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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

The month of February brings 
us some wonderful opportuni-
ties to celebrate. On February 
2 we can await news of the 
ground hog’s shadow on 
Ground Hog Day. February 2 
is also Candlemas, a feast day 
that celebrates the presentation 
of Jesus at the Temple. And of 
course, we all know that Feb-
ruary 14 is Valentine's Day! 
Last week I stopped into CVS, 
and as I hurried down the 
aisles to grab a couple things, I 
was assaulted by shelves full of 
shiny red stuff: heart-shaped 
boxes of chocolates, chocolate 
roses, red candies, stuffed ani-
mals with sappy messages, 
plastic red flowers, Cupid-
shaped cards, doilies, and on 
and on and on. It was just CVS, 
but still! There was so much 
shiny red stuff! I began to 
wonder about the origins of 
Valentine's Day, and realized 
that I really didn’t know where 
the day came from. So I 
looked it up, and here is what I 
found:  
First, I was surprised to read 
that there was more than one 
Saint Valentine, and it's not 
clear to whom the holiday re-
fers. Nor is it clear for what 
these Saint Valentines are re-
membered! One story says that 
Valentine was a Roman priest 
who was arrested and impris-
oned for marrying Christian 

couples and aiding Christians 
being persecuted by Emperor 
Claudius. Claudius took a lik-
ing to this prisoner – until Val-
entine tried to convert the Em-
peror – whereupon the priest 
was executed, sometime 
around the year 270.  
Another popular story de-
scribes Saint Valentine as the 

Bishop of Terni, Italy. Valen-
tine was imprisoned for his 
faith and then put to the test: if 
he could restore the sight of 
Judge Asterius’s blind daugh-
ter, Asterius would do any-
thing he asked. Valentine laid 
his hands on the girl’s eyes and 
her vision was restored. The 
judge was baptized and freed 

all Christian prisoners under 
his authority. Later, Valentine 
was arrested again for his 
Christian faith, and was sent to 
Emperor Claudius himself. 
Once again the story goes that 
Claudius took a liking to this 
prisoner – until Valentine tried 
to convert the Emperor to 
Christianity – and then Claudi-
us commanded that Valentine 
renounce his faith or be be-
headed! Valentine refused and 
so was executed on February 
14, 269.  
Wow! So perhaps Valentine's 
Day is about more than ro-
mantic love, candy hearts and 
boxes of chocolates! Perhaps it 
also remembers a man (real or 
mythological) who had great 
faith and compassion and con-
viction. Perhaps on February 
14 we can remember our loved 
ones and a man who coura-
geously followed Jesus, and 
chose the ways of love and 
healing. And no matter what, 
may we all remember that 
whether we are straight or gay, 
single or married, widowed or 
divorced, joyful or hurting, 
that God loves us ALWAYS, 
no matter what!  
 
Happy Valentine's Day! 
 
-Katrina 
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It is the end of January 
and I am just now taking 
down the last of my 
C h r i s t m a s 
decorations.  The hustle 
and bustle of the season 
is behind us.  We can 
now slow down, relax 
and get our lives in 
order.  But then in a little 
over a month, we will 
enter into the season of 
Lent and another time to 
wait, pray, meditate and 
journey with Jesus 
through Holy Week 
toward the triumphant 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f 
Easter.  Will we be 
ready?  As in years past 

t h e r e  w i l l  b e 
opportunities throughout 
Lent to gather, read, 
discuss, and pray 
together.  Please plan to 
join us for some of these 
opportunities to gather 
as a family and grow 
together.  In the 
meantime, rest and 
regroup.  But, there will 
be opportunities to get 
together in February 
too.  These are 
highlighted in other areas 
of Markings.   And as 
always, the Deacons are 
looking for ushers and 
greeters for February and 
March.  It is a wonderful 

chance to greet and meet 
o t h e r  f o l k s  i n 
church.  There is really 
nothing difficult about it, 
and it is a simple way to 
contribute towards our 
Sunday worship and 
fellowship.  Please take a 
moment and sign up on 
the sheet on the bulletin 
board or contact the 
worship  deacon. 
Worship Deacon Feb. 
2nd – Sarah Bradbury, 
Feb 9th thru March 16th 
– Linsey Hurley  
Blessings, 
Jane Logee 
Diaconate Chair 
  

Being 

deeply 

loved by 

someone 

gives you 

strength, 

while lov-

ing some-

one deeply 

gives you 

courage. 

