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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

The other day, I was 
thinking about the liturgi-
cal seasons of Advent and 
Lent – about how they 
can feel similar. Both 
church seasons can feel 
somber, dark and reflec-
tive. Both include the col-
or purple in the sanctuary. 
Both have hymns that 
lean towards the minor 
key. But Lent is not 
Advent; we’re about to 
enter a very different 
time in a couple of 
weeks. So what is the 
difference? How should 
our focus shift in the 
Lenten season? Into 
what does this season 
invite us?  
 
Advent is about wait-
ing, anticipation and ex-
pectation. For me, it is 
closely tied to the natural 
rhythms of life, to the 
winter solstice and the 
still, darkness that falls in 
December. It is holding 
onto hope through shad-
ows. It is an edge-of-your-
seat sort of journey. In 
contrast, Lent feels like an 

invitation to something 
new, more of a personal 
journey towards resurrec-
tion. One of the tradition-
al readings to begin the 
season is Jesus heading 
into the wilderness for 
forty days. The wilderness 
is not necessarily a dark 

place, or a scary place, or 
a hopeless place. The wil-
derness is just a new 
place, a place that may be 
stripped down, simple and 
focused. Heading into the 
wilderness is often a time 
of self-discovery and 
growth. (Have you no-
ticed that a couple of 
books have come out re-

cently about people’s solo 
backpacking trips, and 
their subsequent transfor-
mation?) The church sea-
sons exist to help us cre-
ate a structure to make 
such journeys into the un-
known. 
 
So let’s take the wilder-
ness as our starting point 
for Lent. On Ash 
Wednesday, may those 
ashes usher us into a new 
and open place where we 
might come to know our-
selves – and the divine 
within – in new ways. 
Perhaps you will embark 
on a spiritual journey of 
your own. Welcome to 
Lent, and happy travels!  
 
Blessings! 
-Katrina  
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Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany are now be-
hind us and Lent and 
Easter are fast approach-
ing. Ash Wednesday is 
February 13th. I grew up 
in a tradition where we 
“gave up something” for 
Lent. I have often used 
this as a forced diet and 
sometimes it works, but 
I think if giving some-
thing up for Lent is to be 
meaningful, maybe one 
or all of the following 
would be a better idea. If 
there are some on the list 
that you feel you need to 
work on, maybe Lent is a 

good time to try. I know 
there are several that I 
could work on! 
 
Give up complaining-
focus on gratitude,  
Give up harsh judgments
-think kind thoughts, 
Give up discouragement-
be full of hope,  
Give up bitterness-turn 
to forgiveness, 
Give up hatred-return 
good for evil,  
Give up anger-be more 
patient 
Give up pettiness-
become mature,  
Give up jealousy-pray 

for trust 
Give up gossiping-
control your tongue, 
Give up sin-turn to vir-
tue 
Give up giving up-
persevere 
 
This list came from an-
other church newsletter 
and was from an anony-
mous source. It seemed 
like something worth 
sharing. 
 
Blessings, 
Jane Logee 
Diaconate Chair 

We have concluded our 
Stewardship Campaign, 
and on behalf of the entire 
Board, we send a special 
thank you to Judy 
McKendry and her team 
for a great job this year. 
With no Stewardship 
Chair, Judy stepped up and 
did a ton of extra work, 
including managing a sec-
ond offering letter, and 
deserves all our praise and 
thanks. 
 
And another special thank 
you goes to our Treasurer 
Gary Lacroix. His tireless 
efforts, over many weeks, 
helped guide us and in-
form us as to the financial 
situation at SACC. He of-
fered clear and detailed 
information on our financ-
es, and prepared and deliv-
ered our budget for 2013. 

Please join us in saying 
thank you to both Gary 
and Judy. 
 
The Board will now turn 
its attention to our Vision-
ing for the future, and 
steps we can take to help 
grow our church. Our 
meeting this month will 
focus solely on sharpening 
our plans for activities for 
the remainder of this 
church year, and into next 
year as well. We have re-
ceived a suggestion from 
Martha Rounds to try a 
“Capital Campaign-style” 
program, to help bring in 
new members. I spoke 
about this idea at our an-
nual budget meeting earlier 
this month. After that 
meeting, several of you 
told me this is an idea 
worth looking into, and 

that you would support 
such a “social campaign” 
to help our church grow. 
We will examine this pro-
posal, and call a special 
meeting in February, 
where all members of 
SACC can attend, and 
bring their suggestions and 
ideas, to see if this pro-
gram is something we are 
willing to do. 
 
