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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.

2015

From Katrina...
All of a sudden, there are
daffodils and crocus in my
yard! Flowers, good people, flowers! Where seemingly just weeks earlier
there was three feet of
snow, there is now greenish grass (and weeds), buds
on branches and all kinds
of perennials poking
their way through the
ground. We had 108
inches of snow this
winter! We had below
-freezing days! We
had ice dams! We had
leaking roofs and aching backs from too
much shoveling! We
had
intersections
around which we
couldn’t see due to seven
foot snow banks, and cars
that wouldn’t start, and
kids that had been inside
for way too long.
And now we have flowers!
And what is so striking to
me this year, is that we are
all so excited about seeing
these flowers appear. Everyone seems to be talking
about the color emerging in
their yards, or the dogwood
they saw springing white
buds, or the farm stand

with hanging pots outside.
Flowers, good people,
flowers!!!
But why are we so surprised? What are we so excited?! Did we think that
spring wouldn’t come? Did
we really think that the
snow would never melt?

feel like those states will
ever end. It can be hard to
remember what feeling
“okay” was like. We forget
that bad times almost always end, and transform
into a new beginning.
So wherever you find yourself this spring, rejoice in
the flowers and the
leaves and the color
and the warmth! And
give thanks to God
for these signs that
Easter always comes,
new life is always
here, and what might
seem like death,
holds new life inside.
Alleluia!

Did we really think that
we’d still be still shoveling
in May? Of course not. But
perhaps it emotionally felt
like spring would never
come. What our intellect
knows, is not always the
same as what our heart
feels. And I think our
hearts felt like winter was
going to be forever.
Just like when we feel
stuck, or sick, or grieving,
or caught in depression or
anxiety. It can be hard to

-Katrina

P AGE

2

From the Diaconate
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Spring Rummage and Lunch/Bake
Sale ~ Saturday May 2.
Come shop, come eat,
bring your friends, tell
your friends…

have Yummy baked goods
roses.”

Delicious lunch
Fabulous deals

― Abraham Put it on your calendar
Lincoln
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we hope to see you all on
Saturday!

Worship in May & June
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May 3: Fifth Sunday of Easter, Katrina preaching, baptisms, communion.
May 10: Sixth Sunday of Easter, Mission Celebration
May 24: Pentecost Sunday, All-ages Service
May 31: SACC Move Sunday
June 7: Katrina preaching, Communion
June 14: Children’s Sunday
June 21: Last “regular” service, Summer Solstice
June 28, 9:30am: Joint services with Boxboro begin at SACC
“You don't

Annual Meeting
Save the Date! Our Annual Meeting, when we
elect new officers and
address any congregation-

al business, will be after
worship on Sunday,
June 7. All members are
encouraged to attend this

have to be
meeting and participate in
running our church!

good at
something
to be liked.”

Celebration of Mission & Ministry
Join us for worship
on Sunday, May 10 when
we will celebrate our mission and ministry, with a
special recognition of
Gladys Foreman. Gladys

gives to our church and
community in so many
ways that many of us
don't even know about!
Come for this special
day and celebrate all she

has done, the organizations she supports, and all
the ministry that we do
together.

― Stephen
Richards

Summer Worship
Our combined summer
services with the Boxboro
UCC Church will begin
on June 28 at SACC.
Worship is at 9:30am
throughout the summer.
Services will be at SACC

June 28–July 26, led by
Rev. Cindy WorthingtonBerry, who will also be
“on duty” to respond to
pastoral emergencies during this time. Services will
be at Boxboro (723 Mass

Ave) for all of August, led
by Katrina. We’ll return
to SACC for Labor Day
weekend with worship
still at 9:30am.

MA RK INGS
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

“There is

Movie Night
Join us downstairs at
SACC Friday, May 8
at 6:00pm for pizza,
popcorn and a spiritually-themed movie. If
you’d like to share in a
pizza order, please
RSVP to Katrina.
We'll also make our
own ice cream sundaes!
Ice cream and all the
fixings generously provided by Michele
A b r o f f.
( T h an k s ,
Michele!)
We will watch "Book
of Life", a magical tale
of adventure between
the world of the living

and the world of the
dead. Common Sense
Media says it is appropriate for ages 7 and
up, and that "The Book
of Life is a refreshingly
original animated film
that takes viewers to
the underworld and
back... The characters
in the Land of the Remembered are traditional Day of the Dead
figures, which are skeletons in brightly colored clothing... ultimately this is a vibrant,
colorful movie about
doing the right thing

and the importance of
family -- messages that
can be appreciated by
both kids and parents.
It's also an invitation to
explore and learn more
about Mexican culture,
from the details of the
Day of the Dead celebrations to legendary
creatures like Chupacabras."
Watch the trailer
at:
https://
m.youtube.com/watch?
v=NBw5YScs8iQ

never a
moment
when God is
not in control.
Relax! He’s
got you
covered.”
― Mandy Hale
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Spiritual Center Planning Group
We continue to meet
twice a month to further
our vision of a Spiritual
Center at SACC. You
are welcome to join us!
We meet the 2nd
Wednesday at 7pm and
the 4th Sunday at

