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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

The darkness. The light. 
The stillness. The waiting. 
The greens. The candles. 
The ache of the songs. 
The purple. The longing. 
The mystery. The hope. 
The star. The wonder. 
The promise. The chal-
lenge. This is Advent. 
There is no other 
season like it. There 
is no other place but 
church to experience 
it, enter it, savor it, 
allow it to hollow 
you out and fill you 
up. There is a lovely, 
quiet tension in these 
weeks. A yearning 
touched with fear. A 
deep desire wrapped 
in grace. It is beyond 
words, really, and 
known in the ritual 
and song and waiting 
that we will do together in 
December. Advent is not 
a countdown to Christ-
mas; it has it's own logic 
and rhythm, one that is in 
direct contrast to the holi-
day pace outside. But that 
pace and that jangly mer-
riment need not snare you 

-- we have another road 
to walk. 
 
A few years ago someone 
said to me, "But couldn't 
we sing a few Christmas 
carols during Advent? I 
mean, what if someone 
visits us for the first time 

in these weeks, and it all 
seems so depressing?!" 
Fair enough question, and 
a valid concern. But I'd 
respond that we will hear 
Christmas carols at the 
GAP and CVS, in the 
dentist's office and in the 
elevator. In just a few 

days we will be smothered 
in "Christmas" (oh, okay, 
in "the holidays"). And 
the church is called to of-
fer something different. 
Come, be with us. And be 
still, and beloved and 
hoping as we await the 
L i g h t  o f  Ch r i s t . 
May the blessings of 
the season be yours, 
no matter where you 
find yourself. 
 
-Katrina 
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Congregational Board 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

      I hope that you all 
had a very blessed and 
happy Thanksgiving.  
We at SACC have a lot 
to be thankful for.  Not 
the least of these is the 
congregation itself, a 
group of loving and sup-
portive friends that can 
be counted on to be with 
us through our cares as 
well as joys.  Yes, you 
can a always call on your 
Deacon, but all of us are 
there for support when it 
is needed 
     Now we are entering 

the Advent season.  So 
many things are happen-
ing here at SACC.  Be 
sure to put all of the 
events that are listed lat-
er in Markings on your 
calendar.  They add so 
much to this blessed sea-
son.  And definitely join 
us for our annual Car-
oling/Pot Luck and Barn 
Dancing on Sunday De-
cember 9th, and bring a 
friend! We at SACC have 
so much to share!  Carol-
ing at 4 PM, Pot Luck at 
5:30 PM with Barn 

Dancing to follow 
around 6:30.  Dudley 
and Jacqueline will be 
joining us again as our 
fiddlers and callers.   
And as I mentioned ear-
lier, please contact your 
deacon if you have any 
needs or special requests.  
      Worship Deacon 
through 12/16 Bee 
Baker, 12/23 – 1/20/13 
Linsey Hurley. 
 
Jane Logee,  

Diaconate Chair 

Our work on the new 
“Green Initiative” for 
SACC has been moving 
forward rapidly, with sev-
eral action items taking 
shape. We will have an 
energy audit performed by 
MassSave within the next 
two months, that will help 
us to identify cost savings 
related to our building. In 
conjunction with this au-
dit, we hope to publicize 
our Green efforts in the 
Beacon, to let everyone 
know what is happening at 
SACC on this important 
issue. 
 
Part of our visioning pro-
cess is to inform those in 
our community about 
SACC. We are designing 
our first “postcard mailer” 
that will detail what is hap-
pening at our church dur-

ing the Advent Season. We 
will be mailing this infor-
mation card to selected 
neighborhoods in Acton 
and Maynard, as a means 
of inviting folks to join us 
for the wonderful services 
and events SACC will hold 
during Advent. 
 
