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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
On Sunday morning I
arrived at the church a
little earlier than usual.
I entered the quiet
sanctuary and began
to prepare: I folded up
the green paraments,
tucked them away
under the communion table, and spread
out the purple cloth.
I retrieved the old
wooden wheel from
my office. I selected
four large candles. I
set up the new lantern. Others began
to arrive and help in
the preparations. We
arranged tables and
tested microphones,
turned on lights and
discussed Advent
Wreath placement.
Coffee was brewed,
bulletins set in neat
sheaves and soon, you
began to arrive. It was
like any other Sunday
in our lovely little
church… but it was
different. Advent was
beginning. Now, the

colors and music and
candlelight pull at us
just where our souls
ache for light and life
and hope. Now, our
time is anchored by

watching, waiting and
wonder. Now, we have
so clearly entered a
new season, a season
defined not by a
school calendar or
merchants’ association
or football schedule
but by the church. And
yes, you could argue

that the church seasons are just as manufactured as any other
way to mark time, but
as we draw strength
from one another to
resist the crush and
rush of “the holidays”, Advent draws
us deeper and closer
to God. Advent has
no agenda other than
to wake us up to the
presence of Christ,
who has come, who is
with us, and for whom
we wait!
I look forward to seeing each one of you at
our many times of fellowship, worship and
celebration
this
month. Thanks be to
God for all of you,
and for this sacred
season!
Katrina
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From the Diaconate
Don’t forget my directive last month, lets try
to “bring a friend to
SACC” sometime during
Advent season.
We have our now world
famous Caroling, Potluck and Barn Dancing
on Sunday, December

“Advent:
the time to
listen for
footsteps you can't
hear footsteps when
you're running yourself.” Bill
McKibben
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11—Please join us, you
won’t want to miss it.
Caroling at 4 PM, Potluck at 5:30 PM with
Barn Dancing to follow
around 6:30 PM. Dudley and Jacqueline will be
joining us again as our
fiddlers and callers.

As always, please contact
your deacon if you have
any requests or special
needs.
The “Deacon on Duty” for
December is Bee Baker.
Pam Rogers

Executive Board News
We are seeing a lot of
activity this month, as
items your Board have
been working on are being completed.
First, we have purchased a new Snow
Blower, to better maintain
our sidewalk and walkways. The old machine
gave us excellent service,
but the time came to replace it, and we have a
new machine all set to go
for this winter. Many
thanks to Peter Babcock
for his work on getting
this new unit, which
should serve us well for
many years to come.
As part of our ongoing
re-alignment work, we
voted to purchase new
speakers for the Sanctuary, to better improve the
sound quality during our
Worship. Tom Porcher
has bought these, and
along with Kirby Russell
has installed them over
the Thanksgiving weekend.
Many thanks to

Tom and Kirby for their
work on this project. As
many of you know, we
have committed to continue to improve our
Sanctuary, and we will
next work on our lighting,
so the “spotlight” issues
some of us experience will
disappear.
Believe it or not, we are
also about to clear our last
hurtle with the Town of
Acton to get our new
Outdoor Sign approved.
The Town Planning
Board had asked for a
“landscape design” for
the area around the sign,
and we have submitted a
sketch of what we envision the area will look
like. This means we
should be receiving
“final” approval soon, and
we are trying very hard to
get this sign completed as
quickly as possible. It has
been quite a process, I can
tell all of you that. We
would like to thank Rick
Cowley for all his hard

work in dealing with the
various Town Boards
Finally, we are in the
final stages of our Stewardship Campaign, and on
behalf of the Board, I
would urge all of you who
have not submitted your
pledge, to please do so.
Based upon the numbers
pledged, our Treasurer
Gary Lacroix will begin
work on the 2012 budget,
and must submit his proposal to the Board for
their review by December
11th. In this difficult economic time, we will need
everyone to give their
support to SACC so we
can continue all the good
work we do throughout
our church year. A big
thank you goes out to
Kelly Donohue and her
team for running the
Stewardship Campaign
this year.
Curt Logee
Executive Board Chair

