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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 

  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

Wait for the Lord, whose 

day is near.  
Wait for the Lord! Keep 

watch, take heart! 

 
For the last couple of 

years, this short chant 

from the Taize communi-

ty in France has been 
something of an “Advent 

theme song” for us. 

We’ve sung it multiple 
times in our Advent ser-

vices, most notably when 

we light the candles on 

our Advent wreath. I love 
its rich and haunting har-

monies. I love how the 

melody swells in a sus-
penseful crescendo. I love 

how it has a tone of mel-

ancholy. And I love its 

words: Wait for the Lord, 
whose day is near! Keep 

watch! Take heart! Wait. 

God is near. Wait. 
Watch. And have faith, 

courage and hope. For 

me, there is no better 

mood and message for 
Advent than this. I often 

sing this song to myself 

during this season of 
shadows and light. It’s the 

darkest time of year, but 

the time most filled with 

light and joy. How can 
that be?! Because we 

know God is near, that 

Jesus is coming, that the 
light will come, that good 

news is arriving and we 

need not be afraid. 

Most of you have by now 

heard that I will be leav-
ing SACC in February; I 

have been called to a new 

church. I have been hum-

bled, touched and in-
spired beyond words by 

the well-wishes, gracious-

ness and (yes) tears from 
those of you whom I’ve 

seen or heard from. Your 

responses have confirmed 

what I have always 
known these twelve years: 

that you are a community 

of uncommon maturity 
and faith!    

Together we enter this 

Advent time – this time of 

waiting and expectation. 
A time of shadows but 

also of hope! There seems 

no better season for this 
moment than Advent. 

While holding my own 

grief, I also trust absolute-

ly in a brighter-than-ever 
future for SACC. I know 

that God will continue to 

lead this church to do 
wonderful things, and 

that we need not be 

afraid. “Do not be afraid” 

said the angel, “For see, I 
am bringing you good tid-

ing of great joy for all the 

people.” 
Oh, how excited I am to 

be with all of you for Ad-

vent and Christmas! It 

will be a tremendously 
beautiful and meaningful 

time! We will immerse 

ourselves in the scripture 
and story and song of the 

season, and give thanks 

and praise to God for all 

the blessings of being to-
gether. 

I wish you all an Advent 

season of deep joy and 
peace. Many blessings, 

Katrina     
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Welcome to the Advent 
season at SACC.  The 
Deacons are circulating 
the SACC Advent list of 
activities to their Parish-
es.  Our December Dea-
cons Meeting will take 
place at my house De-
cember 8th and we will 
be busy decorating cook-

ies for our Deacon Holi-
day cookie bags.  Also, 
please remember our 
annual Caroling/Pot 
Luck and Contra 
Dance on Sunday, De-
cember 13.  Caroling at 
4 PM, Pot Luck at 6 
PM, with Contra 
Dance to follow 

around 7 pm.  Dudley 
and Jacqueline will be 
joining us again as our 
fiddlers and callers.  Mer-
ry Christmas to all. 
 
Terry Martins 
Deaconate Chair  
 

“The meas-

ure of intelli-

gence is the 

ability to 

change.”  

― Albert Ein-

stein  

 

  

Congregational Board 
Dear members and 
friends of South Acton 
Congregational Church, 
  
Our church has entered 
into a new time in its 
history.  Our beloved 
pastor of 12 years, 
Katrina, is leaving 
us.  We need to support 
her decision to move on 
to another chapter of 
her career and minis-
try.  She has been a 
wonderful leader and 
pastor to our congrega-
tion.  She has baptized 
our sons and daughters, 
prayed over our sick and 
dying, and laughed with 
us when we needed it 
most.  In the days since 
Katrina’s announce-
ment, I know we are all 
experiencing a profound 
sense of loss.  It is not 
easy to think about end-
ing a spirit-filled 12 year 
ministry.  These next 
two months together 
will be a precious time, 
and on February 7th, on 
her last Sunday with us, 

we will celebrate Katri-
na’s ministry with us.   
  
