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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

September 23 was the 
first day of fall – my fa-
vorite time of year has 
arrived! The trees behind 
the church already have 
large swaths of red and 
orange. Pumpkins are ap-
pearing at farm stands. 
The apples are ready to be 
picked at the or-
chards. And that 
crisp, clean autumn 
air… ahhh! This is a 
time of year that 
awakens so many of 
our senses. For 
many of us, it’s also 
a time when our 
schedules are really 
getting busy again 
with work deadlines, 
kids’ activities and 
family events. How ironic 
then, that fall is the time 
when nature slows down, 
when things begin to die 
and go into hibernation. 
Autumn is the preparation 
for the still, quiet, waiting 
of winter, a time to store 
up and to let go. 
 

Where are you in this new 
season? Where are you in 
your life? Are you rushing 
through your days, or 
longing for distraction? 
Are you lost? Lonely? 
Bored? Numb? Alive?! 
October in our church 
will be Stewardship Sea-

son – a great time to take 
stock of our lives and pri-
orities, to be sure – but 
beyond that, not much is 
“happening.” Some meet-
ings here and there. An 
event or two to join. But 
nothing spectacular. Yes, 
we are still in “ordinary 
time.” I invite you to take 

this new season, this au-
tumnal time of drawing in 
and slowing down, to take 
stock of your life – your 
fears and dreams and re-
sources and gifts – and 
then prepare to move 
with these into the rich-
ness of Thanksgiving 

Time and Advent. 
They will be here be-
fore we know it! Don’t 
let your life go by un-
examined. Don’t let 
your weeks fly past 
without being atten-
tive. Don’t let the years 
pass without discover-
ing the joy of living in 
God’s presence. Join 
us – as we seek this 
abundant life together! 

 
~ Katrina  
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Executive Board News 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

There is something spe-
cial about the Fall, isn’t 
there?  Crisp apples, 
p umpk in s ,  b r i gh t 
mums...it also means the 
SACC Fall Rummage 
and Bake Sale—Mark 
your calendars, start col-
lecting items to donate 
and of course plan on 

eating and shopping!   
As always, please contact 
your deacon if you have 
any requests or special 
needs. 
The “Deacon on Duty”  
through 10/16 is Terry 
Martins, 10/23—11/27 
is John O’Dowd.  
 

A & B~Terry Martins 
C & D~George Clark 
E-H~Jane Epstein 
J-M~Bee Baker 
N-R~John O’Dowd 
S & T~Jane Logee 
U-Z~Bill Klauer 
 
Pam Rogers 
Diaconate Chair 

The Executive Board had 
our first meeting of the 
church year, and as ex-
pected we have a host of 
issues to deal with.   
 
We received the very 
good news that Tom 
Porcher has agreed to be-
come our Properties 
Committee Chair.  Tom 
has already begun work 
on the dampness issues 
downstairs, and we expect 
to have our improve-
ments in place by the end 
of October. 
 
After much discussion, 
and delay, we have finally 
received our permit from 
the Historical Commis-
sion, approving our new 
Outdoor Sign. Work 
should now begin on con-
structing the sign, and 
getting it in place, again 
by the end of October. 
 
 K e l l y  D o n a h u e 
(Stewardship Chair) re-
ported this year’s pledge 
period will begin on Oc-
tober 16th, and conclude 

on October 30th.  As eve-
ryone knows, a successful 
Stewardship Campaign is 
critical to our church. We 
urge everyone to pledge 
what they can to support 
SACC, and to do so 
within the Stewardship 
timeframe.  Our Treasurer 
Gary Lacroix must have 
sufficient time to craft our 
church budget, and know-
ing what we have for total 
pledge dollars is a key to 
his work. 
 
The Executive Board is 
also in the process of re-
viewing our Bylaws.  We 
have formed a sub-
committee to review how 
we organize ourselves, 
and conduct our business.  
The goal of this review 
will be to recommend 
changes and/or improve-
ments in our church 
structure, as we continu-
ally adapt to our changing 
world.  It is an interesting 
and much needed task, 
and we look forward to 
having discussions on 
their recommendation 

during this church year. 
 
