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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
It's nearly April! Soon, it
will really feel like spring.
I feel certain that the
snow will be melted, the
bulbs will be poking
through the ground, the
sun will feel much warmer. I feel certain that the
spring jackets will come
out, and the mittens will
be put away. I feel certain
that ice on the Harvard
pond will give way to
sparkling water, that birds
will fill my yard, that the
blessed poison ivy will
once again line the streets.
How am I so certain of
these things, you ask?
How can I make such
claims with such brash
boldness, you wonder?!
Well, obviously! Spring
comes every year! We see
it! We smell it! We have
documented it! We don't
just FEEL spring coming;
we know it for a fact!
Then, why is it that in our
own lives we can lose
faith in the coming of
spring? Why is it so easy - when we feel lost, grieving, anxious, stuck, alone -

- to believe that we will
stay this way forever? It
can be easy to feel that
movement could never
possibly come. We cannot
even remember what the
flowers look like; we no
longer trust in the budding of leaves. We can't

promised resurrection!
Even when we are
trapped in darkness, we
are promised light! Even
when we feel like it is the
end, we are promised a
new beginning! How is
this possible?! Because
nothing is impossible with
God, and when we cannot
FEEL this truth, perhaps
we can trust in our stories
and our tradition and our
faith. Come and walk
through Holy Week with
us, and then rejoice on
Easter Sunday! This is a
story that ever gets old,
because it is a truth that
we need to hear again and
again and again...Alleluia!
-Katrina

fathom that new life
might erupt out of what
feels so dead.
But that is what Easter is
about -- even when we are
smack in the middle of
Good Friday, we are
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From the Diaconate

“The resur-
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day of spring. And while
it's not yet warmer, I'm
filled with hope and anticipation for better weather
and the awakening of my
garden. There is much to
be hopeful for.
The Board has been
working on discerning
where we are and where it
is we want to go. Last
year we had decided being
that "third place" would
be fulfilling (the third
place after home and
work). The committee
that plans and supports
the Second Saturday series has accomplished that
with a successful year of
events. Our reach out-

side the church is slowly
growing through this and
I believe the committee
plans on continuing it
next year. A lot of hard
work has gone into it and
we are blessed to have
this wonderful program
and the members that run
it.
I wanted to remind everyone that if you have a
door lock code that you
need to change it by mid
April. The lock change
will take effect on April
30th, so if you haven't
done it by then, you will
be locked out. Please
plan ahead and see Pam
Hayes in the church office to change your code.

The Board has been
spending some time analyzing how our endowment has been invested
and making sure it is
meeting our needs. We
will have more to report
in the next few months.
Lastly, I wanted to thank
the Properties Committee
and the Snow Shoveling
Team for keeping the inside warm and the outside
clear throughout this long
winter. Thanks so much!
Blessings,
Patti Babcock,
Chair
Congregational Board

Worship in April
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April 6: Communion; Dan preaching
April 13: Palm Sunday; Katrina preaching;
Commissioning Mission Trip team
April 17, 7:30pm: Maundy Thursday Service
April 20, 6:00am: Easter Sunrise Service
April 20, 10:30am: Easter Service for all ages
April 27: Mission Trip team leads worship
May 4: Dan preaches (His last day with us!)
“Easter is
the
demonstrati

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday: April 13, 10:30am
Celebrate Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem on the donkey! Holy Week begins with special music
and the distribution of palm branches.
Maundy Thursday: April 17, 7:30pm
This is a solemn and reflective service that remembers the Last Supper and the events
leading up to the crucifixion. Communion is shared, and the service concludes with the
extinguishing of candles and darkness.
Easter Sunrise Service: April 20, 6:00am
Welcome Easter morning outdoors on Great Hill, the field behind the South Acton fire
station on School Street. This is an informal service appropriate for all ages. Communion
will be shared.

on of God
that life is
essentially
spiritual and
timeless.”
~Charles M.
Crowe

Easter Breakfast: April 20, 7-8:30am
After the Sunrise Service (or before the 10:30am service) enjoy a potluck breakfast at the
church. Bring something to share, and enjoy the fellowship! Our Deacons host and will
provide drinks.
Easter Morning Worship: April 20, 10:30am
Our traditional Easter service for all ages. Alleluia!
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Confirmation
This month our meetings will be on Sunday,
April 6 from 3-4:30pm
with Mentors and
Confirmands,
and
then a special meeting
on Thursday, April 17
at 6:00pm when we’ll

gather for a pizza supper and then attend the
Maundy Thursday service together. Any
questions about confirmation? Just speak with
Katrina or Joan Fischer.

