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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

Rally Sunday is almost here! 
We can greet one another 
excitedly! We can catch up 
on our summers! The lucki-
est (and smallest) among us 
can eat ice cream! We can 
recommit ourselves to the 
way of Jesus and this won-
derful, challenging, 
rewarding life in 
Christian commu-
nity. Do not miss 
this special day to 
reconnect and cel-
ebrate! 
 
I always find it so 
moving to gather 
back with all of 
you – to see you 
all gather in your 
pews once again, 
all of us expectant and 
hopeful. Many of us have 
been off on adventures for 
the summer: seeing family, 
sending kids to college, visit-
ing parents and grandpar-
ents. Many of us this sum-
mer have also been grieving 
and going through transi-
tions and healing. Many of 
us may have felt lonely and 
disconnected, as our 
“regular” worship services 
were suspended. Some of us 
are still finding our way, 

some of us are in the chaos 
of raising kids, some of us 
are caring for aging parents, 
and some of us are facing 
our own aging. Wherever 
we find ourselves in life, 
whatever struggles and joys 
we are currently experienc-

ing, we can bring those to 
church. Here, we can be 
fully ourselves! Here, we 
gather as brothers and sis-
ters to proclaim in faith that 
we are all beloved and 
blessed, no matter what – and 
then we support one anoth-
er as we walk through life’s 
ups and downs. There is no 
other place in our lives that 
can offer this amazing and 
transformative experience. 
Grounded in God’s love, 
following the ways of Jesus, 

and journeying together, we 
are truly offered new life!  
 
What will this new year take 
us? As a church? As fami-
lies? As individuals? What 
does God have in store for 
us?! Come and see… and be 

part of this divine 
adventure! 
 
Many blessings to 
you all for peaceful, 
lovely and mean-
ingful start to the 
fall. See you soon! 
  
~ Katrina  
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Congregational Board 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

Summertime: a slower 
pace with vacation op-
portunities, beach activi-
ties, cookouts, family and 
friends.  And it is now 
coming to a close.  Actu-
ally, according to the cal-
endar, we still have near-
ly a month before the 
end.  But as far as our 
church and school year is 
concerned, it is time to 
turn toward our fall ac-
tivities.   If your summer 
lifestyle has kept you 
away from your church 
family for a bit, we look  
 

forward to seeing you 
soon.   
 
Rally Sunday is Sept 
8th when we will return 
to our regular service 
time of 10:30. Your dea-
cons hope to see you 
there.  And speaking of 
deacons, feel free to call 
on your deacon or any of 
us if you have a need, a 
prayer request or just 
want to chat. 
 
 
 
 

Deacons and their par-
ishes: 
A & B – Terry Martins 
C & E – Sarah Bradbury 
D & F thru G –  
Jane Epstein 
H thru K – Lindsey Hurley 
L thru N – Bee Baker 
O thru S – John O’Dowd 
T thru Z – Steve Hadden  
 
And I am, as always, just 
a phone call away. 
 
Jane Logee 
Diaconate Chair 

Welcome back all SACC 
friends! 
 
The Congregational Board 
will have its first meeting 
on September 5th to envi-
sion its role for this 
year.  We've had our new 
Board structure now for a 
year and we will be look-
ing at who we are and 
what our work will be go-
ing forward. 
 
On Sunday, October 6th 
at 8:30am, the Board in-
vites all friends and mem-
bers to join us as we think 
a b o u t  t h e  y e a r 
ahead.  (There will be ba-

gels and coffee!)  Please 
join us to express your ide-
as and thoughts or just to 
experience how SACC 
works.  We did this last 
year and many good ideas 
came out of it (i.e., our 
Green Congregation ef-
forts and award, a healthy 
cookbook that is in the 
works). 
 
There will be many famil-
iar events happening this 
year and some completely 
new act iv i t ie s  and 
events.  The Second Satur-
day Series is starting to 
form and, of course, we 
have some familiar favor-

ites like Caroling and the 
Contra Dance.  This year 
we will be joining in the 
West Acton Octoberfest 
fun.  We reserved a table 
and will be giving out bal-
loon s  and  p l ay in g 
games.  If you'd like to 
help, let me know! 
 
Looking forward to seeing 
everyone on Rally Sunday! 
 
Blessings, 
Patti Babcock,  
Chair 
Congregational Board 

 

“Do one thing 

every day 

that scares 

you.”  

― Eleanor 

Roosevelt  
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“The 

unexamined 

life is not 

worth living.”  

