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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.

2012

From Katrina...
Soon it will be 2012. (Wow!)
And after the New Years'
holiday has ended and we
return to work or school or
the usual routine, things will
be a little... dull. The bustle
of September is past. Halloween is long gone. The
Thanksgiving gatherings are
over. The Christmas trees
and lights and gifts
will soon be put
away. Family has
gone back home.
And now, even
the hyped-up fun
of the New Year is
about to be history. And things
go
b ac k
to
"normal." No special gatherings to
look forward to.
No big holidays
coming up. Just months of
more cold, dark winter to
come. It sounds kind of depressing, doesn't it?!
In fact, a few years ago a
scientist calculated that "the
most depressing day of the
year" is the third Monday in
January -- this year, January
24. Why is this the "most
depressing" day? Apparently
this scientist analyzed the

weather, how long it takes
people to fail on their New
Years' resolutions, when
Christmas-shopping credit
card bills arrive, the length
of time from other holidays,
and pinpointed the third
Monday in January.
Yikes! Does this sound true?

Acknowledging that some
of us struggle with clinical
depression year-round and
that this time of year truly
can exacerbate this devastating illness, what about the
rest of us? Do we get down
in January? Do we retreat
from others? Do we lose
motivation? Do thoughts of
self-doubt or self-criticism
start to reign? Do we feel

distant from God?
If so, let me go out on a
limb and state the obvious -come to church! It will get
you out of your own head, it
will connect you to others, it
will remind you of God's
vast creation, it will give you
the opportunity to sing
(which has been
clinically proven
to have health
benefits!). Come
for our special
New Years Day
worship,
the
Healing service,
the
Epiphany
Celebration, the
bible study, the
Blessing of the
Animals! Come
and be reminded
that joy is not dependent on
our circumstances, but is
grounded in the love and
grace of God.
Merry Christmas, Happy
New Year, and God's blessings to you all!
Katrina
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From the Diaconate
The waiting is over!
We are heading into the
light!
The Deacons spent
our December meeting
baking cookies and delivering them to folks we
thought could use a little
cheer. (see photos later

on in Markings)
Thank you to all who
caroled, cooked, baked
and danced at the annual
Barn Dance event.
Thank you to the
children and Terri Carotenuto for a wonderful
pageant, thank you to Ed

for a beautiful concert
and for all our wonderful
holiday events.
A very Blessed and
Healthy 2012 to you all!
Pam Rogers
Diaconate Chair

Executive Board News
Just several updates this
month, and one very important reminder.

Our lives begin
to end the day
we become
silent about
things that
matter. Martin Luther
King Jr.
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Our ongoing work to
finalize our new Outdoor
Sign continues, with additional stipulations by the
Town of Acton Planning
Board as to the proper location. Several members of
our Congregation are working this latest issue, to insure
we meet the town’s requirements, and also have the
maximum visibility for our
new sign.
Our Missions Committee
are in the final stages of a
decision on the Adult Mission Trip, with several folks
interested in a week-long
Mission, possibly to New
Orleans to work on housing,
and several others recommending a shorter, more
local trip. We are so pleased
with the level of interest,
and look forward to the announcement of which trip
will be planned. Keep in
mind there is still plenty of
time to join in, and participate in this wonderful outreach, wherever the final
destination.
We discussed at length
the need for an updated

Church Web Site, and getting folks who can help get
that done. Cathy Leonard
has done a tremendous job
in keeping our website active, and now we need other
members to help in that important job, and to also help
to complete our new site.
R emember, i n this
“technology age” we live in,
many people who are new
to an area look to the Web
to get their information, and
this includes which church
to visit and possibly join as
well. Please contact either
Katrina or Janet Cowley if
you are interested in helping
with our website.
Patti Babcock is leading a
sub-committee that is looking into our By-Laws, with
the goal of presenting a list
of recommendation on how
we can organize ourselves
more efficiently, and how
our By-Laws reflect how a
Church should be run in
these modern times. That
committee has had their first
meeting, and the work is
ongoing. If you have an
interest in joining Patti and
her team, please contact her
directly.
Finally, another important message about our 2012

