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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
All people are made in
God's image. You are
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From Katrina...
My yard is entirely dirt.
That's right – just bare
ground – a vast expanse of
dusty earth that gets tracked
onto the porch and brought
into the house and stuck to
our shoes and blown onto
the road. (OK, so "vast expanse" is a slight exaggeration. Those of you who
helped move me into
my new house know
that my yard is only
1/10th of an acre.
The usable space is
about the size of the
church vestry.) But
regardless, finally, finally (!) the yard has
been re-graded and
prepared for seed.
Old septic system
pipes were removed, weird
bumps leveled, overgrowth
cleared out. It is a fresh
blank slate. And you know
what? It's making me anxious.
I can't put my finger on
what it is, exactly, about that
bare ground that's causing
me to worry. I've been
wanting to re-do this yard
and create a lawn since the
day I moved in. And it's finally happened! But I think

that this in-between time –
this time between the weedy
mess and what it will become – is uncomfortable.
What was has been destroyed, and the new thing is
not fully visible. The ground
has been prepared, but
nothing is happening yet.
There is only waiting, and

trusting that the seed will
sprout and grow. Trusting
that all that good soil won't
blow away down the street
and be lost. Trusting that
my vision of a new thing
will actually happen.
So I have chosen to sit with
the discomfort and welcome
my bare, dirt yard as a metaphor: for the times in our
life when we are just waiting
– waiting for the seeds of
newness to be planted, wait-

ing for the next good thing
to come, waiting to see what
God has in store for us. The
earth is ready and waiting.
Can we trust in God enough
to believe that the very earth
under our feet won't blow
away? That what we need
will come? That this new
year will bring us and our
church the newness
that is God's desire?
I think so! I believe so
– for me, for us, for
our church family. We
have new and wonderful things afoot. (The
spiritual center! The
mission trip! Book
studies! Outreach!
Workshops! What
else?!) We have a new
year together that we have
never seen before! Let's see,
together, what God has in
store for us.
I can't wait to see all of your
radiant faces on a Sunday
morning. Let's sing and pray
and rejoice together! Let's
await new things from God!

~ Katrina
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From the Diaconate
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Hello and welcome to a
new fall of worship and
fellowship at SACC. We
will gather together for
Rally Sunday on September 13th. I look forward
to seeing many of you as
we join together after
what was hopefully a
restful and fun summer.

There have been a few
changes to our Diaconate this year. I want to
thank Jane Logee for her
years of service as the
Diaconate Chair, I have
very large shoes to fill as
I take over her duties. I
would also like to thank
Bee Baker and John
O’Dowd for their years
of service as Deacons,

“Do one thing
every day
that scares
you.”
― Eleanor
Roosevelt
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we will certainly miss
them as we move forward. Fortunately, Linsey
Hurley has returned
from her adventures in
Thailand and will be rejoining our group.
Michele Abroff and Laurie Thibodeau have graciously volunteered to
take over for Bee and
John.
We had our first Deacon’s meeting on September 2nd and we are
all excited to start a new
year working with our
Parishes and reaching
out and helping SACC
members.
Please feel
free to contact your Deacon if you need any type

of support this year, we
are all happy to help in
any way.
Deacons and their
Parishes:
A & B – Michele Abroff
C & E – Sarah Bradbury
D, F & G – Jane Epstein
H thru K – Bill Manning
L thru N – Laurie
Thibodeau
O thru S – Linsey Hurley
T thru Z – Steve Hadden
We wish you a joyful beginning to a year of worship and fellowship at
SACC.
Terry Martins
Diaconate Chair
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community
Service

Mission Trip News
We are figuring out
where the 2016 mission
trip destination will be! If
you are an adult interested in being a leader on

this years’ trip, or a parent who’d like to join in
the process, please gather
with Katrina at 9:30am
on Sunday, September

27. Please bring any sites
or ideas that you might
have!

ing if we have a “critical
mass” of kids to run confirmation this year, or if
we would combine with
the Boxborough UCC, or
of we would wait until the
2016-2017 school year. If

you have a son or
daughter in 8-12th grade
who is interested in confirmation THIS year,
please be in touch with
Katrina ASAP! Thanks!

Confirmation
It’s been a tradition at
SACC that we offer a confirmation program for
young people every other
year, or more often upon
request. We are currently
in the process of determin-

Join the Choirs!
“There is never
a moment when
God is not in
control. Relax!