After Katrina leaves, we 
will need to grieve, and 
work on our life as a 
congregation with a very 
promising future.  I 
wanted you to know 
that we are working on 
the process for all of this 
to happen.  I would like 
to outline the process 
for you: 
1.      The Congregational 
Board will be meeting 
with our Associate Con-
ference Minister, the 
Rev. Ms. Kelly Gal-
lagher in late December 
to work out the timing 
of the steps we need to 
take, to start a spirit-
filled process of seeking 
a pastor with the partic-
ular gifts and skills that 
would suit our congre-
gation.  (I am assured by 
Kelly Gallagher that we 
will have many highly 
qualified candidates lin-
ing up to meet us since 
we are a healthy, vibrant 

congregation that pays 
according to compensa-
tion guidelines!  I might 
have mentioned blue-
berry muffins.) 
2.      We will have an In-
terim Minister to pro-
vide continuity in wor-
ship, pastoral care and 
program/staff over-
sight.  The conference 
will provide us with 
some qualified candi-
dates we can choose 
from.  These candidates 
offer the specialized 
skills needed during 
transition times.  The 
Interim Pastor will not 
be a candidate for the 
“settled” positon. 
3.      After the Interim 
Pastor is in place, we 
will initiate the search 
process for a new Pas-
tor. We will invite all of 
you to be part of a self-
study that will identify 
our church’s pastoral 
needs. And we will de-
velop a church profile 
for our potential candi-
dates. Cont’d page 5 
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Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Service 

“Never be afraid 

to trust an 

unknown future 

to a known God.”  

― Corrie ten 

Boom  

 

 

 

  

Citizens Against Gun Violence Community Candlelight Vigil  
Saturday Dec 12 from 3 
to 5 PM - Acton Town 
Green. 
 
Members of the SACC 
congregation are plan-
ning this community can-
dlelight vigil.  This is an 
opportunity to publicly 
express your frustration 

and pain and to meet 
with like-minded citizens 
in the greater Acton area 
who are addressing the 
seeds of gun violence 
and tending to the 
wounds that gun vio-
lence makes in the lives 
of the victims, their fami-
lies and their neighbors. 

For more information 
and to help with final 
preparations contact  
Isabelle Thourot  
iathourot@gmail.com or 
Sean Osborne 

Ride to the Airport ~ Donate to SACC 
During this holiday time or 
travel...don’t forget...Jane 
Epstein will drive you to 
and/or pick you up from 
any area airport for a fee of 

$100 per trip, payable to 
SACC.  You can contact 
her at  
jane.epstein@comcast.net 
or 978.897.9334 

Christmas Pageant 
The costumes are ready, 
the script is printed and 
the time is coming.  All 
children are invited to 
participate in this years 
Christmas Pageant.  The 
P a g e a n t  d a t e  i s 
on Sunday, December 

20th during the church 
service.  We will have 
rehearsals the first two 
weeks in Decem-
ber.  There are both 
speaking and non speak-
ing rolls and children of 
all ages are encouraged 

to participate.  So please 
be a shepherd or sheep, 
a cow or an  innkeeper, a 
Wise person or angel, 
Mary or Joseph.  See 
Dulcey Lacroix with 
any questions.  

Personalized Embroidery 
I can machine embroi-
der on stockings, totes, 
backpacks, towels, ath-
letic bags, some cloth-
ing, pillowcases etc; you 
provide the article. I can 
do names, monograms, 

or designs from my 
huge library (not just 
kids stuff!). Please see 
my "embroidery binder" 
at church for examples, 
and email me or talk to 
me at church about your 

project. Great gifts for 
the holidays! Prices start 
at $5 and all proceeds 
will go to SACC. 
Michele Abroff:  
mnigh@yahoo.com  
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“None of us 

knows what 

might happen 

even the next 

minute, yet 

still we go 

forward. 

Because we 

trust. Because 

we have 

Faith.”  

