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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
As I look at our UCC calendar today, I am reminded
again that Easter is not just
one day, it’s a whole season! The Easter season
goes all the way until Pentecost, May 24. I often fall
into the trap of thinking
about Easter as just one big
day, one event, one
Sunday. But really, it
lasts weeks and weeks!
The celebrations, the
alleluias, the resurrections go on and on.
Easter is a process and
a journey, not a onetime event. Our liturgical calendar reminds of
this truth.
I think this is an important thing to remember, especially as we
yearn for warmth and hope
in our lives. The unfolding
of new life and miracles
can take time, and be a process, not an explosive, singular event. We trust that
soon leaves will slowly unfurl from branches, and
bulbs will poke their way
through the ground, and the
birds will sing with more
and more enthusiasm -- and
so may new life awaken

within us.
For don’t we all die and
rise many times throughout
our lives? Don’t we find
ourselves needing to shed
an old self, an old habit, an
old relationship, an old belief, and then struggle to be
re-born? If parts of us do

not die to make way for the
new, we would cease to be
alive. We would cease to
grow and change. But
when we are in that place
of dying or letting go, we
can sometimes wonder if
the new life will ever
come. We can sometimes
feel stuck. We can sometimes ask God, “Are you
there, and are you doing
anything?!” I believe that

God is always doing something. I believe that new
life will always come. I
believe that life and love
will always break forth and
triumph – even if it’s not
quite how we expect, and
not quite as fast or obvious
as we would hope. Sometimes the leaves take an
impossibly long to appear, even on the most
glorious tree. Sometimes the flowers that
pop up fast through the
snow, are not the ones
that last in their glory
into summer. That is
God’s message at Easter, is it not? To await
God’s gift of resurrection with patience and
hope. For nothing is
impossible with God!
(Even spring after 108
inches of snow is not impossible!)
-Katrina
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From the Diaconate

“I can hardly
wait for
tomorrow, it
means a new
life for me each

We are approaching the
event which is not only
the greatest of our celebrations but essentially
defines us as Christians… Easter! Christ’s
Resurrection!
Throughout the year we
are acutely reminded by
the media that fear, indifference and despair
are ever present in the
world. But this is not
God’s message. Easter
is when we are given
the opportunity to look
anew for God’s hope,
grace and love in our
lives. It is a time to reconnect with our
faith. We are given the
challenge of manifesting
His grace and offering
our hands to do His
work. When we live
with open hearts, opportunities abound to

spread God’s light in
the world.
As a deacon of our
church I would ask you
to think about how you
might be able to share
your light, talents and
skills with SACC. If
you have contemplated
becoming more involved in the life of the
church then please consider this to be your
formal invitation. Service not only strengthens your connection
with the church but it is
one of the best ways to
build relationships with
other members and
friends. There are a
wide range of possibilities, just speak to a Deacon or Board member
or to Katrina.
We
would be happy to help
you find a place to share

and every day.”
― Stanley
Kunitz

Food Collection
Please remember to
bring in canned goods
and nonperishable
foods for our next Second Sunday collection
for the Community
Supper Food Pantry -
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April 12 Bring soups,
cereals, canned fruits
and vegetables, pastas
and sauces, tuna, peanut butter, jellies and
leave them in the green
bin in the vestry.

your gifts.
And please join us for
our very moving Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday services and our
Easter Services. The
Easter Pot Luck breakfast following the Sunrise Service is always
wonderful.
You can
leave your potluck dish
at the church and join
other SACC members
on Great Hill behind
the Fire Station at 6, or
just come at 7 for the
breakfast.
And then
our tradiio
May you experience the
joy and hope of the
Easter season.
Jane Logee
Diaconate Chair

Worship in Lent
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Palm Sunday- March 29, 10:30am
The Triumphal Entry! Holy Week begins with special music and the waving of palms.
Maundy Thursday- Thursday, April 2, 7:30pm
A reflective service that remembers the Last Supper and the events leading up to the crucifixion. Communion is shared; the service ends in darkness.
Good Friday- Friday, April 3, 6:00pm
We remember the day that Jesus died with silence, reading of the Seven Last Words, and
nailing our confessions to the cross.
Easter Sunrise Service- Sunday, April 5, 6:00am
Welcome Easter morning outdoors on Great Hill, behind the South Acton fire station.
This is an informal service appropriate for all ages. Communion will be shared.

