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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 

  

All people are made in 

God's image. You are 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

Oh my goodness, my dear 
SACC folks – can it really 
be October?! Can it really 
be 45° at night?! Are there 
really orange leaves on the 
trees?! Can the stores real-
ly be full of Halloween 
supplies?! Can I really be 
getting my winter sweat-
ers out of the attic and 
buying new size 8 snow-
pants? (Just to be 
clear, those are for 
Noemi, not for me.) 
Do you know what 
e l s e  O c t o b e r 
means? Yes – I can 
see that some of you 
do. You are smiling 
to yourself, or you 
are backing away in hor-
ror. That's right! It is 
stewardship season at our 
church! It is stewardship 
season at most churches, 
as faith communities all 
over the country begin to 
do fiscal planning for the 
following year. (although 
some churches are making 
an effort to talk about and 
practice financial giving 
throughout the year, ra-

ther than for just a few 
short weeks!) 
But this year, our special 
focus on taking care of 
our church with our mon-
ey will kick off on Octo-
ber 25 (with me preaching 
about stewardship in gen-
eral) and conclude with a 
celebration on November 
8 ,  ( w i t h  C u r t 

Logee preaching about 
why we give to our be-
loved SACC). So in a few 
weeks you will get that 
annual stewardship letter 
– it will remind us about 
how unique and amazing 
our community is, how 
everyone from all back-
grounds, sexual orienta-
tions, socio-economic sit-
uations, abilities, races and 
beliefs are welcomed and 

affirmed! The stewardship 
letter will remind us 
how we pray for and sup-
port and challenge one 
another on our spiritual 
journeys. How we are a 
witness to the world 
about how life can be 
MORE – more deep, 
meaningful, joyful. The 
letter will remind us how 

much we have all re-
ceived from our faith 
community, and how 
important it is for us 
to give: with our 
hearts and hands… 
and our wallets! 
So please join us for 
worship on October 

25 ,  a n d  e sp ec i a l -
ly November 8! We will 
think together about our 
resources, what we do 
with them, and what fears 
and hopes and meaning 
we assign to them. See 
you then!  
~ Katrina  
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M A R K I N G S  

According to my desk 
calendar Autumn begins 
on September 23rd, 
which means it is less 
than a week away as I 
write my markings article 
for October.   For me 
personally,  Autumn 
means school and work 
have started, the leaves 
are changing and college 
and pro football are un-
derway.  It also means 
that SACC’s Fall Rum-
mage and Bake Sale is 
quickly approaching.  
October 24th is the mag-
ical date for a day filled 
with shopping, eating 
and church fellowship.  
Hope to see you all at 
the big event.  At the 

September Deacons 
meeting we discussed 
Parish assignments and 
welcomed our new Dea-
cons.  Please refer to the 
list below and feel free to 
contact us at any time.  
As the Fall season moves 
in to full swing SACC 
Deacons will be helping 
to provide rides to 
church, coordinating 
special church celebra-
tions and asking SACC 
members to help with 
Greeting and Ushering 
on Sunday mornings.  
We are always available 
to help everyone at 
SACC with any special 
assistance or out reach 
that might be needed.  I 

hope the warm spirit of 
summer holds with eve-
ryone as the cool tem-
peratures return. 
 
Deacons and their  
Parishes: 

 
A & B – Michele Abroff  
C & E – Sarah Bradbury 
D, F & G – Jane Epstein 
H thru K – Bill Manning 
L thru N – Laurie 
Thibodeau 
O thru S – Linsey Hurley 
T thru Z – Steve Hadden 
 
 
Terry Martins 
Diaconate Chair 

 

red yellow 

orange 

leaves 

change from 

original 

green 

true colors 

exposed  

 

  

Congregational Board 
The beginning of a new 
church year is starting, 
my favorite season of 
the year!  Not only be-
cause of the beautiful 
weather, but a fresh start 
to work on many of 
projects going on here at 
church.  The Board had 
its first meeting on Sep-
tember 3rd.  We talked 
about an interesting arti-
cle by Karl Vaters called 
“Adapt or Die:  6 Steps 
to Becoming an Innova-
tive Church”.  We’re 
going to challenge our-
selves by trying to apply 
these steps to our delib-
erations at the Board 

meetings this year.  We 
also talked about things 
we are going to have to 
grapple with this year, 
like our budget deficit, 
and expensive roof re-
pairs in order to avoid 
the flooding we had last 
year.  You’ll hear more 
about this throughout 
the year.  Here is the 
Board line-up for the 
2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  y e a r : 
 
Board Chair:  Patti Babcock 
Finance Chair:  Gina Ghioldi 
Clerk:  Kelly Donahue 
Deacon Chair: Terry Martins 
At Large Member: Russ Bosbach 
At Large Member:  Jim Willis 
At Large Member:  Kyle Kucaj 

 

If you would like to con-
tact the whole board you 
can email:   
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l -
board@southactoncc.or
g 
If you would like to con-
tact me you can email:   
CBChair@southactoncc.org 
Stay tuned each month 
and I will provide up-
dates on the work of 
your Congregational 
Board.  
 