We have reviewed sugges-
tions for a Memorial for 
the Pedersons, and have 
decided on two items; 
First, we will construct a 
Prayer Board, to be locat-
ed in the entry room at the 
front of the church. In 
addition, we will have 
funds available to buy new 
furniture for our library. 
We are planning to re-
design that space to allow 
for more comfortable 
meetings, in keeping with 
a “library” feel. The Board 

extends its thanks to all 
those who generously do-
nated in the name of 
George and Marge, and to 
their son Doug who guid-
ed us in our decision mak-
ing. 
 
Finally, we are also contin-
uing our search for mem-
bers to staff various com-
mittees within the church, 
as we have openings in a 
number of areas. If you 
have an interest in serving, 
please contact any member 
of the Congregational 
Board, and we will be hap-
py to answer any questions 
you may have. 
 
Curt Logee 

 

Remember, if 

Christmas is-

n't found in 

your heart, 

you won't 

find it under 

a tree."  

~ Charlotte 

Carpenter. 
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“Unless we 

make 

Christmas an 

occasion to 

share our 

blessings, all 

the snow in 

Alaska won't 

make it 

'white'."  

~ Bing Crosby 

Worship in December 
Dec 2: First Sunday of  Advent; Communion; Katrina preaching 
Dec 2 at 5:30pm & 6pm: Bread & Spirit (supper, then worship) 
Dec 9: Second Sunday of  Advent; Katrina preaching 
Dec 16: Third Sunday of  Advent; Christmas Pageant 
Dec 21 at 8:30pm: Longest Night Service 
Dec 23: Fourth Sunday of  Advent; Katrina preaching 
Dec 24 at 4:30pm: Children’s Christmas Eve Service 
Dec 24 at 7:30pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Dec 30: All-ages Carol Sing 

Christmas Eve Services 
On Christmas Eve, join us 
for one (or both!) of our 
special worship services. 
At 4:30pm we gather for a 
shorter service designed 
especially for children. 
Our junior Choir will sing, 
familiar carols sung, and 
the Christmas story will be 

acted out spontaneously 
by whoever wishes to par-
ticipate! This is a great ser-
vice for wiggly toddlers 
and fussy babies – chaotic 
and fun! At 7:30pm a dif-
ferent mood will fall over 
the sanctuary as our Can-
dlelight Service begins. 

The Senior Choir will sing 
anthems, Lessons and 
Carols will be read, and 
we’ll conclude with the 
lighting of candles.  

Bread & Spirit 

As is our tradition, we 
look forward to having 
SACC members and 
friends read the lessons at 

the 7:30pm service on 
Christmas Eve. (We will 
need about 8 readers.) If 
you are a strong and confi-

dent reader of any age, 
please speak with Katrina 
by December 16. 

Join us for our informal, 
interactive, SACC Band-
led worship. The service is 
at 6:00pm, with a simple 
supper shared immediately 
beforehand, at 5:30pm. 
(The supper is free, and 
there is no need to bring 
anything!) The supper and 

the service are for kids, 
teens, adults, families, sin-
gle folks… everyone! 
Come and experience the 
fellowship and a different 
form of worship. This 
month’s “Bread & Spirit” 
Service will be on Decem-
ber 2, and will explore 

themes of darkness and 
light as we enter the still-
ness of the Advent season. 

Readers For Christmas Eve 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

“I will honour 

Christmas in my 

heart, and try to 

keep it all the 

year."  

~ Charles Dickens 

M A R K I N G S  
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December Cleaning Teams 
12/1     Bill Klauer’s Team 
12/8    Angela Aaronson’s Team 
12/15   Jane Epstein’s Team 
12/22   Judy Hodge’s Team 
12/29   Becky Hadden’s Team 

Confirmation 2012-2013 
In December, our con-
firmands and mentors 
will gather on Sunday, 
December 9 from 4-
5:30pm for a meeting at 
the church. Then, con-

veniently, we can roll 
right down the stairs to 
the potluck supper. 
And then stay for the 
barn dancing! A special 
thanks to all our Con-

firmation mentors for 
their commitment, time 
and care, and to veteran 
co-leader Joan Fischer!  

