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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.

2015

From Katrina...
February 22 is the first Sunday
of Lent. Lent is the church
season that comes before Easter, a season of preparation,
usually used for reflection and
deepening. It lasts for forty
days, not counting the Sundays. (The Sundays don't count
because they are "little Easters." Doesn't really make
sense? I agree.) Usually
during this season, we are
invited to make some sort
of change in our lives,
some "repentance" or
turning, that might wake
us up or shake us up or
open our eyes more fully.
Sometimes we give something up for Lent, as a way
to be more mindful of our
choices, desires and habits.
If we always have a cup of
coffee in the morning, or a
glass of wine in the evening, giving these things up
leaves a space -- a space
where we can examine the
feelings that exist in that
time. Perhaps we are usually covering up those feelings.
Or, giving up those things can
simply act as a "stop sign" that
reminds us to come back to
the present moment and notice
what is going on around us
and within us.
Many of us might also choose
to -add- something for Lent,
like a daily prayer ritual or a

writing exercise or service
work. These are also wonderful ways to engage the season,
changing our routines and inviting reflection into our lives.
Whatever you choose to do or
not do for Lent, I invite you to
do something, and use this
liturgical season as a way to
connect more deeply with

experiences will no doubt reorient us, surprise us, and
shake us up a bit. Perhaps they
will surprise us particularly
because we will be so close to
home, and yet I suspect that
we will feel very far from Acton. Please be sure to join us
on the first Sunday of Lent,
February 22, when our young
people will lead worship.
They will share experiences from our trip that I
hope will also surprise you,
and open your eyes. What
a wonderful way to begin
this new church season!
Blessings to you all as you
begin your Lenten journey
this month.
-Katrina

God, and with your inner
voice.
Our young people will be literally starting off Lent in this
way. Ten of us will depart on
our mission trip on February
18, Ash Wednesday. We will
head into Boston to serve at a
soup kitchen and food pantry
and homeless shelter. These
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From the Diaconate

Being
deeply
loved by

It is the end of January
and I am just now taking
down the last of my
C h r i s t m a s d e c o r ations. The hustle and
bustle of the season is
behind us. We can now
slow down, relax and get
our lives in order. In a
few weeks we will enter
into the season of Lent
and another time to wait,
pray, meditate and journey with Jesus through
Holy Week toward the
triumphant celebration
of Easter. Will we be
ready? As in years past
there will be opportuni-

ties throughout Lent to
gather, read, discuss, and
pray together. Please
plan to join us for some
of these opportunities to
gather as a family and
grow together. In the
meantime, rest and regroup.
As always, the Deacons
are looking for ushers
and greeters for February
and March. It is a wonderful chance to greet
and meet other folks in
church. There is really
nothing difficult about it,
and it is a simple way to
c ont r ib ut e to war d s
our Sunday worship and

someone
gives you
strength,
while loving someone deeply
gives you
courage.
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Mark Your Calendars!
February 14 - SACC Move, contact Jim Willis
March 8: UCC Music Camp Choir at SACC for worship
March 29: Palm Sunday
April 2, 7:30pm: Maundy Thursday Service
April 5: Easter Sunrise, Easter Breakfast, Easter Sunday
April 19: All-ages Worship
April 26: Karen Landry’s last day
May 2: Rummage/Bake Sale
May 24: Pentecost, All-ages Worship
June 7: SACC Annual Meeting
June 14: Children’s Sunday

fellowship. Please take a
moment and sign up on
the sheet on the bulletin
board or contact the
worship deacon.
Worship Deacon
Feb. 1st & 8th
Steve Hadden
Feb 15th - Mar 22nd
Terry Martins
Blessings,
Jane Logee
Diaconate Chair

Worship in February/March
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February 1: Communion, Katrina preaching
February 8: Katrina preaching, Scout Sunday
February 15: All-ages Service, Katrina leading
February 18, 7:30pm: Ash Wednesday Service
February 22: Mission Trip youth lead
March 1: Communion, Katrina preaching
March 8: UCC Music Camp Choir

Annual Budget Meeting
All SACC members are
encouraged to stay after
church on Sunday, February 1 for our annual
congregational budget
meeting. We will hear a
report on the 2014 budget, and view, discuss and

vote on the 2015 proposed budget, and attend
to any other fiscal matters. Come help determine how to use our
money to do God’s work
in the world!

I have
decided to
stick with
love. Hate is

Ash Wednesday - February 18
Begin the season of Lent
with a traditional Ash
Wednesday service on
February 18 at 7:30pm.
Karen Landry and our
Deacons will lead read-

ings, prayers, and the Imposition of Ashes. This is
a reflective and contemplative service that is appropriate for all ages.

too great a
burden to
bear.
~Martin
Luther King,
Jr.

