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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
November is a rich
month for us here at
SACC – we have a
number of deep, important events happening. First, we will remember, honor and celebrate the loved ones
we have lost in a special
All Saints service on
Sunday, November 2.
Remember that Halloween falls as it does because of a belief that the
veil between the worlds
is thin at this time. Let
us name our loved ones
who have died, and rejoice in the very gift of
being alive! The following Sunday we will rejoice in our church! On
November 9 we’ll bring
in and bless the financial promises that we’ve
made to SACC for
2015. This service will
be a time of joy and celebration – how truly
rich we are to have such
a community! I encourage you to reflect

prayerfully on what you
feel called to contribute
to SACC for the coming year.
Later in November
we’ll celebrate Thanksgiving Sunday on the
23rd, a time to reflect
on gratitude and thankfulness. And – amazingly – Advent begins on
the last Sunday in November! What a journey this month will be
for us! Please join us as
you are able. While
family and events and
work and travel can pull
us in all different directions on the weekend,
you know how the hour
of inspiration,

chalenge, prayer and
community here at
SACC can re-center
you and strengthen you.
Give yourself the gift of
God’s presence in this
beautiful month.
We look forward to seeing you!
Blessings, Katrina
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From the Diaconate
“Delicious autumn!
My very soul is wedded
to it, and if I were a bird
I would fly about the
earth seeking the successive autumns”
George Eliot

“Be thankful
for what you
have; you'll
end up having more. If
you concen-

What fabulous colors we
have been blessed with
this Autumn! I hope you
have taken the time to
breath in the fresh air,
enjoy the colors and pick
and eat some apples. Autumn also brings
with it a flurry of activity. We are a couple of
months into the church
year. The rummage sale
has just happened and
again, it was a huge success. I hope you all took
the opportunity to be

involved by baking, donating, volunteering before the event, during the
day and/or cleanup. Maybe you came to
shop
and
enjoy
lunch.
However you
were involved, I hope
you felt the joy of being
part of a wonderful community. Now it is time
to move into Thanksgiving and very soon Advent. There will be several more opportunities
to gather as a community
for prayer, conversation,
food and fun during the
next
couple
of
months. Your deacon
will be sure you receive a
list of some of these later
in the month. And as
always, please don’t hesi-

tate to call your deacon
or me any time you
would like to chat, let us
know of a need or prayer
request, have a question
or just feel like talking to
a friend. We are here for
you. Also, if you would
be willing to serve as an
usher or greeter, we
could always use your
help. Please contact the
worship deacon and offer to serve any Sunday
you might be available. Worship Deacon
thru Nov. 16th is Bill
M a nn in g.
Nov
23rd thru Dec. 28th is
Bee Baker.
Jane Logee,
Diaconate Chair

trate on what
you don't
have, you
will never,
ever have
enough”
― Oprah
Winfrey

Congregational Board
Dear Church Family:
We just had a wonderfully
successful rummage, lunch
and bake sale. It takes a
lot of people to make this
happen. Thank you to all
of you - you know who
you are!
By the time you read this
you will have gotten a
stewardship letter from the
Congregational Board ask-
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ing you to support the
church financially. We all
are the church, so it is up
to us to keep the church
running. Please carefully
consider helping as you are
able.
Also, please consider coming to the November
9th Missions and Outreach meeting after
church. We will discuss
where our missions money

should go and also discuss
ideas for outreach for the
year. Do you have ideas
or want to get others to
help you with an outreach
project? Please come and
share your ideas, someone
sitting next to you could
be interested also!
Patti Babcock
Chair,
Congregational Board
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Youth Mission Trip
We are planning a
youth mission trip this
year, for 8-12th graders!
We are attempting to
find some consensus on
whether we go during
February or April

school vacation – we
know many families
have plans or school
obligations, but we
hope to include as
many of you (and your
friends if they would

like to join us!) as we
can.
Please be in touch with
Joan Fischer or Katrina
ASAP if your son or
daughter would like to
go on the trip!

Music/Worship Team
Join Ed and Katrina in
planning worship! We’ll
gather after church on
Sunday, November 2

to begin planning our
Advent and Christmas
services, including
hymns, anthems and

“Perhaps it
takes a purer
faith to praise
God for
unrealized
blessings than
for those we
once enjoyed or

Christmas Pagaent
Rehearsals begin on
December 7 for this
year’s Christmas Pageant, to be performed
during worship on December 21. All kids are

encouraged to participate! More details will
be emailed out to all
Sunday School families.