Finally, we have set a date 
for our Church Re-
alignment meeting; 
Oct. 23rd, immediately 
after worship. Many  of 
you have asked me about  
this, and our goal is to 
have an open discussion 
with all interested mem-
bers about our likes and 
dislikes on how we align 
our Sanctuary.  However, 
from our meeting, we all 
agreed that the first and 
foremost thought on eve-
ryone’s mind should be;  
What is best for SACC in 
the long term.  How can 
the alignment of our 
Sanctuary help strengthen 
our message, and our mis-
sion, and our relationships 
with those around us?  
With new folks who are 
coming thru our doors? 
We urge everyone to at-
tend the meeting on the 
23rd, and look forward to 
reaching our decision at 
that time. 
 
Curt Logee 

It is not the 

body's pos-

ture, but 

the heart's 

attitude 

that counts 

when we 

pray.  

~ Billy  

Graham  
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Being a 

Christian is 

more than just 

an 

instantaneous 

conversion - it 

is a daily 

process 

whereby you 

grow to be 

more and 

more like 

Christ.  

~ Billy Graham  

Worship in October  
October 2: Communion; Seminarian Christina Williams preaching 
October 2 at 4:00pm: New Worship for all ages 
October 9: All-ages worship led by our Deacons 
October 16: Stewardship Kick-off; Kelly Donahue preaching 
October 23: Stewardship Part II; Katrina preaching 
October 30: Stewardship Celebration & Blessing of Pledges; Katrina preaching 
November 6: Communion; Katrina preaching; daylight savings ends! 

Annual Fall Rummage and Bake Sale 
Welcome back to another 
year of SACC.  It is great 
to see everyone and get 
back into the swing of the 
year.  The time has also 
come upon us to think 
about Fall cleaning, getting 
rid of all those too-small 
clothes we tried on before 
school began, the stuff we 
need to move out of the 
storage spaces before we 
put things away for winter.  
How will we get rid of all 
that stuff?  What ever can 
we do with all that junque 
that is too good to throw 
away?  Why we can donate 
it to the SACC Rummage 
Sale!  That's right, our Fall 
Bake/Rummage Sale is 
right around the corner.  
Mark Saturday, October 
29th on your calendar.  
 
 In October our commit-
tee will start making re-
quests for baked goods.  
This includes pies, breads, 
cakes, goodies and pre-
made meals.  Baked 
goods may be brought 
in the evening before 
the sale or Saturday 

morning before 9a.m. 
 
Drop off times for rum-
mage items will be the 
posted in the weekly 
church bulletin before the 
sale.  Please sort your do-
nation as you drop them 
off so our volunteers can 
focus on and have time to 
price all the items.  We are 
in need of clean, un-
stained, fall and winter 
clothing for the sale.   
 
I know what you are 
thinking now...  That's 
great that I can donate and 
bake, but I want to do 
more.  We're so glad you 
feel that way!  We need 
help.  Can you donate a 
few hours during the week 
before the Sale to price 
and sort rummage items, 
and set up?  Can you drive 
a car and put up flyers?  
Could you come on Satur-
day to lend a hand with 
shoppers upstairs or, espe-
cially, downstairs.  Could 
you show up Saturday af-
ternoon to help clean up, 
(and get yourself instant 

sainthood as well). 
 
Our Rummage-Bake Sale 
is one of the biggest fund-
raisers we have all year.  
One of the greatest things 
about it, is that almost all 
of the funds it provides 
come from outside our 
church.  It is a chance for 
us to work together, get to 
know each other better 
and strengthen our 
church.  In addition, 
someone who comes for 
an apple cake and some 
great second hand clothes, 
might come back because 
they liked our spirit, 
friendly greetings and 
sense of community.  
 
I look forward to working 
with everyone on a suc-
cessful fundraiser. 
 
On behalf of the Rum-
mage/Bake Sale commit-
tee, Dulcey Lacroix 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

The framers 

of our 

Constitution 

meant we 

were to have 

freedom of 

religion, not 

freedom 

from 

religion.  