Budget. Gary Lacroix gave
us a look at the upcoming
year’s numbers, and unfortunately once again we will
be facing a substantial deficit. The Board discussed
this at length, and have formulated several ideas on
additional fundraising, areas
where we could possibly cut
back, and additional outreach into our community to
bring more folks into SACC
(the “invite your friends or a
neighbor to SACC” drive).
All of these will be ongoing
in 2012.
However, the facts are
most of our income is from
pledges, and I would ask
once again for each of us to
examine what we have
pledged. These are difficult
economic times, but our
church needs the support
from every member, giving
what we can to help support
our wonderful community
of Faith.
From all of us on your Executive Board, we wish you
a very Merry Christmas, and
a Happy and Healthy New
Year.
Curt Logee
Executive Board Chair

Worship in January
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January 1: All-ages worship; Communion; Katrina leading
January 8: Worship theme – Healing; Christina preaching
January 8 at 4:00pm: New Worship, Epiphany Celebration
January 15: All-ages worship; Katrina leading
January 22: Katrina preaching
January 29: Katrina preaching

New Worship & Blessing of the Animals
On the first Sunday of the
month we invite you to
join us for a 45 minute
service of prayer, new music and experiencing
God’s presence. This service is designed for families with kids who can’t
make it to morning worship, folks who work on
Sunday mornings, or people
for
whom
“traditional” Sunday ser-

vices just don’t work. In
other words, this service
can be for anyone, of any
age! It is informal and interactive, and features the
newly reformed SACC
Band! The next New
Worship will be on Sunday, January 8 at
4:00pm – we’ll celebrate
Epiphany, with stars and
light and magi!

And mark your calendars
for February 5, when
we’ll have a Blessing of
the Animals service. Yes,
bring your dog, cat or gerbil (controlled or caged, of
course!) for a special worship honoring our animal
friends and companions.

It has been my
experience
that folks who
have no vices
have very few
virtues. Abraham

January 8 Services:

Lincoln

Encountering the Darkness and Embracing the Light
Morning Service: Healing Service
Where are the dark places in our lives that yearn for God’s light? The Christian practice of
healing is rooted in Jesus’ healing ministry that attended to people’s physical, mental, and
spiritual wellbeing. In this prayerful service we will carry forth this ancient practice of healing.

Evening Service: Epiphany—The Gift of Light
What light do we shine into the darkness of other’s lives, or do we hide our light under a
bushel? Jesus calls us to shine our light into the world. In this service we will meditate on
the light Jesus brought into the world and celebrate our gifts of light whether they are hidden or they are shining.
MA RK INGS
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Youth Mission Trip
All high school youth are
invited on this years’
mission trip, from April
17-22. We’ll be doing
something a little different this year, and a little
closer to home – working in Monsen, Massachusetts to assist with
recovery and rebuilding

following the hurricane
and tornado that devastated the area. Come and
help folks who are literally our neighbors! All
participants and adult
leaders will meet Sunday,
January 22 at 6:00pm for
an organizing meeting.
Please bring your sign-

Only
passions,
great
passions,
can elevate
the soul to
great things.
- Denis
Diderot
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Bagels and Budget
Attention all SACC
members! And anyone
interested in where our
money goes! Our annual
Budget Meeting will be
WAY more exciting this
year than ever before – it
will be held on Sunday,
January 8 at 9:00am,
before worship, downstairs, over coffee and
bagels. This ensures two
things: 1) We will all be

caffeinated and alert (no
m o r e po st - wo r sh ip
drowsiness from a tedious sermon), and 2) the
meeting cannot possibly
go longer than 75 minutes. Please join us! This
is OUR church, and we
all need to discern together how best to use
our resources to serve
God.

up form and deposit
with you. If you did not
receive the form (sorry!)
or have questions, please
speak with Katrina.
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Music/Worship Team
You can help shape our
worship services! Come
join Ed, Katrina and other
SACC members as we
coordinate the scripture,
music, and themes for
upcoming Sundays. We
also brainstorm creative

ideas for all-ages services
and other special events.
Have an idea? A song? A
suggestion? Join us! The
next meeting is Wednesday, January 4 at
6:00pm.

Teacher Gathering
All teachers – come share
what is working, what isn’t
working, what support you
need, or suggestions or
ideas. We’ll also go over the
scriptural themes in the upcoming Sundays, so everyone has a sense of the “arc”

What's
money? A
man is a
success if he
gets up in the
morning and
goes to bed
at night and
in between
does what he
wants to do.
- Bob Dylan
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of the liturgical season.
We’ll gather the last Sunday
of each month at 10:00am,
downstairs on the couches.
The next meeting is January 29.