Frozen Movie Night!

those we enjoy
now.”
― A.W. Tozer
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Friday, November 21
at 6:00pm gather at the
church for a showing of
the fabulous movie,
Frozen! (Yes, we will be
singing along… or at
least, Katrina and Noemi will be.) Please
RSVP to the church

office
(info@southactoncc.org)

if you will be coming,
AND let us know if you
would like to share in
pizza (bring $5 to contribute). Popcorn will be
provided.

Advent Wreath lighting.
Come and share your
ideas and thoughts!
Everyone welcome.

Worship in November
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November 2: All Saints Sunday, Communion, Katrina preaching
November 9: Stewardship Sunday, Katrina preaching
November 16: Karen Landry preaching
November 23: Reign of Christ/Thanksgiving Sunday; Katrina preaching
November 30: First Sunday of Advent; All ages service, Katrina leading

Rummage Bake Sale & Lunch
Our Fall Rummage and
Bake Sale , held on October 18th was a wonderful
day. We raised almost
$4,000 ,most of the money coming from people
outside of the Church
family.
Thank you every one
who helped to make
this a successful fund
raiser and community
event. This involves
more of our church
family than any thing
else we do, but we
could always use more
help.
Thanks to all who
donated goods to the
Rummage Sale.
Thanks to all the bakers and those who
made the frozen entrees.
Thanks to all who
unpacked and priced
items.
Thanks to everyone
who worked on the

day of the sale.
And a big, big thank you
to the small crew that
cleaned up at the end of
the day.
A lot of the leftovers
went to HGRM, Boston
Share Network (clothes
shoes and suitcases for
the shelters in Boston)
and the Goodwill truck in
Concord.
We are looking for more
ways to recycle goods .If
anyone knows of other
organizations that would
take leftover items, especially toys and books
please let us know.
The other way we could
cut down on runs to the
dump is to be more careful in what you donate.
No stained or torn clothing. No outdated electronics. We do not want
to pay to get rid of it. No
video tapes, they do not

sell anymore.
Unusual is always good.
The guitar shaped mirror
edged with hundreds of
tiny shells was snapped
right up!
There are many special
moments at every rummage sale. This time it
was helping someone find
a dress for her hundred
year old friend, finding
two squishy rubber
snakes for my grandsons
and having lunch with my
husband. He does love
the chili!

“Those
blessings are
sweetest that
are won with
prayer and
worn with
thanks.”
― Thomas
Goodwin

If you were not able to be
there on the 18th there
are more frozen entrees
available to buy great to
have on hand for an
emergency meal.
Angela Aaronson
On behalf of the Rummage and Bake Sale
Committee
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All Saints Sunday
Join us for worship on
November 2 and remember and celebrate
those we love and have
lost – those saints in
our lives who we miss.

We invite you to bring a
flower with you to
church (there will be
also some available that
morning) – and we will
have a time during the

service for you to come
forward, add the flower
to the communion table, and say the name
of the loved one you
are honoring.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
“Sometimes we
focus so much on
what we don't
have that we fail
to see,
appreciate, and
use what we do
have!”

We have been knitting
shawls since June of
2004. Ten years!!
They are given to those
in need of comfort and
assurance that they are
wrapped in God's love
during illness, bereavement or celebration.
If you know of anyone
who would be comforted and uplifted by receiving a shawl please
contact Katrina or An-

gela Aaronson.
If you would like to
knit a shawl, we have
directions in the vestry.
Most shawls are made
in a pattern of knit
three, purl three invoking the trinity, father,
son and Holy Ghost - a
prayer in every stitch.
If you cannot knit or
crochet a donation for
the cost of the yarn

We will continue to
meet for fellowship and
knitting at 10:00am on
the third Monday of
the month at 111 Hosmer St the home of Angela Aaronson. All are
welcome.
Prayer Shawl Ministry

Thursday Coffee with Katrina

― Jeff Dixon

Join Katrina and other
SACC folks every
Thursday morning
from 9:30am until
11:00am-ish at the Serendipity Café in
Maynard Center. It’s
located at the “point”
where Nason and Main
streets meet. There is
plenty of metered onstreet parking, or you
can park for free in the
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would be very much
appreciated.

