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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

 November usually brings 
the first real chill of winter. 
The frosts have come, the 
furnace has been fired up, 
the sunlight is low and night 
comes early. Trees are al-
most completely bare now. 
Some of us 
awake in the 
dark and come 
home in the 
dark. It can be 
a time of year 
that some of us 
struggle with 
depression or 
sadness or loss. 
But thankfully, 
this time of 
year also brings 
celebration and 
an opportunity 
for deepening. 
Thanksgiving has become 
centered around food and 
family and friends, which is 
wonderful, because rejoicing 
in what sustains us – body 
and soul – is so important. 
But at its core, Thanksgiving 
is also about thanking God 
for all that we have and all 
that we are. It is a profound-
ly spiritual holiday, one that 
asks us to pause and notice 
all that we have and enjoy, 
and then to remember how 

richly we are blessed in this 
precious, precarious, beauti-
ful life. We can cultivate a 
gratitude deeper and wider 
than the food on the table, 
and the friends and family 
with whom we may or may 

not gather. 
In November we are also 
asked to reflect on how this 
church has blessed us – 
through worship and pray-
ers and community and 
deepened faith, through 
Sunday School and mission 
trips and choir and conver-
sation. This place has sus-
tained so many of us 
through crisis as well as cel-
ebration, and this time of 
year is our chance to keep it 

going. Yes, literally, to keep 
it going! It is easy to forget 
that it is the pledges – the 
money that we each promise 
to give for the year – that is 
our sole source of income. 
So each one of us is called 

to give what we 
are able, in grati-
tude to God for 
this place and all 
that it provides. 
How has your 
life been wid-
ened, deepened, 
sustained by this 
place and this 
community?!  
May we truly 
embrace this 
month as a time 
of thankfulness, 
both for our 

beloved church, and for all 
that we enjoy and all that we 
have… and may we joyfully 
return our blessings through 
our giving, our care, and our 
very lives!  
-Katrina  
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Congregational Board 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

Communion is a sacrament 
we take together as a con-
gregation.  We participate 
in this special service to-
gether as one people in 
Christ.  Last year the dea-
cons began to use a gluten-
free product to replace the 
established bread and rice 
crackers.  We felt that this 
would help us all feel more 
like one family and not 
cause those who have a 
gluten intolerance to feel 
separate.  The feedback 
was mixed.  Earlier this 
year your deacons sent 
messages to their parish-
ioners asking whether any 
in your family need a gluten 
free option and how they 
felt about a having the rice 
crackers available along 

with the bread.  The few 
responses we got from 
those who require or prefer 
gluten free stated that hav-
ing rice crackers available 
made them feel welcome 
and accepted.  We realized 
that all families have mem-
bers with needs and prefer-
ences that may differ from 
other family members and 
that we all are part of one 
family regardless of these 
needs.  If you or a family 
member have an intoler-
ance to gluten and you 
have not yet responded to 
your deacon, please do 
so.  In the meantime, you 
will notice that we have 
gone back to the estab-
lished elements.  Please do 
not ever hesitate to reach 

out to your deacon or any 
of us when you have a 
need, a prayer request, a 
question or just feel like 
talking to a friend.  We are 
here for you.  Also, if you 
would be willing to serve as 
an usher or greeter, we 
could always use your help. 
Please contact the worship 
deacon and offer to serve 
any Sunday you might be 
available.  Worship Deacon 
thru Nov. 10th, John O’ 
Dowd.  Nov 17-Dec.24, 
Bee Baker. 
 
Blessings, Jane Logee 
Diaconate Chair 
 
A list of Deacons and their 
parishes are on page 5. 

     I’m writing this after 
spending the day serving 
chili at the Rummage 
Sale.  What a wonderful 
event!  It was a beautiful 
day and there were many 
smiles as we served chili 
and big beautiful slices of 
chocolate cake.  People 
walked by us with treas-
ures and wonderful finds 
from downstairs.  So 
much time and love went 
into the Rummage and 
Bake Sale.  In a small way, 
I think we achieving our 
goal of being that third 

place (home, work, 
hangout) in people’s lives 
when I see people sitting 
to eat and, greeting neigh-
bors and old friends and 
enjoying the atmosphere. 
     One thing I wanted to 
highlight this month is 
communication in the 
church.  Sometimes I 
think people have com-
ments, or need infor-
mation but don’t know 
who to communicate with, 
so with a lot of help from 
Tom Porcher, I put to-
gether a list of email ad-

dresses that go to different 
people and groups, it is on 
page 7 of this Markings 
issue.   I hope this is help-
ful.  If you can think of 
any others that might be 
helpful, please let me 
know. 
 
Blessings, 
Patti Babcock,  
Chair 
Congregational Board 
 

 

“I’d rather be 

a failure in 

something 

that I love 

than a suc-

cess in some-

thing that I 

hate.” ~ 

George Burns 
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Life is not 

measured by 

the number of 

breaths we 

take, but by 

the moments 

that take our 

breath away. 