As always, we are search-
ing for members of our 
congregation to join us. 
We have openings on vari-
ous committees, so if you 
have an interest in helping 
in any capacity, please con-
tact me or any member of 
the Board. 
 
Curt Logee 
 

 

“Dear God, I 

wanna take a 

minute not to 

ask anything 

from You, but 

simply to 

thank You for 

all I have”  

― Anonymous 
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“Legalism says 

God will love 

us if we 

change. The 

gospel says 

God will 

change us 

because He 

loves us.”  

― Tullian 

Tchividjian 

 

Worship in February & March 
Feb 3  Communion; Katrina preaching. 

Feb 10  Transfiguration Sunday; Christina preaching 

Feb 10  Bread & Spirit (supper, then worship) at 5:30pm & 6pm 

Feb 13  Ash Wednesday at 7:30pm 

Feb 17  First Sunday of  Lent; All-ages service; Karen Hodges leading 

Feb 24  Second Sunday of  Lent; Katrina preaching 

March 3  Third Sunday of  Lent; Communion; Katrina preaching. 

March 3  Bread & Spirit (supper, then worship) at 5:30pm & 6pm 

March 10  Fourth Sunday of  Lent; Christina preaching  *daylight savings*  

March 17  Fifth Sunday of  Lent; Katrina preaching 

March 24  Palm Sunday; Katrina preaching 

March 28  Maundy Thursday at 7:30pm 

March 31  Easter Sunrise at Great Hill at 6:00am 

March 31  Easter Sunday; All-ages service at 10:30am 

Bread & Spirit: The Mountaintop 
Join us for our informal, 
interactive, SACC Band-
led worship. The service is 
at 6:00pm, with a simple 
supper shared immediately 
beforehand, at 5:30pm. 
(The supper is free, and 
there is no need to bring 
anything!) The supper and 

the service are for kids, 
teens, adults, families, sin-
gle folks… everyone! 
Come and experience the 
fellowship and a different 
form of worship. This 
month’s “Bread & Spirit” 
Service will be on Febru-
ary 10, the Transfiguration 

– the day we read the story 
of Jesus and the disciples 
on the mountaintop. Has 
our spiritual journey 
brought us to a mountain-
top? How do we manage 
the journey back down the 
mountain?! 

Mark Your Calendars 
March 9 Potluck Supper & Variety Show 
March 17  St Patrick’s Day Pancake Breakfast (hosted by mission trip team) 
April 27 Rummage & Bake Sale 
April 28  Mission Trip Youth lead worship 
May 12 Christina’s last day 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

“Riches take 

wings, comforts 

vanish, hope 

withers away,but 

love stays with 

us. Love is God.”  

― Lew Wallace, 

Ben-Hur 
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February Cleaning Teams 
2/2    Angela Aaronson’s Team 
2/9 Jane Epstein’s Team 
2/16 Judy Hodge’s Team 
2/23 Becky Hadden’s Team 
3/2 Marilyn Dow’s Team 

Confirmation 2012-2013 
In February, confirm-
ands and mentors will 
explore Ash Wednesday 
and the season of Lent. 
We’ll gather at the 
church at 6:00pm to 

have a pizza supper and 
discussion (please bring 
$5) and then we’ll at-
tend the 7:30pm Ash 
Wednesday service to-
gether. Any questions 

about the schedule? 
Just ask Joan Fischer or 
Katrina.  

Youth Mission Trip 
Ten of us look forward 
to our April mission 
trip! Thanks to all of 
you who donated baked 
goods for our sale at the 
coffeehouse. We raised 
over $200 towards the 

trip! Thanks also to 
Ginny, whose soup sale 
raised over $50 for the 
trip! Mark your calen-
dars for the mission trip 
team’s St Patrick’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast, 

March 17. Enjoy a great 
breakfast, have fun, and 
support the mission trip 
all at the same time. 
What could be better?! 

