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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

December 21 brought us 
the winter solstice. Unbe-
lievably, the days are now 
becoming longer. Night 
will come a few minutes 
later each day. The sun will 
slowly, slowly rise higher in 
the sky. There will be more 
and more light 
in our days. It 
can be hard to 
believe that this 
is true when we 
know there are 
still months of 
cold and snow 
and winter 
ahead of us. 
But it is true! 
The earth has 
turned, and 
now we are 
heading into 
t h e  l i g h t ! 
Christmas has 
come, and we 
have affirmed 
God’s promis-
es of peace and joy. On 
January 5 we’ll sing of the 
shining star that led the 
wise men, and will cele-
brate all the ways that God 
guides us forward. Arise, 
people of God, there is so 

much ahead! So much light 
and celebration and won-
der! Even if you find your-
self in the midst of loss or 
pain or confusion, look for 
the signs of the light – they 
are all around us. Emman-
uel, God-with-us, shines 

with never-ending hope. If 
you found yourself with 
tears on Christmas Eve, 
you know this to be true. 
This is what our faith pro-
claims: that even when it 
seems so dark, the light 

shines. We proclaim that 
even when God feels ab-
sent, God is right there 
with us. We proclaim that 
even when we feel lost and 
alone, God never aban-
dons us. We can choose to 
notice the light, the flickers 

of hope, the 
small acts of 
kindness and 
care, the beauty 
i n  s i m p l e 
things. As we 
enter this new 
season and new 
year together, 
may our little 
church be a 
beacon of this 
light and joy in 
a world that 
can be so heavy 
with news of 
violence and 
despair. Yes, 
there are strug-
gles all around 

us, but as followers of Je-
sus we are called to shine 
with his light and love to 
all around us. Let it be so! 
 
-Katrina  
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The shortest day of the 
year has come and 
gone.  Now, “little hands of 
light begin to push back the 
edges of darkness minute 
by minute,” and days begin 
to lengthen!  Christmas is 
over. The parties, the visit-
ing, the frantic last-minute 
shopping, the opening of 
gifts – hopefully even the 
residual trash has been 
gathered and disposed 

of.  Whew!  Almost a 
whole year before we have 
to start again.  But wait!  As 
Christians, we have just 
marked the birth of our 
faith, and the Good News 
is that Christmas has a 
deeper, ongoing signifi-
cance for us to embrace 
every moment, every day, 
all through the year.  As we 
move into a new year, let 
us reflect and resolve to 

hold onto the true meaning 
of Christmas.   I pray that 
you feel Christ’s love and 
peace throughout the New 
Year and that you pass this 
on in all you meet.  
 
I wish you all a Happy, 
Healthy and Blessed 2014! 
Jane Logee 
 
 

 

Write it on 

your heart 

that every 

day is the 

best day in 

the year. 

Ralph Waldo 

Emerson  

 

 

 

  

Congregational Board News 
The Board has been 
busy this month, espe-
cially Gary Lacriox who 
has been preparing for 
the Annual Budget 
Meeting on Sunday, 
January 5, immediately 
following the service.  
Please join us for this 
important meeting.  It’s 
a great way to get to 
know your church and 
how it works. 

Also being discussed at 
the Annual Budget 
Meeting will be a by-law 
change.  We will be add-
ing a section to the by-
laws regarding indemni-
fication of officers.  This 
is recommended for all 
churches by the confer-
ence, especially if the 
church is not incorpo-
rated.  The wording of 
the by-law change will be 

on the back of the war-
rant which will be in-
cluded in the bulletin on 
December 29. 
 
I wish everyone the best 
of this wondrous season! 
 
Patti Babcock 
Congregational Board Chair 
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Let our New 

Year's 

resolution be 

this: we will 

be there for 

one another as 

fellow 

members of 

humanity, in 

the finest 

sense of the 

word 

Goran Persson 

 

Worship in January 
December 29: All-ages Hymn Sing Worship 

January 5: Epiphany Celebration; Katrina preaching; Communion 

January 12: Dan Hollis preaching 

January 19: All-ages Worship; Katrina leading 

January 26: Confirmand and Mentor Introductions; Katrina preaching 

February 2: Scout Sunday; Communion 

Wednesday Evening Devotions 
Join us for these lovely, 
simple, quiet, gatherings 
that can add a time to 
pause and reflect in the 
middle of your busy week. 
From now until June we 
will gather every last 

Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30pm for a 
brief time of prayer, scrip-
ture and communion, fol-
lowed by fellowship and 
snacks! We will gather in 
the library for a more inti-

mate space for sharing and 
prayer. Stop by on your 
way home from work, or 
before supper. The next 
Evening Devotion will be 
Wednesday, January 29. 

