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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
Today as I write this, it is
one week before Christmas. Usually, I find this
last week of Advent surprisingly rich and full –
full of candles and liturgy
and singing through all
the carols in my head as I
plan the services. The poetry of the scriptures fills
me – “and she laid him in
a manger… shepherds
keeping watch over their
flocks by night… there,
ahead of them, went the
star.” I lay out the costumes for the Children’s
Christmas Eve service,
giggling as I picture the
mayhem of toddling angels and sheep that will
soon be there. I imagine
the sound and thrill of
singing Silent Night in the
dark sanctuary, our expectant faces illuminated
by glowing candles. And
soon, another year of
Christmastide will have
passed, culminating on
January 6th when we shall
gather on Epiphany,
Three Kings Day.

At Christmas we affirm
that God is with us, that
in a mysterious way God
is revealed in a human being, that God chose to
come not as a wealthy,
powerful king but as a
poor baby, visited first by
outcast shepherds.
Whether we consider
these things to be true or
to be “true”, they speak
volumes about the priorities and values of our
faith. And this year, as we
celebrate Christmas in the
shadow of death, our
proclamations seem more
urgent. There are twentyseven families who are
grieving unimaginably this
Christmas. And we all
grieve – for Newtown,
but also for our own
loved ones we’ve lost, for
our own sufferings, our
own disappointments.
Every new loss churns up
an old one. Christmas is
powerful not because it
asks us to rejoice with
forced merriment around
the eggnog bowl, but because it touches on our

places of deepest pain and
longing. It affirms that
God is with us, no matter
what. It affirms that God
comes in the night and
the shadows. It affirms
that we are not alone,
whatever may come. God
is not a puppeteer who
can remove death, suffering and illness from our
lives; God is that everpresent, powerful, surprising source of love that
will bear us through and
open us to the beauty in
the present moment.
May the light shine for
you. May God’s grace be
known to you. May your
heart be stretched wide to
receive, even in the midst
of pain. Arise – for your
light has come!
-Katrina
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From the Diaconate
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The shortest day of the
year has come and gone.
Now, “little hands of
light begin to push back
the edges of darkness
minute by minute.” (a
quote from one of my
favorite children’s books
by Jean Craighead
George).
The Deacons once again
decorated cookies during
our December meeting
then delivered them to

Darkness
cannot drive
out darkness;
only light can
do that. Hate
cannot drive
out hate; only love can do
that.
Martin Luther

who worked to make all
of these happen. And
thanks to all who attended.
I wish you all Happy,
Healthy and Blessed
2013.
Jane Logee
Diaconate Chair

Congregational Board
A lot of our work this
month has been centered
around our Church Budget. At our December meeting, we reviewed our
Treasurer Gary Lacroix’s
proposed 2013 budget,
and discussed our church
finances. We decided that
a “second offering” letter
would be sent, detailing
our church expenses, and
our looming deficit, and
asking members to review
their pledges with the
hopes that those of us
who can, will increase their
giving to SACC in 2013.
All members of the Congregational Board have
agreed to increase their
pledges, and it is our hope
you will join us, to help
put SACC on a better fi-
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those in our church who
we thought might need a
bit of cheer. The annual
caroling, pot luck and
barn dance was a fabulous evening. Thanks to
all. In fact, all of our holiday events were meaningful and fun. The storytelling and longest
night service, Ed’s concert the Christmas pageant to name a few.
Thank you to everyone

nancial footing going forward.
In conjunction with that
discussion, we also reviewed both fund-raising
plans and outreach plans
for 2013. Jessica Nelson
has been working on organizing another Appraisal
Day for this Spring, and
we are making plans to
expand that day to include
more baked goods, and
possibly offering a lunch,
to help raise more money
from that one-day effort.
And, we also are planning
a more concerted effort on
our outreach into the community, to let people know
who SACC is and what
our mission is all about.
This effort will include

more publicity, and more
activity in our community,
to make ourselves more
visible to our neighbors.
With this increased effort,
it is our hope we can attract more people to our
doors, who in turn can
help in our mission to
serve others.
As always, we are searching for members of our
congregation to join us in
this work. We have openings on various committees, so if you have an interest in helping, in any
capacity, please contact me
or any member of the
board.
Curt Logee