Congregational Board News 
     What a beautiful 
snowy day it  is 
today!  We’ve had so 
much snow this year and 
I wanted to send out a 
big thank you to all the 
snow shoveling crews 
that have helped keep 
the church clear and 
safe.  They’ve been extra 
b u s y  t h i s  y e a r . 
     There have been a 
few changes on the 
Board this month.  Steve 
Banatoski resigned his 
position as an at-large 
member and Jim Willis 
has joined as an at-large 
member.  We are still in 
the process of filling one 
more at-large seat on the 
Board. 
     Keeping the church 
safe and secure is always 
important so everyone 

with an entry code for 
doors to the church will 
have to change their 
password.  You have 
until April 26th to give 
Pam Hayes your new 
password - you can do 
this in person or by 
email  
(info@southactoncc.org)
The new passwords will 
be in effect from April 
30th onward. 
      We are facing a 
significant deficit this 
year.  Please stay tuned 
for another stewardship 
letter that will be sent 
out around tax refund 
time.  Please consider 
helping out the church if 
you find you will have 
anything to spare. 
 
Curt Logee has some 

great ideas about leading 
a “fiscal summit” - 
g e t t i n g  m emb e r s 
t o g e t h e r  a n d 
brainstorming about 
how to deal with the 
deficit.  You’ll hear more 
about this from Curt in 
the coming months. 
     In the next few 
months the Board will 
focus on learning how 
our endowment is 
invested and how it 
works for us. 
     The Board always 
w e l c o m e s  y o u r 
c o m m e n t s  a n d 
concerns.  Please contact 
us at 
 Board@southactoncc.org. 
 
P a t t i  B a b c o c k , 
Board Chair 
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I have 

decided to 

stick with 

love. Hate is 

too great a 

burden to 

bear. 

~Martin 

Luther King, 

Jr.  
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Worship in February/March 
February 2: Scout Sunday; Communion;  
Tim Bradbury and all scouts leading! 

February 9: Katrina preaching 

February 16: All-ages Worship; Dan leading 

February 23: Katrina preaching 

February 26 at 6:30pm: Evening Devotions 

March 2: Communion; Katrina preaching 

March 5 at 7:30pm: Ash Wednesday (Lent begins)  

Wednesday Evening Devotions 
Join us for these lovely, 
simple, quiet, gatherings 
that can add a time to 
pause and reflect in the 
middle of your busy week. 
From now until June we 
will gather every last 

Wednesday of the month 
at 6:30pm for a brief time 
of prayer, scripture and 
communion, followed by 
fellowship and snacks! We 
will gather in the library 
for a more intimate space 

for sharing and prayer. 
Stop by on your way home 
from work, or before 
supper. The next Evening 
D evo t io n  w i l l  b e 
Wednesday, February 
26. 

Calling All Scouts, Past and Present 
Calling all cub scouts, girl 
scouts, boy scouts and all 
Scouts past and present 
to help SACC celebrate 
Scout Sunday on 
February 2nd here at the 
church.   We are asking 
that all scouts wear their 
uniform and all regalia 

associated with your rank.  
We will be looking for all 
types of assistance from 
scouts throughout the 
service.  If you are 
interested in participating 
you can contact Tim 
B r a d b u r y 
tpbradbury@verizon.net.  

There are a number of 
families actively involved 
in scouting here in our 
SACC community and 
this is a great way to 
recognize them for their 
commitment to service.  

Food Pantry Donations 
It has been some time 
since we had a collection 
for the Acton Food Pantry 
so we hope you will all 
bring a donation  to 
church on February 9th. 
They can always use 

canned tuna, rice, pas-
ta ,cereal, beans and other 
canned goods. 
 
This is a good way to 
show our love for our less 
fortunate neighbors as val-

entine's day approaches. 
 
Missions Committee. 



 

 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Where there is 

love there is life. 

~Mahatma 

Gandhi  
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Confirmation 
Confirmands will begin 
the month of February 
on retreat at the 
Grotonwood Center 
with other kids from all 
over Massachusetts. 
We’ll also meet with all 
young people and their 

mentors on Sunday, 
February 9 from 3-
4 : 3 0 0 p m .  A n y 
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t 
confirmation? Just 
speak with Katrina or 
Joan Fischer. 

The first meeting for all 
mission trip participants 
was January 26 after 
church. If you are 
interested in the trip but 
haven’t yet signed up, 
please contact Katrina 

as soon as possible! 
(We’ll be working in 
Orland Maine from 
April 22-26.) 

Youth Mission Trip 

Blessing of the Animals 
Mark your calendars for 
another Blessing of the 
Animals service! On 
Sunday, March 16 at 
4:00pm we will again 
welcome our furry and 
feathered friends into 
our sanctuary, and will 

lift up our relationships 
with God’s creatures. 
All animals may come 
forward for a blessing. 
This service is especial-
ly appropriate for kids! 



