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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 

  

MARKINGS 
A publication of 

South Acton  

Congregational 

Church 

 

35 School Street 

Acton MA  01720 

978-263-2332 

info@southactoncc.org 

www.southactoncc.org 

 

The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

         Lent has gotten a 
bad reputation over the 
centuries. Perhaps it was 
because of all the empha-
sis on our sin and 
“unworthiness.” Perhaps 
it was the obligation to 
give something up in or-
der to suffer like Jesus. 
Perhaps it was all the 
hymns about Jesus’ 
blood and anguish. 
Yeah… Lent has a 
lot of aspects past 
(and present!) that 
don’t seem very ap-
pealing. Today, most 
mainline Protestants 
see this rich season 
as an opportunity to 
deepen our spiritual 
lives, to move closer 
to God, and even to 
transform ourselves. 
The call to repen-
tance that we hear 
during Lent is not 
about groveling be-
fore God, ashamed and 
unworthy – not at all! Re-
pentance is about choos-
ing – or being offered, by 
the grace of God – a new 

way forward. As one bible 
scholar describes it: “In 
the New Testament, the 
word metanoia is often 
translated as ‘repentance.’ 
But this kind of repen-
tance is not about regret 
or guilt or shame; it im-
plies making a decision to 
turn around, to face a new 

direction, to turn toward 
the light.” 
 So wherever you 
are in life, whatever you 
are burdened by or strug-

gling with or lost within, 
come and turn toward the 
light! There are many op-
portunities to join in spe-
cial worship, prayer and 
fellowship this season. 
Perhaps you feel called to 
learn about the ancient 
practice of Lectio Divina. 
Or maybe an evening tast-

ing chocolate with 
your sisters and 
brothers in Christ is 
more your speed. 
Or maybe you look 
forward to the rich, 
minor chords that 
we’ll hear in our 
music in the com-
ing Sundays. What-
ever it is that will 
draw you towards 
God, may you hear 
it, and heed it! 
Many blessings for 
your journey this 
season! 
 

-Katrina 
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Executive Board News 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

What a privilege to serve 
in such a wonderful 
church.  We are all part 
of what makes this 
church so special.  There 
are lots of ways, small 
ones, large ones that you 
can help out.  Check out 

the help wanted to page 
at the end of Markings, 
sign up to help at the Pot 
Roast Supper, bake 
something for the bake 
sale.  It’s the love that in 
generated through all of 
our actions that gives 

our church that special 
feeling that no one can 
quite put their finger on.  
Keep it up!  
 
Faithfully yours, 
Pam Rogers 

Diaconate Chair 

We are moving forward 
with our revisions of the 
Church By-Laws, and 
have discussed in depth 
several changes to the way 
we organize ourselves.  
The Executive Board will 
be reviewing and discuss-
ing these proposed 
changes at our next meet-
ing on March 11th.  Fol-
lowing those discussions, a 
final draft will be pre-
pared, and it is our goal to 
distribute that document 
to the congregation by 
April 20th.  This will give 
all of us time to review 
these proposed changes.   
 
We have tentatively set a 
date for a church meeting 
on May 6th, where opin-
ions and ideas can be 
voiced, and new ideas 
added.  It is the Board’s 
goal to have a final docu-
ment for our Annual 
Meeting on May 20th, 
where we can vote on ac-
cepting these new By-
Laws. 

We have set a date for the 
Adult Mission Trip to 
New Orleans.  We have 
targeting the week of 
May 6th to travel to that 
city and participate in the 
rebuilding of homes ru-
ined by the hurricane and 
subsequent flooding.  We 
will need at least 6 inter-
ested people to make this 
trip possible, so if you are 
interested please contact 
Curt Logee or Bob Van-
Meter, and we will deter-
mine if we have enough 
folks to push forward with 
this trip. 
 
