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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
The past few weeks have challenged my faith. By that, I
don’t mean that what I believe
has been shaken – for I don’t
consider my faith to be based
on “believing” certain things.
My faith is about a path, a
journey, a choice to live in a
certain way – a way that is
awake and alive to the divine.
So what do I mean that my
faith has been “challenged”? I
mean that the way of Jesus that
I try to follow – the way of
compassion, forgiveness, justice, peace and hope – has
been put to the test in a big
way. I think it has for all of us.
On Monday, April 15, a friend
alerted me to the events happening in downtown Boston. I
turned on the radio, and I imagined the worst. A week later
we gained some “resolution”,
though it seems that our anger,
confusion and anxiety remain.
What will we do with these
emotions? How will we interact with our Muslim brothers
and sisters? How will we place
the fear of our hearts into the
rational context of our heads,
remembering that there are far
more dangerous things that
standing on a city street? And
as British journalist Michael
Cohen wrote on Saturday:
“The same day of the marathon bombing in Boston, 11
Americans were murdered by

guns. The pregnant Breshauna
Jackson was killed in Dallas,
allegedly by her boyfriend. In
Richmond, California, James
Tucker III was shot and killed
while riding his bicycle. Nigel
Hardy, a 13-year-old boy in
Palmdale, California, who was
being bullied in school, took
his own life. He used the gun
that his father kept at home.
And in Brooklyn, New York,
an off-duty police officer used
her department-issued Glock
9mm handgun to kill herself,
her boyfriend and her one-year
old child. At the same time
that investigators were in the
midst of a high-profile manhunt for the marathon bombers that ended on Friday evening, 38 more Americans – with
little fanfare – died from gun
violence. One was a 22-year
old resident of Boston. They
are a tiny percentage of the
3,531 Americans killed by guns
in the past four months – a
total that surpasses the number
of Americans who died on
9/11 and is one fewer than the
number of US soldiers who
lost their lives in combat operations in Iraq. Yet, none of this
daily violence was considered
urgent enough to motivate
Congress to impose a mild,
commonsense restriction on
gun purchasers.”
I share this article with you not

to stir up a “political” reaction
(but if you are feeling a reaction to it, I urge you to come
and speak with me directly)
and not in any way to suggest
that the acts of April 15 were
anything less than monstrous. I
share it to demonstrate how
our anger and fears can be
both founded and irrational,
narrow and true, justified and
ungrounded, all at the same
time. And amongst it all we
remember Jesus on the cross,
dying a painful death by crucifixion, saying, “Father, forgive
them.” What lesson do we take
from that?! Can we who claim
to follow Jesus really turn the
other cheek, pray for our enemies, and take the plank out of
our own eye? What do the lessons of Jesus mean for us at
this moment in time, with all
that we are feeling? I pray:
God help us. Indeed, my faith
has been shaken… because
this faith of ours is supremely
challenging.
We need one another to follow
such a way. We need community to hold each other accountable and lift each other
up and offer prayers and meals
and love. We cannot do this
alone. I am grateful for each
one of you, especially in this
time.
-Katrina
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From the Diaconate
Spring is here and all
who ordered bulbs
through the Flower
Power Fund raiser
should have received
them by now and are
anxiously waiting to
plant them. I know I
am. Thank you so much
Jessica for organizing
that. And now we look
to May. Christina’s last
day with us is May

12th. Be sure to let her
know how much we
have enjoyed having her
with us. The Appraisal
Day is May 18th and I
know none of us want to
miss that. On May 19th
we celebrate our confirmands. We are truly
blessed to be part of
such a wonderful community. Please be sure
to contact your deacon if

you have any requests or
special needs. Also, if
you are available to Usher or Greet on any Sunday, be sure to put your
name on the sign-up
sheet on the bulletin
board in the vestry.
Thank you and blessings
to you all.
Jane Logee
Diaconate Chair

Congregational Board
“Yesterday is
history, tomorrow is a
mystery, today is a gift
of God, which
is why we

The Board has done a lot
of work this past month
on several projects. With
our SACC Green initiative,
we have completed our
energy audit, and are now
awaiting a report on costs
to convert our furnace
from fuel oil to natural
gas. The Board will review
the report, and if approved, we will present
this to the congregation
for a vote at Annual Meeting in June.

call it the
present.”
― Bil Keane
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Our Postcard mailing was
sent to all members and
friends on our SACC mailing list. This first postcard announced details on
our Pot Roast Dinner, our
Rummage and Bake Sale,
and our upcoming Appraisal Day. If any members have names they wish
to add to our list
(neighbors, friends, or relatives who may be interested in activities at SACC)

please contact me or
Katrina, and we will see
they are added to our evergrowing list.
Also
under
our
“visioning” work, we have
signed up for a booth at
the West Acton Oktoberfest, to be held the second
Saturday of October. We
are planning several activities centered around children, with prizes of balloons to all who visit our
booth.
Our 2nd Saturday planning is continuing, with a
small group now working
on a wide range of ideas
for this exciting new program. The idea is to make
these events as varied as
possible, so we can attract
a diverse group of folks
who may be interested in a
specific topic, or music
style, or author, or whatever we decide to present on

the 2nd Saturday of each
month, starting in September.
Finally, we are close to redesigning our Library, with
new comfortable chairs,
small tables, and bookcases. Our goal is to create a
more comfortable space
for meetings, and also a
space where people can
come to sit and reflect, or
simply to read, or relax. We hope to have the
new furniture in place
soon, in time for our Appraisal Day.
As I have said before, we
have a number of openings on various committees, so if you have an interest in helping to grow
SACC, please don’t hesitate contact me.
Curt Logee
Chair