lot behind the stores,
opposite the movie theater. Come on by! Drop
in and share your
thoughts, ideas, concerns or just enjoy the
fellowship.
(Remember that you
can also make an appointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially;
just call the church office to arrange a time.)
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JAZZ CONCERT BENEFIT
Enjoy an evening of jazz
and blues and support the
street children of Ecuador at the same time.
All proceeds from the
concert support UBECI
(United to Benefit Ecuadorian Children, International) in Quito, Ecuador,
whose mission is to travel
to open air markets to
educate young street children and enroll them in
school. UBECI reaches
over four hundred children each year and gives
them hope for a brighter
literate future. All proceeds from the concert
go to UBECI's education-

al materials and administrative costs. (visit
www.UBECI.org for
more information).
Jeff Loeb, a longstanding Maynard volunteer for UBECI, will host
guest appearances by
singer Ali Manion and a
group of local professional jazz/blues performers,
all offering their talent at
no cost. The concert
takes place from 7:30 to
9:30 on Saturday, November 15 at the South
Acton Congregation
Church near the railroad
station in South Acton.
Tickets are $15 in ad-

vance through Brown
Paper Tickets (visit
brownpapertickets.com,
go to “find an event”) or
$18 at the door. Parking
is available adjacent to the
church. Come treat yourself to great music for a
great cause.

“We would
worry less if
we praised

Mission/Outreach Meeting
On Sunday, November
9, we will have a churchwide Missions and Outreach Meeting after the
service. Who is on the
Missions and Outreach
Committee? You - or
anyone who has done
any volunteering, given

to the food pantry, gone
on a mission trip, swung
a hammer for Habitat
for Humanity, walked
for hunger - please join
us to discuss where the
money has gone in past
years and where this
year’s money could go.

If you are passionate
about something you do
on a volunteer basis, tell
us about it! This meeting
will be very casual come with ideas, or just
come to hear what others are doing.

more.
Thanksgiving
is the enemy
of discontent
and
dissatisfaction.”

― Harry A.

Cleaning Teams for November
11/1
11/8
11/15
11/22
11/29

Ironside

Becky Hadden’s Team
Marilyn Dow’s Team
Tom Porcher’s Team
Bill Klauer’s Team
Pam Roger’s Team
MA RK INGS
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Stewardship Sunday
We have kicked off our
Stewardship Season! This
is the time every fall when
we are invited to think
about our giving to the
church – how much shall
we promise to give for
the coming year? What
are we able to give? What
is God calling us to give?
What does our beloved
SACC mean to us? Everyone should have re-

ceived a mailing from the
church that includes a
letter from our Congregational Board, a giving
chart, and a pledge card
to return to the church
office. We hope that you
will prayerfully consider
how much this community gives to you and your
family, the ways we challenge one another, and
the important witness

that we offer the world!
Please return your
pledge cards by November 9 – if possible,
by bringing them with
you to church on November 9! On that day
we’ll celebrate the giving
that keeps our beloved
church vital and alive, and
bless our promises to the
church and one another.