5th - 8th Grade Youth 
Join us on Sunday, 
February 10th from 
2:00 – 4:00 pm at the 
church to make Valen-
tine’s Day cookies, to 
keep or give away. 
Please RSVP to Susan 
Hipsky at 978-844-0239 
orsfhipsky@gmail.com. 

Sugar cookie dough and 
decorations will be pro-
vided, but feel free to 
bring your own if you 
have something special 
in mind. 



Upcoming Fundraisers for SACC 
SACC Vacation Getaways – This year we will again continuing to conduct silent auc-
tions of vacation properties held by SACC families.  What could be better than spending 
the same money you would spend for a getaway but with the money benefiting SACC?   
Look for more information in coming weeks on where vacations will be offered.  If 
YOU would like to donate your vacation property as well, let Gary Lacroix know.   We 
will be conducting bidding through the date of the Rummage Sale so you will have plen-
ty of time to make your plans for the Summer.   
 
 
 
 
Antique Appraisal Day – Jessica Nelson will be bringing Skinner Appraisals back to 
appraise your heirlooms again this year.  This was a really fun FUNdraiser when we did 
it in 2010 – a great opportunity to see if your heirlooms are priceless or worth less.  Date 
and location are still to be determined so stay on the lookout for more information.  We 
WILL need help with advertising, set up, food prep, and more so be sure to let Jessica 
know If you are willing to help out! 

Friday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks at the Boston 
Bean House in Maynard 
(across from the CVS) 
every Friday morning be-
tween  9 : 30am  and 
11:00am. Stop by to share 
your thoughts, ideas or 
concerns, or just enjoy the 
fellowship! Remember that 

you can also make an ap-
pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
email her or call the 
church office to arrange a 
time. (Please note that 
Katrina will be at a semi-
nary at Andover-Newton 
Theological School all day 
on February 1, so will not 

be available for coffee.) 

 

 “If you have 

never known 

the power of 

God's love, 

then maybe 

it is because 

you have 

never asked 

to know it - 

I mean 

really asked, 

expecting an 

answer.”  

― Frederick 

Buechner, 

The 

Magnificent 

Defeat 
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Growing SACC Planning Meeting 
Don’t we have an amaz-
ing little church?! We are 
welcoming, authentic, 
spiritually rich, full of hu-
mor, theologically pro-
gressive – don’t you want 
to spread the word to 
others? At our January 
Budget Meeting, our 
Board Chair, Curt Logee, 

introduced the idea of 
embarking on a formal 
“campaign” to get the 
word our about our con-
gregation (something we 
have always been shy 
about doing!). How can 
we invite people in? How 
can we increase our visi-
bility? How can we make 

inviting friends and 
neighbors easier? If you 
are interested in working 
on this “growth cam-
paign” please come to a 
meeting on Wednesday, 
February 20 at 7:00pm. 
If you have questions or 
ideas, feel free to speak 
with Curt or Katrina. 
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“Too much of 

anything is 

dangerous 

unless it's 

God's Love.”  

― Reign 

 

SACC Financials 
Hello SACC, 
This is to give you an up-
date on how SACC did 
fiscally last year and how 
things are looking for 
2013.   
There is much to be proud 
of with our lovely church.  
Over the past three years, 
through very trying eco-
nomic times, we have 
made it through carrying a 
deficit of only $2800.  Spe-
cifically last year, we did 
better than what was pro-
jected.  Last year’s budget 
projected a deficit of 
$8700 but we ended the 
year with a deficit of 
$4600. The improved fis-
cal outlook was due to our 
primary income – pledges 
and other contributions 
from church visitors - be-
ing $1800 more than had 
been projected, and no 
major unexpected expens-
es with Katrina’s health 
care insurance not going 
up as had been projected.   
 

In 2013 we will continue 
to face fiscal challenges.  
After the initial pledges 
came in we were looking 
at a deficit of over $24,000 
with 25% of our members 
having reduced their 
pledges for a number of 
reasons (retirement, kids 
in college, loss of jobs).  In 
the face of this news, the 
Congregational Board had 
a vigorous debate as to 
whether to ask members 
to consider increasing 
their pledges.  We ulti-
mately decided to do so 
mainly to ensure that all 
members were well-
informed of our fiscal situ-
ation.  As of the budget 
meeting on 6 January, our 
pledge income increased 
enough to reduce our defi-
cit to $16,150.  Now that 
all responses are in I am 
even happier to report that 
our pledges numbers grew 
even more.  We now have 
5 additional pledgers (now 
up to 72) with our total 

projected pledge income = 
$112,173 ($800 higher 
than last year’s pledge in-
come budget).  The net 
impact is that our budget 
deficit has been reduced to 
a more ‘manageable’ 
$12,600 for 2013.   
 
