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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

You know that song, 

"Summertime" from the 

opera, Porgy and Bess? It's 

the song that often runs 

through my head on those 

hazy, lazy, hot summer 

days. I just learned that this 

is one of the most covered 

songs in recorded music 

history! There are over 

33,000 versions of it! What 

a testament to how it reach-

es us across race, educa-

tion, class, and gender. 

This song speaks to our 

souls. 

And those lyrics by 

DuBose Hayward, com-

bined with Gershwin's mu-

sic, are heartbreak-worthy: 
Summertime, 

And the livin' is easy 

Fish are jumpin' 
And the cotton is high 

Oh, Your daddy's rich 

And your mamma's good lookin' 

So hush little baby 

Don't you cry 

One of these mornings 

You're going to rise up singing 

Then you'll spread your wings 

And you'll take to the sky 

But until that morning 

There's a'nothing can harm you 
With your daddy and mammy 

standing by 

Summertime, 

And the livin' is easy 

Fish are jumpin' 

And the cotton is high 

Your daddy's rich 

And your mamma's good lookin' 

So hush little baby 
Don't you cry 

If you can hear the song in 

your head right now, you 

hear the mournful yet full-

of-hope languidness of 

those minor chords. For 

me, the song so perfectly 

combines beauty and loss, 

tragedy and joy, fleeting-

ness and permanence. For 

me, the song feels like 

summer. The song feels 

like life! Slow, yet so fast. 

Beautiful, yet sometimes so 

painful. Bright, yet also so 

dark. 

I can remember some sum-

mer days with my daughter 

last year that were so filled 

with peace and sunshine 

and perfection that it nearly 

broke me open with their 

depth yet impermanence. I 

would find myself holding 

both great joy and fear in 

the very same moment: 

Great joy in the beautiful 

moment, and also great 

fear knowing that it would 

pass, and we could never 

return to this precious sum-

mer day when she is six 

years old. 

Perhaps this is why we 

weep uncontrollably at 

graduations and weddings 

and milestone birthdays. 

These are occasions so full 

of joy and celebration, yet 

they highlight for us the 

loss and change in life. 

And it feels like 

"Summertime" is the an-

them for these experiences. 

It pulls together those 

seemingly contradictory 

feelings and gives them 

voice. 

I hope that each one of you 

is able this summer to 

stand still and allow the 

moment to wash over you 

– whether that moment is 

calm or frightening or sad 

or fleeting. I hope that you 

can be present to it in all of 

its sacredness, and know 

that one day we will rise 

up, and nothing can harm 

us, because God is standing 

by.  Many blessings to each 

of you for a safe, healthy, 

peaceful summer! 

-Katrina 
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Greetings to my beloved 
SACC family.  We have 
been journeying together 
through the season of Lent 
for several weeks now and 
have a few more to 
go.  There are many oppor-
tunities to continue this 
journey together.  On April 
9th we can gather for a 
bible study and discus-
sion.  April 13th is Palm 
Sunday, and the beginning 
of Holy Week.  Our Maun-
dy Thursday service which 

is always so moving and 
meaningful is on April 
17th.  And then it will be 
Easter.  Don't miss the 
Easter morning breakfast 
which will happen at 
around 7 AM! Come after 
the sunrise service, or just 
come to enjoy some great 
food and fellowship. Bring 
a breakfast dish to share. 
Beverages will be provided. 
I do hope to see you all 
there. But most important-
ly, as we approach Holy 

Week near the end of April, 
take time to look around 
you and see the many 
blessings we share. Join us 
for the services and medita-
tion opportunities.  
 
With gratitude and bless-
ings to you all 
Jane Logee 
Diaconate Chair 

“Faith is 

not the be-

lief that 

God will do 

what you 

want. It is 

the belief 

that God 

will do 

what is 

right.”  