“Thankfulness
creates

My Church, a stewardship reflection

gratitude
which
generates
contentment
that causes
peace.”
― Todd
Stocker

My church is small, and sits down by a river. And it’s old, and often cold inside…
But it’s the warmest place I know.
My church has absolutely no parking, but we all cope with that somehow. It sits in a
neighborhood, but I’ve been thinking lately we really don’t know many of our neighbors.
I’d like to change that if I could.
There are a little over 100 folks at my church, and I know almost every one. There are
some real characters at my church; our Minister calls us “you crazy people” and she may
be right. But these characters, these crazies, I would stack up against anyone…they
have grit, and are honest, and share a compassion for each other that is hard to believe,
except I see it for myself every week. We develop deep relationships at my church, and
friendships that last a lifetime.
I thank God every day for that.
I came to my church about 15 years ago, by accident really. I was searching for something more in my life, and not really sure what that was. It’s funny, but I knew this was
the place the first time I walked thru the door. A lot of my friends say the same thing.
God’s Loving Hands at work, I suppose.
The music at my church is beyond wonderful. It touches my soul every Sunday In a way
that is hard to describe….Words like Peaceful, Joyous, Comforting come to
mind….There is a man who plays our music, who is so talented, and yet so humble….one of God’s kindest, gentlest souls, sitting right at our Piano….
The Minister at my church is a woman, and she is really great. Wicked smart, great
sense of humor, and a real good leader….She is the most caring, and most dedicated
person I know. She is quick with a tear, but is incredibly strong.
I am Blessed to call her my friend.
I feel God is proud of how we take care of each other….
Cont’d next page
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cont’d
The service at my church is pretty traditional. We sing, we give, the kids go downstairs
to school, we hear Scriptures, and the Pastor speaks. And most importantly for me, we
pray for each other, and for folks we will never know, or never meet. It’s moving, and
deeply touching to open your heart, and honestly care about another soul. For me, it’s
the most meaningful part of Sunday service, and my church does it well, because it’s
real for us…
My wife and I were married at our church, and it was pretty cool. I proposed one Sunday right in front of everyone, and she was so surprised. During the ceremony we
laughed a lot, and the music was great as our choir sang…lots of our friends came and
had a good time. A wonderful memory of my church for me and my bride, who I love
so much…
And I’ve buried friends at my church…good friends, people I loved. We celebrated
their lives, and often I cried my eyes out. But God was with me, and helped me to get
thru the grief…
God is great like that…
We do all kinds of things at my church. I’m part of a team that moves people, literally.
We have rummage and bake sales; we dance like crazy every December; we eat each
other’s food (one of my favorite things). We invite folks in for all kinds of events. It’s
neat, and it’s fun, and I hope we do it a lot more….
And we do our best to help build God’s Kingdom at our church. We are small, so it’s
not anything earth changing, but we do mission trips with our kids, and once in while
with our adults. We give what we can to good causes, and adopt a family at Christmas,
and work at Food Pantrys, and Habitat for Humanity….stuff like that can make a real
difference in people’s lives…it feels good to me what we do, and I know others feel
the same way..
My church is hurting right now. Not spiritually, but with finances. These are difficult
times for small churches, as many folks just don’t go anymore. I worry about this a lot,
but it’s a strange thing; I hear God telling me that it will be OK; that my church will be
all right.
My church may not be exactly the same in the future, but for me that is a good thing.
Things change; they evolve, and they grow. It’s going to take a lot of work, and it’s
going to take all of us working together, but we will make it; we will survive and continue to be the Light that we are…
My church knows how special what we share is, and will not have it any other way…
I love my church. It centers me; it helps balance my life, and helps shape my life. I am
a far better person because of my church.
I am the most Blessed man on earth.
Amen
Shared by Curt Logee
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“Courtesies of
a small and
trivial
character are
the ones which
strike deepest
in the grateful
and
appreciating
heart.”
― Henry Clay

SACC movers on October 4 helping Habitat for Humanity move to their new offices
in Acton
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Music, Meditation and a Meal
December 8th, Monday
Music, Meditation, & a Meal
·
6:30pm Free Meal
·
7:00pm Relaxation!
Come for one or both!!
No experience needed.
RSVP requested karen@southactoncc.org

Open and Affirming Celebration
“Gratitude is
an overflow of
the pleasure
filling your
soul.”
― Raheel
Farooq

Celebrate 30 years of ONA witness in the UCC at the Boxboro Church on November 8! This year marks the 30th anniversary of the passage of the first-ever ONA annual
meeting resolution in the UCC, which happened right here in Massachusetts! The 1984
Annual Meeting Resolution was authored by Marnie Warner, Susan Harlow, Margarita
Suarez, and the Rev. Rosi Olmstead (proposer) and sponsored by the Church of the
Covenant. It coined the term “Open and Affirming,” and led, the following year, to the
national General Synod Resolution, launching the Open and Affirming Program. Since
the listing of the first ONA churches in 1987, there have been nearly 1,200 churches
listed in all. As of the end of May, 2014, there are 139 ONA churches in the Massachusetts Conference. Come celebrate!
Featured Speakers:
The Rev. Ann. B. Day, National Coordinator of the ONA Program, 1987-2007; President of the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation
The Rev. Felix Carrion, Interim pastor of Houghs Neck Congregational
Church, Quincy; former Director of the UCC’s Still Speaking Ministry; has done extensive work with multi-cultural, multi-racial initiatives in the United Church of Christ
Participants will have their choice of attending one of ten different conversations and
presentations.
Registration:
Never Turning Back will take place from 10am-2pm on Nov. 8 at the United Church
of Christ in Boxborough. The cost is $20 per person ($10 per student) which includes
lunch. There will be an offering to support the Open and Affirming Coalition of the
UCC.
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