8:45am. The meetings
this month will be
Wednesday, May 13 at
7pm and Sunday, May
24 at 8:45am. Please
contact a member of the
Planning
Group
(Michele Abroff, Patti

Babcock,
Martha
Rounds, Steve Hadden,
Sallie Brainard, Robin
Comeau, Nancy Tarquinio or Katrina) if you
have any questions or
ideas.

SACC Movers Sunday
The SACC outreach
known as The SACC
Movers has been one of
the Churches longest
running programs, now
in its 43rd year. The program has touched many
people in the congregation as well as our neighbors in the Acton,
Maynard, Concord and
surrounding area. Starting
as a volunteer effort to
help a SACC family move

into a new home it has
blossomed into a constant in our Church's
portfolio of valuable fund
raising activities as well as
a means of bringing
members of the congregation together in a communal effort.
On May 31st we will celebrate the history, purpose, and participants of
the SACC Movers. We
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hope to have on hand the
first movee, some of the
original movers, recent
and past recipients of
moves, and members of
social organizations who
have and continue to
make use of the Movers
to assist neighbors in
need. We look forward to
seeing you there and to
share in your experiences
with a move.

SACC Build Day at Habitat for Humanity
We have arranged a
SACC Build Day at the
latest Habitat for Humanity project in Ayer. Habitat is building two homes
on their Central Ave site,
with completion scheduled for this Fall.
Our SACC Build Day is

Saturday
June
6th from 8:30 – 4:00. All
tools and equipment are
provided by Habitat, and
no previous building experience is required. Volunteers must be 16 years
of age
If you are interested in
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volunteering for this
SACC Outreach Mission,
please contact Curt Logee
(clogee@blkcorp.com)
and he will provide all the
details. We are allowed a
maximum of 8 people, so
please contact Curt at
your earliest convenience.

“If you say
you can or
you can't
you are right
either way”
― Henry
Ford Lovejoy

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Everyone is invited to
these informal gatherings
to work on knitting
shawls for friends and

loved ones in need of
prayers and support. We
meet the third Monday of
the month at 10am at

Angela Aaronson’s home.
The next meeting is May
18.

Cleaning Teams for May
5/2 Bill Klauer’s Team
5/9 Tom Porcher’s Team
5/16 Angela Aaronson’s Team
5/23 Judy Hodge’s Team
5/30 Jane Epstein’s Team
MA RK INGS
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This school year has
flown by so fast. I have
really enjoyed being at
SACC.
Everyone has
been so welcoming,
friendly, and understanding. I have been able to
grow in many ways –
thanks to so many of you!

“To change
the world
takes time;
to change
yourself
takes
courage.”
― R.S.
Lowel

Although, every week has
been interesting, I must
say that one of my favorite times was Easter, especially at the sunrise service. SACC has so much

to offer all of its members. I hope you will
continue to grow by helping those in your community and around the
world, by giving and sharing of yourselves. Go out
and find new missions to
support, without losing
the ones you already
have. Continue to give
your love to anyone and
everyone!

ing a part of you with me
wherever I go. Every
time I sing I will remember the kindness of the
choir members. Every
time I run a book study I
will remember the one I
did here. Each meeting I
attend I will think about
how the meetings were
run here. You will all be
a part of me forever.
Thank you so much!!