Youth Mission Trip
Eight youth and adults
from SACC will serve
at the h.o.m.e.s. program in Orland, Maine
from April 22-26.

“Easter spells
Join us April 17, Palm

Sunday, when we'll
bless our mission trip
team in worship. There
will also be a bake sale
after church that day to
raise money towards
the trip. And then don't

miss April 27 when our
youth will lead the service and share photos
and stories from the
trip!

out beauty,
the rare
beauty of new
life.”
~S.D. Gordon
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Help Jamaican Children
In June, I will traveling
to Jamaica for my very
first mission trip! I will
be teaching dyslexic
children reading and
writing skills at a local
elementary school, as
well as tutoring children
at one of the island’s
many orphanages. The
children at the Salvation
Army Nest & Childcare
Facility Orphanage are
in need of just about
everything, so I am hoping to bring an extra

suitcase or two with
things for them. There
are boys 4-12 years old
and girls ages 8- 14.
They need shirts, jean
pants, shoes, socks and
underwear. They would
also love some games
and toys (used is fine). The organization I
am
volunteering
through wrote about the
children “They appreciate anything. What they
love most is to know
that there are people in

this world that care for
them
and
love
them.” So, if anyone
has items they would
like to donate I would
greatly appreciate it. I
intend to tell them all
about our wonderful
(and crazy) church, and
promise to bring back
tons of pictures of their
smiling faces!
Questions? Gina Ghioldi
781-910-1487
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Mark Your Calendars
Dan’s Last Day: May 4
Second Saturday Mother’s Day Story Slam: May 10
Confirmation Sunday: May 18
All-ages Worship: May 25
Evening Devotions: May 28
SACC Annual Meeting: June 8
Massachusetts Conference UCC Annual Meeting: June 13-14
Children’s Sunday: June 15
Begin Joint Summer Services at Boxboro: June 22

Help Us Enrich Our Facebook Page!
Help Us Enrich Our Facebook Page! Did you
ever wish coffee after
church could last longer?
We are inviting everyone
to visit the church Facebook page at
https://

www.facebook.com/
sacc.church
and post whatever you
feel comfortable with
about yourself, your family, why you joined SACC,
photos, poems, Liturgists
talks, etc. Our goal is to

help members as well as
newcomers get to know
each other even better.
Think of it as 24/7 coffee
- with no clean up!......If
you are new to Facebook
and not sure how to post,
ask any young person!

to new
creation
Awake,
and death
gainsay,

Bible Study
Many Christians believe
that the death and resurrection of Jesus are the
central points of our
faith, that without these
events, there would be no
Christianity at all. Do you

“Once more

For death is
agree? Why do you think
Jesus died? Do you think
Jesus HAD to die? What
does Good Friday mean
to you? We will look at
the bible stories of Jesus’
death and discuss differ-

ing perspectives and
questions around this
powerful (and confusing!)
story. Join us Wednesday, April 9 at 7:00pm
in the church library.

swallowed
up of life,
And Christ is
risen today!”

Cleaning Teams for April
4/5
4/12
4/19
4/26
5/3

Tom Porcher’s Team
Judy Hodge’s Team
Becky Hadden’s Team
Angela Aaronson’s Team
Pam Rogers’ Team

~George
Newell
Lovejoy
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Wednesday Evening Devotions
Join us for these lovely,
simple, quiet, gatherings
that can add a time to
pause and reflect in the
middle of your busy
week. From now until
June we will gather every
last Wednesday of the

month at 6:30pm for a
brief time of prayer,
scripture and communion, followed by fellowship and snacks! We will
gather in the library for a
more intimate space for
sharing and prayer. Stop

by on your way home
from work, or before
supper. The next Evening
Devotion will be
Wednesday, April 30.