As I indicated at the budg-
et meeting, deficits of this 
size are not sustainable in 
the long term health of the 
church.  The best strategy 
towards sustained financial 
heath is to bring more 
members into this won-
derful church.  So look for 
more on this subject from 
the Congregational Board 
as we collectively respond 
to the challenges that we 
face as we have to others 
in the past – with faith, 
support for each other, 
and good humor.   
 
Gary Lacroix 
Treasurer 

 

A Little Less Squeamish About Jesus 
A Book Study 
Whether you feel squeam-
ish about Jesus or just 
want to learn more about 
him -- historically, biblical-
ly, theologically, personally 
-- come and continue our 

wonderful Jesus discussion 
with a book by renowned 
Jesus scholar Marcus Borg. 
We'll gather Wednesday, 
February 27 at 7pm (with 
another meeting or two to 
be determined by the 
group) to discuss Jesus: 

Uncovering the Life, 
Teachings, and Relevance 
of a Religious Revolution-
ary.  



Thank you... 

Thank you, SACC Movers. 
I want to thank the SACC Movers who came out on a cold winter day to move me out 
of one third floor apartment into another third floor apartment across town. 
My moving team included Jim, Anna, Peter, Joan, Bill, Kirby, Curt, Steve and Becky. 
All my worldly goods were safely in the new place by 11:30am, even though I was not 
finished packing when they arrived. 
And a very special thank to you Christie, Desi and Lois who let my cats stay with them 
until the move was complete. 
I am so blessed to have a community with you in it. 
Kelly Donahue 

 

 

“God is 

Love”  

― 

Anonymous 
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Christian Education 
Sunday school is back in 
the swing of things with 
our new unit of ‘Jesus 
feeds 5000’.  The children 
are learning the story of 
the miracle of the loaves 
and fishes through art, 
drama, bible games, sci-
ence and cooking.  Each 
week we explore the story 
in a new way and under-
stand the lessons God 
has for us.  We continue 
with Jesus and the 5000 
through mid February 
after which we begin our 
next unit of ‘Jesus Walk-
ing on Water’.   
This curriculum, which is 
new for us this year, has 
two great benefits.   First 
it allows the children to 

fully explore a bible les-
son over several weeks 
and in a number of ways.  
This not only leads to a 
deeper understanding, 
but also gives many op-
portunities for children to 
learn in styles that suit 
them.   Second, this cur-
riculum gives the oppor-
tunity for anyone to 
teach.  The lessons are 
simple and can be taught 
with little preparation.   
The lesson plan (which 
can be used as a script) 
gives the teacher the 
questions to ask, the 
prayers to share and the 
project to do.    
That being said, we need 
more teachers.  You don’t 

need to sign up for the 
year,  a month or a unit.   
Try one Sunday, with a 
subject that interests you 
(science, art, drama, 
cooking, games).   Unfor-
tunately, we have a small 
handful of folks teaching 
each week (many of 
which don’t have children 
in Sunday school), and we 
need some help.  So 
please consider putting 
your name down on the 
sign-up sheet in the ves-
try or sending me an e-
mail. 
 
Thank you,   
Dulcey Lacroix 

To S.A.C.C. Many thanks 
for the delicious Christ-
mas cookies delivered by 
my deacon, Steve Had-
den, and Becky. The 
cookies didn't last long!  
 Barbara Walsh  

Last Sunday, Ginny stopped by to deliver a cou-
ple of beautiful personalized throw pillows. We 
were totally surprised and speechless. We don't 
know who all was involved, but we do recognize 
the prayer shawl group's input and we do appre-
ciate it so very much. So to all we wish you a mil-
lion thanks, a Happy New Year, and to all a good 
night.  
THANK YOU, LUV, JUNE & ART  


