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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

The last week of February 
brings us into a new church 
season. On February 22, 
Ash Wednesday will usher 
us into Lent with somber 
hymns and dusty ash. Scrip-
ture and symbol will remind 
us of our mortality, our fail-
ings, and our brokenness. 
We’ ll be 
asked to re-
pent and re-
flect and 
commit to a 
new path. 
We’ll be in-
vited to face 
things that we 
have hidden 
away, for fear 
of shame, 
regret, or dis-
comfort. 
 
Now why – 
you might be asking yourself 
– why would anyone in their 
right mind want to go to 
church on Ash Wednesday?! 
Who would want to put 
themselves through such a 
depressing routine?! When 
our lives are filled with too 
much to do, too many wor-
ries, too many demands, and 

too many voices saying that 
we’re not good enough, how 
would we have the energy 
for Ash Wednesday?! 
 
Well, those are good ques-
tions. Ash Wednesday can 
be hard. Lent can be hard. 
They invite us to come be-

fore God vulnerable and 
open. They invite us to look 
at our lives, to examine our-
selves, and to repent – to 
turn around – if that is 
where we’re called. But we 
do this spiritual work be-
cause it’s only through hon-
esty with ourselves that we 
can live fully, freely and 

richly. Through the disci-
plines of Lent we can, in 
fact, free ourselves from the 
busyness, worry and self-
doubt that plague so many 
of us. This is our one life! 
How will we live it?! With-
out thought or depth? With-
out facing our demons? 

Without asking 
for forgiveness 
or naming injus-
tice?  
 
Lent calls us 
back to God, 
who welcomes 
us home no mat-
ter what!– and it 
is this assurance 
of God’s grace 
that makes our 
honesty and 
growth possible. 
Together, let’s 

embark on a Lenten journey 
that will challenge and in-
spire and re-create us. 
 
Blessings! 
-Katrina 
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Executive Board News 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

The Deacons are always 
looking for ushers and 
greeters—please take a 
moment and sign up on 
the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board—it really 
is a wonderful chance to 
greet and meet other 

folks in church—
nothing is difficult about 
it and no one will judge 
you in any way.  We 
welcome you to give it a 
try!  You may find 
yourself saying, “Why 
did I wait so long?”  

Faithfully yours, 
Pam Rogers 
Diaconate Chair 

As many of you know, we 
switched our Annual 
Budget Meeting from a 
date in early December, to 
a time after the first of the 
year. And, this year we 
experimented with a 
“Bagels and Budgets” 
morning meeting before 
church.  I am happy to 
report that the general 
consensus is the meeting 
format and time schedule 
was well received.  We had 
a very good turnout, and a 
lively session with lots of 
questions on our current 
financial status, and our 
collective plans on how to 
close our deficit. The 
Board extends special 
thanks to our Treasurer 
Gary Lacroix for all his 
hard work in preparing 
and presenting our budget 
to the congregation. 
 
 Also at our meeting we 
discussed having a semi-
nary student for our next 
church year, starting in 
September.  The Board 

recommended we again 
invite a seminarian to join 
us, as we felt strongly that 
this is part of our out-
reach, and a vital part of 
our church’s wider mis-
sion. We further recom-
mended the church pay a 
stipend of $1500, taken 
from our Memorial Fund, 
to help the seminarian fi-
nancially during his or her 
time with South Acton.  
Both recommendations 
were approved by the con-
gregation during our meet-
ing. 
 
The Adult Mission Trip 
is taking form, with the 
committee recommending 
a trip to New Orleans this 
Spring, to rebuild homes 
in that city, and a possible 
long weekend trip to Port-
land, Maine to work with 
Habitat for Humanity on a 
project next Fall. Any in-
terested persons should 
contact Bob Van Meter 
for details. 
 

 We have just learned that 
our new Outdoor Sign is 
completed, and ready for 
installation, possibly as 
early as this week! As 
many of you are aware, 
this project has been very 
complex, in dealing with 
both the Historical Com-
mission, and Town 
Boards, to get approval 
for our new sign.  All that 
is done, and the sign is 
made, and we are hopeful 
it will be in place for next 
Sunday’s Service.  There 
are many people to thank 
for this, but the highest 
praise goes to Rick Cowley 
for his dedicated, and un-
ending work to see this 
project to its completion. 
  