Summer Worship 
Our combined summer 
services with the Boxbo-
ro UCC Church will 
begin on June 28 at 
SACC. Worship is at 
9:30am throughout the 
summer. Services will be 
here at SACC June 28–
July 26, led by Rev. Cindy 
Worthington-Berry, who 

will also be “on duty” to 
respond to pastoral emer-
gencies during this time. 
Please note that when 
worship is at SACC, we 
are “hosting”, so ushers, 
greeters and liturgists will 
be needed! Please call or 
email the church office if 
you would like to partici-

pate. Services will be at 
Boxboro (723 Mass Ave) 
for all of August, led by 
Katrina. We’ll return to 
SACC for Labor Day 
weekend with worship 
still at 9:30am. We’ll re-
turn to 10:30am for Rally 
Sunday, September 13! 
 

From the Diaconate 
Hello friends, 
This will be my last Mark-
ings article as I am stepping 
d o w n  a s  D e a c o n 
Chair.  Terry Martins will 
be taking my place and I 
am sure will do a phenome-
nal job.  Also stepping 
down are Bee Baker and 
John O’Dowd.  New dea-
cons who will be formally 
elected at our Annual 
Meeting are Michelle 
Abroff and Laurie 
Thibodeau.  Also, Linsey 
Hurley will be returning 
from abroad and will be 
rejoining the Deacons.  
  

In spite of the distractions 
of Summer, the church 
continues to be a place 
where our focus is lovingly 
returned to God: a place 
where our church family 
continues to meet and 
share worship and fellow-
ship and where we join 
with our brothers and sis-
ters from the UCC Box-
borough, first at SACC for 
5 Sundays starting June 
28th and then in Box-
borough for 5 Sundays. 
  
If a summer lifestyle keeps 
you away for a bit, we hope 
you will join us for as many 

Sundays as you are around 
and we will look forward to 
seeing you more when the 
summer comes to a close. 
  
I wish you all a blessed and 
restful season, 
  
Jane Logee 
Diaconate Chair 
 
Ed note: Thank you to Jane 
for her service as Deacon Chair 
and thank you also to Bee and 
John for all their wonderful 
work as Deacons!  
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“If your 

faith won’t 

fit in the 

door that 

opens, then, 

I argue, do 

not walk 

through that 

door. ”  
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Summer Worship 
June 7: Katrina preaching, Communion 

June 14: Children’s Sunday (2nd Sunday Food Collection!) 

June 21: Last “regular” service (with Summer Solstice ritual) 

June 28, 9:30am: Joint services with Boxboro begin at SACC 

August 2, 9:30am: Worship begins at Boxboro 

Sept 6, 9:30am: Worship returns to SACC 

Sept 13, 10:30am: Rally Sunday 

Annual Meeting 
Save the Date! Our An-
nual Meeting, when we 
elect new officers and 
address any congregation-

al business, will be after 
worship on Sunday, 
June 7. All members are 
encouraged to attend this 

meeting and participate in 
running our church! 

Celebrate Summer Solstice 
For our last “regular” 
worship of the year, June 
21, join us for something 
special and different. This 
all-ages service happens to 
fall on the summer sol-

stice, so we will recognize 
this longest day of the 
year as a sacred time of 
light and transition, with a 
ritual for all ages. Then we 
will be sent out into the 

summer with a simple sa-
cred circle dance, led by 
Val Hadden. 

Craft Sale 
If you spend some lei-
sure time this summer 
on your craft (art craft, 
not water craft!), please 
consider making an extra 
item or two to be donat-
ed to a craft sale we’ll 

organize for the Oct.-
Dec. holiday peri-
od.  Thanks!  Ques-
tions:  call Sallie’s cell 
at 978-844-4371 or leave 
a message at home 978-
263-9783.  



 

 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

“Put your 

trust in God 

and just 

calmly go 

your way. “  
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Spiritual Center Planning Group 
This is a call to action 
for all Markings readers 
to join us in shaping the 
future of the "The Cen-
ter”, A new vision for a 
non-denominat ional 
spiritual gathering place 
dedicated to learning, 
healing and celebration 
at South Acton Congre-
gational Church. We 
need people with pas-
sion and heart to con-
tinue our momentum.  
Are you good at crafting 
business plans? Do you 
love to landscape? Have 
you missed your calling 
as an event project man-
ager? Do you know an 
accountant, a lawyer 
and/or a jack-of-all 
trades? Well, then we 
have a committee for 
you! 
 
