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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 

  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

This is the last time that I 

will write a piece for 
Markings! Wow. I have 

written over 122 little 

"essays" for the front page 
of SACC's newsletter, 

Markings. I have proba-

bly preached over 400 ser-

mons at SACC. I've prob-
ably delivered hundreds 

of children's sermons, 

made hundreds of visits to 
your homes and to the 

hospital. I have probably 

sent thousands of emails! 

Thousands of conversa-
tions! So many laughs! So 

many tears! Many funer-

als. Many baptisms. A 
few amazing weddings. 

 

What a journey we have 

been on together these 
twelve years! We have 

accomplished much, 

learned much, risked 
much and shared much. 

We have all grown -- in 

faith and in maturity. We 

have tried things that 
failed, and we learned 

from them. We tried 

things that went wonder-
fully, and we learned 

from that. We were chal-

lenged by issues and dif-

ferences and cultural 
changes, and we re-

mained in conversation 

and covenant with one 
another. We have disa-

greed, but remained lov-

ingly connected. Remark-

able! 
 

 

This is who SACC is. 

This is "the DNA" of this 
church that was shaped 

and formed over many, 

many decades. This 

church is unique in its au-
thenticity and welcome 

and openness, and that 

shall remain after I leave. 
God will remain after I 

leave! So rejoice in all 

that you are and all that 

have, all your many gifts, 
and look ahead to your 

bright future with joy. 

God will continue to lead 
you to do important work 

in the world, and for one 

another. 

 
Please believe me when I 

tell you that SACC is a 

truly unique, special place 
with an amazing spirit. So 

many times I have de-

scribed my experience 

with all of you to other 
clergy and they have been 

amazed and impressed, 

and yes, envious! My 
time serving you has been 

an immense gift to me. 

Believe in how awesome 

you are, and how present 
God is with you! And go 

forth into the future to 

keep doing great things! 
 

Many blessings to each 

and every one of you - 

 
Katrina  
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I hope everyone is sur-
viving the cold tempera-
tures that have finally 
arrived in late January.  
In a few weeks we will 
enter into the season of 
Lent.  This year Lent be-
gins on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 10th.  We are all 
invited to join the Box-
boro UCC for a special 

7:00 pm service.  It will 
be a reflective Healing 
Service, which will in-
clude the opportunity to 
receive healing prayers 
and ashes.  Please re-
member we will be look-
ing for ushers and greet-
ers in February and 
March.  Worship Deacon 
January 3- February 10 is 

Bill Manning and Febru-
ary 14- March 25 is Lau-
rie Thibodeau.  Blessings 
to all during the season 
of Lent. 
 
Terry Martins 
Diaconate Chair 

“Transitions 

themselves 

are not the 

issue, but 

how well you 

respond to 

their chal-

lenges!”  

― Jim George  

 

  

Congregational Board 
Dear Members and 
Friends, 
 
As a part of our plan-
ning process for 2016 
the Congregat ional 
Board presented a budg-
et outline on January 10.  
As you remember the 
budget was neither bal-
anced nor satisfactory to 
any of us as it showed a 
year end deficit of some 
$31,000.  We got feed-
back from many of you 
in the audience that day 
and on the days that fol-
lowed.  Several members 
have offered to raise 
their pledges, some of-
fered suggestions for 
additional fund raisers, 
and some have suggest-
ed other means by 
which we could balance 
our budget.  
 
The Board has also been 
working to deal with the 
issue. As a result of 
close examination of our 
major cost, personnel, 
we have been able to 

hopefully solve part of 
the looming deficit.  In 
talking to the staff of the 
UCC we found that a 
minister with some but 
not as an extensive ex-
perience as we currently 
enjoy with Katrina 
would likely be paid less 
than what we currently 
pay. In addition, the 
UCC offers health insur-
ance at a rate that is con-
siderably less than what 
we are now paying. By 
taking advantage of 
both, we were able to 
reduce the deficit from 
$31,000 to $17,000. 
Close, but still not 
where we need to be.  
 
We could try additional 
fund raisers but based 
on what we have experi-
enced in the past few 
years we think we are 
pretty close to our limit 
with such efforts.  That 
leaves us with going 
back to our major 
source of income - our 
pledges.  

We currently have 59 
pledging units commit-
ted for 2016 which is 
about where we were 
last year. The total 
pledge income is ex-
pected to be $90,750.  
Can we ask you to con-
sider another look at 
your pledge to SACC?  
An increase of 20% will 
bring us to a positive 
position for the year, 
assuming all our other 
income sources come in 
as expected.  What this 
means is that if you 
committed $1540 (the 
average pledge) for 2016 
you would add another 
$300 over the year or 
about $6/week.  Of 
course the numbers will 
vary depending on the 
individual pledge.  Can 
you afford to commit 
another $6/week to help 
sustain our church?  We 
want SACC to remain 
vibrant and alive.  Help 
us make that happen! 
 
Cont’d next page 
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Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Service 

“Author says 

change 

emphasizes what 

is happening TO 

us while 

transition 

emphasizes 

opportunity for 

growth within.”  

― William Bridges  

 

 

 

  

Pray for Peace 
Please join us every 
Monday night, 7:30 - 
8:30 pm in the church 
library for one hour of 
prayer or meditation - 
we’ll pray for an end to 

gain violence.  If you 
can’t be present, you can 
join in during that hour 
from wherever you are, 
sit quietly and join us for 
an hour of peaceful pray-

er.  Led by Linsey Hurley.   

