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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
Oh, it feels like summer
already, doesn’t it? Last
Friday it hit 82 degrees in
Harvard, and Noemi and
I headed down to the
town pond. And yes, she
went swimming! It was a
glorious afternoon. Soon
the days will become even
longer, the flowers even
more vibrant, the sun
even brighter. We will
head to beaches or summer homes or lakes or
simply relax in that old
plastic chair in the backyard. They don’t call them
the lazy days of summer
for nothing! The heat and
light and beauty of the
season calls us to slow
down and savor life in a
new way, to stop and look
and smell and taste, to be
still.
But life does not come to
a stop simply because it is
warm. Many of us will
continue to face challenges this summer. We will
struggle with illness and
pain. We will work too
hard at jobs we no longer

enjoy. We will wrestle
with our concern and
helplessness with our kids.
We will worry about money and retirement. In quiet
moments in the dark we
will face our own fears
and loneliness. And at the

know that whenever I return to worship in August
and stand for that first
hymn in the Boxboro
sanctuary, I am usually
moved to tears – by seeing your familiar faces as
the organ chords swell
around us, knowing that
we are a community held
together by God no matter what our joys and
challenges.
I wish you all a slow and
peaceful summer – and
may we remember that we
are never alone.
-Katrina

same time many of us will
be far from one another
for the summer months.
Please continue to hold
one another in your
thoughts and prayers. If
you are in town, come to
church – because you just
might be the embrace or
the smile that saves someone that day. If you are in
need of a prayer or a word
of hope, please ask. I
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From the Diaconate
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In my annual report I
touched upon the choice
the Deacons made this year
to use all gluten-free bread
for Communion. We participate in this sacrament as
one Congregation and we
felt it was important that
we all partake of the same
elements. The feedback
has been mixed but there
are two important benefits
to sticking with this
change. One is that all
those who partake now
share a feeling of inclusion. The second is that by
serving only gluten-free
bread it is simpler for the

“Summer afternoon—
summer afternoon; to
me those
have always
been the two
most beautiful words in
the English
language.”
― Henry
James
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deacons to prepare the
elements without the risk
of cross-contamination
with gluten. We have decided to continue this practice for now and have
found a better bread option than we had been using.
We also will not
freeze any of the remaining
bread to be used the following month. The options for intinction are
slightly more challenging. We will continue to
explore this question.
We certainly appreciate
your patience as we continue our efforts to identify

products appropriate to
our service. Please feel free
to talk to any one of the
Deacons and give us your
feedback and any ideas that
you may have.
We will be celebrating
our Sunday School on June
16th and will begin our
joint services with Boxborough
on
the
23rd. Please join us for as
many of these services as
you can and enjoy a restful
and rejuvenating Summer.
Blessings,
Jane Logee
Diaconate Chair

Congregational Board
There has been a flurry
of activity as we move to
close out the Church
Year. We have many issues and projects that the
Board has been working
on, both in our Visioning
work, and in the staffing
and running of the church.
Several of these items
we will bring before the
congregation at our Annual Meeting on June
2nd. We will hear a report
from our treasurer Gary
Lacroix concerning our
finances. We have expenditures such as our proposed new furnace, and
the funding of a new Seminary Student, that must be
voted on by all of us.
Members of the Board will
present reports on our
work concerning our
“Green Congregation”,
our Second Saturday Series, and other initiatives

that have been part of our
future plans. And of
course we will all vote on
the Slate of Officers for
next year.
I urge all of you to attend this important meeting. Ask questions; involve
yourselves with what is
happening at SACC. Your
leadership team works
very hard, all throughout
the year, to guide our
Community of Faith; to
help steer us in new and
exciting (and uncharted!)
directions. By attending
the Annual Meeting you
affirm their work, and you
become part of the decision making that is so critical to our future.
On a personal note,
this is my last Markings
Article, as my 3-year term
as Board Chair has ended,
and I am stepping down. I
want to say it has been a

privilege to be part of both
the “old” Executive
Board, and during this
church year, the new Congregational Board. This
church has dedicated men
and women who meet every month, and work thru
the various issues and initiatives that come before us
with humility, and wisdom, and Grace. There is
no higher calling than to
serve others, and your
Board does so with distinction.
For their future, and
the future of our beloved
SACC, I wish them all the
best, and give thanks for
my time working alongside
them. God’s Blessings to
you all.
Curt

