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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
Today is a perfect fall day –
perfect! As I look out the
big windows at the back of
the church I see mostly maple leaves, some illuminated
by the sun so they glow a
bright, translucent green.
Just a few are
beginning their
turn to gold
and red. The
leaves
sway
gently against a
rich, deep, blue
sky. It is so
cloudless and
pure, as if a
sumptuous fabric had been
r o lled
out
across
the
heavens. The
air is crisp; the
sun is still so warm. Mums
are out on porches. Pumpkins are appearing at farmstands. It is apple picking
season. We just passed the
Fall Equinox this past Sunday; these are the days when
light and dark are just about
equal, when the days and
nights share their time. It’s a
turning point for the earth.
A place of balance and
beauty, I think, when everything is still green and warm,

just on the brink of beginning its shedding and dying
and resting. Soon, the frost
will really come. Soon, we’ll
really need our mittens in
the morning. Soon, the dark
will come in the early even-

ing. Soon, the branches will
be bare.
Where do we stand at this
balanced moment, at this
time of dark and light? What
fear and hope do we hold?
What grief and joy? What
are we getting ready to shed
for the winter? What part of
us longs for a rest in the
darkness of winter? What
light are we embracing?
The world is so beautiful!

Each of these perfect days is
like God shouting to us to
slow down and look, and
marvel, and be still. We are
just on the cusp of the season’s turn. May each one of
you find the time and space
to pause and just
BE in God’s
presence, to attend to the colors and smells
of autumn, and
to give thanks
for being alive in
God’s glorious
creation.
May
God open the
eyes of each one
of us!
~ Katrina
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“Autumn,
the year's
last, loveliest smile.”

William
Cullen
Bryant
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From the Diaconate

Deacon, this word is derived from the Greek work,
diakonos, which means
servant. As Deacons we
are responsible for assisting
the pastor in looking after
the spiritual needs of our
congregation.
This includes helping with parts of
the worship service, but it
also, and possibly more
importantly means that we
are here to serve the
church, especially in areas
of outreach to members of
our congregation and other
local people needing assistance. As we grow in our
understanding of what God
wants from us, we are better able to serve people
from a place of love and
compassion, with a true
servant’s heart. As a volunteer at a local food pantry, I

have had many opportunities to serve others as I
believe Jesus would want
me to. I meet people every
week who are finding it
difficult to cover all their
expenses. These same people reach out for help and
we are there to provide a
loving heart and a hand
up. A loving spirit is ever
present and shows up in
the form of laughter, hugs,
acceptance and bounty. I
am realizing that I am a
Deacon of God’s earthly
world. As I serve others I
feel closer to God and
know that I am truly
blessed. Your Deacons are
always ready to reach out
to all of you in the same
way whenever you have
even the smallest need. Do
not ever hesitate to reach

out to any of us when you
have a need, a prayer request, a question or just
feel like talking to a
friend. We are here for
you.
Also, if you too
would like the opportunity
to serve your church, we
are always in need of ushers and greeters. You may
contact the worship deacon
and offer to serve any Sunday you might be available. Worship Deacon for
October thru November
10th is John O’Dowd.
Blessings
Jane Logee
Diaconate Chair

Congregational Board
On Sunday, October 6th
at 8:30am, the Board invites all friends and members to join us as we think
about
the
year
ahead. (There will be bagels and coffee!) Please
join us to express your
ideas and thoughts or just
to experience how SACC
works. We did this last
year and many good ideas
came out of it (i.e., our
Green Congregation efforts and award, a healthy
cookbook that is in the
works).

There will be many familiar events happening this
year and some completely
n e w ac t i vit ie s an d
events. The School Street
Second Saturday Series
is starting to form which
will begin in November
with a Cat Video/
Magician Night - Fun
for the whole family! Of
course, we have some familiar favorites like Caroling and the Contra
Dance.
This year we will be joining in the West Acton

Octoberfest fun on Saturday October 5. We
reserved a table and will be
giving out balloons and
playing games. We need
some folks to come and
hand out balloons. (A
great way for teens to earn
community service
hours) If you'd like to
help, let me know!
Blessings,
Patti Babcock,
Chair
Congregational Board

Worship in September
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October 2 at 6:15pm: Evening Worship
October 6: Sacrament of Baptism & Communion
October 13: All-ages Service (no Sunday School)
October 20: Dan Hollis preaching
October 27: Katrina preaching

Book Group
Our SACC Book Group
continues on Wednesday,
October 16 at 7:00pm –
we’ll have our second session discussing the book,
“Proof of Heaven: A
Neurosurgeon’s Journey
into the Afterlife” by
Eben Alexander. The
book is Dr. Alexander’s
near-death experience: his
encounters with God and
other beings while he was
in a coma. Whether you
find his story amazing or

ridiculous or comforting,
it is a wonderful starting
point for exploring our
own beliefs around what
happens after we die.
Even if you don’t have
time to read the book,
come and join us! Also,
note that Dr. Alexander
will be speaking in Harvard, MA on October 27
at 4:30pm as a fundraiser
for the Virginia Thurston
Healing Garden. As
Christmas approaches

we’ll switch gears and read
“The First Christmas:
What the Gospels Really
Teach About Jesus’ Birth”
by Marcus Borg and John
Dominic Crossan. We’ll
discuss this book on November 20 and December
18. Any questions about
the books, the gatherings,
or what to expect? Just ask
Katrina!