Finally, a couple of re-
minders;  We have a Pot 
Roast Dinner set for 
March 10th.  Please 
purchase your tickets 
early, so we have an ac-
curate count of who will 
be attending, and please 
reach out and bring a 
friend if possible.  And, 
we have scheduled our 
Talent/Variety Show 
(with a pot luck dinner 

beforehand) for March 
24th.  This is a great eve-
ning to showcase your tal-
ent, and also have a few 
laughs among friends.  All 
those interested in partici-
pating please contact Russ 
Bosbach. 
 
 
Curt Logee 
Executive Board Chair 
 

 

 

 

Whoever 

wishes to be 

my follower 

must deny 

his very self, 

take up his 

cross each 

day, and fol-

low in my 

steps.  

Luke 9:23 
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Worship for Lent and Easter 
March 4: Second Sunday of  Lent; Communion; Kelly Donahue preaching 
March 4 at 4:00pm: New Worship 
March 11: Third Sunday of  Lent; Katrina preaching 
March 18: Fourth Sunday of  Lent; Baptism; Katrina preaching 
March 25: Fifth Sunday of  Lent; Christina Preaching 
April 1: Palm Sunday; Communion; Katrina preaching 
April 5 at 7:30pm: Maundy Thursday 
April 8: Easter! (Sunrise Service and 10:30am worship) 

New Worship ~ March 4 
On the first Sunday of 
each month come to 
church for something 
new: an interactive, infor-
mal, 45-minute afternoon 
service with music by the 
SACC band. This service 
is designed for families 

with kids who can’t make 
it to morning worship, 
folks who work on Sun-
day mornings, or people 
for whom a “traditional” 
Sunday service just does-
n’t work. In other words, 
this service is for every-

one, of all ages! The next 
New Worship will be on 
Sunday, March 4 at 
4:00pm. The theme will 
be: tattoos!  

Friday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks at the Boston 
Bean House in downtown 
Maynard (across from the 
CVS) every Friday morn-
ing between 9:30am and 
11:00am. Stop by to share 
your thoughts, ideas or 

concerns. Remember that 
you can also make an ap-
pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time.  

To change and 

to change for 

the better are 

two different 

things.  

German  

proverb 

Spring Rummage and Bake Sale ~ 

April 28...Get Ready! 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

God's 

kindness 

leads you 

toward 

repentance. 

Romans 2:4 
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Teachers Gathering 
  
All Sunday School 
teachers – come share 
what’s working, what 
isn’t working, what sup-
port you need, or your 
suggestions and ideas. 
We’ll also go over the 
scriptural themes in the 

upcoming Sundays, so 
everyone has a sense of 
the “arc” of the liturgi-
cal season. We’ll gather 
the last Sunday of each 
month at 10:00am, 
downstairs on the 
couches. The next 
meeting is March 25. 

Youth Mission Trip 
Our youth are getting 
ready for this years’ 
mission trip to Mon-
son, MA, April 17-22. 
We’ll be helping to 
clean up and recon-
struct after the June 1 
tornado that devastated 

the town. The next or-
ganizing meeting for all 
participants and leaders 
will be March 18 after 
worship – we’ll get 
ready for our breakfast 
on April 1! 

Monson, MA  after tornado 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Arrive at church early 
on this celebratory Sun-
day and enjoy a deli-
cious breakfast cooked 
by our mission trip team 
youth! Please join us on 
Sunday, April 1, from 

8:30-10am for pan-
cakes, sausage, eggs, 
coffee and juice. Enjoy 
the fellowship and know 
that you are supporting 
this years’ trip to Mon-
son, Massachuetts. 

Variety Show and Potluck 
The SACC Variety Show 
is back!  On Saturday, 
march 24 well start with a 
potluck supper at 5pm (A-
L bring main course, M-Z 
bring salad or dessert).  So 
dust off your kazoo or old 

tap shoes and get ready to 
show your SACC friends 
your hidden talent!  
Group acts and skits 
strongly encouraged.  