Worship in June, July & August
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June 2, 10:30am – Communion, Katrina preaching
June 2, 6:00pm – Bread & Spirit
June 9, 10:30am – Baptism, Katrina preaching
June 16, 10:30am – Sunday School leads worship!
June 23, 9:30am – Joint services begin, at SACC
June 30-July 21, 9:30am – Boxboro leads at SACC
July 28-August 25, 9:30am – Katrina preaching at Boxboro
Sept 1, 9:30am – Katrina preaching at SACC
Sept 8, 10:30am – Rally Sunday!

Summer Worship
Our combined summer
services with the Boxboro
UCC will begin on June
23; worship will be at
9:30am throughout the
summer. Services will be
at SACC June 23 through

July 21, led by Rev. Cindy
Worthington-Berry.
(Cindy will be “on duty”
to respond to pastoral
emergencies while Katrina
is on vacation, June 22
through July 22.) Services

will be at Boxboro (723
Mass Ave) July 28 through
August 25, led by Katrina.
We will return to SACC
for Labor Day weekend
with worship still at
9:30am.

the warmth of
summer,
without the
cold of winter

Bread & Spirit
Don’t miss our final evening service for the year,
Sunday, June 2. Gather
at 5:30pm for a “pizza party” and then enjoy a special contemplative worship

“What good is

to give it
sweetness.”

at 6:00pm that will include
Sacred Circle Dance
taught and led by Val
Hadden. No experience or
coordination needed! Just
come and enjoy.

― John
Steinbeck

No SACC Golf Outing this year
Spring snuck up on me
and as a result I was unable to schedule a golf outing for this year. Actually
the numbers have been
pretty sad the last few

years with only a 4-some
playing each of the last
two years. So - no outing
this year. If you'd like to
play in spirit - do what I
will be doing which is to

play a round and then
make an "in lieu of'"
donation to SACC of
$30 for the round.
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Grades 5-8 Youth Group Cookout

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Join us for an end-ofyear party at the Lacroix's house in Littleton on Sunday, June 2
from
1:00-4:00pm!
We'll have an afternoon

cookout and play
games in their backyard. Don't miss this
fun time to hang out
and see each other before the summer. We'll

also talk about ideas for
next year. Speak with
Dulcey or Gary Lacroix
or Katrina for details.

Mission Trip Photos

“it's a smile, it's a
kiss, it's a sip of
wine ... it's
summertime!”
― Kenny Chesney

Healthy SACC Cookbook
At last years Healthy
Living discussion,
some of us thought it
would be a nice idea to
put together a new
SACC cookbook with
a “healthy” twist to it.
We are looking for
contributions to this
effort – contributions
of all sorts.
Knowing that SACC is
home to the best cooks
on the planet, this is
sure to be a successful
endeavor.
We would like contributions of your favorite gluten-free, or vege-
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tarian, or sugar free or
WHATEVER healthtype angle you have on
a recipe OR – if you
have a delicious recipe
that is not particularly
healthy, send it in and
we will adapt it with
healthier ingredients.
We plan to personally
test any such adaptations we make before
publishing them, just
to make sure they work
– anyone interested in
joining us for this delicious work?
Please contact the
committee members

for more details or ideas – Linsey Hurley 978
-266-0055 or Nancy
Tarquinio 978-2637398, Doris Banatoski
978-897-6877 or Pam
Rogers 978-263-6543 –
and please send your
recipes to Pam at: Rogers989@verizon.net.