Worship in January
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Jan 6: Epiphany; Communion; Christina preaching
Jan 6 at 5:30pm & 6pm: Bread & Spirit (supper, then worship)
Jan 13: Katrina preaching
Jan 20: Katrina preaching
Jan 27: Last Sunday Worship

Squeamish About Jesus?
When people talk about
Jesus, do you get a tad uncomfortable? When you
hear the phrase “Jesus
Christ, my personal Lord
and Savior” do you want
to run screaming from the
room? Are you puzzled by
the difference between
“Jesus” and “Christ” and
“Jesus Christ”? Does Jesus
talk just seem too… well,
Jesus-y? If so, you are not

alone! Conservative and
Evangelical Christianity
have controlled the meaning of ‘Jesus’ for a long
time, causing many of us
to feel that we must
“believe in” or “worship”
Jesus. While these are perfectly fine expressions of
Christian devotion, they
are not necessary. We’ll
explore all these issues,
share our own squeamish-

ness, and wonder about
where it comes from. No
question is too dumb! No
concern is too weird! We’ll
gather on Wednesday,
January 16 and 23 at
7:00pm, at Kim Swan’s
home in Maynard. (With
more meetings if the
group desires.) If you are
interested, please RSVP to
Katrina:
katrina2332@yahoo.com.

Bread & Spirit
Join us for our informal,
interactive, SACC Bandled worship. The service is
at 6:00pm, with a simple
supper shared immediately
beforehand, at 5:30pm.
(The supper is free, and
there is no need to bring
anything!) The supper and
the service are for kids,
teens, adults, families, sin-

It is during our
darkest
moments that
we must focus
to see the
light.

gle folks… everyone!
Come and experience the
fellowship and a different
form of worship. This
month’s “Bread & Spirit”
Service will be on January
6, Epiphany! We’ll celebrate the journey of the
Magi and the guiding star
that led their way.

Aristotle
Onassis

Budget & Bagels
Calling all SACC members! Gather downstairs
on Sunday, January 6 at
9am for coffee and bagels, and to review, dis-

cuss and vote upon our
church budget for 2013.
Come participate in our
congregational process
and learn where our mon-

ey comes from and what
we spend it on. This is
OUR church; come and
be part of how our ministry happens!
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Confirmation 2012-2013

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

In January, our confirmands will gather for
a meeting on January
13 from 4-5:30pm to
continue our exploration of such minor top-

ics as the nature of God
and the truth of the
bible. Confirmands and
mentors will meet together on Sunday, January 27 from 4-

5:30pm. Any questions
about the schedule?
Just ask Joan Fischer or
Katrina.

Youth Mission Trip
Our first planning
meeting – for all youth
and adult leaders! – will
be after church on Sunday, January 6. We will
do some community
building and plan for
our first fundraising
event, providing food

for the January 12 coffeehouse! Please be
sure to bring your signup/medical form and
$100 deposit with you
to this meeting. And
remember: the trip is
open to eighth through
twelfth graders this

year! (If you did not
receive the mailing
about this years’ trip,
our apologies! Please
contact Pam Hays in
the church office and
she will send it to you.)

