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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

 There were at least 
thirty of us – probably 
more – gathered in the 
church basement after 
worship this past Sunday. 
We sat for over an hour in 
gently curving semi-circles 
of metal folding chairs. 
And we prayed. And we 
sang. And we listened. 
And we spoke. And we 
shared our experiences of 
the sanctuary as it is now, 
with the pews facing the 
Shepherd Window. We 
shared our experiences of 
the awkwardness and the 
glare, and also the open-
ness and the light. We lis-
tened as some of us found 
it ill-fitting and hard to 
hear, while others of us 
found the sound marvel-
ous and the space expan-
sive. I believe we all ac-
knowledged that the pews 
and carpets just plain 
don’t fit great the way 
they are now; indeed, they 
weren’t designed to go 
that way! But we came to 
different conclusions 
about what to do with 
that poor fit, because of 
how we have experienced 
the change or how we ap-
preciated the original ar-
rangement. I was moved 
by our attentiveness and 

respect for one another. I 
was brought to tears by 
our love for SACC that is 
deeper than any architec-
ture. But still, some of us 
are disappointed, and 
grieving the loss of a wor-
ship space that was com-
fortable, familiar and his-
toric. And some of us are 
looking forward to em-
bracing the new sense of 
community and freshness 
that the “window way” 
offers. (Yes, we voted to 
remain facing the Shep-
herd window.) 
 What do I think? I 
agree completely with eve-
ryone. 
 I miss the tradi-
tional arrangement! I miss 
the sanctuary feeling his-
toric and simple and sym-
metric, like a neatly-
packed box. I miss being 
able to see the whole con-
gregation in one glance 
when preaching. I miss 
the clean, open space at 
the front for children’s 
sermons and communion. 
I miss it being easy. But I 
also love the openness 
and light of the new ar-
rangement. I love being 
able to see everyone from 
my seat as we sing. I love 
that worship feels less like 

a hierarchical presentation 
and more like a gathering 
of family. In short, I am 
conflicted. But I also 
know that as worship at-
tendance in the US plum-
mets, UCC churches 
close, and Christianity ap-
pears less and less relevant 
and interesting to the vast 
majority of New England-
ers, that choosing what is 
uncomfortable and risky 
just might be a good thing 
for us.  
 Will we stay facing 
the Shepherd Window 
forever? I don’t know. 
Can we revisit this again? 
Why not?! Do we need to 
address sound and light 
and ushering issues? Ab-
solutely. But most of all, 
we will continue to wor-
ship God together in a 
glorious building, with the 
most fantastically wonder-
ful and challenging calling 
of all -- to build the king-
dom! 
 Let’s do it to-
gether, no matter where 
we are facing. Join us, and 
be reminded of what truly 
matters, and how your life 
matters, and how together 
we can 
c h a n g e 
the world! 
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Executive Board News 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

Amen!  To Katrina’s 
message on the front—I 
feel all those same feel-
ings. Let’s all embrace 
this change together and 
know that being with 
one another in a place 
filled with love is most 
important.    
 
Either the rummage sale 
has just happened or just 
about to happen.  Either 
way, I hope you were 
involved—either by bak-
ing something, donating 

something, volunteering 
or purchasing!  What a 
great community event 
for our church.   
 
As we start gearing up 
for our Advent season, I 
have a challenge for all 
of you.  Let’s “bring a 
friend to church” 
sometime during this 
wonderful season.  Let 
us share our special 
church and the warm 
feeling it gives us all with 
our friends.  How great 

is that?  If you do, let me 
know.  
As always, please contact 
your deacon if you have 
any requests or special 
needs. 
 
The “Deacon on Duty” 
until 11/27 is John 
O’Dowd. 
 
Pam Rogers 
Diaconate Chair 

Our work at the Execu-
tive Board continues as 
we move into our Church 
Year.  We are continuing 
to prepare for our new 
Outdoor Sign, as all per-
mits have finally been ap-
proved. Our Properties 
team is working on the 
dampness issue down-
stairs, which will require a 
new large dehumidifier 
that will run continually in 
the basement, and vents 
cut into the Mens, Ladies, 
and Choir Room doors.  
This project will also re-
quire us to clear and im-
prove our drainage on the 
outside of our church. We 
are planning to have all 
the necessary work com-
pleted before Winter, so 
all our basement areas will 
be nice and dry perma-
nently.  