 

 

It is very easy 

to forgive 

others their 

mistakes; it 

takes more 

grit and 

gumption to 

forgive them 

for having 

witnessed 

your own. 

Jessamyn 

West 
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Fasting has been a Lenten spiritual practice for centuries. Even today, many people 
choose to give up a food for the season of Lent, or fast on certain days as a way to 
heighten their awareness of the Divine. But because Sundays don’t count in the 40 days 
of Lent, on Sundays the fast can be “broken”! So whether you will be giving something 
up for Lent or not, come and “feast” with us every Sunday in March. Each week we’ll 
explore a different fun and indulgent food, led by a SACC member. Evenings will be-
gin with a ten minute Lenten devotion, and then we’ll move on to wine tasting, choco-
late tasting, cookie decorating, and cheese making! See details below for each week. 
Please note the differing start times, and that we really need you to RSVP so leaders 
can prepare enough “materials”! Please RSVP to Katrina by calling the church office 
(978-263-2332) or sending a message to katrina2332@yahoo.com, noting which eve-
nings you wish to attend. 
 
MARCH  4  AT  5 : 0 0PM :  WINE  TASTING  WITH  CHARLIE  AARONSON 

We’ll taste a couple reds and whites, compare, and learn about the differences. 
RSVP by February 29. 
 
MARCH  11  AT  3 : 0 0PM :  CHOCOLATE  TASTING  WITH  J IM  WILL I S  

Explore the history and mystery of chocolate, or why chocolate is called the  
“Food of the Gods.” There is a suggested $7 “materials fee” for this night.  
RSVP by March 4. 
 
MARCH  18  AT  4 : 0 0PM :  COOKIE  DECORATING  WITH  KAREN   

VOELLMANN 

Learn the art of decorating from a Culinary School grad with a degree in pastries! 
RSVP by March 11. 
 
MARCH  25  AT  4 : 0 0PM :  CHEESE  WITH  PATTI  BABCOCK 

Taste different cheeses, learn about what makes them different, and then make your 
own goat cheese to take home. Bring a plastic container or jar, and a cooler or insulated 
lunch box. RSVP by March 18. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Things coming up that you might want to know about! 
* Ian Holland’s Ordination at Old South Church, Boston: April 22, 3pm 
* Rummage and Bake Sale: April 28 
* Mission Trip Youth lead worship: April 29 
* Special Worship/Party to celebrate Ed Rosser’s 20 years at SACC: May 13 
* Christina’s last day (until she returns in September!): May 20 
* Annual Meeting: May 20 
* Children’s Sunday: June 10 
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Humanity is 

never so beau-

tiful as when 

praying for 

forgiveness, or 

else forgiving 

another. Jean 

P.F Richter 

M A R K I N G S  

SACC Vacation Getaways 
Over the last few years we 
have raised $2700 by con-
necting generous SACC 
members who have a va-
cation place for rental with 
members and non-
members interested in a 
get-a-way.  The appeal of 
this fund raiser is that 
those who buy the get-a-
way are buying something 
they would likely have 
bought anyway but in this 

situation the money goes 
to SACC!   We hope to 
continue this program this 
year with at least a few 
vacation rentals.  Please let 
Gary Lacroix know if you 
have a vacation place that 
you are willing to donate.   
Note – solicitation can be 
made open to All or lim-
ited to just SACC-
members – your choice.   

  

Lectio Divina is Coming During Lent! 
Lectio Divina is an ancient 
practice of praying the 
scriptures. In this practice, 
the scripture reads us in-
stead of us simply reading 
scripture. Early Christians 
believed scripture held 
multiple meanings. Lectio 
Divina has long been used 
as a way to prayerfully en-
ter into scripture to gain 
deeper understandings and 
draw out new and revela-
tory meanings. Lectio Di-

vina has been referred to as 
the “divine” reading of 
scripture. 
 