Bible Boot Camp
If you’ve ever wondered if
maybe you’re not a Christian because you don’t
“believe” the bible, this
book study is for you! It
might just change your life!
Or, at least your relationship with the bible and
understanding of Christianity! We will dig into
Reading the Bible Again for
the First Time: Taking the
Bible Seriously but Not Literally by Marcus Borg. The
book is described:
“One of the vital challenges facing thoughtful
people today is how to
read the Bible faithfully
without abandoning our
sense of truth and history.
Reading the Bible Again for
the First Time provides a

much-needed solution to
the problem of how to
have a fully authentic yet
contemporary understanding of the scriptures. Many
mistakenly believe there
are no choices other than
fundamentalism or simply
rejecting the Bible as
something that can bring
meaning to our lives. Answering this modern dilemma, acclaimed author
Marcus Borg reveals how
it is possible to reconcile
the Bible with both a scientific and critical way of
thinking and our deepest
spiritual needs, leading to a
contemporary
yet
grounded experience of
the sacred texts.”

The book is readily available online (for about $6
used) and in bookstores.
Please sign-up for this
group with Katrina
(katrina2332@yahoo.com)
by January 15. We will
meet for three Thursdays
from 7:00-8:30pm, January 26, February 2 and
February 9.

Young Family Circle Discussions

The greatest
mistake you
can make in
life is to be

Last spring, many of you
attended a "circle discussion" to talk about your
experience of worship at
SACC. At these circles, we
shared a wealth of information and feelings about
what it's like to come to a
service, how we respond
to various parts of our
worship services, and what
aspects of worship most
move each of us. After the
Pastoral Advice and Support Committee reviewed
the feedback from these
circles, we began to
change certain aspects of
our Sunday worship services.

In our next circles, we'd
like to focus on the experience of the families with
our youngest members!
Parents with children up
to Grade 8, we'd like to
hear from you! We will
hold two circles: January
22 at 12-12:45 and February 5 at 9:15-10:00.
Child care and food will
be provided at each circle,
so you can most comfortably bring your kids.
Things we'd like you to
think and talk about: What
brings you to church?
What is your children's

experience of Sunday
School? How can SACC
support you as a parent?
What would you like for
your children to experience at SACC?
If you have any questions
about the feedback circles,
please get in touch with
Russ Bosbach, chair of
Pastoral Advice and Support Committee.
Looking forward to seeing
you at one of our circle
discussions!

continually
fearing you
will make
one. - Elbert
Hubbard

Friday Coffee with Katrina
Join Katrina and other
SACC folks at the Boston
Bean House in Maynard
(across from the CVS)
every Friday morning
between 9:30am and
11:00am. (Metered parking
is available on the street or
behind CVS, or for free in
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the lot between Main and
Nason streets.) Stop by to
share your thoughts, ideas
or concerns. Remember
that you can also make an
appointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially; just
call the church office to
arrange a time.
MA RK INGS
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Thank Yous
Dear S.A.C.C. family,

I would like to thank
everyone who attended
my mothers funeral. Also
for all the wonderful cards
and prayers. This was
such a huge sad time for
me and my family so everything you did was such a
nice healing feeling.
I send out a special
thanks to Katrina, for her
emotional help and all the

kleenex SHE needed.......
Thank you to Bill &
Amber for setting everything up with the choir,
and to Ed for the beautiful music that my mother
so loved. Barbara Donahue I can't thank you
enough for singing my
song dedicated to mom
with that angel voice of
yours.
A small p.s. to Amber;
my ribs still hurt from all

the laughter.........:) And
thanks for letting us in
that night!
A church is a building
for prayer and thanks, but
its the congregation that
makes it home.
Sincerely,
Jody Chandler
1 Haynes St, #2
Maynard, MA 001754
(617-930-8517)
Jodychandler123@gmail.com

Dear Church Members and Art and June,

“Always
laugh when
you can. It is

Thank you for the prayer shawl. I appreciate
your thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely,
Kathy Fleming

cheap
medicine.” Lord Byron

Deacons decorating holiday cookies

January Cleaning
12/31 Angela Aaronson’s Team
1/7 Jane Epstein’s Team
1/14 Bill Klauer’s Team
1/21 Tom Porcher’s Team
1/28 Marilyn Dow’s Team
2/4 Becky Hadden’s Team
MA RK INGS

