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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
This glorious, colorful
season has me nearly
bursting with wonder and
gratitude – when Noemi
and I visited Drumlin
Farm on a chilly fall day,
and found the maple tree
at the bottom of the hill
aflame, entirely bright orange! Bright orange
against the sky and
deep green grass. Or
when I was driving
along route 2 one
sunny day, and as I
came over the hill
near the rotary, suddenly hundreds of
bright pumpkins appeared. Hundreds of
pumpkins! Or when
we walked home
from our neighbors’
house in the dark,
after supper, taking
the road through the trees
– the bugs chirping, the
wind blowing branches,
and a sliver of moon shining through the tall trees.
Noemi and I stopped in
the middle of the road in
the darkness and were
still. Or when I walked my

dog through town one
evening and I got near the
library where I could look
out at the Harvard pond,
where the setting sun was
sparkling, and the trees
bright, and the clouds lit
from behind.

The whole world seems
magical in these weeks.
The color so bright, the
sky so deep. It’s a time for
giving thanks for all of
this beauty, for giving
back to God, and saying
our prayers of Thanksgiving for family, homes,

food and community.
These weeks are also an
odd turning point of the
year – when everything is
aflame, and yet we are
moving into still, quiet
darkness. The days are
shorter, and colder. Our
gardens are dying. Our
houses are chilled in
the morning. But
these changes make it
a profound and
thoughtful time. So
join us November 4 as
we celebrate our giving. Join us November
18 as we sing the great
Thanksgiving hymns.
Join us November 25
for the final Sunday of
our liturgical year. (Oh
yes, because in just
one short month Advent begins!)
Blessings to you all in this
magical season of turning.
May you, also, see God’s
hand all around you.
-Katrina
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As I write this, I know
that there are people at
the church accepting donations and others making donations for the
fabulous Fall Rummage/
Bake Sale. By the time
you read this that event
will be in the past and
was hopefully a huge
success once again. What
a wonderful way to be
together as church family
and welcome others
from the community!

"I think everyone should
be told
they’re beautiful until
they believe
it “
- Unknown
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There are many other
opportunities throughout the year. We host
coffeehouses, classes,
pot-luck suppers and so
much more. Be sure to
invite friends to join you
for any or all of these
events as well as our
Sunday morning service.
We at SACC have so
much to share!
And as always, please
contact your deacon if
you have any needs or

special requests.
Worship Deacon
through 11/11 is Jane
Epstein, 11/18-12/15
Bee Baker
Jane Logee,
Diaconate Chair

Congregational Board
As you know, this year we
do not have a Stewardship
Chairman, so several
members of the Congregational Board have joined
the stewardship effort, and
are
helping Judy
McKendry and her team
with letter writing, coordinating materials, and mailings, all in an effort to
have this very important
mission fulfilled. Our annual Pledge request is critical to the financial health
of our church, and I want
to remind everyone to reflect on all the blessings
we receive from South Acton Congregational all
throughout the year. Our
support of our church will
mean we can continue,
and to expand, or mission
of serving all who come
through our doors, and

our outreach into the community through our various mission activities.
At our first meeting last
month, we began our review of the ideas for a
“vision” of our church’s
future. We have many ideas on our plate, and that
work will continue at our
n e x t m e e t in g, an d
throughout this church
year. We are pressing
ahead with looking more
closely at the “green initiative” for SACC, and Patti
Babcock has assembled a
small group to explore options, and recommendations on how to move forward.
We have several other key
ideas that have surfaced,
including outreach mis-

sions, use of the church
for additional activities,
publicity, etc., and will be
discussing all these as we
formulate proposals for
everyone to review. We
look forward to the challenge of moving into the
“uncharted waters” that
our future holds. Helping
to build God’s Kingdom
here on earth is very exciting work indeed
Curt Logee