Worship in May
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May 5 at 10:30am – New Members, Katrina preaching, Communion
May 5 at 5:30pm/6:00pm – Bread & Spirit (supper & worship)
May 12 – Christina preaching
May 19 – Confirmation Sunday, Pentecost, Katrina preaching
May 26 – All-ages Worship, Katrina leading

Bread & Spirit
Join us for this informal,
interactive, contemplative
worship. The service is at
6:00pm, with a simple supper shared immediately
beforehand, at 5:30pm.
(The supper is free, and
there is no need to bring

anything!) Come and experience the fellowship and a
different form of worship.
This month’s “Bread &
Spirit” Service will be on
May 5. Join us!
“You may say
I'm a dreamer,

Reception of New Members
We will be welcoming new
members into our church
family on Sunday, May 5
during worship. Becoming
a member is not only a
spiritual step – saying
“yes” to continuing your
spiritual journey in this

place – it also gives one
“official” membership
privileges of voting at our
Congregational Meetings
and participating fully in
our life together. If you
are interested in becoming
a member of SACC on

but I'm not the
May 5 please speak with
Katrina as soon as possible!

only one. I
hope someday
you'll join us.
And the world
will live as
one.”
― John Lennon

Mark Your Calendars
June 2: SACC Annual Meeting
June 16: Sunday School leads Worship
June 23 at 9:30am: Begin joint services with Boxboro at SACC
MA RK INGS
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Confirmation 2012-2013

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

The big day is almost
here! Our very last confirmation gathering
with all youth and mentors will be Sunday,
May 5 from 2-5:30pm.

Then, on May 19, we
will celebrate the Rite
of Confirmation with
those young people
who choose to make
the important step of

affirming their baptism
and becoming a member of the church.
Come celebrate with us!

Grades 5-8 Youth Group Cookout
Join us for an end-ofyear party at the Lacroix's house in Littleton on Sunday, June
2! We'll have an afternoon cookout and play

“Hope
Smiles from the
threshold of the
year to come,
Whispering 'it will
be happier'...”
― Alfred
Tennyson

next year. Details to
follow via email, or
speak with Dulcey or
Gary Lacroix or Katrina.

Healthy SACC Cookbook
At last years Healthy
Living discussion,
some of us thought it
would be a nice idea to
put together a new
SACC cookbook with
a “healthy” twist to it.
We are looking for
contributions to this
effort – contributions
of all sorts.
Knowing that SACC is
home to the best cooks
on the planet, this is
sure to be a successful
endeavor.
We would like contributions of your favorite gluten-free, or vege-
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games in their backyard. Don't miss this
fun time to hang out
and see each other before the summer. We'll
also talk about ideas for

tarian, or sugar free or
WHATEVER healthtype angle you have on
a recipe OR – if you
have a delicious recipe
that is not particularly
healthy, send it in and
we will adapt it with
healthier ingredients.
We plan to personally
test any such adaptations we make before
publishing them, just
to make sure they work
– anyone interested in
joining us for this delicious work?
Please contact the
committee members

for more details or ideas – Linsey Hurley 978
-266-0055 or Nancy
Tarquinio 978-2637398, Doris Banatoski
978-897-6877 or Pam
Rogers 978-263-6543 –
and please send your
recipes to Pam at: Rogers989@verizon.net.

Celebrate Christina!
We have been blessed
to have Christina Williams serving and learning among us for the
past two years. Christina is about to complete
two years of field education at SACC for her

Masters of Divinity degree at Andover Newton
Theological
School. Christina has
given a great deal to us,
and she has received a
great deal from all of
you in return. Her last
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Sunday with us will be
May 12. Please join us
on this Sunday to hear
her preach, celebrate
her ministry with us,
and wish her well!

“Last Sunday” Rehearsal
Do you sing? Play guitar?
Do multimedia? Want to
share a story? Or have
ideas for our “Last Sunday” worship service?
Then join Ed and Katrina

the last Wednesday of
every month to plan for
the subsequent “Last
Sunday” service. We’ll
meet May 22 at 6:00pm.

“The things
you do for
yourself are

Jesus Book Group
We continue to discuss
Marcus Borg’s Jesus: Uncovering the Life, Teachings, and Relevance of a
Religious Revolutionary.
The next gathering is
Wednesday, May 22, from
7-8:30pm in the church
library. We’ll discuss chap-

ters 6 & 7 of the book
(copies are available on
the table in the vestry).
You are most welcome to
join us, even if you have
missed the previous sessions! See Katrina with
any questions.