—-Anonymous 

 

Worship in November 
November 3, 10:30am: Communion; Katrina preaching 

Wednesday, November 6, 6:00pm: Evening Worship 

November 10: All-ages Service (no Sunday School) 

November 17: Stewardship Celebration; Dan preaching 

November 24: Thanksgiving Sunday; Katrina preaching 

December 1: First Sunday of  Advent; Katrina preaching 

Wednesday Evening Worship 
We’ve been experimenting 
with different “alternative” 
services for a few years – 
sometimes with the SACC 
Band and sometimes with 
more contemplative mu-
sic. Sometimes the service 
has been energetic and 
interactive, and other 
times it has been quiet and 
prayerful. We’re commit-
ted to continuing to offer 

a time and space for wor-
ship and prayer other than 
Sunday mornings, both for 
folks who can’t make it on 
weekends, and for folks 
for whom the “traditional” 
order of service doesn’t 
feel quite right. This year 
we’re trying a Wednesday 
evening service – stop by 
after work for 45 minutes 
of calm, prayer and fellow-

ship. Our next evening 
service will be Wednes-
day, November 6 at 
6:15pm. Arrive at 6:00pm 
to enjoy snacks and con-
versation! 

Book Group 
Our SACC Book Group 
continues on the third 
Wednesday of the 
month. Drop in and join 
us, even if you don’t have 
time to read the book! As 
Christmas approaches 
we’ll prepare for the sea-
son by reading “The First 
Christmas: What the Gos-
pels Really Teach About 

Jesus’ Birth” by Marcus 
Borg and John Dominic 
Crossan. We’ll discuss this 
book on November 20 
(at Terry Martins’ home) 
and December 18 from 7
-8:30pm. Any questions 
about the books, the gath-
erings, or what to expect? 
Just ask Katrina!   



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Go confidently 

in the direction 

of your dreams. 

Live the life you 

have imagined. 

—Hanry David 

Thoreau 
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Confirmation 
Our confirmation class 
kicked off the year last 
week with TEN young 
people! We are very 
excited about this years’ 
journey with this fabu-
lous, diverse and 
thoughtful group of 
kids. The confirmation 

meeting in November 
will be Sunday, No-
vember 17 from 3-
4:30pm, with our Men-
tors! Any questions 
about confirmation? 
Just speak with Katrina 
or Joan Fischer. 

December Holiday Gifts for Teens at 
McLean Hospital 

Yes, we will be doing a 
week-long mission trip 
this year for high school 
students – and hopefully 
8th graders, too! Katrina 
has contacted a couple 

of sites and is waiting to 
hear back about which 
ones can accommodate 
us during February or 
April vacations. If you 
have ideas, questions or 

preferences, please 
speak with her. Other-
wise, stay tuned for 
news of our destination 
and first meeting! 

Youth Mission Trip 

During the month of 
November Val Hadden 
will be collecting new 
unwrapped holiday gifts 
for the teens staying in 
locked units at McLean 
psychiatric hospital. De-
cember can be a very 
lonely time to be in the 
hospital, and some of 
these teens may not re-
ceive visitors, or gifts 
from other sources. A 
marked box will be in 
the vestry for the whole 
month of November 
for contributions. If you 

cannot contribute a gift, 
consider donating a 
greeting card. Thank 
you for your help! 
Both boys and girls 
need gifts. Suggestions: 
socks, mittens, age-
appropriate non-violent 
DVDs and books, jew-
elry (nothing sharp), 
handheld electronic 
games, playing cards, 
craft items. Please re-
member not to wrap 
your gift. Please do not 
include: anything violent 
or including drug/

alcohol use, anything 
sharp, gift cards (teens 
may not be able to go 
shopping). Val will de-
liver the gifts on De-
cember 2. 
Call Val or email her at 
valeriehadden@yahoo.com 

with questions. 
Thank you!  



Cleaning Teams for November 
11/2      Becky Hadden’s Team 
11/9      Angela Aaronson’s Team 
11/16    Pam Roger’s Team 
11/23    Bill Klauer’s Team 
11/30    Jane Epstein’s Team 
12/7      Marilyn Dow’s Team 
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To live a 

creative life, 

we must lose 

our fear of 

being wrong. 

—–Joseph 

Chilton Pearce 

 

Stewardship Celebration Sunday: November 17 
Pageant Rehearsals: Dec 1, 8 
Wednesday Evening Worship: Dec 4 
Second Saturday Story Slam: Dec 14 
Christmas Pageant: Dec 15 
Caroling, Potluck and Dance: Dec 15 
All-ages Worship: Dec 22 
Children’s Christmas Eve Service: Dec 24, 4:30pm 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service: Dec 24, 7:30pm 
All-ages Hymn Sing: Dec 29 

Mark Your Calendars!   

Music/Worship Team 
Come plan worship with 
us! Ed and Katrina and 
other interested folks will 
gather each month to 
plan our upcoming ser-
vices, including themes, 

anthems, special music, 
creative services or any-
thing else we want to try! 
You are welcome to drop 
in and share your 
thoughts and ideas. Our 

next meeting will be Sun-
day, November 17 after 
worship. 