I will miss everyone here.
Although, I will be bring-

Blessings on you all,
Karen

Come Support Karen Hodges
Dear SACC,
I want to thank each and
everyone of you for the
support and care you
have shown me through
my journey. Seminary
ended for me in 2011
with two degrees, a Masters of divinity and a
Masters of psychology
and theology. After a

great deal of discernment
I decided to pursue ordained ministry. In 2012
with the support of the
deacons I was taken into
discernment with SACC
while I completed the
discernment process with
the Central Association
of the Massachusetts
Conference of the United
Church of Christ. Now I

am eagerly and anxiously
awaiting my Ecclesiastical
Council on May 20th. I
could not have done any
of this without all of you.
Please, come and support
me on this big night.
Peace and Love,
Karen

Loafs & Fishes Golf Tournament
June 8, 2015
11:30AM-6:30PM
Loaves & Fishes is sponsoring its 2nd Annual Fund-

raiser Golf Tournament on
Monday, June 8, 2015 at
Shaker Hills Golf Club.
See Jane Logee for more

information or go to http://
www.loavesfishespantry.org/

Thursday Morning Coffee
MA RK INGS

Join Katrina and other
SACC folks every Thursday morning from 9:30am
until 11:00am-ish at the
Boston Bean House in
Maynard Center. There is
plenty of metered on-

street parking, or you can
park for free in the lot behind the stores, opposite
the movie theater. Come
on by! Drop in and share
your thoughts, ideas, concerns or just enjoy the fel-

lowship. (Remember that
you can also make an appointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially; just
call the church office to
arrange a time.)

SACC Member on a Mission - Gladys
Over the past several weeks, the “Sharing our Faith” portions of the Sunday services have
been focusing on many of the mission programs we, as a congregation support. This idea grew
out of a meeting of the SACC Missions Committee a few months ago. The purpose of this
meeting was to review the programs we have supported in the past year and decide what level
of support we will provide in the upcoming year. As we reviewed the projects and programs,
the inevitable questions of what are these programs and why do we support them came up.
SACC has supported many of these programs for years and some have a personal connection
to some of our church members. As the conversation went on, one member’s name came up
again and again, Gladys Forman. Soon the conversation shifted from our missions programs to
Gladys and all the things she has taken on in her nearly 60 years as a SACC member.
One of the mission projects Gladys has been working on for over 25 years started with a
conversation she had with my mom, Karey Brown. They got the idea when my mom was lamenting about what to do with all the travel shampoos and soaps my Dad would bring back
from his frequent business trips. At that time, Gladys was a member of the Pollyannas. They
came up with the idea of sewing small toiletry bags filled with these items and take them to
women’s shelters in the area. Mom and Gladys thought by giving these women their own toiletries to freshen up with would, in a small way, help them at a very difficult time in their lives.
They began delivering the bags to Sylvia’s Haven. Gladys gave me several pieces of information about Sylvia’s Haven and has spoken about the important work Sylvia Anthony has
done. Please go to http://www.sylviashaven.org and see how this small ministry has contributed to helping the lives of women. The most recent batch of bags was delivered just a few
weeks ago.
The toiletry bag is just one of many projects Gladys has participated in at our Church. I had an
opportunity to visit with Gladys and discuss some of the other projects she has been involved
with at SACC. Now I have known Gladys for over 40 years having attended SACC since the
age of 2. When I asked her to talk about some of the church activities she has worked on over
years she said she hasn’t done much… well here is a list of just some of the thing Gladys has
been a part of over the years: A Friend in Need, starting the church newsletter, Markings, with
Barbara Hayward, being a Deacon, the church treasurer, working in the nursery, the Pollyannas, making costumes for the Christmas pageants, Missions Committee and this list goes on.
My Mom told me a story about Gladys when she was on the Mission Committee. My mom’s
family is from Poquonock, a small village community section of Windsor, CT. In 1979 a tornado tore through the area nearly destroying the historic Poquonock Community Church, which
many of Mom’s family attended over the years, including my great-grandfather. After hearing
this story of the church and the tornado Gladys and the Mission Committee made a donation
to the restoration of the church. That act of generosity is something Mom will always remember.
There have been a number of other activities Gladys has participated in to raise funds for
SACC over the years, including; offering her summer home in Nova Scotia for vacations as an
item for the church auction, hosting a mystery dinner, organizing house tours sponsored by
local realtors, and selling her famous jams, made from Nova Scotia blueberries, at the Bizarre
Bazaar and of course the Rummage Sale.. One story that sort of sums up her tenacious devotion to SACC is how she started fundraising to have an elevator installed in the church. As she
tells it she was nagging the congregation’s board about installing an elevator for years to no
avail. Finally she decided she would just pay to have one of those chair lifts installed on the
stairs. As she began this process she was informed that the stairs were too narrow to safely
install the lift. Rather than giving up she decided she would start raising the funds to install an
elevator. This effort soon evolved in the “Room to Bloom” capital campaign where the church
building was upgraded and expanded.
Now I’m sure Gladys would be the first to tell you about all the other wonderful things so
many other members have done for SACC over the years, and she is right. That is what SACC
is all about, caring people coming up with creative ideas to help our community and our
church. I hope some of the stories Gladys shared with me will inspire you to carry on SACC’s
mission. Gladys, thank you for sharing your compassion and creativity with our SACC community. I look forward to hearing more of your wonderful stories!
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“Give up
smoking
cold turkey.
Start a diet
in the next 5
min. Accept
that job
right away.
Life can be
beautiful
without
planning!”
― Rossana
Condoleo