Our Missions team is 
holding its first meeting to 
consider an Adult Mission 
Trip, and we are all very 
excited about that possi-
bility. As you know we set 
aside $10,000.  from our 
last Capital Campaign for 
“missions” and we are all 
hopeful part of this 
amount can be used to 
help fund our outreach.  
 
The most important area 
we are now concentrating 
on is our budget.  It is 
Stewardship Season again 
at SACC, and all of us on 
the Board encourage you 
to thoughtfully consider 
your pledge for this up-
coming year.  As everyone 
knows, we are in very dif-
ficult economic times, as 
the national recession 
continues and unemploy-

ment is still very high.  
This effects us all in some 
way. However, out bills 
and obligations at SACC 
never stop, and it is up to 
all of us to insure that our 
beloved church has finan-
cial stability.  Please take 
the necessary time to de-
termine what you can 
pledge to South Acton, as 
your tithe means so much 
to so many people. 
 
 
 
Curt Logee 
Executive Board Chair 

“To speak 

gratitude is 

courteous 

and pleas-

ant, to en-

act grati-

tude is gen-

erous and 

noble, but 

to live grati-

tude is to 

touch 

Heaven.” 

Johannes A. 

Gaertner 
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“As we 

express our 

gratitude, we 

must never 

forget that the 

highest 

appreciation is 

not to utter 

words, but to 

live by them.” 

-John 

Fitzgerald 

Kennedy 

Worship in November  
November 6: Communion; Katrina preaching; turns clocks back! 

November 6 at 4:00pm: New Worship with communion 

November 13: Baptism; Christina Williams preaching 

November 20: Thanksgiving Sunday; Katrina preaching 

November 27: First Sunday of Advent; All-ages Service; Katrina leading 

December 4: Second Sunday of Advent; Communion; Katrina preaching; pageant re-

hearsals begin 

Discover Your Spiritual Type Workshop 
Have you ever wondered 
why some parts of wor-
ship feel so nourishing and 
uplifting while other parts 
leave you feeling flat? 
Have you ever tried taking 
up some spiritual practice 
like centering prayer or 
meditation, but it just did-
n’t work for you? Encoun-
tering God in worship, 
church life, and in our 
own devotional time dif-
fers for each of us.  
 
We each have a spirituality 
type just as we have a per-
sonality type. So what is 
your spiritual type? Why 
would you even want to 
know? Knowing who you 
are spiritually can help you 
understand your needs 
and strengths, as well as 
the needs and strengths of 

others. It can explain why 
you gravitate toward cer-
tain experiences. Once 
you know your type, you 
will discover what specific 
spiritual practices will 
deepen your faith and 
benefit your spiritual 
growth.  
 
Curious yet? Then join me 
for a two-session work-
shop and discover some-
thing new about yourself. 
The workshop will be on 
Nov. 7 & 14, 7 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m., in the sitting area 
downstairs.  

Session 1: We will dis-

cuss the four spirituality 
types, take an easy test, 
and then discuss your re-
sults.  
Session 2:  We will do an 
exercise called lectio divina, 

or sacred reading. This 
exercise draws on the 
strengths of all four spiri-
tuality types. Lectio divina is 
a way to “open up” a 
scripture reading by calling 
forth our ability to experi-
ence it through reading, 
meditating, praying, and 
contemplation. This will 
be followed by a discus-
sion on which spiritual 
practices work best for 
you. 
 
Come, have some fun, and 
discover something new 
about yourself and others. 
Feel free to contact me for 
more information and to 
let me know you will be 
c o m i n g .  C h r i s -
tina.williams38@verzion.n
et, or 978-692-5178. 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

“Do not get 

tired of doing 

what is good. 

Don't get 

discouraged 

and give up, 

for we will 

reap a harvest 

of blessing at 

the 

appropriate 

time.” 

Galations 6:9 

M A R K I N G S  
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Youth Mission Trip 2012 
We are still figuring out 
where we might go for 
our 2012 Mission Trip, 
which will be held during 
the April School vaca-
tion (April 17-22).  But it 
will be a driving trip and 
information and forms 
will be going out some-

time before Christmas.  
If you are interested in 
participating, please let 
Katrina know so she can 
make sure you are on the 
email/snail mail list.    