"Autumn is a
second spring
when every
leaf is a
flower."

Albert Camus

Wednesday Evening Worship
We’ve been experimenting
with different “alternative”
services for a few years –
sometimes with the SACC
Band and sometimes with
more contemplative music. Sometimes the service
has been energetic and
interactive, and other
times it has been quiet and
prayerful. We’re committed to continuing to offer

a time and space for worship and prayer other than
Sunday mornings, both for
folks who can’t make it on
weekends, and for folks
for whom the “traditional”
order of service doesn’t
feel quite right. This year
we’re trying a Wednesday
evening service – stop by
after work for 45 minutes
of calm, prayer and fellow-

ship. Our first evening
service will be Wednesday, October 2 at
6:15pm.
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Confirmation

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Interested in confirmation class this year? Join
us for our organizational meeting – for parents
and kids – on Sunday,
September 29 at
9:30am. At this meeting we’ll confirm that
we have enough interest for a class, set a regular meeting time, and

answer any questions.
All families should
have received a mailing
with a Registration
Form – please bring
this form with you to
the meeting. Didn’t
receive one? Just call
the church office and
we’ll send one out to
you. If you’re unable to

"Every leaf
speaks bliss to
me, fluttering
from the
autumn tree."

Emily Bronte

MA RK INGS

Youth Mission Trip
Yes, we will be doing a
week-long mission trip
this year for high school
students – and hopefully
8th graders, too! Katrina
has contacted a couple
of sites and is waiting to
hear back about which
ones can accommodate
us during February or

April vacations. If you
have ideas, questions or
preferences, please
speak with her. Otherwise, stay tuned for
news of our destination
and first meeting!

attend the meeting,
please be sure to return
the form to the church
office or Katrina by
October 1. Any questions about confirmation? Just speak with
Katrina or Joan Fischer.

West Acton Ocktoberfest
Every fall, there’s a street
fair in West Acton! And
often local businesses and
non-profits set up a table
to sell items or promote
themselves, and greet the
hundreds of local people
that attend this fun event.

This year SACC is getting
in on the fun! We plan to
have a table at the Saturday, October 5 Oktoberfest, and we invite
you to sign up to staff our
table for an hour, or even
30 minutes. It’ll be great
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for the church, and allow
you to enjoy this great
event! Look for the signup sheet.

Music/Worship Team
Come plan worship with
us! Ed and Katrina and
other interested folks will
gather each month to
plan our upcoming services, including themes,

anthems, special music,
creative services or anything else we want to try!
You are welcome to drop
in and share your
thoughts and ideas. Our

first meeting for the year
will be Sunday, October
13 after worship.
"Even if
something is
left undone,

Prayer Shawl Ministry
We have been knitting
shawls since. June of
2004. They are given to
those in need of comfort
and assurance that they
are wrapped in God's
love during illness, bereavement or celebration.
All our knitters are continually affirmed by notes
and thank you’s.
If you know of anyone

who would be comforted
and uplifted by receiving
a shawl please contact
Katrina or Angela
Aaronson.
If you would like to knit a
shawl we have directions
in the vestry. If you
would like to donate to
the cost of the yarn that
would be appreciated
also.

everyone must
We will continue to meet
for fellowship and knitting at 10:00am on the
third Monday of the
month at 111 Hosmer
Street Home of Angela
Aaronson.

take time to
sit still and
watch the
leaves turn."

Elizabeth
Lawrence

Cleaning Teams for October
10/5 Bill Klauer’s Team
10/12 Jane Epstein’s Team
10/19 Marilyn Dow’s Team
10/26 Judy Hodge’s Team
11/2
Becky Hadden’s Team
MA RK INGS
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Rummage/Bake Sale
Our semi-annual Rummage and Bake Sale will
be held on October 19th
from 8am to 2pm.
This is one of our major
fund raisers and the support of ALL of our
SACC family is what
continues to make this a
success.
"Delicious
autumn! My
very soul is
wedded to it,
and if I were
a bird I would
fly about the
earth seeking
the
successive
autumns."