Youth Mission Trip 
Calling all 8-12th grad-
ers! Join us for this 
year's mission trip! We 
plan to travel to the 
New York/New Jersery 
area to help rebuild af-
ter Hurricane Sandy, 
from Tuesday, April 16 
through Sunday, April 
21. Information and 
sign-ups forms will be 

sent out this month. 
Please call the church 
office if you do not re-
ceive this mailing! The 
first meeting for all 
youth and adult leaders 
will be Sunday, January 
6 at noon. Our first 
fundraising event will 
be to prepare and sell 
food at the January 12 

coffeehouse. The Mis-
sion Trip Team will also 
host an all-church St 
Patrick's Day Pancake 
Breakfast on Sunday, 
March 17!  

5th - 8th Grade Youth Group 
Mark your calendars -- 
the next 5-8th grade out-
ing will be on Sunday, 
January 6. We'll meet at 
the church at 2:00pm 
and then head out for 
some winter  fun 
(sledding? tubing?) de-
pending on the weather, 

returning back to SACC 
for some goodies to 
warm us up. Watch for 
details in early January. 
Questions? Contact the 
Nelsons!  



Friday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks at the 
Boston Bean House in 
Maynard (across from 
the CVS) every Friday 
morning between 
9:30am and 11:00am. 
Stop by to share your 
thoughts, ideas or con-

cerns, or just enjoy the 
fellowship! Remember 
that you can also make 
an appointment to 
speak with Katrina 
confidentially; just 
email her or call the 
church office to ar-
range a time. (Please 

note that there will be 
no Friday coffee on 
December 28.) 

 

 

“It is 

Christmas in 

the heart 

that puts 

Christmas in 

the air."  

~ W. T. Ellis  

M A R K I N G S  
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Right around December 
21 we experience more 
darkness than any other 
day of the year. It is the 
winter solstice, and it’s no 
accident that Christmas 
aligns with this change in 
the seasons. Just as an-
cient peoples stood vigil 
on this night waiting for 
the light to return, we 

stand in the darkness to 
acknowledge all the shad-
ows in our lives, and to 
affirm that light is coming 
– the light of Christ! 
Come to this service if 
your heart is heavy this 
season. Come if Christ-
mastime is difficult for 
you. Come if you have 
recently experienced loss. 

Come if you simply want 
to enjoy a reflective ser-
vice in candlelight. Join 
us in the sanctuary on 
Friday, December 21 at 
about 8:30pm for our 
annual Longest Night 
Service. (Please note that 
the service will follow 
immediately after the Sol-
stice Storytelling event at 

Advent Wreath Making 
The season of Advent is 
an invitation to slow 
down, live with greater 
attention and awareness, 
and acknowledge our 
longings and hopes. The 
nightly ritual of lighting 
Advent candles, whether 
with family or by your-

self, can be a powerful 
practice to cultivate as we 
wait in the darkness. All 
ages are invited to gather 
on Sunday, December 2 
from 4:00-5:00pm to 
make a small, simple Ad-
vent wreath for use at 
home in your daily devo-

tions. You’ll also receive 
sample prayers and liturgy 
that can be used. Please 
RSVP to Katrina so we 
can have enough materi-
als; there is a suggested 
donation for materials of 
$7 per wreath.  

Caroling, Potluck and Dance: Dec 9 
Don’t miss this wonder-
ful annual tradition! It 
begins at 4:00pm – meet 
at the church to carol 
around the neighbor-
hood, and then return to 

the church for hot choc-
olate! At 5:30pm every-
one will gather down-
stairs for a tremendous 
potluck feast, and then at 
6:30pm the barn dance 

begins with our old 
friends, callers and fid-
dlers Jackie and Dudley 
Laughman. This is a great 
night of fellowship and 
fun for ages 2 through 



Thank you and... 
Following a tradition of 
my own I'm wishing all my 
SACC friends a blessed 
Christmas and a joyous 
new year but I'm sending 
what I would have spent 
for cards and postage to 
Habitat for Humanity. 
 