MA RK INGS
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SACC T-shirts

“To change

A small committee with
rotating membership has
worked for several
months to create a new
SACC T-shirt. Design
ideas started with the
previous blue shirts with
the steeple in white on
the back, and evolved
through several clever
and appealing alternatives. At some point the
committee realized that
SACC has a distinctive
and colorful logo that

will look terrific on a
shirt, and the design ideas coalesced around that.
The shirt printing company rose to the technical challenge of capturing the colors of the
window while keeping
the cost of the shirts
down. Many of you have
seen the pictures in the
vestry. We received requests for about equal
numbers of men's and
women's shirts, totaling

49. To be sure to have a
few extra for those who
missed a chance to get
one, we placed the order
for 65 shirts on Friday,
April 17.
If you'd like one and
missed the too-short
interval for ordering,
contact Steve Hadden
at 978-621-3253 or shadden@hadlorgroup.com for
one of the "extra" ones.
Steve Hadden

the world
takes time;
to change
yourself
takes
courage.”
One Shawl’s Story

― R.S.
Lowel

When Pat was diagnosed with cancer she was given a SACC prayer
shawl and our prayers. They supported and comforted her for five
long years. When her daughter, Anne, had to have chemo the shawl
went to the hospital with her and comforted her.
With that family history Anne’s daughter Jessica was anxious when
she became pregnant. The shawl was comforting and assuring her
and all went well. She had an adorable baby boy. Now the shawl is
in Cameron’s crib.
Love and peace,
Gladys
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The Selma March by Brian Wilson
We have lately been commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Selma March of March, 1965. In March of
1965 Seoung Lee and I were studying at a place called The Missionary Orientation Center in Stony Point, N.Y.,
along with 60 or 70 people preparing to go out into the world to do the work of the church. On March 7 we
were watching TV news when “breaking news” broke in to show African-American citizens of Selma, Alabama
marching in support of voting rights and they were being beaten in the streets of Selma. They were being beaten
by State troopers using clubs, whips and tear gas, hitting and beating peaceful marchers, knocking them down,
riding their horses into them. Many people were seriously injured and had to be hospitalized. It came to be
known as “Bloody Sunday.”
Dr. Martin Luther King was in Atlanta and was not in that march. But he was reached by phone and told
what had happened. Dr. King immediately sent out hundreds of telegrams to churches all across America urging
ministers and concerned Christians to come to Selma for a march from Selma to Montgomery in support of the
right of African-American citizens to vote. Our group back in New York selected 7 men to go to Selma for the
march, & I was lucky enough to be one of them. We quickly got ourselves some bed rolls and were driven to the
airport to catch a flight to Atlanta. In the Atlanta airport we were met by Rev. James Reeb, a Unitarian minister
who was helping to organize the incoming marchers on their way to Selma. Three days later James Reeb was
dead. He had been hit on the back of the head with a club by a white man who attacked Reeb from behind in
Selma. We stayed in Atlanta overnight. Next morning we were put on a bus filled with marchers heading for Selma. When we got there the bus driver dropped us off on the other side of town and we made our way to the
Brown Chapel. When we got there the church was surrounded by thousands of marchers eager to get started.
Inside, Dr. King was preaching, and he was saying that this was to be a non-violent march, and if you think you
will have to strike back if you are struck we ask you to step out of the march. Then Dr. King went out of the
church with everyone following him. Outside, lines were forming 4 abreast. My friend Dick Brown and I got in
a line beside 2 African-American high school girls. They both had white bandages on their heads. They had been
hit on the head on Bloody Sunday. I asked one of them why she was marching today and she replied “Because
we wants our freedom.”
The line of marchers walked through the town with uniformed troopers on one side of us and the white
townspeople on the other side sidewalk. Then the marchers began singing. I was impressed that most of the
songs were not songs of anger and hate but songs of love and forgiveness. “You gotta be caring for sheriff Jim
Clark, You gotta be caring for Bull Connor, You gotta be caring for Gov. Wallace,” At the foot of the Edmond
Pettus Bridge a U.S. Marshal was waiting with a copy of a Federal Judge's court order prohibiting the march. We
stopped while the Marshal read the court order. Dr. King said, “I am aware of the order”, and kept marching.
We kept marching to the end of the bridge and just beyond was a line of State Troopers blocking our way. A
Major John Cloud with a bullhorn said “You are ordered to stop. This march will not continue.” Dr. King replied, “We have a right to march to Montgomery.” And then Dr. King asked if we could pray. Major Cloud said
“You may pray, then you must return to your church.” Then Dr. King asked us all to kneel, and we all did, and
prayers were offered by several of the clerical dignitaries at the head of the line. Then, in a surprising move, Major Cloud ordered the troopers to clear the road. The highway to Montgomery was open. But we did not move
forward. At that moment Dr. King had a critical decision to make. A Federal Judge had not given him permission to make the march. Gov. Wallace had not given him permission to march. What should he do? Dr. King
decided to terminate the march and return to Brown Chapel, so we all turned around and marched back to the
church. When we got back to the church we got together with our group to decide what to do next. Since we
did not know what Dr. King was going to do next, we decided to return to New York.
But weeks later, the march did resume on March 22 and this time they made it all the way to Montgomery.
And in August, 1965, the Voting Rights Act was passed in Congress. The Selma March had culminated in the
Voting Rights Act.