 

Cleaning Teams for February 
 
2/1    Tom Porcher’s Team 
2/8        Angela Aaronson’s Team 
2/15      Judy Hodge’s Team 
2/22      Becky Hadden’s Team 
3/1        Angela Aaronson’s Team 

M A R K I N G S  
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Let us 

always meet 

each other 

with smile, 

for the smile 

is the 

beginning of 

love. 

~Mother 

Teresa  

 

 

Music/Worship Team 
Come plan worship with 
us! Ed and Katrina and 
other interested folks will 
gather each month to 
plan our upcoming 

se r v i c e s ,  in c l ud in g 
themes, anthems, special 
music, creative services or 
anything else we want to 
try! You are welcome to 

drop in and share your 
thoughts and ideas. Our 
next meeting will be 
Sunday, March 2 after 
worship. 

Finances and New Ideas 
As we all learned during 
Treasurer Gary Lacroix’s 
presentation earlier this 
month, SACC is facing a 
significant budget deficit 
this year.  Our total num-
ber of pledge units is de-
clining, leading to de-
creased income for our 
church.  At the same 
time, expenses continue 
to rise, leading to a situa-
tion that must be ad-
dressed.  I would like to 
invite all church members 

to a meeting to discuss 
our finances, and ex-
change ideas on how to 
address this situation. I 
will have historical data 
available on our past in-
come and expense levels, 
and also total pledge units 
over the past several 
years. 
  
If you are interested in 
joining me, please contact 
me by e-mai l  at 
clogee@blkcorp.com, or 

by phone 978-772-
2650.  I am scheduling 
the meeting for Sunday 
Feb 2nd, at 8:30 AM, 
and it is my hope we will 
share ideas on activities 
or programs that we feel 
will attract more folks to 
our church.  We will then 
present our ideas to 
the  Congregational 
Board for their review 
and approval. 
  
Curt Logee 

Budget Report 
If you weren't able to at-
tend our Annual Budget 
meeting in January, be 
sure to look for a special 
email that will include the 
handouts from that meet-
ing. Our Treasurer, Gary 

Lacroix, eloquently ex-
plains our financial pic-
ture at the close of 2013, 
and looks ahead to what 
we face in 2014. Be sure 
to read his report and 
check out the numbers in 

the spreadsheet, too! Any 
questions? Feel free to 
speak with Gary or any 
member of the Congrega-
tional Board. 



 

Thursdays Coffee 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC fo lks  eve r y 
Thursday morning, from 
9:15-10:30am at the 
Spruce Street Café in West 
Acton center. Come on 
by! Drop in and share your 
thoughts, ideas, concerns 
or just  en joy  the 
fellowship. Remember that 

you can also make an 
appointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time. Thursday, 
February 20 (during 
school vacation week) will 
be “bring your kid to 
coffee” day! 

 

 

A flower 

cannot 

blossom 

without 

sunshine, 

and man 

cannot live 

without 

love. 

~Max 

Muller  
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Join us on Wednesday, 
March 19 from 7-8:30pm 
to discuss Barbara Bradley 
Hagerty’s Fingerprints 
of God: What Science is 
Learning about the 
Brain and Spiritual 
Exper ience .  We’ l l 
explore the wonderful 
ways that she connects 
science and research with 
faith and spirituality. Read 
as much as you can, but 
feel free to come and 
share in the discussion no 
matter what! Hagerty 
describes her book like 
this: 
 
“It took me more than a 
decade to muster the 
c ou r a g e  t o  w r i t e 
Fingerprints of God. The 
seed was planted on June 
10, 1995, when I was 
reporting a story for the 
Los Angeles Times 
Sunday Magazine about 
evangelical churches. 
Kathy Younge and I were 
sitting on a bench outside 
Saddleback Church. She 
told me that her 
melanoma had returned 
after a remission, and she 
believed that the disease 
was not meant to kill her, 

but to give her a 
t r a n s c e n d e n t 
purpose. As we 
talked, the night 
darkened to indigo. The 
streetlamp next to our 
bench cast a perfect circle 
around us, creating the 
eerie sense that we were 
actors on a stage. The 
temperature had dropped 
into the 50's. I was 
shivering but pinned to 
the spot, riveted by Kathy 
and her serene faith. 
  