Patti Babcock 
Congregational Chair 
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Confirmation 

Mission Trip News 

M A R K I N G S  

We are at this very mo-
ment deciding on the 
time and destination for 
this years' youth mission 
trip! The trip will proba-

bly be open to all eighth 
through 12th graders – 
we will be in touch with 
everyone once our plans 
are confirmed. In the 

meantime, if you have 
any questions or ideas, 
be in touch with Katrina. 
Thanks!  

It’s been a tradition at 
SACC that we offer a con-
firmation program for 
young people every other 
year, or more often upon 
request. We are currently 
in the process of determin-

ing if we have a “critical 
mass” of kids to run con-
firmation this year, or if 
we would combine with 
the Boxborough UCC, or 
of we would wait until the 
2016-2017 school year. If 

you have a son or daughter 
in 8-12th grade who is in-
terested in confirmation 
THIS year, please be in 
touch with Katrina ASAP! 
Thanks! 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Service 

Rustling leaves 

the sound 

Autumn’s color 

covers the ground 

Joy for eyes and 

ears 

 

 

 

  

Join the Choir! 
Have you ever thought 
of singing in the choir? 
We are always looking 
for new members - no 
audition necessary! Re-
hearsals are Wednesdays 
from 7:45 to 9:00, and 
on Sundays at 9:45(with 

one free Wednesday/
Sunday each month) 
If you can't join the 
choir, but would like to 
be involved in other 
ways, I would really wel-
come your ideas for new 
music... If there is a par-

ticular piece you love, or 
just a style you would 
like to hear, let me know. 
My email is  
rosser.edw@gmail.com.  

Help Lead the Service 
The word “liturgy” 
comes from the Latin for 
“the work of the peo-
ple.” That’s right folks, 
worship is not just the 
job of the  
“professionals”, it’s the 
work of all of us! Wor-
ship is not a perfor-
mance, it is a communal 
experience that we all 

take part in. Live out 
these beliefs by helping 
our service come alive – 
serve as the liturgist! 
Helping to lead worship 
is a wonderful way to 
participate two or three 
Sundays a year, leading 
the opening prayers and 
reading the scripture. 
(And also doing the 

“Sharing our Faith” if 
you wish!) If you are in-
terested, please contact 
the church secretary, 
Pam Hays, at  
info@southactoncc.org  
or call 978-263-2332. 



Cleaning Teams for October 
10/3   Angela Aaronson’s Team 
10/10 Jane Epstein’s Team 
10/17 Judy Hodge’s Team 
10/24 Bill Klauer’s Team 
10/31  Becky Hadden’s  Team 

M A R K I N G S  
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Five score and 

ten days 

Summer 

passes with a 

breeze 

Fall holds back 

the freeze 

  

 

Prayer Book 
One of the most mean-
ingful and sacred times in 
our community life is the 
joys and concerns that we 
share during worship. 
Being able to safely give 
voice to our deepest 
fears, losses and hopes 
with one another is a 
great gift! How many of 
us have been amazingly 
held and supported by 
sharing the prayers that 
were on our hearts! While 
we will continue to share 
our prayers with one an-
other, we also recognize 
the need to balance how 

much of our stories we 
share during the worship 
time. The Deacons have 
discussed many times the 
best way for us to share 
our prayers, and we re-
cently began trying out a 
“Prayer Book.” The book 
is on a stand at the en-
trance to the sanctuary; 
you are welcome to write 
your prayers into this 
book at any time. Katrina 
will read these brief pray-
ers during the time for 
joys and concerns. We 
also hope to continue to 
provide a time for us to 

raise our hands and share 
if we did not have a 
chance to write in the 
book. This “Prayer 
Book” system is used 
successfully at other UCC 
churches, so we’ll try it 
out and see how it goes. 
Please speak directly with 
Katrina or your Deacon if 
you have any questions, 
concerns or suggestions. 
Thank you! 