― Socrates  

 

Worship in September 
September 8 at 10:30am: Rally Sunday at SACC; Sunday School kick-off. 

September 15: Katrina preaching 

September 21 at 3:00pm: Memorial Service for Phyllis Sproule  

 (Phyllis, Jane Epstein’s mom passed away August 4th after living 98 amazing years) 

September 22: Katrina preaching 

September 29: Sacrament of  Baptism 

October 2 at 6:30pm: Evening Worship 

Wednesday Evening Worship 
We’ve been experimenting 
with different “alternative” 
services for a few years – 
sometimes with the SACC 
Band and sometimes with 
more contemplative mu-
sic. Sometimes the service 
has been energetic and 
interactive, and other 
times it has been quiet and 
prayerful. We’re commit-
ted to continuing to offer 

a time and space for wor-
ship and prayer other than 
Sunday mornings, both for 
folks who can’t make it on 
weekends, and for folks 
for whom the “traditional” 
order of service doesn’t 
feel quite right. This year 
we’re trying a Wednesday 
evening service – stop by 
after work for 45 minutes 
of calm, prayer and fellow-

ship. Our first evening 
service will be Wednes-
day, October 2 at 
6:30pm.  

Book Group 
Our SACC Book Group 
continues! Having finished 
studying Jesus for the past 
few months, we are now 
turning to other spiritual 
topics. On Wednesday, 
September 18 (at Jane 
Epstein’s home) and Oc-
tober 16 at 7:00pm we’ll 
discuss the book, “Proof 
of Heaven: A Neurosur-
geon’s Journey into the 
Afterlife” by Eben Alex-
ander. The book is Dr. 
Alexander’s near-death 

experience: his encounters 
with God and other be-
ings while he was in a co-
ma. Whether you find his 
story amazing or ridicu-
lous or comforting, it is a 
wonderful starting point 
for exploring our own be-
liefs around what happens 
after we die. Also, note 
that Dr. Alexander will 
be speaking in Harvard, 
MA on October 27 at 
4:30pm as a fundraiser for 
the Virginia Thurston 

Healing Garden. As 
Christmas approaches 
we’ll switch gears and read 
“The First Christmas: 
What the Gospels Really 
Teach About Jesus’ Birth” 
by Marcus Borg and John 
Dominic Crossan. We’ll 
discuss this book on No-
vember 20 and December 
18. Any questions about 
the books, the gatherings, 
or what to expect? Just ask 
Katrina!   



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

“What you do 

makes a 

difference, and 

you have to 

decide what 

kind of 

difference you 

want to make.”  

― Jane Goodall  
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Confirmation 
Yes, we will be offering 
a confirmation class 
this year! Because we 
have a large and eager 
group of 8-9th graders, 
Joan Fischer and I look 
forward to doing an-
other class for the 2013
-2014 school year. We 
will have an organizing 
meeting for all interest-

ed kids and their par-
ents at 9:30am on 
Sunday, September 
29. At this meeting 
we’ll confirm that we 
have enough interest 
for a class, set a regular 
meeting time, and an-
swer any questions. All 
families should receive 
a mailing with a sign-up 

form – please bring the 
form with you to this 
meeting. Didn’t receive 
one? (Our apologies!) 
Just call the church of-
fice and we’ll send one.  

For all of us, especially 
schoolchildren, the be-
ginning of school marks 
a time of new begin-
nings, connecting with 
new and old friends, 
and fresh challenges. 
On Rally Sunday, Sep-
tember 8, part of SAC-
C’s worship service will 
revolve around our 
young members as they 
begin the school year. 
We encourage children 
to bring their back-
packs for a special 

“Blessing of the Back-
packs” so that we as a 
congregation can offer 
our prayers and our 
blessing, and remind 
our students of our con-
gregation’s constant 
support as they go 
through the school year. 
 
Following the blessing, 
children will go down-
stairs during the rest of 
the service to celebrate 
the beginning of the 
church year, gathering 

for SACC’s traditional 
“Ice Cream Sundae” 
with their classmates 
and teachers.  
Please feel welcome to 
bring your children for 
this special celebration 
and acknowledgement 
of the new school year, 
and the opportunity to 
catch up with old 
friends and meet new 
classmates. Invite your 
friends and their chil-
dren, also: all wel-
come! 

Blessing of the Backpacks  

Jr. Choir 
Come one, come 
all  for all of you who 
would like to join the Jr 
Choir. We are having a 
kickoff breakfast Sept 
7th at 9:00 at Bick-

fords. After we eat 
we'll all go to the 
church for a rehearsal 
and everyone will get 
their own cd and mu-
sic. This is for grades 

K-8. You really show 
God's love through 
your music and smiles 
and it's a lot of fun 
too! Hope to see you 
Sept 7th! 