All kids (K-8th grade)
are invited to join our
Junior Choir, led by Amber Klauer. The Junior
Choir rehearses every
Sunday after church,
and sings an anthem dur-

ing worship every few
weeks. Our Senior
Choir
rehearses
Wednesday evenings
at 7:45pm and sings every Sunday except the last
of the month. No experi-

ence needed – just come
and enjoy! For more information, please be in
touch with our Music
Director, Ed Rosser at
ed@southactoncc.org.

Help Lead the Service

He’s got you
covered.”
― Mandy Hale
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The word “liturgy”
comes from the Latin for
“the work of the people.” That’s right folks,
worship is not just the
j o b
o f
t h e
“professionals”, it’s the
work of all of us! Worship is not a performance, it is a communal
experience that we all

take part in. Live out
these beliefs by helping
our service come alive –
serve as the liturgist!
Helping to lead worship
is a wonderful way to
participate two or three
Sundays a year, leading
the opening prayers and
reading the scripture.
(And also doing the

“Sharing our Faith” if
you wish!) If you are interested, please contact
the church secretary,
Pam Hays, at info@southactoncc.org or
call 978-263-2332.
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Sharing Our Prayers
One of the most meaningful and sacred times in
our community life is the
joys and concerns that we
share during worship.
Being able to safely give
voice to our deepest
fears, losses and hopes
with one another is a
great gift! How many of
us have been amazingly
held and supported by
sharing the prayers that
were on our hearts! While
we want to share our
prayers with one another,
we also recognize the
need to balance how

much of our stories we
share during the worship
time. The Deacons have
discussed the best way for
us to share our prayers
many times over the
years. We recently decided to try a new method,
starting in September. We
will have a beautiful
“Prayer Book” that remains open at the church
at all times. You are welcome to write your prayers into this book at any
time, and also indicate if
you wish your prayer to
be shared on Sunday

morning. Katrina will
then read these brief
prayers. We also hope to
continue to provide a
time for us to raise our
hands and share if we did
not have a chance to
write in the book. This
“Prayer Book” system is
used at other UCC
churches with great success! We’ll try it out and
see how it goes! Please
speak directly with Katrina or your Deacon if you
have any questions, concerns or other suggestions. Thank you!

“Love is the
absence of

Wanted: Folks to Join Cleaning Teams

judgment.”
― Dalai Lama
XIV

As the new year begins,
notice the beauty of our
church building. Many
people in the congregation have been on SACC
cleaning teams for years.
Recently, a few of our
teams have lost a member

or two and are down to 3
or 2 people. Please consider joining in. It’s very
easy—maximum time 2
hours every 8 weeks. It’s
a great way to give back
for all the meaning SACC
gives to our lives. Call or

email Becky Hadden
at 978-886-5666 or bhadden@hadlorgroup.com

Cleaning Teams for September
9/5
9/12
9/19
9/26
10/3

Becky Hadden’s Team
Marilyn Dow’s Team
Pam Roger’s Team
Tom Porcher’s Team
Angela Aaronson’s Team
MA RK INGS

Worship in September
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September 6, 9:30am: All-ages Service, Communion, Katrina leading.
September 13, 10:30am: Rally Sunday! Sunday School kick-off. Katrina
preaching.
September 20: Katrina preaching
September 27: Katrina preaching

Labor Day Sunday
On Sunday, September
6 at 9:30am we will have
a special all-ages worship
that celebrates Labor
Day! We will recognize

the work that all of us do
to contribute to our communities, families and the
world. We’ll also talk
about how much of the

world is without safe and
just employment. There
will be time for interaction and discussion, appropriate for all ages.

Spiritual Center Planning
We continue to meet twice
a month to further our
vision of a Spiritual Center
at SACC. You are welcome to join us! We meet
the 2nd Wednesday at
7pm and the 4th Sunday

at 8:45am. The meetings
this month will be September 9 at 7:00pm and
Sunday, September 27 at
8:45am. Please contact a
member of the Planning
Group (Michele Abroff,

“The
unexamined
Patti Babcock, Martha
Rounds, Steve Hadden,
Sallie Brainard, Robin
Comeau, Nancy Tarquinio
or Katrina) if you have
any questions or ideas.

life is not
worth living.”
― Socrates

Mark Your Calendars
All-ages Worship: October 11
Kelly Donahue’s Ecclesiastical Council: October 21
Rummage and Bake Sale: October 24
All Saints Day: November 1
Gladys’ 100th birthday: November 19!