Rummage & Bake Sale 
Our semi-annual rummage / bake sale is on October 24 from  8:00 to 2:00 
 
We know we can count on everyone to contribute to this major fund raiser, recycling 
and community event. As you  go through your closets this month please donate sea-
sonal clothing  clean and in good repair. Items that sell well are kitchen goods, small 
furniture, linens, tools jewelry, books, games, sports equipment and decorative items. 
Please no electronics, stereo speakers, tapes, mugs with company logos or toy stuffed 
animals. Drop off goods at the times listed  below: 
 
Tuesday Oct 20                10:00 - 12:00 & 6:00-800pm 
Wednesday Oct 21            6:00-8:00pm 
Thursday Oct 22              10:00-12:00 and 6:00-8:00pm 
Friday Oct 23                    9:00 - 5:00 
 



M A R K I N G S  
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Worship in October 
Oct 4: Communion, Katrina preaching 

Oct 11: all ages service – learning about baptism, Katrina leading  

Oct 18: Korte Yeo preaching 

Oct 25: Stewardship kick off, Katrina preaching  

Nov 1: All Saints Day, Communion 

Nov 8: Stewardship celebration, Curt Logee preaching  

Spiritual Center Planning 
We continue to meet twice 
a month to further our 
vision of a Spiritual Center 
at SACC. You are wel-
come to join us! We meet 
the 2nd Wednesday at 
7pm and the 4th Sunday 

at 8:45am. The meetings 
this month will be Oct 14 
at 7:00pm and Sunday, 
October 25 at 8:45am. 
Please contact a member 
of the Planning Group 
(Patti Babcock, Martha 

Rounds, Steve Hadden, 
Sallie Brainard, Michele 
Abroff, Robin Comeau, 
Nancy Tarquinio or Katri-
na) if you have any ques-
tions or ideas.  

Mark Your Calendars 
All Saints Day special worship: November 1 

Gladys’ 100th birthday: November 19! 

All-ages Worship, First Sunday of Advent: Nov 29 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals: Dec 6 & 13 

Sunday School Pageant: Dec 20 

Ride to the Airport ~ Donate to SACC 
Jane Epstein will drive you 
to and/or pick you up from 
any area airport for a fee of 
$100 per trip, payable to 
SACC.  You can contact 
her at  
jane.epstein@comcast.net 
or 978.897.9334 



Thursday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks every Thurs-
day morning from 9:30am 
until 11:00am-ish at the 
Boston Bean House in 
Maynard Center. There is 
plenty of metered on-
street parking, or you can 
park for free in the lot be-
hind the stores, opposite 

the movie theater. Come 
on by! Drop in and share 
your thoughts, ideas, con-
cerns or just enjoy the fel-
lowship. (Remember that 
you can also make an ap-
pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time.)  

 

 

The leaves of 

Autumn 

 

lovely gold 

and brown 

colors 

 

painting the 

landscape.  
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Book Study: “Being Mortal” 
We will continue to dis-
cuss Atul Gawande’s 
book “Being Mortal: 
Medicine and What Mat-
ters in the End” at our 
second evening session, 
Tuesday, October 13 
from 7:00-8:30pm. Please 
join us, even if you were-

n’t able to attend the Sep-
tember meeting! The sep-
arate session for those 
unable to make the even-
ing gatherings will be after 
church on Sunday, Octo-
ber 11. Any questions? 
Speak with Katrina. 

Don’t miss this fun and 
meaningful workshop led 
by the Rev. Jamie Green, 
founding pastor of the 
Agape Brewing Commu-
nity in Gloucester. (Read 
more about Jamie at 
www.agapebeer .org. ) 
We’ll taste her home-
brewed beer, learn about 

brewing, and engage in 
some spiritual practices. 
Kids are welcome to join 
us, but not imbibe the 
beer, of course! There 
will also be home-made 
soda available. Join us 
Sunday, October 4 from 
4:30-6:00pm for this fun 
and faith-filled evening 

exploring beer, brewing 
and God! There will be a 
suggested donation of 
about $10 to cover 
“materials” and Jamie’s 
mileage. Please RSVP to 
Kat r in a  at  ka t r i -
na2332@yahoo.com. 