Worship in November
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Nov 4 at 10:30am: Communion; Stewardship Celebration; Katrina preaching
Nov 4 at 5:30pm & 6pm: Bread & Spirit (supper, then worship)
Nov 11: Katrina preaching
Nov 18: Thanksgiving Sunday; Katrina preaching
Nov 25: Last Sunday Worship; Christina leading
Dec 2: First Sunday of Advent; Communion; Katrina preaching
Dec 2 at 5:30pm & 6pm: Bread & Spirit (supper, then worship)

Stewardship Blessing Sunday
On Sunday, November
4, we’ll gather in the sanctuary to sing and pray and
give thanks and share in
communion… and also to
bless our pledges to this
church. Many of us make
a financial pledge – a
promise – to SACC for
the coming year, both so
that the church knows

what money will come in,
but also so that we build
our faithful giving into our
annual routine. If you will
be pledging this year, we
invite you to bring your
pledge cards with you on
November 4 as we bless
them, and give thanks. If
you will not be pledging
this year, we encourage

you to come and make
your own promises for
service and generosity, in
whatever way God is calling you. Together, with all
of our varied gifts and talents and skills, we make
this church the warm, welcoming, amazing place
that it is! Thank you!

service are for kids, teens,
adults, families, single
folks… everyone! Come
and experience the fellowship and a different form
of worship. This month’s
“Bread & Spirit” Service
will be November 4, and
will explore themes of the
harvest in our lives. In this

upcoming Sundays. We
discuss hymns, anthems,
sermon themes and creative ideas for both our
morning and evening ser-

with your
character than
your
reputation,

character is
what you
really are,
season of abundance, what
do we experience? What
are we gathering in? What
are we “plowing under”
and allowing to die?

while your
reputation is
merely what
others think

Music/Worship Team
Everyone is welcome to
drop into our meetings;
this team meets with Ed
and Katrina to coordinate
music and worship for

concerned

because your

Bread & Spirit
Our informal, interactive,
SACC Band-led worship is
back for a second year.
The service is at 6:00pm,
with a simple supper
shared immediately beforehand, at 5:30pm. (The
supper is free, and there is
no need to bring anything!) The supper and the

“Be more

you are”
– John
vices. The next meeting is
on November 4 after
worship.

Wooden
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Confirmation 2012-2013

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Our first class with
both confirmands and
mentors will be Sunday, November 4.
(Mentors, please arrive
at 3:15pm for an orientation.) You may then
wish to stay for Bread
& Spirit, our evening
supper and worship.
Then the confirmands

head off to western
Massachusetts on Friday, November 16 for
an overnight retreat run
by the UCC. At the
Beckett Outdoor Center we’ll gather with
over 75 other young
people from churches
all over Massachusetts!
Together we’ll play

games, work on projects, worship, sing,
learn about confirmation and enjoy the community! Parents: please
make sure that you fill
out the two retreat permission forms that your
kids bring home on
November 4.

Youth Mission Trip
Calling all youth who
want to serve, travel
and learn! We plan to
do another mission trip
this year. Katrina has
begun researching possible sites and destina-

tions, but needs your
help in making a decision. Please come to a
planning meeting on
Sunday, November 18
after worship to make a
decision on the time

and location for this
years’ trip. If you cannot attend the meeting
but have ideas or suggestions, please be in
touch with Katrina!

“You are not in
this world to live
up to other
people’s
expectations, nor
should you feel
the world must
live up to yours”
– F Perl

5th - 8th Grade Youth Group
Mark Your Calendar:
Our first meeting will
take place on November
11th. Come join us for
some community service, followed by pizza
and a movie of your
choice.
To the Congregation:
Anyone wishing to have
your yard raked, please
fill out the slips of paper
found near the Refreshment Table in the Vestry
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on Sunday, November
4th. A drawing will be
held on Sunday, November 11th. The lucky
winners will be notified
that day during the
Church Service. The 5th
-8th grade Youth Group
will then come to your
house and clean your
yard. How great is that!
Raking will begin at 2:00
pm. Once the raking in
completed, come back