“Renewal

Easter Breakfast- Sunday, April 5, 7-8:30am

requires

Enjoy a potluck breakfast at the church! Bring something to share, and enjoy the fellowship!

opening
yourself up to

Easter Morning Worship- Sunday, April 5, 10:30am
Our traditional service for all ages. (No Sunday School on Easter; there will be nursery
care.) Katrina preaching, communion shared.
Second Sunday of Easter- April 12, 10:30am – Katrina preaching
Third Sunday of Easter- April 19, 10:30am – a fun all ages service!
Fourth Sunday of Easter- April 26, 10:30am – Karen Landry preaching

new ways of
thinking and
feeling”
― Deborah
Day

Fifth Sunday of Easter- May 3, 10:30am – Katrina preaching, baptisms, communion.

Spiritual Center Planning
We continue to meet twice
a month to further our
vision of a Spiritual Center
at SACC. You are welcome to join us! We meet
the 2nd Wednesday at
7pm and the 4th Sunday at
8:45am. The meetings this

month will be Wednesday, April 8 at 5:30pm
(note earlier time, just for
this month!) and Sunday,
April 26 at 8:45am.
Please contact a member
of the Planning Group
(Michele Abroff, Patti

Babcock, Martha Rounds,
Steve Hadden, Sallie
Brainard, Robin Comeau,
Nancy Tarquinio or Katrina) if you have any questions or ideas.
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Join the Choirs
All kids (K-8th grade)
are invited to join our
Junior Choir, led by
Amber Klauer. The
Junior Choir rehearses
every Sunday after

church, and sings an
anthem during worship
every few weeks. Our
Senior Choir rehearses
Wednesday evenings
at 7:45pm and sings

every Sunday except
the last of the month.
No experience needed
– just come and enjoy!

Outreach Meeting
We had a couple of very
well attended and
energetic meetings to
gather ideas and plans
for further outreach and
mission that we can do
together. We will meet

again on Sunday, April
19
after worship.
Everyone is invited! If
you have an idea for
service or outreach or
social justice that you'd
like us to do as a

church, bring it to the
meeting! If you have
questions or ideas,
please be in touch with
Sean Osborne or Patti
Babcock.

“What is the
scent of water?"
"Renewal. The
goodness of God
coming down like

Spring Rummage, Lunch/Bake Sale
~ May 2 ~
Stay Tuned - sign up to bake, sign up to work - donate!

dew.”
― Elizabeth
Goudge

Mark Your Calendars!
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May 2: Rummage/Bake Sale
May 20: Ecclesiastical Council for Karen Hodges
May 24: Pentecost, All-ages Worship
June 7: SACC Annual Meeting
June 12-13: Massachusetts Conference UCC Annual Meeting, Amherst
June 14: Children’s Sunday
June 21: Last “regular” service
June 27: Joint services with Boxboro begin at SACC thru July 26
August 2-30: Worship at Boxboro led by Katrina
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Celebrate Karen Hodges Journey
Many of you know that
Karen Hodges, daughter
of Art and June Taylor, is
a “student in discernment” with the UCC,
supported by our congregation. She has graduated
from Andover-Newton
Theological School, finished all her field education requirements, is gainfully employed as a Parish
Visitor at the UCC

church in Newton, and
now has been officially
approved for ordination!
The very final step on her
journey is an
“Ecclesiastical Council”
which will be hosted by
and held at SACC on
Wednesday, May 20 at
7:00pm. Because we are a
congregational denomination, final approval for all
candidates for ordination

must come from congregations! So on that night,
representatives from other UCC churches will
gather in our sanctuary to
“examine” Karen and
then vote on her fitness
for ordination. Please
come and support Karen,
and then join in the celebration afterwards!