― Paulo 

Coelho  

 

Worship in December 
Dec 6: Second Sunday of  Advent, Communion, Pageant Rehearsal. 

Dec 13: Third Sunday of  Advent, Pageant Rehearsal 

Dec 20: Christmas Pageant! 

Dec 21, 7pm: Longest Night Service 

Dec 24, 4:30pm: Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 24, 7:30pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve 

Dec 27: Hymn Sing Service 

Advent & Christmas Events   
Holiday Card-Making 
Sunday, December 6, 12-1:00pm 
We’ll make hand-made cards for local prison inmates, and share pizza! Supplies provid-
ed; for all ages. RSVP to Karen Hodges. 
 
Caroling, Potluck & Dance 
Sunday, December 13 
Neighborhood caroling starts at 4:00pm, potluck supper at 5:30pm, and barn dancing at 
6:30pm! A wonderful tradition for all ages! Please bring a salad, side, main dish or des-
sert to share at the potluck. 
 
Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 20, 10:30am 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent highlighted by our Sunday School’s annual Christmas 
Pageant. All kids are encouraged to participate! 
 
Candlelight Piano Concert 
Sunday, December 20, 7:00pm 
A candlelit hour of meditative, seasonal music performed by our Music Director, Ed 
Rosser.  

Holiday Candlelight Piano Concert 
Dear SACC, 
I will be giving my annual 
Holiday Piano Music by 
Candle l igh t  concert 
on Sunday, December 
20nd at 7:00 pm. I think 
of it as a time for meditat-
ing in the candlelight, and 

for listening to Christmas 
music played quietly and 
reverently... I look for-
ward to it every year, and 
look forward to seeing 
many of you there.  
- Ed Rosser  



Cleaning Teams for December 
12/5   Jane Epstein’s Team 
12/12  Judy Hodge’s Team  

12/19  Bill Klauer’s Team 
12/26  Becky Hadden’s  Team 

M A R K I N G S  
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“Faith is not 

the belief that 

God will do 

what you 

want. It is the 

belief that God 

will do what is 

right.”  

― Max Lucado   

 Prayer Book 
Thank you for all your 
patience as we transition 
to using a “Prayer Book” 
for our joys and con-
cerns. We think that it 
has been working beauti-
fully! The book is on a 
stand at the entrance to 
the sanctuary; you are 

welcome to write your 
prayers into this book at 
any time. Katrina will 
read these brief prayers 
during the time for joys 
and concerns. We’ll con-
tinue to provide a time 
for us to raise our hands 
and share if we did not 

have a chance to write in 
the book. Please speak 
directly with Katrina or 
your Deacon if you have 
any questions, concerns 
or suggestions. Thank 
you! 

Continued from Page 2 
4.      Our Conference of-
fice will advertise our va-
cancy among UCC clergy 
all across the country. 
Our search committee 
will read ministerial pro-
files, screen candidates, 
conduct interviews, check 
references, and eventually 
select a candidate who 
will be recommended to 
the entire congregation. 
(Last time, this process 

brought us Katrina – so 
we know that wonderful 
things can happen!) 
I send this letter so you 
will know that the Con-
gregational Board will be 
taking the needed steps to 
think about our future. 
We will keep you in-
formed on a regular basis. 
For now, let us express 
our gratitude for Katri-
na’s ministry and enter 
into a time of celebration 

with Katrina and her fam-
ily. Please keep Katrina in 
your prayers even as you 
know from experience 
that she will be praying 
for us. 
  

Blessings, 
Patti Babcock 
On behalf of your  
Congregational Board 
 
 

Longest Night Service 
Monday, December 21, 7:00pm 
We’ll mark the winter solstice, the longest night of the year, with prayers for peace and 
the lighting of candles. Come with your grief, loss, prayers, or simply your desire to be 
still in midst of a hectic season. 
 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service 
Thursday, December 24, 4:30pm 
A shorter service with carols and acting out the Nativity, geared for toddlers and 
younger children. Music by the Junior Choir. 
 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Thursday, December 24, 7:30pm 
Our traditional service with lessons and carols, concluding with the lighting of candles. 
Music by the Senior Choir. 