Youth Group—Mosque Visit 
All high school youth 
are invited to the Is-
lamic Center of Way-
land! We will be joining 
the Boxboro UCC’s 
confirmation class for 
this trip on Sunday, 

November 20. We’ll 
meet at the church at 
noon to carpool over, 
and we should return 
by 2:30pm. This is a 
unique opportunity to 
visit our local Muslim 

house of worship, ex-
perience their prayers 
and ask questions about 
their faith. Please RSVP 
to Katrina by Sunday, 
November 13. 

Kids Halloween Party 
Come and join us for a 
Goulishly good time at 
SACC's Halloween 
Party! On Sunday, Oc-
tober 30 from 4:00 - 
5:30pm come to the 
church in costume to 
play games, do crafts, 
have a costume parade 

and more. This party is 
geared to younger chil-
dren (toddlers to third 
grade) but older sib-
lings are welcome, 
too. Better yet, invite a 
friend to come and 
have a good time to-
gether!  Please RSVP 

with the number at-
tending to Dulcey La-
c r o i x  a t 
gaduzabe@yahoo.com 
so we can have enough 
craft supplies avail-
able.  We look forward 
to seeing you there!  



 

 

“Gratitude 

makes sense 

of our past, 

brings peace 

for today, 

and creates 

a vision for 

tomorrow.” 

Melody 

Beattie   

M A R K I N G S  
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Worship Service Improvements 
Thank you all for your 
patience and openness as 
we continue to fine-tune 
our order of service. Since 
September we have been 
sharing “announcements” 
towards the end of the 
service, praying our joys 
and concerns, and have 
now moved these prayers 
to later in the service. Our 
Sunday School teachers 
suggested this change in 
order to have more time 

with the children down-
stairs! They will share joys 
and concerns in their own 
prayer time prior to sepa-
rating into classes.  
The Deacons and our Mu-
sic/Worship Team is tak-
ing careful note of how 
the experience of these 
changes is going, and also 
welcomes your feedback. 
Have these changes 
helped us to find God in 
our worship? Or do they 

seem to hinder our experi-
ence of the Holy? Remem-
ber that we are trying 
these changes in an effort 
to make our common 
worship the most sacred 
and flowing that it can be 
– we will change back if 
that is not working.  

Music/Worship Team 
The Music/Worship 
Team seeks to themati-
cally plan and coordinate 
our worship services, so 
that the scripture, 
prayers and music all fit 
together in a coherent 
whole. We also try to 
bring new music to the 
congregation and gener-

ate new ideas for creative 
worship experiences. 
Th e Team meets 
monthly after church 
with Ed and Katrina – 
anyone is welcome to 
join us! The next meet-
ing will be on Sunday, 
November 27.  

New Worship 
On the first Sunday of the 
month we invite you to 
join us for a 45 minute 
service of prayer, new 
music and experiencing 
God’s presence. This ser-
vice is designed for fami-
lies with kids who can’t 
make it to morning wor-
ship, folks who work on 
Sunday mornings, or peo-

p l e  f o r  w h o m 
“traditional” Sunday ser-
vices just don’t work. In 
other words, this service 
can be for anyone, of any 
age! It will be informal 
and interactive, and fea-
tures the newly reformed 
“SACC band.” The next 
New Worship will be on 
Sunday, November 6 at 

4:00pm, in which we’ll 
explore the theme of be-
ing led by God, and will 
feature some of our be-
loved church dogs to il-
lustrate our message! 
Come ready to engage 
and participate! 
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“If the only 

prayer you 

ever say in 

your whole 

life is 'thank 

you', that 

would  

suffice.” 

Meister  

Eckhart 
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Advent Stillness in the Christmas Chaos 
It’s hard to believe, but 
the Season of Advent is 
just a few weeks away! 
Fake Christmas trees have 
already been sighted in 
stores! Mark your calen-
dars now for an Advent 
series that will explore the 
pressures of the Christmas 
season, and how we can 
“resist” through Christian 

practice and teaching. 
How can we find stillness 
during Advent? How can 
we resist the consumerism 
of the season? What are 
your struggles this time of 
year? What do you hope 
Advent can offer you? The 
group will meet Sunday, 
December 1 and Decem-
ber 8 from 7-8:30pm. 