Our Church’s Wider Mission - Mary’s Story
I am often asked what contributing to the Mass Conference and the United Church of Christ through Our
Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) accomplishes. There are a number of ways to look at the answer to this question. You can start by reading “Mary’s Story” below which outlines some of the possible ways that a church and
the church members can benefit from these contributions. Mary’s Story was written a couple of years ago by
Andy Gustafson, who was the Associate Conference Minister for Stewardship and Financial Development.
Then to look at this information another way view this list of what wider church mission and ministry includes at
http://www.macucc.org/whatisocwmwhatdoesitsupport
Mary’s Story
Mary comes to church with her child, Amy. She settles Amy into the Sunday school, secure in her safety because the
church has implemented safe church policies with the assistance of the Conference. In Sunday school Amy learns about
God from a UCC curriculum. The teachers attend “Learning to Teach” seminars led by Elsa Marshall, belong to a
Christian Educator’s Community of Practice and their director has gone through the Christian Educator’s Certification program. They call Elsa at the Conference office when they are looking for resources.
Mary settles into a pew and opens the Sunday bulletin. There are conference events in the bulletin insert this week. Two
carloads of people are going to the next twice annual “Super Saturday” event of the Conference, where they can choose
from over 30 workshops on every aspect of church life. There is a fundraiser for youth in the church. Some will be
attending the next UCC National Youth Event, and others a confirmation retreat which is sponsored by the Conference. Several church members are going to help with disaster recovery one of the many mission trips organized
through the United Church of Christ Wider Church Ministries. Mary has her own announcement, encouraging members
to join her by signing up for the Lenten Carbon Fast. She points them to the MACUCC.org website for more information.
Mary loves the pastor, who was called ten years earlier after a search with help from one of the Conference’s regional
Associate Conference Ministers. The pastor received financial aid from the Conference’s Bennie Whitten Seminary Debt
Reduction Fund, which allowed her to accept the salary offered by this small church. The pastor is a member and the facilitator of a Clergy Community of Practice, which helps support her ministry and the ministry of other clergy.
The congregation rises to sing a hymn out of the UCC New Century Hymnal. Worship this morning incorporates ideas
gained at a Pastoral Excellence workshop sponsored by the Conference. A lay person does the call to offering. Having
a lay person testify as the call to offering was an idea picked up from the Stewardship Committee at a Conference stewardship event led by Jonathan New.
After the service, Mary confirms her next Bible study meeting. They are currently using “Weekly Seeds,” a free weekly
Bible study from the UCC. Mary also checked out the church website. It had been updated and improved after the webmaster attended a “WebFest” event led by Tiffany Vail at the Conference. Mary’s church also has a Facebook page, set
up after attending a Super Saturday workshop on that topic.
A member of the church grumbled to Mary, “What do we get for all this money we give to the wider church, anyway?” Mary hardly knew where to begin.
And that is some of Mary’s story. You can read the entire story at http://www.macucc.org/widerchurch. It mentions
just a small sampling of all the Conference has to offer. The most important focus of the Mass Conference and the National UCC is to help local congregations be the best that they can be. Are we taking advantage of all we can?
If you have questions about what they offer, check out the website. Also, our current Associate Conference Minister
for Stewardship and Financial Development, Jonathan New would be happy to come and speak to us anytime.
Thank you SACC for your continued support of the United Church of Christ.
Jane Logee