             Gladys Foreman                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear SACC Family - Many 
thanks for all your prayers, 
calls, cards and goodies.  

Most of all, my beautiful 
prayer pillow.  I am in the 
middle of a difficult health 
situation so it is wonderful 
to wake up each morning 
and feel that special 
“SACC HUG”.  I send a 
big hug back!  
Happy, Healthy Holiday 
Season to All ~ 
Barbara Coffey  

 

 

“Christmas 

is the 

keeping-

place for 

memories of 

our 

innocence."  

~ Joan Mills  

M A R K I N G S  
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Scrip - help yourself, help SACC 
Scrip is back! 
 
Order gift cards now 
from a variety of retailers, 
and give to SACC at the 
same time!   
 
Scrip is a very easy fund-
raiser for our church. All 
you have to do is pur-
chase gift cards (for your-
self or for gifts), and 
SACC receives a percent-
age of each card sold.  

This season you can go to 
www.ShopwithScrip.com 
and click "Create Ac-
count" in the green fami-
l y  s i gn  up  box .  
 
Fill in the information 
and click "I accept." 
 
Enter enrollment code: 
2D8FLAF528664 .You 
can peruse the list of re-
tailers and choose the 
ones you'd like. To pay 

you can make out a check 
to SACC or pay online. 
 
All orders MUST be re-
ceived by Dec. 16 in or-
der to have gift cards 
ready for Christmas. 
If you have any ques-
tions, please call or email 
me. 978. 
kvoellmann@yahoo.com 

Tai Chi 
Sue Chase will be offer-
ing another 8 week in-
troductory course for 
the study of Taoist Tai 
Chi after the holidays. 

There is a sign-up sheet 
in the vestry if you are 
interested. Please call 
Sue with any questions 
at 978-204-7253.  
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"Maybe 

Christmas," 

he thought, 

"doesn't 

come from a 

store. Maybe 

Christmas... 

perhaps... 

means a little 

bit more."  

~ Dr. Seuss 

M A R K I N G S  

Christian Education 
As the Advent Season ap-
proaches, the Sunday School 
will begin its preparation for 
the annual Christmas Pag-
eant.  Rehearsals begin on 
December 2nd during nor-
mal Sunday School time, 
with the pageant perfor-
mance on December 16th 
during church service.  This 
event is open to all youth.  If 
it is your first time at church 
or your 99th  time, you are 
welcome to participate.  You 
don’t need to be able to 

make both rehearsals to be 
in the pageant, although we 
encourage everyone to come 
if they can.  There is a part 
for everyone, and even parts 
for those who prefer to work 
behind the scenes.  Come 
and help us celebrate the joy 
of the season by joining us in 
this special tradition.   
In the New Year we begin 
our next unit of ‘Jesus Feeds 
5000’ with new activities and 
lessons.  For adults who are 
interested, the Sunday 

School teacher sign-us sheet 
is located in the Vestry.  We 
encourage adults to come 
help our youth discover and 
learn with our fun and easy 
curriculum as a teacher.  You 
can teach one class or many 
in areas of Science, cooking, 
drama, art, games and more.  
This is a great way to make a 
big impact at church and in 
the lives or our kids. 
Please e-mail me with any 
Sunday School questions. 
Dulcey Lacroix 

Deacons and Their Parishes 
By lastname     Parish Deacons:  
Terry Martins - A&B includes Bosbach/Tarquinio plus Sammets 
George Clark - C  plus Schumachers and Susan Sheehan & family 
Jane Epstein - D-G includes Berry/Fischer plus Sironens 
Linsey Hurley - H plus Taylors (June & Art  and Hilary) 
Bee Baker - J-M includes Porcher/Leonard & Manning/Rounds plus Kim 
Swan and Betty Torkelsen 
John O’Dowd - N-R  plus Thomases and Laurie Thibodeau 
Steve Hadden -  V-Z includes VanMeter/Nourse & Ward/Sheehan 

Adot A Family 
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“At Christmas 

play and make 

good cheer, 

For Christmas 

comes but 

once a year."  