Our Church Home 
With the Rummage Sale (almost) behind us and Winter approaching, there are a few 
things our church home needs.  We’re looking for some new hands on the Snow Shovel-
ing Teams.  Peter Babcock is setting up the teams now and you can reach him at ppbab-
cock@comcast.net.  Also if you know of a snowthrower in good condition, let Peter 
know since the Old Thrower is ready for retirement (or past it). 
 
Many thanks to those who have used the new Properties Notebook in the Vestry.  Judy, 
Ginny, and Kelly for reporting items, and Steve, Ginny, and Tom for fixing things!  
Please continue to enter any problems or requests in the notebook—it keeps a written 
record of work that needs to be done.  Did you fix something?  Put that in the Activity 
Log, too, so you can get mentioned in next month’s Markings! 
 
There are a few work items that could use carpentry skills: building a small shelf for the 
dehumidifier in the basement and replacing some rotted facing on the outside stairs.  
Also, if you’re into poking around in the dirt, we need someone to help locate and repair 
the drain pipe that drains the front gutters.  If any of these projects seem up your alley, 
drop a note to Properties@SouthActonCC.org or give me a call. 
 
I forgot to mention two other stealth members of the Properties Team last month: 
Don Croad (rentals) 
Peter Babcock (snow czar) 
 
If there’s something urgent that needs attention, or you just have a question, send an 
email to Properties@SouthActonCC.org.  You can email me at tom@porchers.org, or 
feel free to call me at 978.897.4225 if you don’t have email.  Keep up the good work in 
the Properties Notebook logs! 
 
Tom Porcher 
Properties Chair 
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“Thanksgiv-

ing Day is a 

jewel, to set 

in the hearts 

of honest 

men; but be 

careful that 

you do not 

take the day, 

and leave out 

the  

gratitude.” 

E.P. Powell 
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Thank You! Dear Members of 
the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, 
 
     I recently re-
ceived one of your 
lovely shawls from 
m y  d a u g h t e r , 
Karen Voellmann. 
    Your beautiful 
work and the ac-
companing mes-
sage are both in-
spiring and com-
forting; especially 
during the difficult 
transition in our 
lives, as my hus-

b a n d moved to 
an as- sisted liv-
ing facility. 
   However, I am 
happy and reas-
sured that he is do-
ing well in a caring 
environment. 
    I appreciate and 
admire your dedi-
cation, skill and 
devotion to offer-
ing encouragement 
to me and many 
others. 
 
 Thank you. 
Ruth Alexander  

Jane and I would like to express our sincere 
thanks for all the kindness shown to us at 
the passing of Curt’s mother. Your Prayers, 
your cards and e-mail messages, your baked 
goods, and most especially your hugs mean 
so much to us.  This Community of Faith is 
a wonderful support system during difficult 
times such as a death of a loved one, and 
we are so very grateful for all that you have 
done. 
 
Sincerely,  
Curt & Jane Logee 

Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks at the 
Boston Bean House in 
Maynard (across from 
the CVS) every Friday 
morning between 
9:30am and 11:00am. 
(Metered parking is 
available on the street 
or behind CVS, or for 
free in the lot between 
Main and Nason 
streets.) Stop by to 
share your thoughts, 

ideas or concerns. Re-
member that you can 
also make an appoint-
ment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; 
just call the church 
office to arrange a 
time. Please note that 
there will be no coffee 
on November 11 
(Katrina will be at a 
conference in Boston) 
or November 25 (day 
after Thanksgiving).  

Friday Coffee with Katrina 

Cleaning Teams 
11/5  Jane Epstein’s Team  

11/12  Angela Aaronson’s Team 

11/19  Bill Klauer’s Team 

11/26  Tom Porcher’s Team 

12/3 Marilyn Dow’s Team 

 

 

Sunday, November 13 at 
3:00 PM...the recital featur-
ing our own Ed Rosser and 
baritone David Perkins will 
include music by Faure, 

Schumann and Vaughan 
Williams. The concert is free, 
with donations welcome. 
Please come, and invite your 
friends—it should be very 

enjoyable afternoon. David’s 
a marvelous singer, and his 
programs are always beauti-
fully put together. 

The Muses Converse...A Recital of Song 

and Music for the Piano 


