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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
The Advent Season
might just be my favorite time of year. I love
the longing and hope
expressed in the music.
I love the dreaming and
expectation in the scripture readings. I love
that we light
candles and
sing when the
world is at its
very darkest.
I love that we
lift up the art
of
waiting
together, in a
world that is
loud
and
frantic
and
disjointed.
Waiting allows us to
listen within,
and to be
still,
things
that can be hard to
practice amidst jangly
calls to shop and hurry
and party. Resist, my
friends! And wait, and
be still, and breathe,
and hear the sweet and

sad and achingly beautiful chords that ring in
this season of light.
Advent is an unspeakably rich time, when we
are invited to explore
our own hopes, fears,

and yearnings. I don’t
find it to be a depressing time at all, but rather a deep time. I hope
that even if you leave
work in the pitch dark
every day, that you will

know the light of these
weeks. I hope that even
if you are in pain or
grieving, that you will
know the promise of
these weeks. I hope that
even if you are struggling with change or
loss, that you
will
know
God’s presence. I hope
that wherever
you are and
whatever
path you are
on at this moment,
that
the journey
through Advent will be
one of healing and joy
for you.
Blessings to
you all in this beautiful
season!
-Katrina
All quotes throughout
Markings are from JFK.
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From the Diaconate
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Thanksgiving is as late as it
can be this year and will
possibly not be past when
you read this. I hope that
you all have or had a very
blessed and happy Thanksgiving. We at SACC have
so much to be thankful
for. Not the least of these
is the congregation itself, a
group of loving and supportive friends that can be
counted on to be with us
through our cares as well as
joys. Yes, you can always
call on your Deacon, but all
of us are there for support
when it is needed. Now we

are entering the Advent
season. So many things are
happening here at
SACC. Be sure to put all
of the events that are listed
later in Markings on your
calendar.
They add so
much to this blessed season. And definitely join us
for our annual Caroling/
Pot Luck and Barn Dancing on Sunday December
15th, and bring a friend!
We at SACC have so much
to share! Caroling at 4 PM,
Pot Luck at 5:30 PM with
Barn Dancing to follow
around 6:30. Dudley and

Jacqueline will be joining us
again as our fiddlers and
callers. Again we will have
two services on Christmas
Eve. The Children’s Service at 4:30 and the Candlelight Service at 7:30. Please
join us for either or both.
Advent Blessings
Jane Logee
Diaconate Chair
A list of Deacons and their
parishes are on page 6.

Happy 98th Birthday to our one and only Glady!
Change is the
law of life.
And those
who look only to the past
or present
are certain to
miss the future.
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Worship in December
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December 1: First Sunday of Advent; Dan preaching; Communion; Pageant
Rehearsal
Wednesday, December 4, 6:00pm: Evening Worship
December 8: Celebration of Ten Years Together; Katrina preaching; Pageant
Rehearsal
December 15: Christmas Pageant
December 22: Fourth Sunday of Advent; All ages Worship
December 24, 4:30pm: Children’s Christmas Eve service
December 24, 7:30pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

Explore the Christmas Story
Our SACC Book Group
continues on the third
Wednesday of the month.
Drop in and join us – in
December we’ll continue
with our Christmas theme,
loosely basing our discussion on “The First Christmas: What the Gospels
Really Teach About Jesus’
Birth” but you do not

need to have read it! This
month we’ll read the
Christmas stories in Matthew and Luke, compare
them, and share our questions and wonderings. Join
us on December 18 from
7-8:30pm at Steve Hadden’s home. Any questions about these gatherings, or what to expect?

Just ask Katrina! (Stay
tuned for our next book
for our January and February meetings!)

My fellow
Americans,
ask not what
your country
can do for you,
ask what you
can do for

Wednesday Evening Worship
Join us for these lovely,
simple, quiet services that
can add a time of pause
and reflection in the middle of your busy week. On
Wednesday, December 4
we’ll gather to explore the
season of Advent and all
the joys and challenges

your country.

that this time of year holds
for us. Where is the darkness? Where is the light?
Arrive at 6:00pm to enjoy
snacks and conversation;
the service begins at
6:15pm.