Cleaning Teams for September 
9/7     Judy Hodge’s Team 
9/14   Becky Hadden’s Team 
9/21   Angela Aaronson’s Team 
9/28   Pam Roger’s Team 
10/5   Bill Klauer’s Team 
10/12    Jane Epstein’s Team 

M A R K I N G S  

P A G E  5  

 

 

“Love is the 

absence of 

judgment.”  

― Dalai Lama 

XIV  

 

Every fall, there’s a street 
fair in West Acton! And 
often local businesses and 
non-profits set up a table 
to sell items or promote 
themselves, and greet the 
hundreds of local people 

that attend this fun event. 
This year SACC is getting 
in on the fun! We plan to 
have a table at the Satur-
day, October 5 Ok-
toberfest, and we invite 
you to sign up to staff our 

table for an hour, or even 
30 minutes. It’ll be great 
for the church, and allow 
you to enjoy this great 
event! Look for the sign
-up sheet to be posted 
soon. 

West Acton Ocktoberfest 

Nursery Teacher 
We are so pleased that 
our nursery teacher, Jill 
Theberge, will be return-
ing to care for our littlest 
ones on Sunday morn-
ings. Jill will be in the 
nursery every Sunday so 

there is a consistent adult 
presence for our babies, 
toddlers and preschool-
ers. Jill comes to us hav-
ing worked previously as 
a preschool teacher, and 
is now a Social Worker. 

You’ll see Jill in the 
nursery with her two year 
old daughter, Isabella! 

Meet Our Seminarian, Dan 
Hello friends! My name is 
Dan Hollis, and I am the 
new seminarian for the 
coming year. I am twenty-
four years old and origi-
nally from Oxford, Con-
necticut. I grew up in-
volved in theatre and my 
local church’s youth 
groups. In 2008 I started 
working at Horton Cen-
ter, the UCC summer 
camp in the White Moun-

tains of New Hampshire. 
Since that summer, I have 
served the camp as a 
member of the Program 
Staff, Director of Reli-
gious Education, and Pro-
gram Director. I graduat-
ed from Lyndon State 
College in northeast Ver-
mont with a Bachelor’s in 
Broadcast Journalism and 
an Associate’s in Broad-
cast Production. During 

my time in Vermont, I 
spent two years as an an-
chor and a reporter in 
local news. I enrolled at 
Andover Newton Theo-
logical School in 2011. I 
am very much looking 
forward to meeting you 
all, and I am so excited to 
be a part of your congre-
gation this year! 



Friday Coffee with Katrina ~ location change 
Yes, Friday Coffee returns 
on September 6 from 
9:30-11am! And we’ll be 
trying out yet another new 
location – well, an old 
location but a new coffee 
shop! Every Friday morn-
ing Katrina will be at the 
Spruce Street Café in 
West Acton center 

(previously Sweet Bites). 
It’s right behind the 
church-turned-architecture 
firm on Rt. 111. The own-
ers will even be reserving a 
table for us! So stop by to 
share your thoughts, ideas, 
concerns or just enjoy the 
fellowship. Remember that 
you can also make an ap-

pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time.  

 

 

“To give 

pleasure to a 

single heart 

by a single 

act is better 

than a 

thousand 

heads bowing 

in prayer.”  

― Mahatma 

Gandhi  
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Second Annual September SACC Spruce-Up  
 The 2nd Annual Septem-
ber SACC Spruce-Up is a 
happening! Starting Fri-
day September 13—
extra good luck for the 
whole SACC family—and 
continuing through Satur-
day. Just bring yourselves 
and the kids. We’ll have 
all the materials ready for 
you to get to work!  All 
ages can do something to 
help! 
 
Time is whatever you can 
do, but we’ll be there 
from 6 to 9 PM on Friday 
and from 8:30 AM to 4 
PM on Saturday. 
 
We’ll have cookies for 
you on Friday evening, 
donuts and coffee on Sat-
urday morning, and pizza 
for lunch at noon on Sat-
urday. Don’t miss this fun 
way to reconnect with 
your SACC friends after a 
whole summer of experi-
ences and beautify our 
beloved SACC building at 
the same time.  