SACC Annual Meeting
Calling all SACC members! Be sure to participate in our congregational
process and come to our
Annual Meeting after

church on Sunday, June
2. We will vote in folks to
new positions, hear a report from our Treasurer,
discuss and vote on
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whether to switch to a gas
furnace, and you’ll hear
updates on other initiatives. Please join us!

Lowell Spinners Outing - July 12th
In the category of
'better late than never' I
am again throwing together an outing at the Lowell
Spinners or at least checking to see if anyone is interested. The outing will
be on Friday, July 12 at
7:05 pm. Tickets are $10
each (quite the bargain
compared to Sox games)
with half of the cost going
to SACC!

If interested get back to
me - home phone 978-486
-0406
or
gaduzabe@yahooo.com. No
later than Sunday June
2nd with payment. I will
then order tickets for only
those who have said yes
by then.
This event should be a
great time for fellowship
with SACC members at
the ballpark.. By all means,
friends, family, grandpar-

ents, etc. would all be welcome! If you have never
been to a Spinners game
they are a lot of fun with
something entertaining
happening between every
inning.
For more on
Spinners baseball see
www.lowellspinners.com.
Thanks,
Gary Lacroix

“Come with
me,' Mom
says.
To the library.
Books and
summertime
go together.”
― Lisa
Schroeder

Summer Cleaning Teams
6/1 Marilyn Dow’s Team
6/8 Judy Hodge’s Team
6/15 Becky Hadden’s Team
6/22 Marilyn Dow’s Team
6/29 Pam Roger’s Team
7/6
Bill Klauer’s Team
7/13
7/20
7/27

Tom Porcher’s Team
Angela Aaronson’s Team
Jane Epstein’s Team
MA RK INGS
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SACC Hosts Jeff Loeb and Friends in
Jazz Benefit for Children of Ecuador

“Summertime
is always the
best of what
might be.”
― Charles
Bowden

Saturday, June 15, 7:309:30pm. Don’t miss this
chance to enjoy longtime
SACC friend, Jeff Loeb,
playing some fine jazz
music, and lend your support to the street children
of Quito, Ecuador! After
SACC donated money last
year to UBECI, a nonprofit in Ecuador that
provides social and academic support to street
children and child laborers in Quito, Jeff promised to come to SACC
and give a show. Here it
is!
UBECI’s mission is to
reduce the working hours
of street and market children and child laborers in
Quito and to enroll these
children in public schools.
Without this social and
academic support, poverty
-stricken children never
get the education they
need to break the cycle of
poverty. UBECI encourages social participation,

education, health, selfesteem, trust, and family
relationships. A USregistered nonprofit with
a permanent staff of five
individuals, UBECI has
placed over 300 children
in school in the last five
years, relying on donations and volunteers from
around the world (visit
UBECI.org).
Jeff Loeb has been active
in the Boston-area jazz
scene for over 40 years.
He has appeared at Concord’s Colonial Inn, the
Acton Jazz Café,
Maynard’s River Rock
Grill, and other local venues. He has composed
jazz, country, and children’s music for PBS and
NPR, and he manages a
recording studio where he
works as a professional
narrator and audio producer. Jeff will be joined
by vocalist Ali Manion,
bassist Mike Caruso,
drummer Dave Hurst,

Friday Coffee with Katrina

MA RK INGS

Join Katrina and other
SACC folks at the Boston
Bean House in Maynard
(across from the CVS) on
Friday mornings between
9:30am and 11:00am. Stop
by to share your thoughts,
ideas or concerns, or just
enjoy the fellowship! Re-

member that you can also
make an appointment to
speak with Katrina confidentially; just email her or
call the church office to
arrange a time. The final
Friday Coffee before the
summer will be June 21.