Lectio Divina During 
Lent will be held on Tues-
day evenings, March 6, 13, 
20, and 27 from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in the library.  
We will be using gospels 
stories from Mark and 
John that lead up to the 
Passion story. All are wel-
come to join this ancient 

contemplative practice dur-
ing the Lenten season. For 
those of you who tried this 
in the Discover Your Spiritu-
ality Type workshop and 
enjoyed it, please join us! 
You are welcome to con-
tact me for more informa-
tion and to let me know 
you will be attending! 
 Christina.williams38@verzion.net, 
or 978.692.5178 

Once a month a group of 
SACC folks interested in 
music and worship gather 
with Ed,  Katrina and 
Christina to plan the up-
coming Sunday services. 
We review the scripture, 
the liturgical theme, choir 
anthems, special music, 

and share creative ideas. 
This is an open group, and 
anyone with an idea – mu-
sical or liturgical or dra-
matic, or anything in be-
tween! – is encouraged to 
join us. The next meet-
ing is March 25 after 
worship. 

Music/Worship Team 
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A Future Vision for SACC 
Everything is going just 
fine at SACC, right? So 
what do we need a vision 
for?! Well, without a vi-
sion – without a sense of 
where we’re headed and 
what we want our future 
to look like – we are just 
reacting to each day as at 
it happens, never looking 
ahead to set a goal. This 
is a wonderful time in the 
life of our church to think 
about what is important 
to us and what wonderful 
parts of SACC we want 
to strengthen, or what 

things are missing that 
we’d like to add. We had 
a wonderful meeting after 
church on February 12; 
about ten people wrote 
down their pictures of 
what SACC might look 
like in the future. We’ll be 
collecting these and post-
ing them for everyone to 
read. (Please send yours 
to me if you haven’t al-
ready!) And we hope that 
you’ll add yours! Then 
together we’ll try to listen 
for where God is leading 
us, and set a course for 

the coming years. Look 
for the visions in the ves-
try and stayed tuned for 
the next meeting! (For 
some background on vi-
sions and the initial proc-
ess we used, see this great 
article: www.inc.com/
magaz ine/20110201/
c r e a t in g - a - company-
vision.html.)  
 
Talk to me if you have 
questions!   
 
-Katrina 

Go and learn 

what the 

Scriptures 

mean when 

they say, 

`Instead of 

offering sac-

rifices to me, 

I want you to 

be merciful 

to others.' I 

didn't come 

to invite 

good people 

to be my fol-

lowers. I 

came to in-

vite sinners. 

Matthew 

9:13 

New England Pot Roast Dinner 

Bake Sales!   
March 4, April 1 
Bake and/or buy some yummy treats—funds raised will benefit SACC!   

 
Come One, Come All!  Come Help, Come Eat! 
 
Saturday, March 10  5:30—7:00 PM.  
 
A good old fashioned pot roast dinner—warm, deli-
cious comfort food.  YUM!  Invite a friend and let 
them experience the family feel of SACC.   
 
Tickets are available:  $9 Adults, $6 Children 10 and 
under, $25 max per family,   
 
Still needed:  Food Prep, Servers, Clean-up 
There are sign-up sheets at the church.   
OR you can contact one of the committee members to help or to buy tickets: 
Patti Babcock 978.264.3274   ppbabcock@comcast.net  Barbara Coffey 978.897.0213 
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Jazz Concert for Children of Ecuador 
     Come hear longtime 
SACC friend Jeff Loeb 
and his Jeff Loeb Trio in a 
jazz concert for the street 
children of Quito, Ecua-
dor. It'll be held at  Café 
La Mattina, 1 Nason St., 
Maynard,  on Saturday, 
March 10, 7:30-9:30. All 
proceeds from this con-
cert will go directly to 
UBECI, a nonprofit in 
Ecuador that provides so-
cial and academic support 
to street children and child 
laborers in Quito. 
     Jazz pianist and com-
poser Jeff Loeb has been 
active in the Boston-area 
jazz scene for over 40 
years. He appears fre-
quently at Concord’s Co-
lonial Inn, the Acton Jazz 
Café, Maynard’s River 
Rock Grill, and other local 
venues. He has composed 
jazz, country and chil-
dren’s music for television 
broadcasts on PBS and 
NPR, and he manages a 
recording studio where he 
works as a professional 
narrator and audio pro-
ducer. Jeff will be joined 