"Path Committee" is 
charged with landscap-
ing an attractive first 
impression for The 
Center. If you love to 
get dirty, or if you have 
a special friendship with 
a landscaping contractor 
or architect who would 
like to donate their time, 
effort, muscle or materi-
als WE NEED YOU! 
 

"Business Committee" 
needs to craft the lan-
guage of releases and 
sign-up forms required 
to make the use of The 
Center as a safe and 
"official" workshop 
space. We need to cre-
ate the kind of guide-
lines and regulations we 
will all need to abide by 
when hosting events in 
The Center. WE NEED 
YOU!  
 
"Facility Committee" 
could use your talents 
with interior decorating 
and your sense of ship-
shape. Groupons or 
special offers are wel-
come as is spending a 
day or two painting, re-
storing ceiling tiles and 
muscling around a floor 
polisher to bring the 
space into tip top condi-
tion as an inviting space 
we can all be proud to 
show new visitors. WE 
NEED YOU! 
 
This is a real barn rais-
ing so all the brains and 
brawn you have to share 
and spare are welcome. 
We'd like to be able to 
ribbon cut our first class 
offering this summer 

but we can't do it alone. 
Please email Tori Orr 
(tw@orr.net) or every-
one in the planning 
g r o u p  t o g e t h e r 
(thecenter@southactonc
c.org) and let us know 
which committee you'd 
like to take part in. 
Once we have all the 
names we'll create an 
online calendar and pro-
vide contact infor-
mation for more formal 
committee kickoffs. 
 
Finally, if you'd like to 
hear more about the 
overall plans be sure to 
attend the Annual 
S p r in g  M e e t in g 
on June 7, 2015 for a 
brief overview to be 
presented by the plan-
ning group (Michele 
Abroff, Patti Babcock, 
Martha Rounds, Steve 
Hadden, Sallie Brainard, 
Robin Comeau, Nancy 
Tarquinio and Tori 
Orr). 
  
Our spiritual direction 
and the future of our 
s m a l l  co m m un i t y 
Church depends on 
YOU so thanks in ad-
vance! 



 

Cleaning Teams for Summer 
6/6  Marilyn Dow’s Team 
6/13  Pam Roger’s Team 
6/20    Bill Klauer’s Team 
6/27    Tom Porcher’s Team 
7/4      Angela Aaronson’s Team 

7/11    Jane Epstein’s Team 
7/18    Judy Hodge’s Team 
7/25    Bill Klauer’s Team 
8/1      Becky Hadden’s Team 

M A R K I N G S  
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“When I was 

at the end of 

my rope, 

God was 

holding the 

other end. ”  

 

 

 

 

SACC Build Day at Habitat for Humanity  
We have arranged a 
SACC Build Day at the 
latest Habitat for Human-
ity project in Ayer.  Habi-
tat is building two homes 
on their Central Ave site, 
with completion sched-
uled for this Fall. 
Our SACC Build Day is 

S a t u r d a y  J u n e 
6th from 8:30 – 4:00.  All 
tools and equipment are 
provided by Habitat, and 
no previous building ex-
perience is required.  Vol-
unteers must be 16 years 
of age 
If you are interested in 

volunteering for this 
SACC Outreach Mission, 
please contact Curt Logee 
(clogee@blkcorp.com) 
and he will provide all the 
details. We are allowed a 
maximum of 8 people, so 
please contact Curt at 
your earliest convenience. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Everyone is invited to 
these informal gatherings 
to work on knitting 
shawls for friends and 

loved ones in need of 
prayers and support.  We 
meet the third Monday of 
the month at 10am at 

Angela Aaronson’s home. 
The next meeting is June 
21. 