5th - 8th Grade Youth Group
Come forth into
the light of
things, let nature
be your teacher.
William
Wordsworth

We will be sledding if
there is favorable conditions. We will meet at
the church at 2:00 on
Sunday, January 6. Depending on how many
show up we may need
some help with transportation of youths and

sleds. We will go back to
the church for ice cream
Sundaes. If we have no
snow, we will have a
game event at the
church. The afternoon
should wrap up by 4:30.
If people have any questions they can contact

January Cleaning Teams
1/5
1/12
1/19
1/26
2/2
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Marilyn Dow’s Team
Pam Roger’s Team
Bill Klauer’s Team
Tom Porcher’s Team
Angela Aaronson’s Team

Geoff or Jessica Nelson
@ 978-897-1784.
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Music and Worship Team
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Gather with Ed and
Katrina to plan upcoming
music, including choir
anthems, hymns and special songs. We also think
creatively about the wor-

ship services, and bring in
new ideas. Everyone is
welcome to join us – the
next meeting is after
church on Sunday, January 13.

Mark Your Calendars
Words which
do not give

February 13: Ash Wednesday Service
March 9: Potluck Supper & Variety Show
March 17: St Patrick’s Day Pancake Breakfast (hosted by mission trip team)
March 24: Palm Sunday
March 31: Easter
April 27: Rummage & Bake Sale
April 28: Mission Trip Youth lead worship
May 12: Christina’s last day!
May 19: Confirmation Sunday

the light of
Christ
increase the
darkness.
Mother
Teresa

Gospel Singers Come to SACC
On Saturday, January
12 at 8:00, come and hear
the Washed-Up Beulah
Band, four young guys
who sing a rousing style
of gospel known as jubilee quartet music. These
guys are good! They're
going to be famous some

day! They sing with heart,
soul, love and humor.
Proceeds from all bake
sale goods go to support
the youth mission trip to
rebuild homes destroyed
by Hurricane Sandy. This
will be a great show for
adults and kids alike!

Friday Coffee with Katrina
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Join Katrina and other
SACC folks at the Boston
Bean House in Maynard
(across from the CVS)
every Friday morning bet we e n 9 : 3 0am an d
11:00am. Stop by to share
your thoughts, ideas or
concerns, or just enjoy the
fellowship! Remember that

you can also make an appointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially; just
email her or call the
church office to arrange a
time.

Tickets are $10 students
and seniors, $12 in advance for SACC members, and $15 at the door.
You can purchase tickets
from Martha Rounds 978
-263-7227 or martha.rounds@gmail.com.
Hope to see you there!
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Snow Team - Help Wanted
If you are interested in
joining the Snow Team to
help clear the walkways
around the church whenever it snows please contact Peter Babcock at
church or by email at

ppbabcock@comcast.net.
We work as teams with a
few folks assigned different weeks on a rotating
basis, the more volunteers, the few weeks each
person has to cover.

Spiritual Samurai
Coming in mid-February
will be a Spiritual Samurai
six-week workshop. This
will be a spiritual practices workshop that will focus on the way of the
Faith is the
strength by
which a
shattered
world shall
emerge into
the light.
Helen Keller

spiritual samurai. Being a
spiritual samurai is about
dedication and devotion
to the Master, in our case
God. So dare if you will
to embrace the way of the

Spiritual Samurai. More
details to follow. Contact
Christina Williams at 978692-5178 or christina.williams38@verizon.n
et.

Acton No Place For Hate
11th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast Celebration
Monday, January 21st at 9:00am
Congregation Beth Elohim, 133 Prospect St., Acton
Susan Naimark, author of “The Education of a White Parent” will be the featured
speaker. Ms. Naimark helps whites learn about racism by looking behind the curtain to
understand the many challenges large and small. She provides consulting services to
grassroots groups, nonprofit organizations, public school parent groups, schools and
other public agencies. For more information on Ms. Naimark’s teachings: http://
naimark.org/
Admission is free! All donations are welcome.
Info or bad weather cancellation:
Sal Lopes: 978 263-4178 or sal.t.lopes@gmail.com

Thank you...

For the yummy cookies from the Diaconate and for the
beautiful caroling music of Amber and the Junior
Choir…Art & June Taylor
Here are a couple of photos from the caroling.
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