by bassist Tom Sheppard, 
drummer Mark Fair-
weather, and area soloists 
and vocalists. 
      In 2010, Jeff traveled 
to Ecuador, where he vol-
unteered for UBECI, a 
small nonprofit based in 
Quito. Deeply moved by 
the passion and commit-
ment of UBECI's small 
staff, Jeff took on the role 
as UBECI's North Ameri-
can volunteer coordinator 
and fundraiser after his 
third visit in 2011. 
UBECI’s mission is to re-
duce the working hours of 
street and market children 
and child laborers in 
Quito and to enroll these 
children in public schools. 
Without this early child-
hood social and academic 
support, poverty-stricken 
children never get the edu-
cation needed to break the 
cycle of poverty. UBECI 
encourages social partici-
pation, education, health, 
self-esteem, trust and fam-
ily relationships. A US reg-
istered nonprofit with a 
permanent staff of only 

five individuals, UBECI 
has placed over 300 chil-
dren in school in the last 
five years, relying on do-
nations and volunteers 
from all over the world. 
For more information, 
visit UBECI.org. 
     During intermission, a 
short video documenting 
UBECI's work will be 
shown, and there may also 
be a Skype session with 
UBECI's director in Ecua-
dor, Monica Rivadeniera. 
Café LaMattina is a Euro-
style café in the heart of 
Maynard and its owner has 
generously offered this 
venue to support UBECI. 
Coffee, crepes and sand-
wiches will be available. 
     Tickets are $12/
person/advance, $15/
person/at the door, $20/
family and they're available 
at  BrownPaperTick-
ets.com.  For more infor-
mation, contact Jeff Loeb 
jeffloeb@verizon.net, or 
Martha Rounds at mar-
tha.rounds@gmail.com or 
978-263-7227. 

  

GLScrip Program 
GLScrip.com allows non-
profit organizations to or-
der gift cards from popular 
retailers (Target, Gap, 
Home Depot, CVS, just to 
name a few) and SACC 
gets a percentage of the 
total cards purchased. Per-
centages vary on cards pur-
chased.  You can buy gift 

cards to do your grocery 
shopping—things you 
spend money on any way! 
 
In December SACC made 
just over $150 with this 
program.  
 
Order forms will be avail-
able at church beginning 

March 4. I will collect all 
the forms by March 25. 
 
A full list of retailers will 
be available on March 4. If 
there are any retailers you 
would like added, please let 
me know.  
 
Karen Voellman 



3/3    Angela Aaronson’s Team 
3/10 Bill Klauer’s Team 
3/17 Tom Porcher’s Team 
3/24   Marilyn Dow’s Team  
3/31   Becky Hadden’s Team 
 

Cleaning Teams 
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“Carrying On” for Suicide Survivors 
The next meeting of the 
support group “Carrying 
On” will be held on Tues-
day, February 21, 2012 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. in 
the Great Room of the 
Parish House of First Par-
ish Unitarian Church on 
Powder House Row in 

Groton. “Carrying On” 
was formed in the spring 
of 2010 as a peer-led sup-
port group for people 
who had lost a loved one 
through suicide.  We 
strive to provide a safe 
place to talk about those 
we have lost and to pro-

vide a supportive environ-
ment to help each other 
heal.  Anyone with an in-
terest in the subject matter 
is welcome. For further 
information call Steve or 
Deb Boczenowski at 978-
448-5013. 