Drop In Times with Katrina 
My last Sunday at SACC 
is February 7! Yikes! So 
soon! (I will still be 
around cleaning out my 
office, and available to 
respond to pastoral 
needs until February 19.) 
If you’d like to speak 
with me to wrap up any 
loose ends, share any 
feelings or feedback or 
thoughts, please do so 

soon! You may drop into 
the remaining times and 
places listed below or 
make an appointment. 
Remember, after Febru-
ary 19, I am ethically ob-
ligated to no longer be 
your pastor! 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, Jan 31, 9:00-
10:00am in the church 
library (with donuts!) 
Sunday, Jan 31, 12-
1:00pm at New London 
Pizza in West Acton 
Wednesday, Feb 3, 2:00
-4:00pm at the Boston 
Bean House 
Thursday, Feb 4, 9:30-
11:00am at the Boston 
Bean House 

Cont’d  
To raise your pledge, 
please contact Judy 
McKendry at jdmc-
kendry2@gmail.com or 
978-897-9541.  (Please 
contact Judy directly – 
due to the confidential 
nature of pledges.) 

 
We will leave you with 
the question that we 
posed in the pledge let-
ter:  
  
What value do you 
place in SACC?  
 

With great regard,  
 
Your Congregational 
Board -Patti Babcock, 
Russ Bosbach, Kelly Do-
nahue, Gina Ghioldi,  
Kyle Kucaj,  Terry Mar-
tins, and Jim Willis 

Chaplains on the Way (COTW), a ministry that offers spiritual companioning to people 
experiencing homelessness on the street in Waltham, seeks an experienced administrator 
with technology skills for 10 hours per week (some remote work possible).  Applicants 
must have compassion for people struggling with poverty; a working knowledge of Con-
stant Contact, QuickBooks, Google Docs, and Microsoft Office; and, excellent commu-
nication skills.  $20/hour.  See full job description at www.chaplainsontheway.us.  Please 
email letter & resume by Monday, Feb. 1, 2016 to: Rebecca  Sheble-Hall, Executive Di-
rector at info@chaplainsontheway.org.  

Part-Time Administrative Assistant 
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“Step back in 

perspective, 

open your 

heart and 

welcome 

transition into 

a new phase of 

life.”  

― Linda 

Rawson  

 

Worship in February 
Feb 7: Katrina’s Last Sunday 

Feb 10, 7:000pm: Ash Wednesday at the Boxboro UCC 

Feb 14: First Sunday of  Lent; All-ages Service, Kelly Donahue leading 

Feb 21: Second Sunday of  Lent, Curt Logee preaching 

Feb 28: Third Sunday of  Lent 

March 6: Communion, Fourth Sunday of  Lent 

Thursday Coffee with Katrina 
Only one Thursday Coffee 
with Katrina left! Join 
Katrina and other SACC 
folks Thursday, Febru-
ary 4, from 9:30am until 
11:00am-ish at the Boston 
Bean House in Maynard 

Center . (Remember : 
Thursday Coffee can con-
tinue, even after Katrina 
has departed!) 

Need a Lawyer? 
Do you need a Will, Healthcare Proxy, Power of Attorney?  Of course you do!  If you 
don’t have these basic estate planning documents in place (and current), then there’s no 
time like the present.  Gina Ghioldi (Attorney) is offering to prepare these documents 
and have the associated legal fees go directly to SACC  This means you get your estate in 
order AND the fee can be “paid” as a tax-deductible contribution to SACC.   
Contact Gina Tel: (781) 674-2161  Email: gghioldi@ghioldilaw.com 

Ash Wednesday 
Even though Katrina will 
still be around the week of 
Ash Wednesday, it does 
not feel liturgically appro-
priate for her to enter the 
Lenten season with us. 
Rather, we will enter this 

wilderness time of reflec-
tion on our own, having 
said goodbye to her on 
Transfiguration Sunday, 
February 7. We are all in-
vited and welcome at the 
Boxboro UCC’s Ash 

Wednesday service on 
February 10 at 7:00pm. 
It will be a service of heal-
ing that will include the 
opportunity for healing 
prayer and receiving ashes. 



Cleaning Teams for February 
1/30   Jane Epstein’s Team 
2/6     Judy Hodge’s Team 
2/13   Bill Klauer’s Team 
2/20   Becky Hadden’s Team 
2/27   Marilyn Dow’s Team 

M A R K I N G S  
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“Look on every 

exit as being 

an entrance 

somewhere 

else.”  

― Tom 

Stoppard  

 

Thank You! 
Dear SACC Friends, 
 
We are so grateful for all the love, prayers, cards, and meals while I was getting 
my new hip! It is amazing how much LOVE helps. We are so blessed to be in 
the SACC community. I plan to be walking, running, kayaking, gardening, and 
swimming by springtime. As always, every one of you is welcome to our home 
anytime. And we hope to share all this goodness with others in the 
future.  
All our love to you, 
Becky and Steve Hadden 

Farewell to Katrina 
 
Our minister of 18 years was leaving, what would we do? 
Well, we would search and search and pray for a clue 
 
The committee worked hard and they found a real gem 
A minister named Katrina, time to begin again 
 
She brought new ideas and stories and props  
We liked her whole style, thought she was the tops 
 
We went through many experiences throughout the years 
There were lots of laughs and of course lots of tears 
 
Each sermon was special, they all made us think 
12 years have gone by as quick as a wink 
 
We've been so fortunate to have her at the lead 
Her guidance and humor always there to please 
 
A call to a new church, her time here is through 
Our minister of 12 years is leaving, what should we do? 
 
We will pray and reflect and then pray some more 
A window has closed, time to open the door 
 
     Read (at 1/24 service) and written by Pam Rogers 