sax/flute player Jim Repa,
and Ken Accardi on
‘flumpet’.
In 2010, Jeff traveled to
Ecuador, where he volunteered for UBECI, a family-run nonprofit based in
Quito. Deeply moved by
the passion and commitment of UBECI's small
staff, Jeff volunteered to
be UBECI’s unpaid
North American volunteer coordinator and
fundraiser after his third
visit in 2011.
Tickets are $15/person/
advance, $18/person at
the door, available at
BrownPaperTickets.com or at the door.
For more information
about the show, contact
J e f f
L o e b ,
jeff@UBECI.org.

ck
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Passing of the Baton...
Dear SACC Family,
We want to thank you
for the wonderful support you gave us, over
the past 16 years, for the
se m i- an n u a l b a ke /
luncheon sale. The first
sale was in 1997 and we
raised $400.00 – a very
exciting day. This April
we raised $2,100 all because of your delectable
baked goods, entrees,
soups, chili, and Gladys
Foreman’s famous jams.
Everyone was always

quick to say YES when
asked to help. We could
not have done it without
you.
The time has come
for us to step aside because of health issues
and age (which we won’t
discuss) and Patti Babcock and Becky Hadden
have graciously agreed to
take over the duties.
They are highly respected
members of our church
and we know they will
make our event bigger

and better!
Again, with much appreciation and thanks,
Ruth Blodgett and
Barbara Coffey

Several SACC volunteers worked on the Acton Habitat
Project: Patti and Peter Babcock, Bob Van Meter, Curt
Logee, Pat Varley (photographer extraodinare), Jeff Loeb,
and Sal Alonzo.

“Let us
dance in the
sun, wearing
wild flowers
in our
hair...”
― Susan
Polis Schutz
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Peter Babcock, Curt, Bob and Jordan (the Habitat Project
Manager). The project is going on for several more
months and we can schedule another day if there is
interest.

Love in the Mortar Joints is a collection of the stories written by
Millard Fuller recounting the beginnings of Habitat for Humanity International and the transforming power of love through the work of Habitat for Humanity.
On June 9th, you will have an opportunity to hear more about the early roots of Habitat both aboard
and here in north central Massachusetts, at Acton Congregational Church, 12 Concord Road. 5:30 - 7:30
PM. Call church for further info.
Barbara and Ron Yates will share how love transformed their lives through the work of Habitat for
Humanity and a serendipitous meeting with Habitat founder Millard Fuller . Barbara and Ron are former
residents of Acton. Barbara was the first paid staff person for Habitat for Humanity in the Northeast.
She helped shepherd scores of volunteers representing dozens of towns and cities where Habitat affiliates were founded throughout the 1980s and 1990s in New England.
Maggie Monroe-Cassel, current Executive Director for Habitat for Humanity North Central Massachusetts, will share how her life was transformed by a chance meeting with Habitat co-founders Millard
and Linda Fuller in Paris, France, in 1973 when she was 17 years old. She was on a road to becoming an
architect when the course of her life was redirected to ministry and Habitat.
Current Lancaster Habitat homeowners Beth and Jeremy Wagley will tell how their lives have been
transformed by the opportunity to purchase a Habitat home.
The newly chosen family for the Acton home will be introduced for the first time as well.
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Scrip - help yourself, help SACC
Scrip is back!
Order gift cards now
from a variety of retailers,
and give to SACC at the
same time!
Scrip is a very easy fundraiser for our church. All
you have to do is purchase gift cards (for yourself or for gifts), and
SACC receives a percentage of each card sold.

This season you can go to
www.ShopwithScrip.com
and click "Create Account" in the green famil y s i g n up b o x .
Fill in the information
and click "I accept."
Enter enrollment code:
2D8FLAF528664.You
can peruse the list of retailers and choose the
ones you'd like. To pay

you can make out a check
to SACC or pay online.
All orders MUST be received by June 16 in order to have gift cards
ready for Christmas.
If you have any questions, please call or email
me. 978.
kvoellmann@yahoo.com

Pics from our Annual Rummage/Bake Sale

“Summer's
lease hath all
too short a
date.”
― William
Shakespeare
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