to SACC at 5:00 pm and
have pizza and a movie.
The movie will be chosen on Sunday, November 4th during Sunday
School. The day will end
at 8:00 pm with a discussion about different
ways to help your neighbors. Don't miss out on
this exciting first gettogether of the 5th-8th
Grade Youth Group.
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Last Sunday Services
Over the summer, our
Music/Worship Team
began exploring new music, and the fact that we’d
been hearing a desire for
different forms and styles
of worship. We decided
to designate the last Sun-

day of each month as an
“experimental” time to
try different things: different liturgies and music
and styles for the sermon.
Stay tuned as we craft this
new worship experience!
If you have suggestions

or feedback from your
experience of this service,
we encourage you to
speak with Katrina, Ed or
one of the Deacons.
Thank you!

Christian Missions - Day of Service
“There are
two ways to
live your life.
One is as
though
nothing is a
miracle. The
other is as
though
everything is

On Saturday November
10th please join the SACC
Misson Committee for a
neighborhood clean up
project with a great urban
ministry, the Boston Project Ministry in the Codman Square section of
Dorchester. We’ll gather
at the church at 8AM on
Saturday Nov. 10th and
car pool to Boston Project Ministries at 15
Elmhurst St in Dorchester.
Come dressed for an outdoor clean up project and
we’ll plan on being back
at SACC by 3PM. The

project will be child
friendly so will welcome
family groups to be part
of the service project.
Please email me at
bobvm@newview.org or
call me at (978)263-1941
to me to let me know if
you are interested in joining us.
Boston Project Ministries
is working to improve life
in the Talbot Norfolk
Triangle area with a variety of efforts including an
after school program,
community gardens and
community organizing to

a miracle”
- Albert
Einstein
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Friday Coffee with Katrina
Join Katrina and other
SACC folks at the Boston
Bean House in Maynard
(across from the CVS)
every Friday morning between 9:30am and
11:00am. Stop by to share
your thoughts, ideas or
concerns, or just enjoy the
fellowship! Remember that
you can also make an ap-

pointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially; just
email her or call the
church office to arrange a
time. (Please note that
there will be no Friday
coffee on November 23,
the day after Thanksgiving.)

advocate for improvements for the community.
I have gotten to know the
organization and it’s leader Paul Malkemes over
the last year and have
been impressed by their
work and their vision for
their community.
If
you’re interested in finding out more about their
work you can check out
their
website:
www.tbpm.org
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Mark Your Calendars
Potluck & Contradance, Dec 9
Advent Wreath-Making, Dec 2 at 4:00pm
Bread & Spirit, special Advent supper and service, Dec 2 at 5:30pm & 6pm
Christmas Pageant, Dec 16
Solstice Storyteller & Longest night Service, Dec 21 at 7:30pm and 8:30pm

Striving to be a Green Congregation!

“It’s more
important to
be kind than
clever”
- Bill Taylor

In the coming months
SACC will be taking steps
to be a greener congregation, taking action on our
stewardship of this earth.
We are forming a
"Green Team" and are
looking for people to join
us on this journey. If you
are interested, please contact Patti Babcock.
We have a few things in
mind to start… we will
be adding a "Green This
Month" in the insert, offering ideas and updates
on SACC's green progress.

We will be adding recycling bins in the church
to reduce our waste.
We will be contacting
different organizations to
help us make our building
more energy efficient.

SACC Publicity
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With wanting to share
SACC with more folks,
publicity is a good way to
spark people’s interest in
coming to something at
our sweet church. If you
have something church
related that you would like
to promote to the general
public, email publicity@
southactoncc.org and I

will do my best to get it
listed in a local paper.
The article you submit
should be ready to go to
print.
Any questions, please contact Pam Rogers, rogers989@verizon.net or
508-259-4947 (cell).

At some point in the
coming year, we will have
a "local" dinner, using
only local ingredients.
Our area is rich in wonderful items to use; fruit
orchards, eggs, dairy,
honey, etc. We'll come
together and share our
"local" dishes - eating is
something we do so well
here
at
SACC!
Suggestions? Questions?
Contact Patti Babcock
a t
p p b a b cock@comcast.net.
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Heaven’s Angel by Christie White
I’d like to tell you a story
about stewardship this
morning, one that doesn’t
have anything to do with
money.