~ Thomas 

Tusser 

 Winter Solstice in Legend & Song 
On December 21 at 
7:30, come and celebrate 
the Winter Solstice with 
evergreen traditions, 
haunting legends of light 
and entertaining tales sur-
rounded by traditional 
and original music and 
song. Featured stories 
include the beautiful 
“Legend of the Mistle-
toe” from Scandinavia 
and humorous English 
Wassail traditions. Master 
s t o r y t e l l e r  D i a n e 
Edgecomb accompanied 
by Celtic harper Margot 
Chamberlain and multi-
instrumentalist Tom Me-

gan offers a fascinating 
look at the stories behind 
our holiday traditions. 
Songs evocative of the 
season and lovely instru-
mental melodies round 
out the event. Check out 

Diane's website at  
www.livingmyth.com. 
This performance is ap-
propriate for adults and 
children aged 8 and 
above. Tickets are $12 
advance/$15 at the 
door. Contact Martha 
Rounds for more infor-
mation or tickets. Tickets 
may also be purchased 
online at 
www.brownpapertickets.
com. 
After this performance, 
SACC will hold its tradi-
tional "Longest Night" 
service. 
 

Advent Workshop 
From Darkness to Light, 
From Brokenness to New 
Creation 

This workshop acknowledg-
es the reality of both the 
joys and the challenges of 
the upcoming holidays, and 
welcomes seekers from all 
pathways and experience.  
As we enter the darkest sea-
son of the year, and long for 
the lighter days of Spring, 
this two part series will offer 
participants the opportunity 
to reflect upon the move-
ment from darkness to light 
within their own lives.  Be-
tween the two sessions, par-
ticipants will be invited to 
explore this theme through 
the use of imagination, com-
munal sharing, music, and 
artistic creation. 
    In session one, we will 
reflect upon texts of dark-
ness and light in both the 
Hebrew and Christian Scrip-
tures.  
    In session two, we will 
make a very simple mosaic-
like candle holder (which 

can double as a trivet if you 
prefer!).  Participants will 
leave with a candle holder 
that can serve as a reminder 
that the blessing of Light is 
indeed greater than any 
darkness.   
     Absolutely no artistic 
experience is necessary.  If 
you can glue, you can create 
a candle holder of beauty!  
To personalize their crea-
tions of light, participants 
will be invited to bring 
chipped mugs, old coins or 
keys or other items to deco-
rate their candle holders.  
Bringing items from home is 
totally optional.  The leader 
will provide all necessary 
materials and instruction.  
Session one is Tuesday, 
December 4 from 10:30am
-noon.  Session two is 
Tuesday, December 11 
from 10:30am--noon.The 
cost for the two sessions, 
including all materials and 
instruction, is $40.  Space is 
limited to twelve.  The 
workshop will be held at 

South Acton Congrega-
tional Church.  Parking is 
available on School Street 
right in front of the church, 
or down the street behind 
the Fire Station on the left.  
If you have questions, and/
or to register for this work-
shop, please email or call 
Sarah at: 
sarahhmaker@comcast.net 
or (978) 501-6544. 
 