Curt Logee 
Executive Board Chair 
 

 

 

 

I am a big 

believer that 

eventually 

everything 

comes back 

to you. You 

get back 

what you 

give out. 

~ Nancy 

Reagan 
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Worship in February 
Feb 5: Communion; Christina preaching 
Feb 5 at 4:00pm: Blessing of  the Animals 
Feb 12: Katrina preaching 
Feb 19: All-ages service; Katrina leading 
Feb 22 at 7:30pm: Ash Wednesday Service 
Feb 26: First Sunday of  Lent; Katrina preaching 

Blessing of the Animals ~ February 5 
On the first Sunday of 
each month come to 
church for something 
new: an interactive, infor-
mal 45-minute afternoon 
service with music by the 
SACC band. This service 
is designed for families 
with kids who can’t make 
it to morning worship, 
folks who work on Sunday 
mornings, or people for 
whom “traditional” Sun-
day services just don’t 
work. In other words, this 
service is for everyone, of 
all ages! The next New 
Worship will be a special 

Blessing of the Animals, 
on Sunday, February 5 
at 4:00pm. You are in-
vited to bring your well-
behaved dog, cat or gerbil 
(leashed or caged, of 
course!), a symbol of your 
animal (collar or dish), a 
photo of an animal (either 
alive or deceased) or a spe-
cial stuffed animal! We will 
honor and bless each ani-
mal friend and compan-
ion, and celebrate the sa-
credness and importance 
of our connection with all 
of God’s creatures. 

Friday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks at the Boston 
Bean House in Maynard 
(across from the CVS) 
every Friday morning be-
tween  9 : 30 am  and 
11:00am. (Metered parking 
is available on the street or 
behind CVS, or for free in 
the lot between Main and 

Nason streets.) Stop by to 
share your thoughts, ideas 
or concerns. Remember 
that you can also make an 
appointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time.  

One of the 

things I 

learned the 

hard way 

was that it 

doesn't pay 

to get 

discouraged. 

Keeping busy 

and making 

optimism a 

way of life 

can restore 

your faith in 

yourself. 

~ Lucille Ball 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

Between the 

optimist and 

the pessimist, 

the difference 

is droll. The 

optimist sees 

the doughnut; 

the pessimist 

the hole! 

~ Oscar Wilde 
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Teachers Gathering 

  

All teachers – come 
share what is working, 
what isn’t working, what 
support you need, or 
suggestions or ideas. 
We’ll also go over the 
scriptural themes in the 
upcoming Sundays, so 
everyone has a sense of 

the “arc” of the liturgi-
cal season. We’ll gather 
the last Sunday of 
each month at 
10:00am, downstairs on 
the couches. The next 
meeting is February 26. 

Youth Mission Trip 
All high school youth 
are invited on this 
years’ mission trip to 
Monson, MA, from 
April 17-22. If you 
have not yet signed up 
for the trip but are in-
terested, please speak 
with Katrina as soon as 
possible! All trip par-
ticipants will be helping 

run a Kids’ Movie and 
Game night on Fri-
day, February 10 and 
should arrive at the 
church at 6:00pm to 
begin setting up. The 
next organizing meet-
ing for all participants 
will be March 18 after 
worship. 

Monson, MA  after tornado 

Kids’ Movie and Game Night 
SACC parents: come 
enjoy a night out for 
yourselves while your 
kids enjoy fun and fel-
lowship at church! Our 
high school aged mis-
sion trip participants 
(supervised by adult 
leaders) will be offering 
a Kids’ Movie and 
Game Night on Friday, 

February 10 from 6:30-
9:30pm for all kids 
aged 5 and up. There 
will be board games and 
group games, and a G 
movie will be shown on 
our new big-screen tele-
vision! (Kids may bring 
sleeping bags or pillows 
for watching.) Snacks 
and drinks will be pro-

vided, but kids should 
eat dinner prior to drop-
off. Cost is $10 per 
child or $20 per family 
– all money goes to sup-
port this years’ mission 
trip to Monson, MA. 



 

 

A pessimist 

sees only the 

dark side of 

the clouds, 

and mopes; a 

philosopher 

sees both 

sides, and 

shrugs; an 

optimist 

doesn't see 

the clouds at 

all - he's 

walking on 

them.  