Worship in December
December 4:
December 4
December 11:
December 18:
December 20
December 24
December 24
December 25
January 1:
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Second Sunday of Advent; communion; Katrina preaching;
pageant rehearsal begins
at 4:00pm: New Worship with communion
Third Sunday in Advent; Katrina preaching;
pageant rehearsal
Fourth Sunday in Advent; Pageant!
at 7:30pm: Stillness in the Advent Dark,
at 4:30pm: Children’s Christmas Eve Service
at 7:30pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
at 9:00am: Christmas Morning Worship for all ages
Communion; Katrina preaching

Christmas Services

On Christmas Eve, join us
for one (or both!) of our
special worship services.
At 4:30pm we gather for a
shorter service designed
especially for children.
Our junior Choir will sing,
familiar carols sung, and
the Christmas story will be
acted out spontaneously
by whoever wishes to participate! This is a great ser-

vice for wiggly toddlers
and fussy babies – chaotic
and fun! At 7:30pm a different mood will fall over
the sanctuary as our Candlelight Service begins.
The Senior Choir will sing
anthems, Lessons and
Carols will be read, and
we’ll conclude with the
lighting of candles. And
yes, this year Christmas

“Let's
falls on a Sunday! So roll
out of bed and join us at
9:00am for an informal
drink-your-hot-cocoa-andrejoice worship! This service will be appropriate
for all ages and will be
about 45 minutes.

approach
Christmas with
an expectant
hush, rather
than a lastminute rush.”
Anonymous

Readers for Christmas Eve
As is our tradition, we
look forward to having
SACC members and
friends read the lessons at

the 7:30pm service on
Christmas Eve. (We will
need about 8 readers.) If
you are a strong and confi-

dent reader of any age,
please speak with Katrina
by December 16.

Candlelight Concert by Ed
On Sunday, December
18th, I will be giving my
second-annual concert of
Christmas music on the
piano. As last year, it will

be a chance to celebrate
the coming of Christmas
with an hour of meditative
and calming music, illuminated by candlelight. The

concert will be at 7 pm.
Please come, and invite
your friends!
--Blessings, Ed
MA RK INGS
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Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Youth Mission Trip 2012
Our trip is all set for
April 17-22! All high
school youth are encouraged to join us for this
years’ mission trip. We’ll
be doing something a
little different this year,
and a little closer to
home – working out in
Monsen, Massachusetts

to assist with recovery
and rebuilding following
the hurricane and tornado that devastated the
area. Come and help
folks who are literally our
neighbors! All families
should receive a mailing
in the next few weeks. (If
you do not receive one –

our apologies! Kids grow
up so fast that we often
lose track. Just call the
church office and ask for
the information.) Sign-up
forms are due back by
Christmas, and planning
meetings will begin in
January!

“God and Church” for Kids
The greatest
gift you will
ever receive
will never be
found under a
Christmas
tree. It is far

How do God and the
church fit into your life?
I don't mean in general,
but you as a young member of our church specifically? Not sure? Well,
come to a new, fun and
interactive class to make
discoveries about yourself, Jesus and about your
church.
This program is geared
for kids in grades 6-8
(but can be appropriate
for kids aged 11 to 15).

This class was originally
designed for girl and boy
scouts, but is good for
anyone. We will have
regular classes with activities, a fun project and
bible readings that help
you understand how Jesus and his teachings relate to you.
Everyone who completes
the class can earn an
award which will be presented in church. This is
a great supplement to

Sunday School classes, or
for kids who can't make
Sunday School and
would like to learn more.
Classes will begin in the
New Year and be held on
Sunday afternoons and
will last for about two
months. Please talk to,
or e-mail Dulcey Lacroix
for more information.

too valuable to
be stored in
any other
place but in
the depths of
your heart.

Anonymous
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Family Advent Wreath-Making
Are you wanting a simple, meaningful way to
mark the days of Advent with your family?
Longing to connect
your kids to the religious dimensions of
the season? Don’t have
an Advent wreath at
home? Make one at
church! On Saturday,

December 3 from 45pm, we’ll gather to
sing, learn about the
Advent Wreath, and
put together a simple
one to take home.
You’ll also receive
short prayers that you
can use when lighting
your wreath at dinnertime. This activity is

suitable for all ages!
You’ll need to RSVP
by Thursday, December 1 at noon so
we can purchase
enough materials for
everyone. Please email
Katrina if you plan to
attend:
Katrina2332
@yahoo.com.