Deacons & Their Parishes 
A & B Terry Martins                
C& E  Sarah Bradbury 
D – G  Jane Epstein                 
H - K   Lindsey Hurley 

J – N    Bee Baker                    
O – S   John O’Dowd 
T – Z   Steve Hadden  



Thursdays Coffee 
Yes, Coffee with Katrina 
continues every Thursday 
morning, from 9:15-
10:30am at the Spruce 
Street Café in West Acton 
center. Join us! Stop by to 
share your thoughts, ideas, 
concerns or just enjoy the 
fellowship. Remember that 
you can also make an ap-

pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time. (This prob-
ably goes without saying, 
but there will be no Thurs-
day Coffee on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, November 28!) 

 

 

Life is not 

measured by 

the number of 

breaths we 

take, but by 

the moments 

that take our 

breath away. 

—-

Anonymous 
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Community Fun For Everyone! 
New Speaker/
Entertainment  
Series comes to 
SACC.   
 
Unscripted storytell-
ing.  A night of magic 
with Bonaparte and 
watching pet videos. A 
flute concert. Stories 
from a local author. 
Healthy Living. Caring 
for your pets.  These are 
just some of the topics 
that will be coming to 
South Acton as part of a 
new monthly entertain-
ment series. “Second Sat-
urdays on School Street”, 
promises to be an eclec-
tic mix of family friendly, 
quirky, educational and 
amus ing enter ta in -
ment.  Our goal for the 
series is to promote our 
space as a ‘third place’ 
besides home and work 
where people can relax 
and enjoy themselves 
while connecting with 
old friends and meeting 

new ones.  
The series starts on Sat-
urday, November 9th 
with a family-friendly 
magic show and some 
funny animal vide-
os. Each month, through 
May, there will be a new 
event on the Second Sat-
urday, each starting at 7 
pm.  Snacks and refresh-
ments will be available 
for purchase.   
For a complete listing of 
the year’s program see 
below: 
November 9 Animal Vide-
os & Bonaparte’s Magic  
December 14 Story Slam 
~ Holiday Theme  
January 11 Healthy Living 
Lecture  
February 8 Harmonie 
Transverse Flute Concert  
March 8 Veterinarian Pet 
Health Lecture  
April 12 Local Children's 
Author (TBD) 
May 10 Story Slam ~ 
Mother’s Day 
 
Come one, come all!   
 

Tickets can be purchased 
at the door, at brown 
p a p e r  t i c k e t s 
www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/482124  or 
you may contact Martha 
at 978.263.7227 or mar-
tha.rounds@gmail.com 
The whole series and fur-
ther information can be 
found on our website at 
www.southactoncc.org/
secondsaturdays.  
 
If you would like to help 
in the planning for the 
event our next meeting is 
after church on  No-
vember 3 as we will be 
doing last minute plan-
ning for that weekend's 
show.  But the absolute 
BEST way to help out is 
to SPREAD THE 
WORD by posting flyers, 
sending it out to others, 
forwarding Facebook 
event invites to oth-
ers.  See Gary Lacroix 
with any questions. 



 

 

Live 

everyday 

fully as if it 

were your 

last. —-

Budha 
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Stewardship Season Begins 10/27 
    I am very pleased to 
let you know that SACC 
will officially begin our 
season of Stewardship 
on Sunday, October 27. 
Please keep your eyes 
open for our annual ap-
peal letter in the mail 
during the third week of 
October. 
    As you know, this 
special time represents 
an opportunity for us, as 
a community and as indi-
viduals, to begin thinking 
about giving and what it 
means to us and those 

around us in the context 
of our faith. 
    Who will inspired or 
transformed by our giv-
ing?  
    What do we believe is 
possible in the coming 
year? 
    In what ways is God 
at work among our gifts 
of time, talent, and mon-
ey? 
    I hope you will con-
sider filling out a pledge 
card this season. You 
will be invited to bring it 
with you or send it to 

church on Nov. 17, 
"Celebrating Stewardship 
Sunday," when we will 
bless our pledges and lift 
up all the ways we are 
building God's realm on 
Earth. 
     I look forward to see-
ing you there! 
 
 
Warmly, 
 
Christie C. White,  
on behalf of the  
Stewardship Team  

Church Contacts 
 Pastor@SouthActonCC.org         Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

Katrina@SouthActonCC.org         Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

Dan@SouthActonCC.org         Dan Hollis Seminarian 

CBchair@SouthActonCC.org         Pa� Babcock  

congrega onalboard@SouthActonCC.org     

Deacons@SouthActonCC.org              

Markings@SouthActonCC.org         Pam Rogers   

Webmaster@SouthActonCC.org         Tom Porcher, Cathy Leonard 

PrayerChain@SouthActonCC.org               

PrayerShawl@SouthActonCC.org         Angela Aaronson and kni(ers 

TuesdayConversa on@SouthActonCC.org Joe Carotenuto  

Choir@SouthActonCC.org           

MusicDirector@SouthActonCC.org         Ed Rosser  

Clerk@SouthActonCC.org         Sallie Brainard  

Treasurer@SouthActonCC.org         Gary Lacriox  

Proper es@SouthActonCC.org Property Maintenance   

Info@SouthActonCC.org  Pam Hayes   