~Billy 

Graham  

M A R K I N G S  
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Friday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC folks at the Bos-
ton Bean House in 
Maynard (across from 
the CVS) every Friday 
morning between 
9:30am and 11:00am. 
(Metered parking is avail-
able on the street or be-
hind the CVS, or for free 
in the lot between Main 

and Nason streets.) Stop 
by to share your 
thoughts, ideas or con-
cerns. Remember that 
you can also make an ap-
pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; 
just call the church office 
to arrange a time.  

Youth Mission Trip 2012 
All high school youth 
interested in this years’ 
mission trip – don’t miss 
our first “official” orga-
nizing meeting! We will 
learn about our destina-
tion, start our fundraising 
plans, get to know one 
another AND make our 

own pizzas! (Please bring 
$3 to cover the cost.) 
We’ll gather at the church 
on Sunday, October 23 
from 5-6:30pm. 

Have Time on Your Hands?... 
 ...and talent to share?  
 
Need Service Hours for 
a college application? 
 
     We always need 
more hands and hearts 
to help our SACC com-
munity. Check out the 
new blue "Time and 
Talent" cards on the 

literature table in the 
Vestry, and check off a 
box or two! Hand the 
cards to a Deacon or 
Greeter, or put them in 
the collection plate. We 
will then put you in 
touch with the folks 
who can get you 
started. It is a great way 
to meet your neighbors! 

Stewardship Chair, 
Kelly Donahue 

 



 

 

There is 

nothing 

wrong with 

men 

possessing 

riches. The 

wrong 

comes when 

riches 

possess 

men.  

~ Billy 

Graham   

M A R K I N G S  
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Worship Service Improvements 
If you’ve been to worship 
in September, you’ll 
know that we’re trying 
out a couple of changes 
to our worship: praying 
our joys and concerns 
(rather than simply 
“announcing” them) and 
announcing our events 
and ministries towards 

the end of the service. 
The Deacons and our 
Music/Worship Team is 
taking careful note of 
how the experience of 
these changes is going, 
and also welcomes your 
feedback. Have these 
changes helped us to find 
God in our worship? Or 

do they seem to hinder 
our experience of the 
Holy? Remember that we 
are trying these changes 
in an effort to make our 
common worship the 
most sacred and flowing 
that it can be – we will 
change back if that is not 
working! Stay tuned! 

Last spring, about twenty 
hardy souls worked to 
turn our pews for the sea-
son of Lent. Since then, 
we have been facing the 
Shepherd window rather 
than the chancel and or-
gan. The question now is: 
Do we keep our sanctu-
ary oriented as it is? Or 

do we change it back? Or 
do we adopt a “turned 
for Lent” rhythm to our 
year? Please stay after 
worship on Sunday, Oc-
tober 23 for a conversa-
tion about our sanctuary. 
Together we will explore 
the pew question by ask-
ing: How can we best 

worship God in our sanc-
tuary? What is best for 
our church? If you have 
thoughts on these ques-
tions but are unable to 
attend this meetings, feel 
free to speak with Katrina 
or any member of the 
Executive Board. 

Sanctuary Orientation Conversation 

On the first Sunday of 
the month we invite you 
to join us for a 40 minute 
service of prayer, new 
music and experiencing 
God’s presence. This ser-
vice is designed for fami-
lies with kids who can’t 
make it to morning wor-
ship, folks who work on 

Sunday mornings, or peo-
p l e  f o r  w h o m 
“traditional” Sunday ser-
vices just don’t work. In 
other words, this service 
can be for anyone, of any 
age! It will be informal 
and interactive. We invite 
you to play your instru-
ment or participate as a 

reader! The first Evening 
Worship will be on Sun-
day, October 2 at 
4:00pm, in which explore 
the theme of communion 
and break bread together.  

New Evening Worship 
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God has 

given us two 

hands, one to 

receive with 

and the other 

to give with.  