P AGE

5

Stillness in Advent
Dreading another busy
“holiday season”? Tired
of people asking if you’re
“ready” for Christmas?
Sick of the pressure to
shop and be merry? Then
resist! Advent is a time to
watch, wait and wonder
in the fullness of time and
the richness of place. Re-

When Christ
entered our
world, he
didn't come
to brighten
our
Decembers,
but to

sist the “holiday madness” by reminding yourself to be still with God.
Using the book, “The
Stillness We Seek” a daily
devotional for Advent, as
well as Advent scripture
and guided prayers, we
will focus on slowing
down enough to connect

with God this season.
The group will meet
Thursdays, December 1
and December 8 from
7-8:30pm. Please RSVP
to Katrina so she an order
enough devotional books,
which are $3.

Christmas Pageant on December 18
As the season is upon us,
our Christian Education
thoughts turn towards
preparing for our annual
Christmas Pageant. All
children are welcome to
participate and will have
a role (even if they can't
make rehearsal).
Rehearsals begin on December 4th and continue on the 11th. For
the two rehearsals, the

children will go downstairs following the Children's Sermon.
The
Pageant is on December
18 and children will go
downstairs at the very
beginning of service (at
10:30) to prepare. We
thank our pageant
Queen Terry Carotenuto
for her wonderful direction and we look forward to a beautiful per-

transform
our lives.

Rich Miller

Stillness in the Advent Dark:
a service of prayer before Christmas
It is so dark at the end of
December. And so cold.
And so frantic. And if we
are grieving or struggling
or lost than the shadows
of these weeks can feel
even deeper… and like
they might never end.
Gather in the peace of
our sanctuary to sing and
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pray by candlelight, to
hear the ancient words of
scripture that stir our
hearts and call us to
hope. Come and find
healing for all that presses
on you. Come and pray
for others in this tender
season. Come and simply
be still when the culture

wants you to shop and
bustle. It is Advent… and
as Christians we are still
waiting and watching and
hoping.
Join us on
Tuesday, December 20
at 7:30pm.
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Ever wonder what’s behind that door? Or where
our heat comes from? Or
what’s inside the organ?
Or how many bats are in
the belfry? On Sunday 4
December, come join us
on a tour of our church
building after the morning
service. We’ll do a short
tour in and out of the
building and let you see

what’s what in our little
church home!
Remember, if there’s
something urgent that
needs attention, or you
just have a question, put a
note in the Properties
Notebook in the Vestry
and send an email to
P r o p e r ties@SouthActonCC.org.

You also can email me at
tom@porchers.org, or feel
free to call me at
978.897.4225 if you don’t
have email. Keep up the
good work in the Properties Notebook logs!
Tom Porcher
Properties Chair

More Circle Discussion in January
Unless we
make Christmas an occasion to share
our blessings, all the
snow in
Alaska won't

Last spring, many of you
attended a "circle discussion" to talk about your
experience of worship at
SACC. At these circles,
we shared a wealth of information and feelings
about what it's like to
come to a service, how we
respond to various parts
of our worship services,
and what aspects of worship most move each of
us. After the Pastoral Advice and Support Committee reviewed the feed-

back from these circles,
we have begun to change
certain aspects of our
Sunday worship services.
The response from these
circles was so compelling
that the committee plans
to continue these feedback circles this year. Our
next series of circles will
take place shortly after
Christmas. In these circles, we will begin to explore children's experiences in our church. We

will ask parents of the
children who are coming
to our church now to reflect upon their children's
experience of SACC's
Sunday School and other
programs. We will offer
child care at these sessions
so that parents can attend.
If you have any questions
about the feedback circles,
please get in touch with
Russ Bosbach, chair of
Pastoral Advice and Support Committee.

make it
'white'.
Bin Crosby

Easy Peasy Fundraiser for SACC
ShopWithScrip.com allows non-profit organizations to order gift cards
from popular retailers
(Target, Gap, Home Depot, just to name a few)
and SACC gets a percentage of the total cards purchased. Percentages vary
on cards purchased.
Order forms will be avail-
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able at church beginning
November 27. I will collect all the forms by December 11 so you can be
sure to have them for gift
giving or gift purchasing
before Christmas.
Don't just think about
Christmas either. You can
purchase cards to use at a

later time and SACC benefits every time you spend
money you were already
going to spend!
A full list of retailers will is
available online ShopWithScrip.com.
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On the first Sunday of the
month we invite you to
join us for a 45 minute
service of prayer, new music and experiencing
God’s presence. This service is designed for families with kids who can’t
make it to morning worship, folks who work on
Sunday mornings, or peo-

ple for whom “traditional”
Sunday services just don’t
work. In other words, this
service can be for anyone,
of any age! It is informal
and interactive, and features the newly reformed
SACC Band! The next
New Worship will be on
Sunday, December 4 at
4:00pm, when we’ll ex-

plore the season of Advent and how marking the
time can help us to enter
the season more deeply
and connect with God
more fully. Come ready to
participate!