"All life is an
experiment.
The more experiments
you make,
the better”
- Ralph
Waldo

When I was ten we lived
in the parsonage next to
the church where my dad
was pastor. The folks in
our congregation called
him "Heaven's Angel" because he did his pastoral
care visits to area hospitals
and nursing homes on his
silver Honda motorcycle.
One thing about my Dad
is that his ministries have
always included people on
the fringes. Growing up it
wasn't unusual for my
younger brother and me
to wake up in the morning
to find the Salt of the
Earth, as Dad would say,
sleeping on the living
room couch.

One sunny Saturday
morning two scruffy men
walked into our garage
and came out pushing my
father's motorcycle. As I
recall, my father got up
from his study and went
out to greet them. It
turned out they were on
probation. They pleaded
with him not to call the
police. He didn't.
But he did made a deal
with them, which I hear
was later backed up by
most of the congregation.
He "asked" them to attend
our church every Sunday
for the next 6 months. He
told them to try it out, and
if they weren’t convinced
to live differently they
could always return to
their old lives. He never
called the police. They attended church every Sunday for the duration of

their sentence with us.
I don't know what became
of these men or what they
thought of this experience.
But I know this: My childhood congregation didn’t
give up on these men.
They believed that as lost
as they may have been in
that moment, these men
could be turned around by
God's grace and by the
power of a humble community of faith acting as
very real caretakers to one
another.
A community, as it just so
happens, that bears a striking and wonderful resemblance to South Acton
Congregational Church.
The place I now call
home.

Emerson

Deacons and Their Parishes
By lastname
A&B
C
D-G
H
J-M
N-R
S&T
V-Z

Terry Martins
George Clark
Jane Epstein (includes the Fischer-Berrys)
Linsey Hurley
Bee Baker (includes the Leonord-Porchers and Manning-Rounds)
John O’Dowd
Barbara Donahue (includes the Tarquinio-Bosbachs)
Steve Hadden (includes the Van Meter-Nourses)
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Diane Edgecomb, Master Storyteller,
Celebrates the Solstice at SACC
Diane Edgecomb, one of
the most masterful and
versatile voices in the storytelling movement today, will celebrate the
Winter Solstice in the
sanctuary at 7:30 on Friday, December 21. This
performance is for adults
and children aged 8 and
above. With a style of
telling known for rich
characterizations and zany humor, Diane is a regular teller at storytelling
and theatre venue. She
has been featured on
NPR, the acclaimed
Three Apples Storytelling
Festival, Charlestown
Working Theatre and has
been invited to be Teller
in Residence in August
2012 at the International
Storytelling Center. Her
first CD’s received

starred reviews in Publisher’s Weekly and two
have received Honors
Awards from Storytelling
World. A New England
favorite who tours regionally and nationally,
Diane has created over
25 innovative performances for families and
adults, among which is
this solstice event rich in
seasonal mythology.
Tickets for this performance are Adults: $12/
advance and $15/day of
concert. Children over
age 8: $9. For information about the performance and tickets, contact Martha Rounds at
martha.rounds@
gmail.com or 978-2637227.

Directly after Diane
Edgecomb’s performance, South Acton
Congregational Church
will hold its annual
“Longest Night” service. In this service,
which is open to all, participants are invited to
enter the shadows of
their experience to seek
out the healing, wisdom
and wholeness that can
emerge from darkness
and difficulty. As descendants of ancient solstice traditions, Advent
and Christmas offer the
opportunity
to
acknowledge the darkness and also to celebrate
the returning light, hope,
and newness offered by
the birth of Jesus.
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“I have found
that if you love
life, life will
love you back”
- Arthur
Rubinstein.

November Cleaning Teams
11/3
11/10
11/17
11/24
12/1

Becky Hadden’s Team
Marilyn Dow’s Team
Pam Roger’s Team
Tom Porcher’s Team
Bill Klauer’s Team
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