~ Leonard 

Louis 

Levinson 
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Workshop Returns  
Back by popular de-
mand! The Discover Your 
Spirituality Type workshop 
returns on Tuesday eve-
nings February 14, 21, 
and 28 from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. In this work-
shop, you will discover 
your spirituality type and 
what spiritual and devo-
tional practices work best 
for you. Just as we each 
have a personality type, 
we also have spirituality 
type. Perhaps you have 
wondered why some 
parts of worship feel so 

nourishing and uplifting 
while other parts feel flat. 
Maybe you have tried a 
spiritual practice such as 
centering prayer or medi-
tation, but it just didn’t 
work. Encountering God 
in worship, church life, 
and in our devotional 
time differs for each of 
us. So what is your spiri-
tuality type? Why would 
you even want to know? 
Join us and discover 
something new about 
yourself. You may be 
surprised! Others who 

have taken this work-
shop were! The work-
shop will meet in the li-
brary.  You are welcome 
to contact me for more 
information and to let 
me know you will be 
c o m i n g .  C h r i s -
tina.williams38@verzion.
net, or 978-692-5178. 
 

 

 

Bible Boot Camp 
If you’ve ever wondered 
if maybe you’re not a 
Christian because you 
don’t “believe” the bible, 
this book study is for 
you! It might just change 
your life! Or, at least 
your relationship with 
the bible and under-
standing of Christianity! 
We will dig into Reading 
the Bible Again for the First 
Time: Taking the Bible Seri-
ously but Not Literally by 
Marcus Borg. The book 
is described: “One of the 
vital challenges facing 
thoughtful people today 
is how to read the Bible 
faithfully without aban-
doning our sense of 

truth and history. Reading 
the Bible Again for the First 
Time provides a much-
needed solution to the 
problem of how to have 
a fully authentic yet con-
temporary understanding 
of the scriptures. Many 
mistakenly believe there 
are no choices other 
than fundamentalism or 
simply rejecting the Bible 
as something that can 
bring meaning to our 
lives. Answering this 
modern dilemma, ac-
claimed author Marcus 
Borg reveals how it is 
possible to reconcile the 
Bible with both a scien-
tific and critical way of 

thinking and our deepest 
spiritual needs, leading to 
a contemporary yet 
grounded experience of 
the sacred texts.” The 
remaining meetings 
are February 2 and 
February 9 from 7-
8:30pm.  
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In the long run 

the pessimist 

may be proved 

right, but the 

optimist has a 

better time on 

the trip.  

~ Daniel L. 

Reardon 

M A R K I N G S  

SACC Vacation Getaways 
Over the last few years we 
have raised $2700 by con-
necting generous SACC 
members who have a va-
cation place for rental with 
members and non-
members interested in a 
get-a-way.  The appeal of 
this fund raiser is that 
those who buy the get-a-
way are buying something 
they would likely have 
bought anyway but in this 

situation the money goes 
to SACC!   We hope to 
continue this program this 
year with at least a few 
vacation rentals.  Please let 
Gary Lacroix know if you 
have a vacation place that 
you are willing to donate.   
Note – solicitation can be 
made open to All or lim-
ited to just SACC-
members – your choice.   

  

Lectio Divina is Coming During Lent! 
Lectio Divina is an ancient 
practice of praying the 
scriptures. In this practice, 
the scripture reads us in-
stead of us simply reading 
scripture. Early Christians 
believed scripture held 
multiple meanings. Lectio 
Divina has long been used 
as a way to prayerfully en-
ter into scripture to gain 
deeper understandings and 
draw out new and revela-
tory meanings. Lectio Di-

vina has been referred to as 
the “divine” reading of 
scripture. 
 
Lectio Divina During 
Lent will be held on Tues-
day evenings, March 6, 13, 
20, and 27 from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in the library.  
We will be using gospels 
stories from Mark and 
John that lead up to the 
Passion story. All are wel-
come to join this ancient 

contemplative practice dur-
ing the Lenten season. For 
those of you who tried this 
in the Discover Your Spiritu-
ality Type workshop and 
enjoyed it, please join us! 
You are welcome to con-
tact me for more informa-
tion and to let me know 
you will be attending! 
 Christina.williams38@verzion.net, 

or 978.692.5178 
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Visioning Meeting 
Where are we going? 
What are we doing here? 
What dreams do we have 
to more fully live out 
God’s call?! On Sunday, 
February 12 after wor-
ship, plan to stay for 
lunch and participate in 
an easy (yes!) and painless 
(yes!) and quick (yes!) vi-

sion-writing session. Do 
you dream of SACC be-
ing overrun with toddlers 
at an afternoon service? 
Do you dream of us run-
ning a soup kitchen out 
of the basement? Do you 
dream of us doing exactly 
what we’re doing only 
better? Then come and 

write it down and share it. 
You may wish to read 
this article prior to the 
meeting: www.inc.com/
magaz ine/20110201/
c r e a t in g - a - company-
vision.html   
(Thanks to Barbara 
Donohue!)  

