sunday & First Day of  Spring!  

Kelly Donahue  preaching/Terry Martins Deacon 

March 28: Easter!! - Interim Minister Liz Magill preaching 

Worship in Lent 
Palm Sunday- March 20, 10:30am 
The Triumphal Entry! Holy Week begins with special music and the waving of 
palms. 
 
Maundy Thursday- March 24 7:00pm 
We will not be holding our own service but are invited to go to the Boxborough 
Congregational Church and experience Maundy  Thursday worship in their Sanctuary 
including hand washing, communion, and the extinguishing of candles.  
 
Good Friday- Friday, March 25 
There are services at some community churches: 7 AM Acton Congregational 
Church;  7:30  PM Church of the Good Shepherd. 
 
Easter Sunrise Service- Sunday, March 27, 6:00am 
Welcome Easter morning outdoors on Great Hill, behind the South Acton fire 
station. This is an informal service appropriate for all ages. Communion will be 
shared. 
 
Easter Breakfast- Sunday, March 27, 7-8:30am 
A long standing tradition.  Enjoy a potluck breakfast at the church! Bring some-
thing to share, and enjoy the fellowship! 
 
Easter Morning Worship- Sunday, March 27, 10:30am 
Our traditional service for all ages. (No Sunday School on Easter; there will be 
nursery care.) Interim Minister Liz Magill preaching. 
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“Author says 

change em-

phasizes 

what is hap-

pening TO us 

while transi-

tion empha-

sizes oppor-

tunity for 

growth with-

in.”  

― William 

Bridges   

 

  

Homes for Low-Income Families... 
do we care enough? 
Twelfth Annual Forum on Family Homelessness 
  
Trinity Episcopal Church, 81 Elm Street, Concord, MA 
Sunday, March 13, 2016, 2:30-4:30 pm 
Meet with leaders from homelessness and housing organizations: 1:45-2:30 
  
Over 200,000 families in Massachusetts are at risk of becoming homeless because 
they must spend more than 50% of their income on housing.  Families represent 
64% of the homeless population in Massachusetts compared to 36% nationally, be-
cause our housing and energy costs have out-paced wages.  Your advocacy requires 
little time and no money but can make a real impact.  An e-mail or phone call to 
your state representative or senator, following our clear e-mail alerts, is all that is re-
quired.  
  
Join us to learn more about the relationship between the lack of low-income housing 
and family homelessness.  Learn how your advocacy can help hurting families have 
homes.   
Speakers: 
♦ Chrystal Kornegay, Undersecretary, Department of Housing and Community 

Development 
♦ Deborah Goddard, Noted Authority on Housing and Community Acceptance  
♦ James Eldridge, State Senator and legislative leader in low-income housing issues 
♦ 2016 Advocacy, Mass Coalition for the Homeless and The Advocacy Network to 

End Family Homelessness recommendations for advocacy for the 2016 budget 
season. 

  
The forum, organized by the Advocacy Network to End Family Homelessness, is 
free and open to all.  Refreshments will be served.  Learn more 
about ANEFH at www.endfamilyhomelessness.net. 

Join the Choirs 
All kids (K-8th grade) 
are invited to join our 
Junior Choir, led by 
Amber Klauer.  The 
Junior Choir rehearses 
every Sunday after 
church, and sings an an-
them during worship 

every few weeks.  Our 
Senior Choir rehearses 
Wednesday evenings at 
7:45 pm and sings every 
Sunday except the last of 
the month.  No experi-
ence needed - just come 
and enjoy!   



Cleaning Teams for March 
2/27   Marilyn Dow’s Team 
3/5     Pam Roger’s Team 
3/12   Tom Porcher’s Team 
3/19   Angela Aaronson’s Team 
3/26   Jane Epstein’s Team 
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“Life is one big 

transition.” 

Willie Stargell 

  

 

Thank You! 
Dear SACC, 
 
The lovely warm prayer shawl is giving great comfort in this very sad time.  I can 
feel your love and prayers, please know you have given me a wonderful gift.  
With love and thanks and prayers back to you,  
Fran Donahue 
 
Thank you notes from families who receive Christmas gifts through the Acton Housing Au-
thority that SACC participates in: 
 
We are grateful for your generosity.  As a struggling single mother, you’ve 
touched my heart.  You’ve shown me hope and kindness,  
With profound gratitude. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
To whom it may concern: 
I am writing to thank you anonymous donor who purchased holiday gifts for my 
family.  I am a single mother raising a child who is on the autism spectrum.  In 
addition, I am currently attending college trying to better the lives for myself and 
my son.   
As a result of having limited income, this time of the year has traditionally been 
difficult.  My donors’ kind generosity will not be forgotten. It truly did make my 
burdens much lighter thus, making the holiday season that much more enjoya-
ble.   
In closing, when my education has been finalized, and I am working in my cho-
sen field, I hope to be able to give back in the same manner and degree as my 
thoughtful donor.   
Thank you. 



In the spirit of mysterious com-
munity building, “Albert Gottrich” 
had a dinner party for the 14 high 
bidders from a tiny auction that 
took place at SACC in December. 
The party was at Steve and Becky 
Hadden’s house on February 6, 
where each party-goer hoped to 
receive some of Albert’s grand 
fortune. Everyone came having 
learned their personal fictional sto-
ry; dressed accordingly with wigs, 
hats, jewelry and all; and spun 

their best stories for a marvelous 
evening. Appetizers, dinner, and 
dessert were financed, prepared, 
and served by the generous and 
talented “SACC-a-ladies.” See in 
the attached photo-- Albert is in 
the middle surrounded by our 
greedy group! If you don’t recog-
nize these folks, look under the 
wigs and hats! Many thanks to Pat-
ti and Peter Babcock and Barbara 
Coffey who served and cleaned-
up, and to Mike McKendry who 

made beautiful background piano 
music. And SACC made about 
$1800! This all happened because 
Gladys Foreman remembered the 
laughter from this same mysteri-
ous party 25 years ago and pushed 
Steve and Becky to do it again! 
If you’re sorry to have missed the 
fun, you’ll have a chance next 
fall—watch for the news of anoth-
er mystery party late in 2016! 

25th Anniversary: Murder Mystery Party—What Fun! 