~ Billy  

Graham  

The Bible and Money 
The bible has a whole lot 
to say about money: how 
we should spend it, how 
we should give it away, 
how it can be both a bless-
ing and an idol. It is often 
said that Jesus spoke more 
about money than any 

other subject! But what did 
he say, exactly? What more 
perfect time to explore 
money in the bible – and 
our relationship to our 
money – than stewardship 
season! Bring your check-
books (just kidding!) and 

your sense of humor as we 
delve into this fascinating 
and challenging subject. 
We’ll gather in the church 
library on Thursday, Oc-
tober 20 and Thursday, 
October 27 from 7-
8:30pm.  

M A R K I N G S  

Music/Worship Team 
The Music/Worship Team 
seeks to thematically plan 
and coordinate our wor-
ship services, so that the 
scripture, prayers and mu-
sic all fit together in a co-
herent whole. We also try 

to bring new music to the 
congregation and generate 
new ideas for creative 
worship experiences. The 
Team meets monthly after 
church with Ed and 
Katrina – anyone is wel-

come to join us! The next 
meeting will be on Sun-
day, October 16.  

Stewardship Season Is Upon Us 
This year our Stewardship 
Season will consist of three 
Stewardship Sundays, 
October 16, 23 and 30, 
with pledges collected and 
celebrated in church on 
the 30th.  A pledge of 
money from you allows us 
to pay salaries and provide 
most of our operating ex-
penses for 2012. Our 
Stewardship Team is al-

ready working behind the 
scenes to prepare the letter 
and stuff the envelopes!  
We would like to reduce 
mailing costs, so I will be 
handing out the Pledge 
Letter packets in church 
on Oct 9th. I know this is 
the Sunday of the Colum-
bus Day weekend, and at-
tendance may be low, but I 
would like to do it anyway. 

Any letters not given out 
on Sunday will be mailed 
to you. 
 
I will have the letters at the 
door before and after the 
Worship Service, and look 
forward to matching 
names and faces! 
 
Kelly Donahue 
Stewardship Chair 



 

P A G E  7  

Prayer is 

simply a two-

way conver-

sation be-

tween you 

and God.  

~Billy  

Graham  

M A R K I N G S  

Our Church Home 
We have a wonderful com-
munity and a wonderful 
building to go along with 
it.  Because we are small 
church, we don’t have a 
dedicated maintenance 
person to take care of 
things.  That’s up to all of 
us—the congregation—to 
care for our building and 
grounds.  Many of you are 
already part of the SACC 
Cleaning Teams which 
take care of the basic up-
keep of the church. Many 
others are involved with 
various repairs or projects.  
I would love to see every-
one help out with the 
maintenance tasks and 
even some bigger projects. 
 
To help with this goal, I’ve 
created a Properties Note-
book which will be out on 
the table in the Vestry.  
This is a place where you 
can note something that 
needs attention and a 
chance for you to see what 
maintenance tasks are 

needed, as well as view 
some long-term projects.    
 
The sections are: 
Requests and Problem  
     Reports 
Activity Log 
Projects 
Maintenance Schedule 
Instructions 
 
Please come by and 
browse, enter a request, or 
jot down something you 
took care of in the Activity 
Log.  Please let me know if 
there’s a project you are 
interested in. 
 
If there’s something urgent 
that needs attention, or 
you just have a question, 
the best thing to do is send 
an email to Proper-
ties@SouthActonCC.org.  
One (or sometimes all) of 
the Properties Committee 
member will respond.  
You can email me at 
tom@porchers.org, or feel 
free to call me at 

978.897.4225 if you don’t 
have email or if something 
needs prompt attention. 
 
I’ll keep you updated on 
current projects and any 
special requests here in 
Markings.  You probably 
remember Curt describing 
the ongoing moisture 
problem in the basement 
last month.  Curt, Steve 
Hadden, and I are working 
together on several fronts: 
eliminating water entering 
into the building, reducing 
the moisture in the en-
closed basement areas, and 
taking care of any previous 
damage from moisture. 
 