April Cleaning Teams
5/4
5/11
5/18
5/25
6/1

gone when
you are gone,
but the things
you do for
others remain
as your
legacy.”
― Kalu
Ndukwe Kalu

Pam Roger’s Team
Bill Klauer’s Team
Tom Porcher’s Team
Angela Aaronson’s Team
Marilyn Dow’s Team
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Piano Recital in Boston by Ed Rosser
Dear all,
It’s been a long time since
I’ve given a solo piano
recital, and I finally decided to
take the
plunge:
I’ve rented a
beautiful and intimate hall
in Boston, and would like
to see it filled with my
friends, especially my
friends from church.
Here, then are the de“Maybe
everyone
can live
beyond what
they're
capable of.”
― Markus
Zusak, I am
the

tails:
When: Sunday, May 19th,
at 3:00 pm
Where: The Goethe Institut of Boston, 170 Beacon Street
Admission by Donation
It’s a nice hall, in one of
Boston’s old brownstones... room for around
80 people, so it is small
and elegant. There will be

SACC Appraisal Day ~ May 18, 2013
Come to an Appraisal Day
on Saturday, May 18th
from 10 am to 3 pm at
SACC. Bring items to be
verbally appraised by Skinner, Inc. The cost is $15
per item appraised, or three
items for $40. The appraisal day is “general,” meaning
that you can bring items
from virtually all-collecting
areas: porcelain, pottery,
toys, dolls, silver, paintings,
furniture and rugs. Skinner

requests that you omit
coins, stamps, jewelry and
musical instruments.
In addition to the appraisals
we will have a bake sale,
soups & salads for lunch,
and several fabulous raffle
items. On May 18th to
bring your treasures to
SACC; don’t be shy – invite
your friends to bring their
treasures too!

Messenger

Friday Coffee with Katrina
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a reception afterwards....
I would love to see many
of you there! And please
bring your friends!
Best, Ed

Join Katrina and other
SACC folks at the Boston
Bean House in Maynard
(across from the CVS) on
Friday mornings between
9:30am and 11:00am. Stop
by to share your thoughts,
ideas or concerns, or just
enjoy the fellowship! Remember that you can also

make an appointment to
speak with Katrina confidentially; just email her or
call the church office to
arrange a time. (Please
note that the final Friday
Coffee before the summer
will be June 21.)

We are still looking for people who would be willing to
print a few programs on
their color printers and
people who would be willing to loan SACC a card
table for the set up. If you
have any questions or if you
would like to help with this
event please contact Jessica
Nelson at 978-897-1784 or
gjnelson123@verizon.net.
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Mass Conference UCC Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of
the Massachusetts Conference of the United
Church of Christ will be
held on June 14th and
15th in Sturbridge
Mass at the Sturbridge
Host Hotel and Conference Center. The meeting times are Friday 4:00
– 9:00 PM and Saturday
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM. It is

tradition at SACC to
send one or two delegates to this meeting , to
represent our church,
and to help conduct the
business of our Massachusetts Conference. The
attendees are also
charged with reporting
back to SACC on the
various issues before the
Mass Conference, and

the results of the meetings in Sturbridge.
If you are interested in
attending, please contact
Curt or Jane Logee, or
Katrina, or go to
www.macucc.org for
complete details and registration information.

Women Build - May 6-11, 2013
“Hope is a
waking
dream.”
― Aristotle

Women Build is Habitat's
volunteer program for
women who want to
learn construction skills,
and build homes and
communities. No experience is necessary. If you
don't have any construction skills, don't worry!
Many women come to
Women Build sites with
no construction skills at
all and still make a great
impact. Professionals will
be on-site to provide instruction and guidance. In
addition, Lowe's helps by
offering a workshop
about drywall installation

on April 9, 2013 from
5:30 to 7:00 at the Leominster Store. If you are
interested in this program, please contact
Clare Anderson-Felton,
Coordinator of Volunt e e r s ,
a t
Clare@ncmhabitat.org.
Women Build week is
also a fund raiser. We ask
the participants to donate
$25 if th ey c an .
(Sponsoring one or more
women from your church
may be a mission opportunity.) To participate in a
day (or more), you sign

up at our web site,
www.ncmhabitat.org, by
clicking on the Volunteer
Up logo.
If you would like to support the Women Build
effort, but are not an outside person, we will need
lunches for the workers.
Last year several church
women's group provide a
lunch as a group project.
You can volunteer for
this at our website, ,
www.ncmhabitat.org, by
clicking on the Volunteer
Up logo.

Looking for Live-In Companion
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Live-in companion wanted for our sweet Addie
Progen in Acton. Upstairs
bedroom available in exchange of meeting her
needs. Which include:

seeing that she gets up
and dressed for the day,
that her am and pm medicines are taken as well
and her am & pm meal
eaten. Would still be able

to work a full time job.
For more info please contact Deb, her daughter, at
978-501-4868, or speak
with Katrina for more
information.