Beer and Spiritual Practices 



 

 

The gold and 

orange 

sets the 

Autumn 

days afire 

season of 

wanti   
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Kelly’s Ecclesiastical Council  
Kelly Donahue’s Ecclesiastical Council on Oct 21 at 7PM 
I want to thank all of you for your prayers, love and support during my years at 
Andover Newton Theological School. You celebrated with me when I graduated in 
May, with my MDIV. Please join me for another important step on my journey. 
On October 21, at 7PM, SACC will host my Ecclesiastical Council. At this meeting 
I speak about my faith and commitment to becoming a minister in the UCC. Audi-
ence members will ask me questions. Then delegates from 7 other area churches will 
vote on my fitness to be a minister. If I pass that vote, I get to circulate my profile 
to churches. I have enclosed the official invitation here, which includes my 20 page 
Ordination paper. 
http://www.macucc.org/eventdetail/1084978?month=10&year=2015&day=1&display=m 

What questions do you have for me? Your thoughtful and tough questions prior to 
the council will help prepare me for that day! Send them to my email address, or 
speak to me at Coffee Hour.  Kann.donahue@comcast.net 
It was this church and its wonderful people who started me on this journey. God 
has a hand in it, too.  

Book Study: “Between the World and Me” 
Join us for our next 
book study series – now 
that we have tackled 
death, dying and the 
meaning of life, we will 
move on to race in 
America. We’ll be read-
ing Ta-Nehisi Coates’ 
bestseller, “Between the 
World and Me.” Toni 
Morrison calls the book 
“required reading.” Isa-
bel Wilkerson (author of 
The Warmth of Other 
Suns) says:  
Ta-Nehisi Coates is the 
James Baldwin of our era, 
and this is his cri de coeur. A 
brilliant thinker at the top of 

his powers, he has distilled 
four hundred years of history 

and his own anguish and 
wisdom into a prayer for his 
beloved son and an invocation 
to the conscience of his coun-
try. Between the World and 
Me is an instant classic and 
a gift to us all. 
 
The review by Slate 
states:  
A work of rare beauty 
and revelatory honesty . . . 
Between the World and Me 
is a love letter written in a 
moral emergency, one that 
Coates exposes with the preci-
sion of an autopsy and the 
force of an exorcism. . . . 
Coates is frequently lauded as 

one of America’s most im-
portant writers on the subject 

of race today, but this in fact 
undersells him: Coates is one 
of America’s most important 
writers on the subject of 
America today. 
 
Don’t miss our two gath-
erings to share thoughts, 
questions and feelings: 
Thursday, October 28 
from 7-8:30pm, and 

Sunday, November 8 
at noon. Please come to 
both, but one is just fine! 
Questions? Speak with 
Sean Osborne or Katri-
na. 
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A Note From Barbara Donahue 
Dear Wonderful SACC People, 
It’s been a little over two months since six intrepid SACC Movers loaded up the U-Haul 
and son Colin and I drove it out here to Athens, Ohio. 
 
I love being here. It’s precious to be able to spend time with Colin and his wife, Anna. 
I’m living in the apartment in their house they usually rent to graduate students. We 
have dinner together most nights, and it is SO GOOD to be able to just hang out with 
them and talk and laugh.  
 
At the same time, I really miss everybody at SACC. And the church itself and the wor-
ship services. And the singing.  
 
There are not words to tell you how much you mean to me, what gifts you offer (often 
unknowingly). My experience of SACC was of complete acceptance. It’s OK not to be 
perfect there. It’s OK to be quirky. It’s OK to be different. It’s OK to be the same. It’s 
even OK not to show up for a while. And then, when you come back, people are glad 
to see you.  
 
Sometime around 1987 or 1988 I walked through the door for the Christmas Extrava-
ganza – a friend and I came just to join in the caroling, and as soon as we arrived felt 
like everybody adopted us. Someone (I think probably Amber) said, “You’re going to 
stay for the potluck and the mummer’s play and the contra dancing, aren’t you?” We 
said we had not brought any food, and were told, “That’s OK. There is plenty for every-
one.” So we stayed. And had a great time.  
 
Before long, I came back on a Sunday morning. I was raised in a church, but had not 
attended much for at least 20 years. There was something about SACC, though – the 
welcome, the quiet caring, the humor, the sense that everyone was there to figure out 
how to live honorably and honestly and with love. So I kept coming back and I’m so 
glad I did.  
 
Thank you all so much. I carry you with me and thank God for all that is SACC. 
 
With blessings and all good wishes, 
 
Barbara Donohue 
(28 Euclid Dr., Athens OH 45701, bdonohue@alum.mit.edu, cell: 978-263-4961) 