Music/Worship Team
Join Ed and Katrina to
plan worship! We’ll engage
with the upcoming scripture readings and church

seasons, and come up with
creative music, liturgy, activities and ideas. Join us
after worship on Sunday,

September 20 to think
about the fall services, including All Saints Day and
Thanksgiving!
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Book Study: “Being Mortal”
People can’t stop talking
about Atul Gawande’s
book, “Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the
End.” Katherine Boo says,
“A deeply affecting, greatly important book – one
not just about dying and
the limits of medicine but
about living to the last

“To give
pleasure to a
single heart
by a single
act is better
than a
thousand
heads bowing

with autonomy, dignity,
and joy.” Please join us to
discuss its powerful and
important themes, as we
share the thoughts and
feelings raised by this
book. There will be two
evening sessions on
Tuesday, September 29
and Tuesday, October

13, 7:00 - 8:30 PM. There
will be a separate session
(with possibly more added) offered after church
on Sunday, October 11
for those unable to make
the evening gatherings.
Stay Tuned!

Beer and Spiritual Practices
A workshop on beer and
spirituality? Of course!
This is SACC! Don’t
miss this fun AND
meaningful afternoon
workshop led by the Rev.
Jamie Green, founding
pastor of the Agape
Brewing Community in
Gloucester. (Read more

about Jamie’s innovative
“ c h u r c h ”
a t
www.agapebeer.org)
Kids are welcome to join
us, but not imbibe the
beer, of course! There
will also be home-made
soda available. Join us on
Sunday, October 4 4:30
- 6:00 PM for this fun

and faith-filled evening
exploring beer, brewing
and God! There will be a
suggested donation of
about $10 to cover
“materials” and Jamie’s
mileage.

in prayer.”
― Mahatma
Gandhi

Thursday Coffee with Katrina
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Thursday Coffee is back
for fall, starting September
3! Join Katrina and other
SACC folks every Thursday morning from
9:30am until 11:00am-ish
at the Boston Bean
House in Maynard Center. There is plenty of metered on-street parking, or

you can park for free in
the lot behind the stores,
opposite the movie theater. Come on by! Drop in
and share your thoughts,
ideas, concerns or just enjoy the fellowship.
Please note that Katrina
will not be at coffee
on September 17 – she will

be accompanying Korte
Yeo to his Committee on
Ministry meeting.
(Remember that you can
also make an appointment
to speak with Katrina confidentially; just call the
church office to arrange a
time.)
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Kelly’s Ecclesiastical Council
Kelly Donahue’s Ecclesiastical Council on Oct 21 at 7PM
I want to thank all of you for your prayers, love and support during my years at
Andover Newton Theological School. You celebrated with me when I graduated in
May, with my MDIV. Please join me for another important step on my journey.
On October 21, at 7PM, SACC will host my Ecclesiastical Council. At this meeting
I speak about my faith and commitment to becoming a minister in the UCC. Audience members will ask me questions. Then delegates from 7 other area churches will
vote on my fitness to be a minister. If I pass that vote, I get to circulate my profile
to churches. I have enclosed the official invitation here, which includes my 20 page
Ordination paper.
http://www.macucc.org/eventdetail/1084978?month=10&year=2015&day=1&display=m

What questions do you have for me? Your thoughtful and tough questions prior to
the council will help prepare me for that day! Send them to my email address, or
speak to me at Coffee Hour. Kann.donahue@comcast.net
It was this church and its wonderful people who started me on this journey. God
has a hand in it, too.

“There are
never
enough 'I
love you's.”
― Lenny
Bruce

Special Needs Financial Planning
DON’T MISS: Special
Needs Financial Planning on Monday, September 21, 6:30-8:30 at
Grace Chapel’s Adult
Learning Center in Lexington For Directions to

2 Militia Drive which is
one turn off Worthen
Rd. where Grace Chapel
is located, go to: http://
tinyurl.com/o9d36wq
Sponsored by NAMI.

Building Dreams Golf Tournament 2015
When: Tuesday September 15, 2015 from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM EDT
Where: Shaker Hill Golf Course
146 Shaker Road
Harvard, MA 01451
Get more information
Register Now!
Call 978-348-2749 or email carolyn@ncmhabitat.org if you have questions.
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