Thursday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks every Thurs-
day morning from 9:30am 
until 11:00am-ish at the 
Boston Bean House in 
Maynard Center. Come on 
by! Drop in and share your 
thoughts, ideas, concerns 
or just enjoy the fellow-
ship. (Remember that you 

can also make an appoint-
ment to speak with Katri-
na confidentially; just call 
the church office to ar-
range a time.) Please note: 
no coffee on December 24 
or 31. 

 

 

“I don’t think 

that we're 

meant to 

understand it 

all the time. I 

think that 

sometimes 

we just have 

to have 

faith.”  

― Nicholas 

Sparks  
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Help Lead the Service 
The word “liturgy” comes 
from the Latin for “the 
work of the people.” 
That’s right folks, worship 
is not just the job of the 
“professionals”, it’s the 
work of all of us! Worship 
is not a performance, it is 
a communal experience 

that we all take part in. 
Live out these beliefs by 
helping our service come 
alive – serve as the litur-
gist! Helping to lead wor-
ship is a wonderful way to 
participate two or three 
Sundays a year, leading 
the opening prayers and 

reading the scripture. 
(And also doing the 
“Sharing our Faith” if you 
wish!) If you are interest-
ed, please contact the 
church secretary, Pam 
H a y s ,  a t  i n -
fo@southactoncc.org or 
call 978-263-2332. 

December can be a very 
lonely time to be in the 
hospital, and some of 
these teens may not re-
ceive visitors, or gifts 
from other sources. A 
marked box will be in the 
vestry until the end of 
Sunday, December 6 
for contributions. If you 
cannot contribute a gift, 
consider donating a 

greeting card. Thank you 
for your help! 
Both boys and girls need 
gifts. Suggestions: socks, 
mittens, age-appropriate 
non-violent DVDs and 
books, jewelry (nothing 
sharp), handheld elec-
tronic games, playing 
cards, craft items. Please 
remember not to wrap 
your gift. Please do not 

include: anything violent 
or including drug/
alcohol use, anything 
sharp, gift cards (teens 
may not be able to go 
shopping).  
Call Val or email her at 
valeriehadden@yahoo.com 

with questions. 
Thank you!  

December Holiday Gifts for Teens at McLean Hospital 
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Every 

tomorrow has 

two handles. 

We can take 

hold of it with 

the handle of 

anxiety or the 

handle of 

faith. 

Henry Ward 

Beecher 

 

 

Pray For Peace Group - Monday Evenings 
In response to the gun violence and mass killings in this country,many of us are 
left with a feeling of helplessness, hopelessness and paralysis. 
WHAT CAN WE DO? 
  
There is no one-way to respond.   People are doing a lot of different things to 
heal the pain of these events and to prevent more of them from 
happening in the future. 
  
    There is no denying the power of prayer. When we send love from our hearts 
out to the world, it does make a difference. 
Studies have been carried out showing this to be true.   
  
One effort we are starting is for a prayer group to get together and pray for 
peace.  This will be Monday nights in the church library.  We are publicizing it far 
and wide. 
  
This is non-denominational, including those of any or no religious affiliation. If 
we want to see a new world, it begins within us. 
  
There is no fee and no obligation - just come with your loving heart 
and a wish for peace.  We will guide the meditation and/or share our prayers – 
whatever the group that night decides on.  
  
If you can’t come down, feel free to join us during that hour 
from wherever you are – your energy is included. 
Sit quietly and join us for an hour of peaceful prayer. 
  
South Acton Congregational Church Library 
7:30-8:30pm Mondays 
Beginning November 30 
Call Linsey at 978-793-7291 



 

 

“Sorrow 

looks back, 

Worry looks 

around, 

Faith looks 

up”  

― Ralph 

Waldo 

Emerson  
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