Our BIG jobs include: 
Steam cleaning rugs 
Shim front door hinges to 
close the gap between the 
two doors 
Wash windows and win-
dowsills inside and out 
Clean the handicap ramp 
and nearby windowsill 
 
Our small 1-hour jobs 
include: 
� Dispose of the room 

dividers downstairs 
� Replace batteries in 

the Exit signs 
� Clean the nursery 
� Re-fasten handrails to 

handicap ramp 
� Heavy-duty cleaning 

of floor edges 
� Adjust classroom 

doors to latch 
� Install under-counter 

towel bar in mini-
kitchen 

� Paint woodwork or 
heating vents 

� Spot paint outside of 
church: Belfry edges, 
foyer west wall, handi-
cap ramp, … 

� Clean light fixtures 
� Clean and/or paint 

woodwork in the 
stairway 

� Oil all door hinges & 
latches 

� Vacuum bathroom 
fans 

� Wipe down doors, 
handles, and light 
switches with cleaner 

� Remove spider webs 
everywhere 

 
Our take-home jobs in-
clude: 
� Cleaning toys from 

nursery 
 
One more thing—if you 
have a special skill or in-
terest that hasn’t been 
listed above and you’re 
craving to get to work on 
it, YES!—go for it! Just 
please let Steve or Becky 
or Katrina know so we 
can plan accordingly.  



 

 

“There are 

never 

enough 'I 

love you's.”  

― Lenny 

Bruce  
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Talk about fund raising! 
How about  NOT 
SPENDING! If SACC 
were to hire a profes-
sional cleaner (called a 
“sexton”) to keep our 
church clean and tidy 
each week, it would 
probably cost at least 
what Steve and I spend 
to have our small house 
cleaned once a month—
that is, $100. Hmmmm. I 
can figure this out; I’m a 
math teacher! There are 
52 weeks in a year. May-
be we should subtract 
the 4 weeks in the sum-
mer when we have 
church services at Box-
borough UCC. That’s 48 
weeks per year that we 
need cleaning. $100 × 48 
= $4,800. Wow! We’re 
NOT SPENDING 
$4,800 each year by hav-
ing volunteer cleaning 
teams! That’s about what 
we raise at each Rum-
mage Sale! 
 
I went to the June meet-
ing of the Congregational 
Board to discuss needed 
changes in the SACC 
cleaning plan. Some peo-
ple are tired of cleaning; 
some people have done 
it for years and they de-
serve a break; others 
want to do it but can’t 
seem to find the time; 
some just don’t realize 
it’s needed; and some 
people (most people?) 

hate cleaning! What to 
do??? The Congregation-
al Board feels that the 
cleaning team approach 
has passed the test of 
time with flying colors. 
This works! 
 
Let’s calculate how clever 
and thrifty we’ve been! 
For over 20 years we’ve 
been cleaning the church 
ourselves. That means 
we’ve saved at least 20 × 
$4,800 = $96,000. That’s 
impressive! 
 
Recently I interviewed a 
few faithful SACC clean-
ers and this is what they 
said: 
Julie L’Heureux said, 
“Cleaning the church is 
an investment. It makes 
the church nice for new 
people and everyone 
who comes. It’s an easy 
way to give back and a 
very small amount of 
time seems to make a big 
difference. My only diffi-
culty is getting it on my 
calendar and remember-
ing to come.” 
 
Angela Aaronson smiled 
and admitted cleaning 
SACC “gives her a sense 
of belonging. I feel good 
taking care of my church. 
It’s like getting my house 
ready for guests—a job 
that anticipates more 
special times with good 
friends.” 

Steve Hadden has been 
on cleaning teams many 
times over the years. “It 
takes only 90 minutes 
every other month,” he 
says, “and it’s a fun way 
to do a genuinely Good 
Thing. Plus, I get to visit 
with SACC friends while 
we clean, and I like that.” 
 
Let’s consider putting 
new energy and action 
into our cleaning teams.  
If you’ve never done it 
before, try it! You give at 
most 2 hours every 8 
weeks. 
If you’ve done it but are 
on a break, consider re-
turning to a team. 
If you’d like to partici-
pate but just can’t do it, 
help out this way: $4,800 
÷ 100 (# of people who 
benefit from our church 
regularly) = $48 of value 
per person per year. You 
can raise your pledge by 
$48 and know that 
you’ve done your part!  
 
So, join the cleaning 
teams or put a check for 
$48 in the offering plate! 
Then we can truly say 
every member and friend 
of South Acton Congre-
gational Church partici-
pates in keeping our 
church home tidy and 
clean!  

Keeping SACC Clean—A Math Lesson  
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“With the new 

day comes 

new strength 

and new 

thoughts.”  