Thank you... 
�Dear Deacon Elves, Art and I would like to thank you for the delicious Christmas 
cookies.  It was a real treat!  Thank you so much for your time and effort.   
Love, Art & June Taylor 

What’s So Great About Hugs? 
There’s no such thing as a bad hug—only good ones and great ones.  They are not fat-
tening and they don’t cause cancer or cavities.  They’re all natural—with no preserva-
tives, artificial ingredients, or pesticide residue.  They’re cholesterol Free, naturally sweet.  
100% wholesome and they’re a completely renewable natural resource.  They don’t re-
quire batteries, tune-ups, or xrays.  They’re nontaxable, fully returnable, and energy effi-
cient.  They’re safe in all kinds of weather; in fact, they’re especially good for cold and 
rainy days.  And They’re especially effective in treating problems like bad dreams or the 
Monday blahs.  Never wait until tomorrow to hug someone you could hug today! 

Thanks to Glady Foreman for submitting this charming piece! 



Blessing of the Animals 
Here are some photos from the Blessing of the Animals held at SACC on February 5. 
Chickens, dogs, ponies oh my! 
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If they can 

make 

penicillin out 

of moldy 

bread, they 

can sure 

make 

something 

out of you. 

Muhammed 

Ali 

Help Wanted, Please 
Are you looking for a way 
to serve SACC?   We're  
hoping that everyone will 
take a moment to con-
sider how she or he can 
contribute to the SACC 
community.  Currently, 
SACC has members who 
are 'multi-tasking' - in 2, 3, 
or even 4 different minis-
tries so that our church 
runs as smoothly and as 
successfully as possible.  
Please consider lightening 
their load and step up to 
get involved in one of the 
following areas: 
 
Sunday School 
Consider being a teacher!  
Our children are the heart 
and the soul of this 
church and we could use a 
few more folks who 
would be willing to spend 
one Sunday per month 
with a small class - open-
ings in all age groups!  pre 
planned curriculum in-
cluded!  If you have never 
taught before please don't 
let this hold you back - 
you will get PLENTY of 
support and guidance. 
 
Accounting - yes, you 
read correctly!  If you  
would feel  comfortable 
contributing an hour or so 
a couple of times a month 
- paying bills, checking in 
with our treasurer - this 
could be the place for 
you! OR How about  
learning the ropes of a 
Church Collector - col-
lecting the Sundays dona-

tions, recording, and mak-
ing the deposit at any local 
Middlesex bank.  We 
could use some folks who 
would be willing to learn 
how this is done and be-
come a substitute. 
 
SACC Website 
The SACC web site team 
has designed a new web 
site (the layout, the colors, 
and so on) and is seeking 
someone who knows 
CMSMS (a content man-
agement system) and CSS 
(Cascading Style Sheets) 
to implement the design. 
 
Properties   
Even though SACC is 
considered a small church, 
our properties team can 
always use another help-
ing hand (or 2 or 3 or 4) 
doing what needs to be 
done.  
 
Nominating Committee 
Are you an individual who 
enjoys talking to people - 
on the phone or in person 
-finding out what their 
interests and/or skills are?  
Perhaps this is the spot 
for you! 
 
Christian Ministries 
Working with folks at 
SACC who reach beyond 
our walls in South Acton 
and work on both com-
munity, as well as global 
projects 
 
Cleaning Team  
Great ministry - once 

every 8 weeks - fun peo-
ple - WOW! 
 
Marketing 
We are looking for some-
one who will make sure 
we’re getting press in the 
local papers, that we have 
signage for events...the list 
could go on...  
 
There are so many ways 
to serve SACC!  Perhaps 
you have an idea that you 
would like to initiate - if 
so WONDERFUL! - this 
is how many of our minis-
tries began - think coffee 
house, the new Scrips 
program, arts and crafts 
fair, rummage sale, music 
committee etc.   
 
Please contact Janet Cow-
ley if you can serve in any 
way - large or small - I'll 
leave it at that - remember 
- we need you! 
 
Thanks !    Janet Cowley - 
978-897-4849    
janet.cowley@gmail.com
    