Calling All Scouts, Past and Present 
Calling all cub scouts, girl 
scouts, boy scouts and all 
Scouts past and present 
to help SACC celebrate 
Scout Sunday on Febru-
ary 2nd here at the 
church.   We are asking 
that all scouts wear their 

uniform and all regalia 
associated with your rank.  
We will be looking for all 
types of assistance from 
scouts throughout the 
service.  If you are inter-
ested in participating you 
can contact Tim Bradbury 

tpbradbury@verizon.net.  
There are a number of 
families actively involved 
in scouting here in our 
SACC community and 
this is a great way to rec-
ognize them for their 
commitment to service.  



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Your success and 

happiness lies in 

you. Resolve to 

keep happy, and 

your joy and you 

shall form an 

invincible host 

against 

difficulties. 

Helen Keller  
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Confirmation 
Our confirmands and 
mentors will meet at 
the church on Sunday, 
January 12 from 3-
4:30pm to continue 
building community 
and exploring our 
church and our faith. 
Then, be sure to join 
them all at church on 

Sunday, January 26 
when all of our con-
firmands will introduce 
themselves to the con-
gregation! Don’t miss 
this chance to learn 
about our amazing, tal-
ented and thoughtful 
young people! Con-
firmands will then join 

in a UCC Confirmation 
Retreat at Grotonwood 
from Friday, January 31 
to Saturday, February 1. 
Any questions about 
confirmation? Just 
speak with Katrina or 
Joan Fischer. 

This year we will be 
heading back to the 
h.o.m.e. (Homeworkers 
Organized for More 
Employment) in Or-
land, ME. This amazing 
program offers shelter, 
food, education and 

training in many differ-
ent ways. We’ll be head-
ing there during April 
school vacation. All 
youth should have re-
ceived a mailing in De-
cember – if you did not 
receive it and are inter-

ested in the trip, please 
call the church office 
and we will get the in-
formation out to you. 
Our first meeting will be 
on Sunday, January 26 
after church. (Note the 
new day!) 

Youth Mission Trip 

“Life of Pi” Discussion 
Join the SACC Book 
Group for a book 
AND movie discus-
sion! We’ll gather on 
Wednesday, January 
15 to explore the spir-
itual themes in the 
wonderful book and 
movie, Life of Pi. 
Come to the church at 

5:00pm to watch the 
movie (we’ll order piz-
za!) or at 7:00pm for 
the discussion. Also 
feel free to read the 
book, watch the movie 
on your own, or just 
show up and join in!  



Cleaning Teams for January 
 
1/4    Angela Aaronson’s Team 
1/11    Pam Roger’s Team 
1/18    Bill Klauer’s Team 
1/25      Marilyn Dow’s Team 
2/1    Tom Porcher’s Team 
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Find a place 

inside where 

there's joy, 

and the joy 

will burn out 

the pain. 

Joseph 

Campbell  

 

Dec 29:  All-ages Hymn Sing Worship 
Jan 5:   Epiphany Sunday Celebration 
Jan 5, noon:  Budget Meeting 
Jan 11:  Second Saturday Series Healthy Living Lecture 
Jan 19:  All-ages Worship 
Jan 31-Feb 1: Confirmation Retreat, Groton 
Feb 2:  Scout Sunday 
March 5:  Ash Wednesday 

Mark Your Calendars!   

Music/Worship Team 
Come plan worship with 
us! Ed and Katrina and 
other interested folks will 
gather each month to 
plan our upcoming ser-

vices, including themes, 
anthems, special music, 
creative services or any-
thing else we want to try! 
You are welcome to drop 

in and share your 
thoughts and ideas. Our 
next meeting will be Sun-
day, January 12 after 
worship. 

Congregational Meeting: Budget 
Attention all SACC mem-
bers! Our annual budget 
meeting will be at noon 
on Sunday, January 5. 
Come for worship, grab 
some treats and coffee, 

and then come learn 
about and discuss the 
ministries that our money 
will support in 2013. This 
is OUR church, and to-
gether we are solely in 

charge of our finances. 
Come and participate! 



Thursdays Coffee 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks every Thurs-
day morning, from 9:15-
10:30am at the Spruce 
Street Café in West Acton 
center. Come on by! Drop 
in and share your 
thoughts, ideas, concerns 
or just enjoy the fellow-
ship. Remember that you 
can also make an appoint-

ment to speak with Katri-
na confidentially; just call 
the church office to ar-
range a time. (Please note: 
there will be no Thursday 
Coffee on December 26.) 