― Eleanor 

Roosevelt  

 

Feedback Circles Scheduled 
As we set up our fall 
schedules, please plan to 
come to one of three 
Feedback Circles set for 
Sundays at SACC:  Octo-
ber 6 from 9 to 10; Octo-
ber 27 from 12 to 1; and 
November 3 from 5 to 
6.  Child care will be pro-

vided. A Feedback Circle 
is a gathering in which 
we explore our  varying 
experiences on a topic of 
concern to SACC.  This 
fall we will share ways we 
have found deeper, fuller 
meaning in our lives 
through participation in 

SACC.  The purpose is to 
help Katrina better under-
stand what works for us 
and how we might move 
ahead.   Look for more 
details in the days ahead. 

Thank You to the SACC Movers! 
The card inscription reads: "Because of good-hearted people like you, this world is a nicer place. I 
hope all the good you do comes back to you." and Carol Riley wrote: "I would like to thank all 
the SACC movers again. I can't imagine what I would have done without you. You are 
AMAZING! The kindness that you have shown my family through the years has 
touched my heart. My brother thought I was exaggerating when I told him how wonder-
ful and quickly you packed me up. When you arrived with a loaded truck at 8:45 and 
were finished by 10am with every bed put together and furniture in its place -- he could-
n't stop singing your praises. I hope Patty's hand is okay. I am truly grateful and blessed 
to have such wonderful, caring friends and family at SACC and home. Thank you again. 
Fondly, Carol Riley 

Our Wonderful SACC Movers!   



We are still feeling out 
the opportunity to create 
a new SACC cookbook.  
It’s going to depend on 
the interest of our pa-
rishioners.  Let us know  
if you would like to see a 
new Healthy Cookbook 
by telling us or submit-
ting a recipe.  We are 
looking for contributions 
of your favorite gluten-
free, or vegetarian, or 
sugar free or WHATEV-

ER health-type angle you 
have on a recipe OR – if 
you have a delicious reci-
pe that is not particularly 
healthy, send it in and we 
will adapt it with healthi-
er ingredients.  We plan 
to personally test any 
such adaptations we 
make before publishing 
them, just to make sure 
they work – anyone in-
terested in joining us for 
this delicious work? 

Please contact the com-
mittee members for 
more details or ideas – 
Linsey Hurley 978-266-
0055 linsey@newview.org or 
Nancy Tarquinio 978-
2 6 3 - 7 3 9 8 
tarqbach@yahoo.com, Doris 
Banatoski 978-897-6877 
sbanatoski@verizon.net or 
Pam Rogers 978-263-
6543 rogers989@verizon.net. 

Where’s Kelly? 
Most Sundays I will be at 
my second Field Educa-
tion placement, right 
down the road at TriCon, 
Trinitarian Congregation-
al Church, in Concord. 
My supervisor is Rev 
Robert (Bob) Brown, 
who was our Field Edu-
cation student from 2006 

to 2007. I will be working 
with the Confirmation 
class and the Youth 
Group, and plan to at-
tend one or more mission 
trips. If my schedule per-
mits, I’ll have lunch at the 
Rummage Sales! I am 
now in my junior year at 
Andover Newton Theo-

logical School, and hope 
to graduate in 2015. 
Thank you all for your 
love, support and prayers. 
You are always in mine. 
 
See you at Summer Wor-
ship, Kelly Donahue. 

 

 

“I never 

made one of 

my 

discoveries 

through the 

process of 

rational 

thinking”  

― Albert 

Einstein  
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SACC Healthy Cookbook 

Help SACC Online 
There is one way to help 
SACC without spending 
any money, and it takes 
less than a minute. 
George Clark, in consul-
tation with Katrina and 
Pam Rogers, has been 
exploring ways to build 
community and extend 
outreach using social me-
dia, specifically SACC's 
Twitter feed and Face-
book page. In a recent 
advertising experiment, 

17 people clicked on an 
ad for SACC that we had 
placed on Facebook. This 
was a very encouraging 
result, and for far less ex-
pense than adds in print 
m e d i a ,  l i k e  t h e 
Action Unlimited. But 
beyond just advertising, 
there might be exciting 
ways to be together as a 
church online. For exam-
ple, during our busy 
lives, keeping in touch 

during the week can seem 
difficult.  But it's 
easy on Facebook. So, if 
you use Facebook al-
ready, the thing that you 
can do to help SACC is 
to take a moment to like 
SACC on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/
sacc.church . 