SACC Vacation Getaways
“But from
this earth,
this grave,
this dust,
My God
shall raise
me up, I
trust.”
~Walter
Raleigh

This year we are again offering two wonderful vacation opportunities for you to bid on as donated by generous members of SACC.
A weekend retreat in a furnished home in the Mountains of New Hampshire
– you pick the dates (Minimum Bid $250). Open only to those who attend
SACC. See Karen Voellman for details.
A week away at a beach cottage on Buzzard’s Bay – off the beaten track for
Cape Cod – the week of 27 July to 3 Aug (Minimum Bid $500). Open to all
bidders. See Christie White for details.
The appeal of these fundraisers is that you pay what you would pay anyways for
your vacation (perhaps even less) with the money you spend going to benefit
SACC! What could be better that that!
Posters and bid sheets will be posted in the vestry in March. Deadline for bidding
will vary for each item but go until at least May 4.
If YOU have a vacation property that you are willing to put up for bid – for a week
or weekend, and with whatever terms or restrictions, please let Gary Lacroix over
the next few weeks. See Gary with any other questions.

Thursday Morning Coffee
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Join Katrina and other
SACC folks every Thursday morning, from 9:1510:30am at the Spruce
Street Café in West Acton
center. Come on by! Drop
in and share your
thoughts, ideas, concerns
or just enjoy the fellowship. Remember that you

can also make an appointment to speak with Katrina confidentially; just call
the church office to arrange a time. Please note:
there will be no coffee on
April 24 during school vacation; Katrina will be
away on the mission trip.

Call For Volunteers
I wrote an article a few
years ago about the work
I do volunteering in the
Concord prisons with
AVP (Alternatives to Violence Project).
Now,
when I pass the prisons at
the route 2 circle, I say a
prayer and send wishes of
love to my brothers who
live there – it evokes a
wonderful, loving community in my heart.
There are many very
good men spending their
lives in those walls, and I
have to say that I feel
privileged to know them.
The world is full of amazing people from all walks
of life, and our local prison houses many of them.
I have been a volunteer
there for the past 4 years
or so. Prisons are full of
people who think that
nobody cares about them.
There is always care and
concern for children, for
the elderly, for the disabled or the homeless, but
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society puts prisoners –
criminals – at the bottom
of the heap. They have
hurt others, committed
crimes, done the most
anti-social things - but
they are still people who
need to be loved.

be interested. I feel that
working in there is powerful work of God.
Bringing love into a place
where there is so little
love, is truly the most rewarding work I have ever
done.

I always tell the guys that
“We are not what we do,
we are what is in our
heart.” They have made
mistakes, but that doesn’t
make them any less loved
by God. Their hearts are
good and needing to be
loved, just like the rest of
us. Many (or I’d say
most) of these guys are
victims of a violent childhood, where they learned
only violence as a response to conflict. We
are in there showing them
another way, and they
appreciate it.

If you or someone you
know would consider getting involved with this
work, please get in touch.
You will be safe, treated
always with absolute respect and the difference
you will make in the lives
of others will be palpable.
There is an orientation
and training and the
scheduling is flexible just checking it out
doesn’t commit you. You
can get your toes wet and
see how it feels –

AVP is in need of more
volunteers, so I am putting it out to you to see if
anyone out there might

Thank you!

Contact me, Linsey at 978
-266-0055 or Nancy Shippen at 978-621-9213 for
questions, or visit
www.avpma.org.
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“For I
remember it
is Easter
morn,
And life and
love and
peace are all
new born.
~Alice
Freeman
Palmer
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Second Saturdays on School Street

“Let the
resurrectio
n joy lift
us from
loneliness
and
weakness
and
despair to
strength
and beauty
and
happiness.
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A Musical Journey with the Prodigal Son
On Wednesday, April 2,
at 7:00 in the sanctuary of
Acton Congregational
Church, organist Liz Carley
will present a lecture-recital
on “The Prodigal Son.”
Using music of the great
organ composers, Liz will
show how these compos-

ers wrote certain pieces to
demonstrate the themes of
this story: pride, jealousy,
resentment, repentance,
and God’s ever-faithful
love. In addition to hymns
(and with a little help from
her friends), Liz will use a
rollicking Irish drinking

song, a Hank Williams
song, a song from a 21stcentury Christian composer, and an aria by Sir Arthur Sullivan (of Gilbert
and Sullivan fame). The
program is intended to enrich the season of Lent.