 

 

Health is the 

greatest gift, 

contentment 

the greatest 

wealth, 

faithfulness 

the best 

relationship. 

Buddha  
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Second Saturdays on School Street 
continues with “Happy Healthy New 
Year - a fresh start for 2014” 
     As the new year be-
gins, it’s always a time 
when many people make 
resolutions and decide to 
be healthier – but how?  
Joining a gym? 
Eating vegetarian?  Start-
ing to meditate?  All of 
the above?  What to do? 
     Our body is the tem-
ple of God, and yet it 
seems so difficult to keep 
it strong and healthy.  It’s 
easy to clean your house, 
your yard, even your 
church, but when it 
comes to your body, that 
seems to get complicat-
ed! 
     Our food producers 
are driven to make prof-
its.  These are not mo-
tives that support healthy 
living.   We are told that 
this cereal supplies all the 
vitamins a child needs, or 
that that food is “heart 

smart”.  These are profit 
motivated commercials – 
not a trustworthy source 
for sound nutritional ad-
vice.  Then you have ex-
perts of all kinds saying 
don’t eat sugar, dairy, 
meat, or wheat for vari-
ous health reasons -  It is 
just all so CONFUSING! 
     My story is that I 
worked in the local 
health food store until I 
was hit with an unusual 
autoimmune disorder 
called Sarcoidosis.   Since 
there was no cure, I de-
cided to find my own 
way back to health, 
which, after 3 years of 
struggle, I did.  What I 
found along the way was 
not one thing, but a 
whole assortment of 
things that I was either 
not doing, or doing all 
wrong. 

 
But it wasn’t very com-
plicated. 
 
     Please come join us 
on Saturday, January 11 – 
at the Second Saturday 
Series – when we will 
discuss finding and main-
taining health.  I don’t 
have all the answers, and 
I’m not handing out 
magic pills, but do dress 
comfortably and bring an 
open mind.   We will dis-
cuss the MANY different 
aspects of health, share 
opinions and infor-
mation, but mostly we 
will have FUN - because 
to me, that is the most 
important aspect of full 
health. 
 
Linsey Hurley 
Holistic Health Counselor 



 

 

Happiness is 

not 

something 

you 

postpone for 

the future; it 

is something 

you design 

for the 

present. 

Jim Rohn  

 

M A R K I N G S  

P A G E  7  

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone 
who made our Advent 
and Christmas season so 
lovely and meaningful! 
Thank you to the Junior 
and Senior Choir, and 
Amber and Ed for bless-
ing us with such gor-
geous music. Thank you 
to Ginny and Steve and 
all the other “elves” who 
decorated the church. 
Thank you to our Christ-
mas Eve readers and 
ushers, and to our Dea-
cons for the potluck 
preparations and beauti-
ful decorations. Thank 

you to our Cleaning 
Teams for tending our 
sacred space. Thank you 
to Dulcey and all our 
teachers and kids for an 
awesome pageant! Thank 
you to our Stewardship 
Team (Christie and Ju-
dy), and Collectors, and 
Recorder Marilyn and 
Disburser Jessica, and 
Treasurer Gary, who 
keep track of our money 
going in and out, espe-
cially in this busy season. 
Thank you to Peter and 
the Snow Shoveling 
Crew. Thank you to Pam 

Hays, who copied hun-
dreds of pages of bulle-
tins and inserts last week! 
Thank you to Pam Rog-
ers who got our events 
out there! And thank you 
to all of you for the 
countless ways you min-
ister to our church and 
one another through 
your faithful and loving 
participation and care. 
Blessings to you all, and 
thank you, as we begin a 
new year!   
 
-Katrina 

Snow Team Looking for Volunteers 
The folks who provide 
the snow clearing service 
for SACC are looking 
for some additional vol-
unteers.  We operate 
similarly to the Cleaning 
Teams in that we sched-
ule a few people who are 
primarily responsible for 
cleaning any snowfalls 
from the sidewalks and 
pathways around the 
church for scheduled 
weeks.  Sometimes there 

is no snow to clear and 
sometimes we need to 
do it more than once a 
week (like this past 
week.) 
 
Please consider helping 
out as the more volun-
teers the easier the load 
on any one of us.  We 
have a good snow 
thrower and plenty of 
shovels, now we just 
need to bodies to use 

them.  If interested 
please contact Peter 
Babcock at (978) 264-
3274 or at ppbab-
cock@comcast.net. 