Properties Committee: 
Tom Porcher (Chair) 
Sal Alonzo 
Steve Hadden 
Becky Hadden (Cleaning 
Teams) 
Ginny Noble-Mecewitz 
Kelly Donahue (Gardens) 
Faithful Advisors:  Seth 
Campbell and Hardy Royal 

10/1  Tom Porcher’s Team  
10/8  Marilyn Dow’s Team 
10/15  Becky Hadden’s Team 
10/22  Pam Roger’s Team 
10/29  Judy Hodge’s Team 
 

Cleaning Teams 
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“What lies 

behind us 

and what lies 

ahead of us 

are tiny mat-

ters com-

pared to 

what lives 

within us.” 

~Ralph 

Waldo  

Emerson 

M A R K I N G S  

Your Ideas Needed for Missions 
As part of the Blessed and 
Blooming capital cam-
paign, we set aside a por-
tion of the funds for the 
congregation to invest in 
the church’s broader mis-
sion in the world. 
 
We have not yet made any 
decisions about the com-
mitment of those funds 
and I want to propose 
that we make a commit-
ment of a significant por-
tion of those funds during 
this church year. 

Further Katrina has sug-
gested that we consider 
making that commitment 
to a project or effort 
where SACC members 
can also make a contribu-
tion with our labor.  This 
could be the focus of an 
adult mission trip during 
this church year. 
 
Katrina has a couple of 
ideas of possible projects 
but we wanted to ask the 
congregation to think 
about projects or institu-

tions that might benefit 
from both our time and 
our money.  The first 
meeting of the  Missions 
Committee this fall will be 
on Sunday Oct. 16th at 
9AM at the church. Come 
with your ideas if you can 
or email me at 
bobvm@newview.org or 
call me at (978)263-1941. 
 
Bob Van Meter 
Missions Chair 

Knitters and Prayer Shawls 
Thank you to all you knit-
ters. We have made many 
prayer shawls over the 
years and we are in need 
of more. Our inventory is 
low. 
 
 

We have donated yarn that 
may be used by anyone 
who would like to start a 
shawl. We have been 
meeting at 10:00 AM on 
the third Monday of each 
month. I was wondering if 
more people could attend 

on another day or at an-
other time. Please contact 
me at 978-263-2816.  
 
Angela Aaronson 

Cooking Party~Rummage/Bake Sale 
The cooking party to pre-
pare frozen entrees for 
the rummage/bake sale is 
scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct 16, 7-9:00 PM.  This 
event is fun and always 

amazing to see how 
quickly those entrees 
come together with many 
hands working.  To sign 
up and find out what to 
bring, either sign up on 

the clipboard in the vestry 
or contact Judy McKen-
d r y  a t  j dm c k en -
dry@verizon.net or 978-
897-9541. 
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The fate of 

the world is 

in our hands. 

When we re-

turn kindness 

for unkind-

ness, love for 

hatred, we 

help to shape 

the destiny of 

us all.  

 

~ Eknath  

Easwaran 

M A R K I N G S  

 
 

 
 

Meet Christina Williams, Our Seminarian 
Christina originally hails from upstate New York, but after getting a de-
gree in psychology from Assumption College she decided Massachusetts 
was the place to be and now resides in Westford. In the midst of  a busy 
career in graphic design and through her volunteer work at First Parish 
Church United in Westford, Christina discerned the call to pastoral minis-
try. Because she grew up in a Congregational church, it was only natural 
for her to pursue the ministry with the United Church of  Christ. Christina 
is halfway through the Master of  Divinity program at Andover Newton 
Theological School.  
 
In the eleven years Christina has been a member of  First Parish Church 
United, she has been wholeheartedly active in church life. For many years, 
she was a member and chairperson of  the deacon committee, a religious 
education teacher for elementary through middle school, and a worship 
leader. More recently, she was a member of  the Sabbatical Task Force. 
Christina has developed and facilitated small group ministries, and she or-
ganized a women’s group dedicated to spiritual formation. 
 
Christina continues to work in the graphic design and marketing field 
while in school and is a single mother. Her daughter Julia, who is 14-years-
old, is originally from China. Like her mom Julia has grown up in the 
church. Christina and her daughter enjoy biking and sailing, being with 
family and friends, and being outdoors. They also simply enjoy talking 
with each other. Christina also appreciates nature, music, the arts, and is a 
gourmet cook. 