“If you want a

Help Lead the Service!
The word “liturgy” comes
from the Latin for “the
work of the people.”
That’s right folks, worship is not just the job of
the “professionals”, it’s
the work of all of us!
Worship is not a performance, it is a communal

experience that we all
take part in. Live out
these beliefs by helping
our service come alive –
serve as the liturgist!
Helping to lead worship
is a wonderful way to participate two or three Sundays a year, leading the

new
opening prayers and reading the scripture. (And
also doing the “Sharing
our Faith” if you wish!) If
you are interested, please
contact the church secretary, Pam Hays, at info@southactoncc.org or
call 978-263-2332

tomorrow,
then make
new choices
today.”
― Tim Fargo

New SACC Fundraiser
Jane Epstein will drive
you and/or your family
to the airport - Logan,
Manchester or Providence (very early morning or late night flights

are not a problem!) A
$100 check payable to
SACC will be the payment, and you don’t even
have to tip - unless you
want to thrown in extra

$$ for SACC. Please
contact Jane at
jane.epstein@comcast.ne
t or 978.897.9334.

Cleaning Teams for April
4/4 Jane Epstein’s Team
4/11 Becky Hadden’s Team
4/18 Marilyn Dow’s Team
4/25 Pam Roger’s Team
MA RK INGS
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Angela’s Musings

“I realized, it
is not the
time that
heals, but
what we do
within that
time that
creates
positive

I
have been a member of SACC since 1971. In that time I have seen many ups and
downs both emotional and financial. We all love this church because it is small,
friendly and welcoming, a place where we all contribute to make it a wonderful place
to be. But because of its size we will always have financial difficulties.
When the budget was presented to us a few weeks ago with a $20,000 deficit it did not
upset me too much. I have seen us weather such problems before. We will have more
fund raisers and dig deeper into our pockets to do what we can for what is important
in our lives.
Maybe some of you are thinking "Why do we give 7 per cent of our pledges to missions?" "How can we afford to do this?" " How will we survive if we go on doing
this?"
My husband has teased me in the past calling SAC my social and athletic club (we did
have a softball team at one time) but a church, this church is more than that. We are
not here just to support a leaky old building but a congregation here to serve our God
and do what Jesus asked us to do, serve one another!
That is why we give to the Food Pantry. He said "Feed the hungry," why we support
NAMI, he said "take care of the sick" why we give to the Prison Outreach and more.
Many in our congregation are involved in the organizations that we give money to and
the missions committee wants to support their efforts.
In the coming weeks we will have them tell you more about what they'd do.
Curt Logee will tell us about Habitat for Humanity, Becky Hadden the Heifer Project,
Deb McNiven the Sharing Project, Judy McKendry NAMI and a few more.
I am glad I can serve on this committee and in a small way support their efforts to
God's work
Angela Aaronson

change.”
― Diane
Dettmann

Thursday Coffee
Join Katrina and other
SACC folks every Thursday morning from 9:30am
until 11:00am-ish at the
Boston Bean House in
Maynard Center. There is
plenty of metered onstreet parking, or you can
park for free in the lot behind the stores, opposite
MA RK INGS

the movie theater. Come
on by! Drop in and share
your thoughts, ideas, concerns or just enjoy the fellowship. (Remember that
you can also make an appointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially; just
call the church office to
arrange a time.)

Please note: Katrina will not be
coffee on Maundy Thursday,
April 2.
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Heifer International Farm Visit - April
SAVE THE DATE!
We are planning a
SACC trip to Rutland,
MA, Heifer International
Farm, right after church
on April 12. We can stay at
SACC for a light lunch
and then car pool to Rutland, about 45 minutes
away. (Others can go
home, eat lunch and travel on your own to meet
us there.) We will be given a tour there starting
at 1:30, ending about 4
pm. This is for all ages!

Rate: $7.50/per person
(ages 3+)
During the tour, participants will be introduced to Heifer’s mission
of working with communities to end hunger and
poverty while caring for
the earth. You will view a
video that introduces
Heifer’s work around the
world and take a guided
walking tour through
Heifer Farm’s gardens,
barnyard and Global Village. Along the way you

will see examples of sustainable agriculture practices used on the farm
and by our partners
around the world to help
meet our mission.
P.S.
SACC will provide
scholarships for anyone who
needs financial help. See
Katrina.

“If you want a
new
tomorrow,

Movie Night - May 8
Save the date for a family movie night at the church with pizza and popcorn! The movie will be appropriate for ages six and up, but will still have thought-provoking themes
that grown-ups will enjoy. Katrina will lead a brief discussion following the movie. The
film will be announced soon!

then make
new choices
today.”
― Tim Fargo
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