Both 

optimists and 

pessimists 

contribute to 

our society. 

The optimist 

invents the 

airplane and 

the 

pessimist 

the 

parachute.  

Gil Stern 

Feedback Circles for Families 

New England Pot Roast Dinner 
 
Save the Date! 
Saturday, March 10th  
5:30-7:00 

Everyone with kids – ba-
bies through junior high – 
come join a facilitated dia-
logue and share your ex-
periences of worship and 
Sunday School at SACC. 
How can we better meet 
the needs of your family? 
What works well for you, 
and what does not work 
well? The final circle is on 

Sunday, February 5 at 
9:15am. Childcare and 
bagels will be provided! 
Please join us so we can 
strengthen our wonderful 
church and our commu-
nity of young families. 

Bake Sales!   
February 5, March 4, April 1 
Bake and/or buy some yummy treats—funds raised will benefit SACC!   
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If they can 

make 

penicillin out 

of moldy 

bread, they 

can sure 

make 

something 

out of you. 

Muhammed 

Ali 

Help Wanted, Please 
Are you looking for a way 
to serve SACC?   We're  
hoping that everyone will 
take a moment to con-
sider how she or he can 
contribute to the SACC 
community.  Currently, 
SACC has members who 
are 'multi-tasking' - in 2, 3, 
or even 4 different minis-
tries so that our church 
runs as smoothly and as 
successfully as possible.  
Please consider lightening 
their load and step up to 
get involved in one of the 
following areas: 
 
Sunday School 
Consider being a teacher!  
Our children are the heart 
and the soul of this 
church and we could use a 
few more folks who 
would be willing to spend 
one Sunday per month 
with a small class - open-
ings in all age groups!  pre 
planned curriculum in-
cluded!  If you have never 
taught before please don't 
let this hold you back - 
you will get PLENTY of 
support and guidance. 
 
Accounting - yes, you 
read correctly!  If you  
would feel  comfortable 
contributing an hour or so 
a couple of times a month 
- paying bills, checking in 
with our treasurer - this 
could be the place for 
you! OR How about  
learning the ropes of a 
Church Collector - col-

lecting the Sundays dona-
tions, recording, and mak-
ing the deposit at any local 
Middlesex bank.  We 
could use some folks who 
would be willing to learn 
how this is done and be-
come a substitute. 
 
SACC Website 
The SACC web site team 
has designed a new web 
site (the layout, the colors, 
and so on) and is seeking 
someone who knows 
CMSMS (a content man-
agement system) and CSS 
(Cascading Style Sheets) 
to implement the design. 
 
Properties   
Even though SACC is 
considered a small church, 
our properties team can 
always use another help-
ing hand (or 2 or 3 or 4) 
doing what needs to be 
done.  
 
Nominating Committee 
Are you an individual who 
enjoys talking to people - 
on the phone or in person 
-finding out what their 
interests and/or skills are?  
Perhaps this is the spot 
for you! 
 
Christian Ministries 
Working with folks at 
SACC who reach beyond 
our walls in South Acton 
and work on both com-
munity, as well as global 
projects 
 

Cleaning Team  
Great ministry - once 
every 8 weeks - fun peo-
ple - WOW! 
 
Marketing 
We are looking for some-
one who will make sure 
we’re getting press in the 
local papers, that we have 
signage for events...the list 
could go on...  
 
There are so many ways 
to serve SACC!  Perhaps 
you have an idea that you 
would like to initiate - if 
so WONDERFUL! - this 
is how many of our minis-
tries began - think coffee 
house, the new Scrips 
program, arts and crafts 
fair, rummage sale, music 
committee etc.   
 
Please contact Janet Cow-
ley if you can serve in any 
way - large or small - I'll 
leave it at that - remember 
- we need you! 
 