MA RK INGS
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Advent and Christmas Events
First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 1, 10:30am
Christmas Pageant rehearsal begins for all children.
Evening Worship: Advent Light
Wednesday, December 4, 6:00pm
Come for community and snacks at 6pm, the service at 6:15pm. In this short,
contemplative service we’ll reflect on the darkness & light of the season.
Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 15, 10:30am
Third Sunday of Advent highlighted by our Sunday School’s annual Christmas
Pageant.

Let us not seek
the Republican
answer or the
Democratic
answer, but the

Caroling, Potluck and Dance
Sunday, December 15
Neighborhood caroling starts at 4:00pm, potluck supper at 5:30pm and barn
dancing at 6:30pm! For all ages.
Explore the Christmas Story
Wednesday, December 18, 7-8:30pm at Hadden’s home
The SACC Book Group will explore the season’s stories and what they mean to
us.

right answer. Let
us not seek to fix
the blame for the
past. Let us
accept our own
responsibility for
the future.

Solstice Stories and Songs
Friday, December 20, 8:00pm
Winter solstice myths and songs with storyteller Diane Edgecomb.
Candlelight Piano Concert
Sunday, December 22, 7:30pm
A candlelit hour of meditative, seasonal music performed by our Music Director, Ed Rosser.
Children’s Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24, 4:30pm
A shorter service with carols and acting out the Nativity, geared for toddlers and
younger children.
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24, 7:30pm
Our traditional service with lessons and carols, concluding with the lighting of
candles.

MA RK INGS
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Confirmation

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Our ten confirmands
and their mentors will
meet this month on
Sunday, December 8.
Please plan to attend
worship with your
mentor, and then we’ll
all gather for a pizza
lunch and then a spe-

cial session until
3:00pm on the church
seasons, worship and
prayer. Any questions
about confirmation?
Just speak with Katrina
or Joan Fischer.

Youth Mission Trip
This years' mission trip
is finally set! We'll be
heading back to the
H.O.M.E.S. program in
Orland, ME during
April school vacation.
This is an amazing organization whose camAs we express
our gratitude, we

pus includes a food pantry, soup kitchen, shelter, lumber mill, pottery
studio and craft store.
They also build and repair houses in the community. There will be lot
of ways to help while

we are there, and we'll
be close to beautiful
Acadia National Park!
Sign-up forms will be
sent out in a few weeks.
Meanwhile, mark your
calendars for April 2226!

Adopt-A-Family

must never forget
that the highest
appreciation is
not to utter
words, but to live
by them.

MA RK INGS

We are adopting a family again this year for Christmas. A box will be in the vestry
beginning December 1st. Please wrap and label gifts (ie. For Dad, Mom etc.)
MOM’S SIZE & SPECIAL GIFT REQUEST
Large shirts, 13 pants
DAD’S SIZE & SPECIAL GIFT REQUEST
4X
CHILD
SEX AGE SIZE GIFT REQUEST
Khloe
F
3
2T
My little pony, warm clothes
Keegan

M

4

6

Child size fishing pole, bicycle horn,

Kaylee

F

5

6

Board games, sidewalk chalk, warm
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Mark Your Calendars!

6

Dec 29:
All-ages Hymn Sing Worship
Jan 5:
Epiphany Sunday Celebration
Jan 5, noon: Budget Meeting
Jan 11:
Second Saturday Series Healthy Living Lecture
Jan 19:
All-ages Worship
Jan 31-Feb 1: Confirmation Retreat, Groton
Feb 2:
Scout Sunday
March 5:
Ash Wednesday

Music/Worship Team
Come plan worship with
us! Ed and Katrina and
other interested folks will
gather each month to
plan our upcoming ser-

vices, including themes,
anthems, special music,
creative services or anything else we want to try!
You are welcome to drop

in and share your
thoughts and ideas. Our
next meeting will be Sunday, January 12 after
worship.