Spiritual Center Planning
We continue to meet twice
a month to further our
vision of a Spiritual Center
at SACC. You are welcome to join us! We meet
the 2nd Wednesday at
7pm and the 4th Sunday at

8:45am. The meetings this
month will be Wednesday,
February 11 at 7:00pm and
Sunday, February 22 at
8:45am. Please contact a
member of the Planning
Group (Michele Abroff,

Patti Babcock, Martha
Rounds, Steve Hadden,
Sallie Brainard, Robin
Comeau, Nancy Tarquinio
or Katrina) if you have any
questions or ideas.
MA RK INGS
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Youth Mission Trip

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Ten youth and adults
will be heading into
Boston during February
vacation for our annual
mission trip! Yes, we
will be "just" going into
our neighboring city!
This will be a change
for us, having been to
Kentucky and Atlanta
in past years, but we are
looking forward to seeing parts of Boston that
we'd never discover

otherwise. We are working with City Mission
Society, a historically
UCC social justice agency in Boston. They are
designing a three day
program just for us,
during which we will
cook and serve meals,
work on setting up a
food pantry in an elementary school, and
spend time with homeless folks at a day pro-

gram. Because this trip
is so nearby, we welcome last-minute participants! Please be in
touch with Katrina
ASAP if your son or
daughter (and their
friends) is interested in
joining us. And please
join us for worship on
Sunday, February 22
when our youth will
share experiences and
pictures from our trip.

Scout Sunday - February 8
Where there is
love there is life.
~Mahatma
Gandhi

Join us on Sunday,
February 8th for
Scout Sunday. This is
a day in which we celebrate Scouting and the
relationship Scouts
have with God, their
Church and practicing

Reverence. All Scouts
(Brownies, Girl Scouts,
Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts and Scout Leaders past and present)
are asked to wear their
uniforms
to
church.
Scouts will

participate In the service. We look forward
to seeing you on this
special day. Any questions, please contact
Dulcey Lacroix.

Join the Choirs
All kids (K-8th grade)
are invited to join our
Junior Choir, led by
Amber Klauer. The
Junior Choir rehearses
every Sunday after

church, and sings an
anthem during worship
every few weeks. Our
Senior Choir rehearses
Wednesday evenings at
7:45pm and sings every

Sunday except the last
of the month. No experience needed – just
come and enjoy!

To my friends at S.A.C.C.: Thank you very much for the Christmas
cookies which were delivered by my deacon, Steve Hadden. It is always
nice to be remembered - and they were delicious!
Barbara Walsh
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Stay Tuned...Wednesdays during Lent
Karen Landry, our seminarian, will be holding
some kind of service
through lent on Wednesday evenings beginning

February 25 - through
April 1, 6:30 - 8:00 PM.
More info to follow...

Boston Globe Grants
For the second year, The
Boston Globe will enable
readers to show their support for non-profits by
choosing which ones are
given free advertising
space in the Globe.

Vouchers will be mailed
to subscribers in February
(in a silver envelope), and
it is up to the subscriber
to decide which nonprofit deserves his or her
voucher the most; the

organizations with the
highest donations will be
able to spread the word
about their work through
free advertising. Send in
your voucher and vote
for SACC!

Let us
always meet
each other
with smile,

Music/Worship Team
Join Ed and Katrina in
planning worship! Come
and share your ideas and
thoughts! Everyone is
welcome. Our next meeting is February 8 after

worship. We will begin
planning special music
and themes for Lent, so
join us if you have ideas
for this season.

for the smile
is the
beginning of
love.
~Mother
Teresa

Cleaning Teams for February
1/31
2/7
2/14
2/21
2/28

Angela Aaronson’s Team
Jane Epstein’s Team
Judy Hodge’s Team
Becky Hadden’s Team
Marilyn Dow’s Team
MA RK INGS
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Help Lead the Service!
The word “liturgy”
comes from the Latin for
“the work of the people.”
That’s right folks, worship is not just the job of
the “professionals”, it’s
the work of all of us!
Worship is not a performance, it is a communal
experience that we all

take part in. Live out
these beliefs by helping
our service come alive –
serve as the liturgist!
Helping to lead worship
is a wonderful way to
participate two or three
Sundays a year, leading
the opening prayers and
reading the scripture.

(And also doing the
“Sharing our Faith” if
you wish!) If you are interested, please contact
the church secretary, Pam
Hays, at
info@southactoncc.org or
call 978-263-2332

A flower
cannot
blossom
without
sunshine,
and man
cannot live

Movie Night
Join us downstairs at SACC for another family movie night
on Friday, February 6 at 6:00pm. There will be popcorn provided – and when you RSVP, please request pizza, if you would like
it! We are currently deciding on a spiritually themed movie that's
appropriate for all ages – if you have a suggestion, please be in
touch with Katrina or Michele Abroff. You may RSVP to the
church office: Info@SouthactonCC.org.

without
love.
~Max
Muller
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Thursday Coffee
Join Katrina and other
SACC folks every Thursday morning from
9:30am until 11:00am-ish
at the Boston Bean
House in Maynard Center. There is plenty of metered on-street parking, or
you can park for free in
the lot behind the stores,
opposite the movie thea-

ter. Come on by! Drop in
and share your thoughts,
ideas, concerns or just enjoy the fe llo wsh ip.
(Remember that you can
also make an appointment
to speak with Katrina confidentially; just call the
church office to arrange a
time.) Please note – no
coffee on February 19,

during the public school
vacation and mission trip.
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Do all things
with love.
~Og
Mandino
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