Annual Meeting Warrant - June 7 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL SPRING MEETING  

to be held at the Church immediately following worship 
 

AGENDA 
 

CALL TO ORDER    Peter Berry 
TREASURER’S REPORT             Gina Ghioldi 
NOMINATING SLATE   Peter Berry 
OLD BUSINESS    Patti Babcock 
NEW BUSINESS                          Patti Babcock 

 
ADJOURNMENT 



 

Thursday Morning Coffee 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks every Thurs-
day morning from 9:30am 
until 11:00am-ish at the 
Boston Bean House in 
Maynard Center. There is 
plenty of metered on-
street parking, or you can 

park for free in the lot be-
hind the stores, opposite 
the movie theater. Come 
on by! Drop in and share 
your thoughts, ideas, con-
cerns or just enjoy the fel-
lowship. (Remember that 
you can also make an ap-

pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time.) The last 
Thursday coffee before 
Katrina goes on vacation 
will be June 18! 

 

 

“Faith is 

about 

doing. You 

are how 

you act, 

not just 

how you 

believe.”  
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Sharing Our Prayers 
One of the most mean-
ingful and sacred times in 
our community life is the 
joys and concerns that we 
share during worship. 
Being able to safely give 
voice to our deepest 
fears, losses and hopes 
with one another is a 
great gift! How many of 
us have been amazingly 
held and supported by 
sharing the prayers that 
were on our hearts! While 
we want to share our 
prayers with one another, 
we also recognize the 
need to balance how 

much of our stories we 
share during the worship 
time. The Deacons have 
discussed the best way 
for us to share our pray-
ers many times over the 
years. We recently decid-
ed to try a new method, 
starting in September. We 
will have a beautiful 
“Prayer Book” that re-
mains open at the church 
at all times. You are wel-
come to write your pray-
ers into this book at any 
time, and also indicate if 
you wish your prayer to 
be shared on Sunday 

morning. Katrina will 
then read these brief 
prayers. We also hope to 
continue to provide a 
time for us to raise our 
hands and share if we did 
not have a chance to 
write in the book. This 
“Prayer Book” system is 
used at other UCC 
churches with great suc-
cess! We’ll try it out and 
see how it goes! Please 
speak directly with Katri-
na or your Deacon if you 
have any questions, con-
cerns or other sugges-
tions. Thank you! 

Children’s Sunday Celebration 
June 14 is Children's 
Sunday and all kids are 
invited to come and par-
ticipate in the Ser-
vice.  Rehearsals to be 

held on May 31 and June 
7 during Sunday School. 
 All are welcome.  
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“Write your 

problems 

down in 

pencil, and 

give the 

eraser to 

God. “ 

 

 

     On June 20th Kelsey, Curran and I will be leaving Massachusetts to begin a new chapter of 
our lives in St Petersburg, Florida. When we arrived in MA in 2008 we didn’t know anyone; 
Kelsey was an inpatient at Children’s Hospital and I was feeling very alone. Then by pure coin-
cidence (or God’s grace!), I met Barbara Donohue who introduced Kelsey and me to SACC. 
Because of this “chance encounter” (read- divine intervention), our lives became filled count-
less blessings. I wasn’t alone on my journey anymore. The SACC community embraced us with 
love, care, assistance, and sharing in so many ways. We felt safe in the arms of this amazing 
community of people – in their prayers and in their presence. 
 
     I have never before experienced such kindness and genuine compassion. There are no 
words to express the gratitude I have and the love for all of you that I will carry with me forev-
er. Because of you, I have the courage to move forward, knowing that God is with me. SACC 
members taught me how to pray, how to find God in the depths of fear and worry as well as in 
joy. You cheered for Kelsey when she was well and let me lean-in when she was not. You sup-
ported me in my deep pain as I watched my son disappear into mental illness. Over the last 7 
years, we became part of this loving and exceptional “family”. The first day I stepped into 
SACC, I felt a warmth and welcome that went beyond the “physical.” The South Action Con-
gregational Church is truly a special place. I believe that it is a space filled with God’s blessings 
because of the all of you - the people who make up its community.  
 