Thanks !    Janet Cowley - 
978-897-4849    



2/4 Becky Hadden’s Team 
2/11 Pam Roger’s Team 
2/18  Judy Hodge’s Team  
2/25  Jane Epstein’s Team 
3/3  Angela Aaronson’s Team 
 

Cleaning Teams 
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If they can 

make 

penicillin out 

of moldy 

bread, they 

can sure 

make 

something 

out of you. 

Muhammed 

Ali 

Reading Aloud the Gospel of Mark 
The cycle of scripture 
readings has us currently 
hearing from the Gospel 
of Mark on Sunday morn-
ings – the shortest and the 
“punchiest” of the gos-
pels. Many say that the 
only way to appreciate the 
story and humor of this 

gospel is to read it aloud 
in one sitting! So on Sun-
day, February 26 from 
4:00-6:00pm we’ll gather 
in the front of the sanctu-
ary and read the gospel by 
candlelight. (Reading the 
gospel itself will take 
about 90 minutes.) What a 

wonderful way to enter 
the Lenten season! You 
are welcome to come and 
just listen, but if you 
would like to be a reader 
please sign up with 
Katrina. All ages are wel-
come!  

March Madness:  Fasting and Feasting 
Through Lent 
Mark your calendars now 
for a fun and subversive 
take on Lent that will 
meet every Sunday eve-
ning in March. In wor-
ship you will be invited to 
give something up during 

Lent, but on Sundays we 
will feast on some 
“forbidden” and delicious 
foods! Each week we will 
explore a different indul-
gence led by a SACC 
member. Evenings will 

begin with a Lenten devo-
tion, and then will move 
on to wine tasting, choco-
late tasting, bread-baking, 
cheese making, and cake 
making! More details and 
times to follow. 

Thank you’s... 
�What a nice surprise receiving delicious cookies from Deacons.  It was such a nice 
idea...always nice to have a cookie with my tea or if some one drops in.  I appreciate you all 
thinking of me.  Hope you all have a Happy Healthy New Year.  Love Charlotte 
�My thanks to the Deacons for the delicious Christmas cookies—Eve Campbell 
�Thank you so very much for the delicious cookies.  So good of you to remember us ~ 
Fondly, Edith and Darrell Cain 
�Many, many thanks for the delicious Christmas cookies.  Unfortunately they will be gone by 
the time you receive this.  I appreciate being remembered in this special way.  Hope you all had 
a blessed Christmas.  Sincerely, Pete Alling 
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Stones in My Pocket    Sharing our Faith by Christie White 
 
 

A pastor friend once told me that she never knows quite what to say to the person who says 
they can't make it to church because Sunday is their only day off. The person for whom Sun-
day may be their only chance to run errands, do laundry, clean the house, read a book, sleep 
in.  
 
Like many of you I suspect, during a typical work day I'm "on" from the moment I walk in 
the door to the time I leave at night. It's a rare luxury when I don't bring work home.  
 
Before my granddaughter came to live with us 18 months ago, I used to grab my down time 
in the car on my daily commute to and from work. Now I listen to The Wiggles. Both ways. 
I don't think I'm exaggerating when I say that there are days I don't have a minute to myself. 
And I don't think I'm unique. That's where my involvement here at SACC is so important. 
Getting back to the question that my pastor friend struggles with, in my experience, the bus-
ier and more demanding my life has become the more necessary my faith community is.  
 
I walk into this sanctuary, I am not an employee. In these pews, I am not a consumer. Dur-
ing our communal prayer time, I am not a grandmother, or a partner, or a daughter. Week 
after week here I'm reminded that I am a Child of God and I am free to be all of who I am 
and am becoming.  
 
Last week Pastor Katrina invited us to pay attention to where God is calling us in our lives. 
We gathered stones to symbolize the things we are being called to build and to create.  
 
I put a few stones in my pocket which I've carried with me this week: 
-I am called to listen to God in the still, small moments of my day; 
-I am called to be present and available to my family; 
-I am called to let go of the material stuff that clutters my life and drags me down; 
-I am called to create art; 
-I am called to sing & make music.  
 
These are a few of the places I feel God's tug when I enter this sanctuary. It's as if God is 
tapping me on my shoulder saying, "Hey wake up Christie! You are not your work. You are 
not your stuff. You have so much more to offer the world." I'm so glad to have a place like 
SACC where I can sit quietly in the presence of God (especially in those moments AFTER 
the Children's Sermon) to be reminded of God's love for me, of my best self, and of the 
stones in my pocket. 