 My body responded 
before my brain, alerting 
me to some unseen 
change. My skin began to 
tingle and my heart started 
beating a little faster. 
Imperceptibly at first, the 
air around us thickened; it 
grew warmer and heavier, 
as if someone had moved 
into the circle and was 
breathing on us. I glanced 
at Kathy. She had fallen 
s i lent mid-sentence. 
Neither of us spoke. 
Gradually, and ever so 
gently, I felt engulfed by a 
presence I could feel but 
could not touch. After a 
minute, although it 
seemed longer, the 

presence melted 
away. We sat 
quietly, while I 
waited for the earth 

to steady itself. I was too 
spooked to continue with 
the interview, and a few 
minutes later I was driving 
back to my hotel room.  
But I could not shake the 
questions. Was that 
experience a delusion, or 
was it real? Is there a 
spiritual reality that exists 
beyond our everyday 
physical world? Is there 
evidence of God? Not just 
people’s beliefs, but hard, 
scientific evidence? And 
most basic of all: Is there 
more than this? For a 
decade, I looked for 
books that would answer 
these questions. Finding 
none, I decided to 
investigate the only way I 
knew how – as a 
journalist. 
 
What I found—well, 
you’ll have to see. But I 
can say this: By the end of 
my research, I had 
redefined God and my 
view of reality. And 
perhaps at the end of the 
book, you will too.” 

SACC Book Group 
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Do all things 

with love. 

~Og 

Mandino  

 

All members that require 
an entry lock code to get 
into the building will be 
required to pick a new 
code.  The new codes will 
go into effect on April 
30th (old codes will not 
wo r k  a f t e r  Ap r i l 
30th).  You may choose 
your new code by letting 
our church secretary Pam 
Hayes know by April 

26th.  You may visit Pam 
Hayes during office hours 
o r  e m a i l  h e r  
at info@SouthActonCC.
org or call the office at 
978-263-2332  
 
While this may be an in-
convenience, changing 
codes periodically will 
keep the church and all of 
us safer! 

 

Time for a Change - lock codes 

Fossil Fuel Divestment and the UCC 
In December of 2012, the 
Massachusetts Confer-
ence UCC Board of Di-
rectors (our denomina-
tion) wrote a resolution 
urging divestment from 
fossil fuel stocks.  It 
passed at the Mass Con-
ference UCC Annual 
meeting in Sturbridge in 
June 2013 and was 
brought to the biennial 
General Synod meeting in 
July 2013 held in Long 
Beach, California.  Click 
here to read the full text 
of the Resolution passed 
at General Synod.  Click 
here to read UCC.org 
coverage of the vote.  
Science:  Up until about 
200 years ago our atmos-
phere contained about 
275 parts per million of 
carbon-dioxide.  Today, 
because of the discovery 
of oil, the industrial age 
and increased energy de-
mands, the carbon in our 
atmosphere has risen to 

its current level of 295.10 
parts per million.  Leading 
climatologists issued a 
series of studies showing 
that the planet faces both 
human and natural disas-
ter if atmospheric con-
centrations of CO2 re-
main above 350 parts per 
million (see 350.org/
about/science).  Many 
scientists believe it is criti-
cally important to leave as 
much of the earth’s car-
bon reserves as possible 
i n  t h e  g r o u n d .   
Religion:  If we are stew-
ards of creation, and we 
feel that the fossil fuel 
industry is wrecking the 
planet, do we have an eth-
ical obligation to refer to 
our values when making 
investments?  There is a 
long history of divest-
ment being used as a tool 
to bring about “moral” 
change.  Some examples 
are the anti-apartheid 
movement, and the boy-

cott of the tobacco indus-

try.  
Our Church:  Many con-
gregations have begun the 
discussion about divest-
ment.  Like any contro-
versial issue, learning 
about the issue, discussing 
and airing various view-
points, praying to discern 
where God is calling – 
these are all essential to 
the process.  We all may 
end up disagreeing and 
along the way, some may 
even  change  the ir 
mind.  Some time in Feb-
ruary or March we will 
have a speaker in to help 
us discuss this here at 
SACC.  All that are inter-
ested can gather to learn 
and discuss this issue and 
what it can mean for us as 
a congregation.  This is 
just a learning journey, 
not a decision making 
process. Let’s join to-
gether to learn and pray 
about this issue. 



 

 

  

Faith 

makes all 

things 

possible... 

love 

makes all 

things 

easy. 

~Dwight L. 

Moody  
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Second Saturdays on School Street 

Thank you from The Lilleys: 
Dear wonderful SACC family,  I apologize for taking so long to write this but it does 
not in any way diminish the deep gratitude that my mother and family have for the 
beautiful prayer shawl that you blessed for us. We were fortunate to be able to cover my 
dad and pray over him as he took his final breaths. I am certain that it brought him 
great peace and I know that he felt the love, prayers, and support of every one at 
SACC. The shawls are lovely, warm and just perfect to hold close while remembering a 
very loved and remarkable father. Thank you all so much. With much love, Jean 