     My deepest thanks for inviting us in and loving us just the way we are.  
 
     Kelsey and I would like to extend a sincere invitation to each of you to visit us in St. Peters-
burg (we have an extra bedroom!) and to stay in touch with us through email. Our new address 
is 1620 25th Ave N, St Petersburg, 33713. My email is kswan08@gmail.com; Kelsey’s email is 
kelswan92@gmail.com.  
 
Blessed be, 
Kim, Kelsey and Curran (of course!)  

Dear SACC Community,  

Thank you Gladys!!   



 

 
 

“Ask for 

what you 

want, but 

be willing 

to take 

what God 

gives you. 

It may be 

better than 

what you 

asked for. “ 
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Our Trip to Heifer Farm   
April 12 was the birth-
day of a little black 
lamb, born to a brown 
mother sheep, as five of 
our most patient SACC 
friends looked on. Biz 
and Caroline Brooks, 
Grace Babcock, and 
their fathers, Matt 
Brooks and Peter Bab-
cock, watched for about 
45 minutes as the lamb 
entered our world! They 
had patience in abun-
dance for a memorable 
occasion like this! The 
SACC Heifer Farm trip 
was a great success, for 
this and much more.  
While the lamb was be-
ing born, the rest of us 
toured the small homes 
from Tibet, Ghana, 
Kenya, Poland, Guate-
mala, Peru, and Appala-
chia—called the Global 
Village. We learned how 
people of these coun-
tries/areas grow their 
food and saw their 
kitchens, where they 
sleep, and the general 
structure/decor of their 
houses and their animal 
shelters. The Village 
shows examples of the 
homes which receive 
our Heifer gifts. 
Heifer Project was start-
ed by Dan West in the 
1930s when he realized 
that handing a cup of 

milk to a starving child 
helped for just a few 
hours, while giving a 
heifer to the family and 
teaching them to care 
for it would help the 
whole village rise out of 
hunger and poverty in a 
sustainable way. To this 
day, each farmer who 
receives the gift of an 
animal from Heifer In-
ternational promises to 
“pass on the gift.” The 
next baby born to the 
animal will be given to 
another household in 
the community, along 
with the education to 
care for it.  We learned 
that Heifer places spe-
cial emphasis on helping 
women start their own 
small farms, caring for 
animals and their fami-
lies and creating viable 
businesses of all types. 
The spring day was glo-
rious! We stood on a 
high piece of land in 
Rutland, Mass. and en-
joyed every moment. In 
one acre of land the tal-
ented and dedicated 
farmers at Heifer Farm 
can grow 15 to 20,000 
pounds of vegetables, 
which are used for food 
in their programs and 
are sold at their roadside 
stand. They utilize and 
teach sustainable agri-

cultural techniques. Sev-
eral barns and fields 
hold livestock—heifers, 
goats, bees, chickens, 
sheep, guinea pigs, al-
pacas, and more. 
Our SACC group con-
sisted of Mary Jane, 
Bernie, and Katrina 
Wuensch, Katie Brad-
bury, Kelly Donahue, 
Tori Orr, Barbara 
Coffey, Pam Hays, 
Becky Hadden and the 
“patient ones” listed 
above. For those of you 
who were not able to 
come, an informal visit 
is a great way to enjoy 
this place. You don’t 
need a tour but it is 
wonderful to experience 
the Heifer Farm with 
the added knowledge of 
their dedicated volun-
teer staff. Taylor was 
our excellent tour guide! 
AND, the gift shop is 
unique with beautiful 
items from all over the 
world. Check out their 
website to see their 
many spring and sum-
mer events: http://
www.heifer.org/what-
you-can-do/experience-
he ifer/he ifer - farm/
index.html 
 
Pictures on next page... 



 

Heifer Farm Trip Pics 