Mankind must
put an end to

Please Support Scrips!
It’s an easy way for the
church to make some money and it’s buying something you would already be
spending money on.
Think about buying grocery
gift cards to do your holiday
meal shopping...don’t forget
you always want to pick
something up for people

and a gift card is such an
easy and very appreciated
gift. Here are the easy instructions:
go to
www.shopwithscrip.com
And click on the Green
Family Account button. Fill
in personal info (skip student and teacher info)

war before
war puts an
Choose two security challenge questions from the list
and provide answers. Enter
our church’s enrollment
code:
2D8FLAF528664
Any questions:
Karen
Voellmann, kvoellmann@yahoo.com

end to
mankind.

Cleaning Teams for December
12/2
Judy Hodge’s Team
12/7
Marilyn Dow’s Team
12/14 Tom Porcher’s Team
12/21 TBA
12/28 Becky Hadden’s Team
1/4
Angela Aaronson’s Team
MA RK INGS
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Story Slam - Second Saturdays on
School Street continues
Geography
has made us
neighbors.
History has
made us
friends.

Are you a story
teller? Have you ever
listened to the Moth
Hour on NPR? Here is
your chance to give it a
try. We need storytellers!
Please consider trying it
out. Our Second Saturdays on School Street
event for December is a
Story Slam with a holiday
theme. We will choose
about 12 story tellers to
tell their holiday themed
story in 5 minutes with
no notes. Come listen or

try telling a story, small
prize awarded to the audiences favorite story. Saturday, December 14 at 7:00 PM, 35
School Street, South Acton.
Tickets ($9/
individual, $16/family)
can be purchased at the
door or online at http://
www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/518926.
If you would like to help
in the planning for the
event our next meeting is

Economics
has made us
partners, and
necessity has
made us
allies. Those
whom God
has so joined
together, let
no man put
asunder.
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Thursdays Coffee
Yes, Coffee with Katrina
continues every Thursday morning, from 9:1510:30am at the Spruce
Street Café in West Acton center. Join us! Stop
by to share your thoughts,
ideas, concerns or just enjoy the fellowship. Remember that you can also

make an appointment to
speak with Katrina confidentially; just call the
church office to arrange a
time. (There will be no
Thursday Coffee on December 26.)

after church on November 3 as we will be
doing last minute planning for that weekend's
show. But the absolute
BEST way to help out is
to SPREAD THE
WORD by posting flyers,
sending it out to others,
forwarding Facebook
event invites to others. See Gary Lacroix
with any questions.
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THE WINTER SOLSTICE IN LEGEND
AND SONG:

Our most
basic
common link
is that we all
inhabit this
planet. We
all breathe
the same air.
We all
cherish our
children's
future. And
we are all
mortal.
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Storytelling by
Diane Edgecomb,
with Celtic harper
Margot Chamberlain and instrumentalist Tom Megan
on Friday December 20.
Last year, we held this
sell-out event in the
sanctuary, and it was so
well received, we are repeating the event this
year. Nationally renowned storyteller Diane
Edgecomb (who happens to live in the Boston area) will return to
SACC on December 20
at 8:00PM for another
unforgettable night of
tales. Celebrate the Win-

ter Solstice with classic
evergreen myths, haunting legends of light and
entertaining tales surrounded by traditional
and original music and
song. Featured stories
include the beautiful
“Legend of the Mistletoe” from Scandinavia,
humorous English Wassail traditions, and the
poignant Greek legend
“The Coming of the
Days of Peace.” Master
storyteller
Diane
Edgecomb gives us a
fascinating look at the
stories behind winter
holiday traditions. Celtic
harper Margot Chamberlain
and
multiinstrumentalist Tom Megan bring songs evoca-

tive of the season and
lovely instrumental melodies to round out the
event. This performance
sells out early every year
so buy your tickets well
i n
a d vance. The performance
will be a two hour event
with
intermission. Suggested for
adults and children
above the age of 12. Discounted tickets are available for $18 and with no
service charge until
12/19 by contacting
Martha Rounds – martha.rounds@gmail.com
or (978-263-7227)