George Eliot
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Everyone can do something !
DONATE - fall and
winter clothing ,books,
games, kitchenware,
small furniture and toys.
HELP SET UP - and
price items during the
week prior to the sale -

times will be posted.
BAKE GOODS - sign
up sheets will be in the
vestry.
COME TO BUY - other
people’s cast
offs could be your treasures.
COME FOR LUNCH
- bring your friends,
SACC chili is famous!
CLEAN UP - bag and
box unsold items, trips to
transfer station ,return
rooms to normal.

who need these goods
and raise outside money.
Leftovers go to various
charities - HGRM, Boston Share Network,
Goodwill, Our Prison
Neighbors
etc.
This event continues
SACC's aim to be a green
church and to reduce,
reuse, and recycle.
Please put October 19th
on, your calendar now.
Rummage and Bake Sale
Committee

This is a great way to
connect with our neighbors, provide for those

September SACC Spruce-Up Continues
If you were unable to
help out with Spruce-Up,
there are still projects you
can do, please contact
Becky and/or Steve Had-

den to see how you can
pitch in!

Changes to Coffee: Thursdays!
Yes, Coffee with Katrina
continues, but please note
that we are changing the
day! And changing the
time just slightly! You are
now invited to gather with
Katrina and other SACC
folks every Thursday
morning, from 9:1510:30am. This change will
take effect in October, so
there will still be coffee on

Friday, September 27
and then the following
week it will be Thursday,
October 3. Join us! For
the moment we’ll continue
trying out our new location: Spruce Street Café in
We st Acton center
(previously Sweet Bites).
It’s right behind the
church-turned-architecture
firm on Rt. 111. So stop

by to share your thoughts,
ideas, concerns or just enjoy the fellowship. Remember that you can also
make an appointment to
speak with Katrina confidentially; just call the
church office to arrange a
time.
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Gifts for Teens...Stay Tuned
Val Hadden will be collecting December holiday
gifts for teens who will
be spending their holiday
in the locked unit at
McLean psychiatric hospital. Watch this space!

November Markings will
have details and a list of
approved gifts. Contact
Val at valeriehadden@yahoo.com for
more information.

Fabrics From Around the World
"No spring
nor summer
beauty hath
such grace
as I have

Do you have a piece of
fabric (a tablecloth, a
scarf, a set of napkins)
that you acquired during
a trip outside the United
States? If you have fabric that you would be
willing to loan to the

church for use in decorating the communion
table on October 6th,
World Communion
Sunday, please bring it
with you that morning.
Thank you!

Stewardship Season Begins 10/27

seen in one
autumnal
face."

John Donne
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I am very pleased to
let you know that SACC
will officially begin our
season of Stewardship
on Sunday, October 27.
Please keep your eyes
open for our annual appeal letter in the mail
during the third week of
October.
As you know, this
special time represents
an opportunity for us, as
a community and as individuals, to begin thinking
about giving and what it
means to us and those

around us in the context
of our faith.
Who will inspired or
transformed by our giving?
What do we believe is
possible in the coming
year?
In what ways is God
at work among our gifts
of time, talent, and money?
I hope you will consider filling out a pledge
card this season. You
will be invited to bring it
with you or send it to

church on Nov. 17,
"Celebrating Stewardship
Sunday," when we will
bless our pledges and lift
up all the ways we are
building God's realm on
Earth.
I look forward to seeing
you
there!
Warmly,
Christie C. White,
on behalf of the
Stewardship Team
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We Art Boston
The 40+ artists of WE
ART BOSTON honor
the role of story time with
a fundraiser of original art
from some of the most
beloved children’s book
illustrators. Come to this
fundraiser for the Emergency & Trauma Fund at

Boston Children’s Hospital. Online auction October
10-24
at
www.weartboston.org. Al
so join us for a free family
-friendly event at the Rose
Kennedy Greenway on
October 20 from 11 am
to 3pm (at the parcel fac-

ing the Aquarium). Activities include watercolor,
bookmaking, book signings & musical performances. Bring your favorite stuffed animal to have
his/her portrait drawn by
a professional artist. Rain
date Oct 27.

"Autumn is the
mellower
season, and
what we lose
in flowers we
more than
gain in fruits."

Samuel Butler
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Do you know a military family looking for support?
They may be interested
in attending the Military
and Veteran Family
Community Night
scheduled for October
17. The purpose of the
evening is to give military
families a chance to mingle, meet one another,
and to provide families
an opportunity to learn
about mental health ser-

"There is a
harmony In
autumn, and
a lustre in
its sky,
Which
through the
summer is
not heard or
seen,
As if it could
not be, as if
it had not
been!"

Percy
Bysshe
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vices available through
the Veteran’s Administration, NAMI, and
other organizations. A
complimentary dinner
will be prepared and
served by veterans.
There will be activities
for kids, compliments of
4H’s Operation Military
Kids. There will be infor m at io n al t ab le s.

There will be an hourlong program of speakers, focusing on recovery
and the family.
For more information,
see the flyer below or call
Judy McKendry at 978897-9541.