About the leader:  The Rev. 
Sarah H. Maker is ordained 
within the United Church of 
Christ.  She is a Spiritual Direc-
tor holding membership in 
Spiritual Director’s Internation-
al and abides by their ethical 
guidelines.  Sarah is presently in 
a Professional Certificate Pro-
gram in the expressive arts 
therapies at Lesley University 
and has a particular interest in 
exploring spirituality through a 
variety of artistic means.  For 

more information, please feel 

free to contact Sarah at sa-
rahhmaker@comcast.net  



Make A Child’s Holiday Merry 
LOAVES & FISHES’ “SHOP 

FOR YOUR KIDS” DAY 

When you think of the upcoming 
holidays, you think about children 
sharing food, memories, and reli-
gious and cultural events with 
their families.  You don’t think 
about hunger, or sadness, or pov-
erty so cruel that there might not 
be any gifts, or family dinners, or a 
warm house.  But this is the reality 
for many families in our area – a 
reality that Loaves & Fishes has 
worked for over 25 years to 
change. 
 
The holidays are approaching fast, 
and more families than ever are 
struggling to pay their utility and 
food bills.  With little or no mon-
ey available for toys, the holidays 
can look pretty bleak.  But you 
can help make the holidays a mag-
ical time for hundreds of children. 
Loaves & Fishes’ annual “Shop 
for Your Kids Day” will be held 
on December 20 at the Devens 
Community Center, 100 Sherman 
Avenue, Devens.   Last year, more 
than 210 clients “shopped” for 
their kids.  They had a wide selec-
tion of new toys, books, jewelry 
and gift cards, all donated by gen-
erous residents of nearby towns.  
Thanks to the efforts of 100+ vol-
unteers working to prepare and 
run the event, over 500 children 
received gifts from their parents 
or guardians; many of these chil-
dren would not have received any-
thing without your help.   
 
We are looking for donations of 
new, unwrapped gifts valued up to 
$25, or gift cards in denomina-
tions of $10, $15 or $25.  Please 

v i s i t  o u r  w eb  s i t e  a t 
www.loavesfishespantry.org for a 
list of the most desired toys, 
books, stocking stuffers and gift 
cards.  (We particularly need gifts 
for teens and ‘tweens.)  
 
Again this year, the Ayer, Groton, 
Harvard, Littleton and Shirley Po-
lice Departments are collecting 
toys for Shop for Your Kids; so 
are the local post offices.  Toys 
may also be dropped off at the 
Ayer’s Cottage Restaurant, the 
Shirley Public Library, Littleton’s 
Reuben Hoar Library, Littleton 
High School, and Donelan’s Su-
permarkets in Groton and Little-
ton.  Middlesex Savings Bank and 
North Middlesex Savings Bank 
have collection boxes, too.  (We 
will be updating our list of drop-
off locations on our web site, so 
check it regularly to see the loca-
tion closest to you.)   
 
If you would like to deliver the 
toys yourself, stop by the pantry 
(234 Barnum Road, Devens) any 
Wednesday or Friday from 9:45 
a.m.-noon, except November 23;  
December 1 or 15 from 8:45 a.m.- 
noon;  and December 11 from 6-8 
p.m.  Toys may be dropped off at 
the Community Center on Mon-
day, November 26, from 6-8 p.m.; 
Sunday, December 2, from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m.; Monday, December 
2, from 6- p.m.; and Sunday, De-
cember 9 (time to be determined 
– check the web site.)  The last 
day for toy donations is Saturday, 
December 15, at the pantry or at 
the Community Center between 
10 a.m. and noon. 
 

When you do your holiday shop-
ping, please consider buying an 
extra toy or two.  See if you can 
organize a neighborhood or com-
pany toy drive—it’s all about help-
ing local kids!  We can also use 
volunteers to inventory toys, do 
toy pick-ups and deliveries, set up 
or work at Shop for Your Kids 
day.  If you can help, please e-mail 
Deb Roufos 
 (dlroufos@gmail.com) or call her 
at 978-448-0447. We need many 
hands to make this day a success. 

Eliza’s   
Installation 
December 9th, 2012, at 3pm, 

the Carroll-Strafford Association 

will formally install Eliza as pas-

tor of First Church. 

 

63 South Main Street, Rochester, 

NH. 03867. Phone:603-332-1121 
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