Revisioning the By-Laws
Christmas is
a season for
kindling the
fire for hospitality in the
hall, the genial flame of
charity in the
heart.
Washington
Irving
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Have you ever wondered
why we have an executive
board or committees? If
you're curious, join us for
a revisioning of the bylaws meeting on Wednesday, December 7 at 7pm
at SACC.

Questions? Please contact
Patti Babcock at ppbabcock@comcast.net.

Loaves & Fishes—Kids Need You!
Once again, in December
2011, Loaves & Fishes is
holding a special "Shop
for Your Kids" day, where
our clients can get free
toys and books for their
children so that they may
celebrate the holidays "like
other kids." We anticipate
providing gifts for even
more children than last
year (560+), and are asking for your help. Complete details are on the
attached press release.
First, if you would print
something about the toy
drive in your newsletter,
that would a wonderful
way to get the information
out about the event. (Any
resident of Ayer, Shirley,

Groton, Littleton, Harvard, or Devens, or anyone who worships in these
towns, may come to the
Shop for Your Kids event
as long as they have children over the age of 2,
have registered for SFYK
at the pantry, and have
visited the pantry 3 times
within the past year).
Second, if you could possibly run a toy or gift card
(for teenagers) drive, that
would be the icing on the
cake!
Finally, if you can help us
move toys to the pantry,
inventory them, and then
take them over to the Devens Community Center
(where the event will be

held), please let me know we need lots of hands to
make this go smoothly.
We will have a list of
"most wanted items" on
our
web
site,
www.loavesfishespantry.org ,
within a couple of days. If
you want to run a drive
and would like some PR
associated with it, just
drop me an e-mail or give
me a call at 978-486-1090
and I'll set something up.
Please help - hundreds of
local children need you!
Judy Grande
Co-Chair, Shop for Your
Kids Program
Loaves & Fishes Food
Pantry
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On Sunday, November 20,
the Sunday School baked
gingerbread cookies and discussed giving and missions!
The cookies were sold dur-

ing coffee hour and we are other half to Heifer Project.
happy to report that we have Thank you all for your sup$144 to be donated. Half port.
of the proceeds will be sent
to Lazurus House and the

Christmas is
not a time
nor a season,
but a state of
mind. To
cherish peace
and goodwill,
to be plenteous in mercy,
is to have the
real spirit of
Christmas.

Thank You!

When we planned our move from Indian Village to Audubon Hill we thought
we knew what to expect from the SAC movers. But little did we know what a
fun experience it would turn out to be.
Our neighbors did not know what to expect when the moving truck,
guided by Charlie Aaronson backed into our driveway on Oct. 8th along
with 25 eager helpers! It surely looked like a party!
When the move was completed the next Saturday even more of our SACC
friends showed up. So to all the more than 35 folks, including Jim Willis, the
Boss,and Charlie Aaronson, the driver and packer extraordinaire, we give
thanks, and appreciation for a tremendous job done with great skill and a bit
of huffing and puffing moving a sleep sofa and in a happy way.
You all are the best!!!
Ruth and Herb Blodgett

Friday Coffee with Katrina
Join Katrina and other
SACC folks at the Boston
Bean House in Maynard
(across from the CVS)
every Friday morning bet we e n 9: 30am an d

11:00am. (Metered parking
is available on the street or
behind CVS, or for free in
the lot between Main and
Nason streets.) Stop by to
share your thoughts, ideas

Calvin
Coolidge

Cleaning Teams
12/3 Marilyn Dow’s Team
12/10 Becky Hadden’s Team
12/17 Pam Roger’s Team
12/24 Judy Hodge’s Team
12/31 Angela Aaronson’s Team
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or concerns. Remember
that you can also make an
appointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially; just
call the church office to
arrange a time.

