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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

Rally Sunday is almost here! 
We can greet one another 
excitedly! We can catch up 
on our summers! The lucki-
est (and smallest) among us 
can eat ice cream! We can 
recommit ourselves to the 
way of Jesus and this won-
derful, challenging, reward-
ing life in Christian commu-
nity. Do not miss it! BUT, I 
know that you’re all eager to 
hear about my sabbatical 
time, as well. I know that 
your curiosity has been 
keeping you up at night, and 
those gnawing questions 
have been affecting your 
appetite. Well, wonder no 
more! Here, in condensed 
form, is what I learned on 
my sabbatical. (Don’t worry 
– you will also hear stories 
and new ideas in sermons 
and small groups!) 
 
The Top Ten Things I 
Learned on My Sabbatical 
10. Time without tasks, 
deadlines and to-do lists 
provides space for your 
mind and soul to dream and 
vision. (The number of 
ideas that arose, the number 
of prayers that wrote them-
selves in my head, the num-
ber of worship services that 

unfolded in my imagination, 
was simply astonishing.) 
Every single one of us – no 
matter what our career or 
calling – needs space and 
time to let ourselves be, and 
let the Spirit move. You 
might be amazed at what 
will come to you! 
9. In an article I read re-
cently (and I paraphrase): 
No one can function well in 
all areas of their life. If you 
function superbly at work, 
you are liable to “under-
function” (neglect) your 
family life or your own inner 
life. We can all do a better 
job of maintaining balance – 
what we all so desperately 
need in this demanding 
world and uncertain econ-
omy! (One way that I’ll try 
to not “neglect myself” is to 
take guitar lessons this fall!)  
8. You really can just sit and 
look at a pond for two 
hours without moving. 
7. The diversity of worship 
services out there is amaz-
ing. Many things that we 
take for granted (printed 
bulletins, an offering, clergy 
in robes) are simply not 
done in many new churches.  
6. Most people have no idea 
what the United Church of 

Christ is, and they don’t 
really care. But they do want 
to know what gives you 
meaning! 
5. Monks are really cool… 
and they challenge our ma-
terialistic, whiny, half-
committed Christian lives in 
the most intense way. 
4. There really are lots and 
lots and LOTS of people out 
doing other things on Sun-
day mornings! It’s so weird! 
(Why are they not in 
church? Why does it even 
matter?!) 
3. Church in the United 
States really is going through 
a massive change or rebirth 
or decline or emergence – 
depending on how you look 
at it. We must decide how 
we will respond to and live 
into these big changes. 
2. When you’ve been home 
almost every weekend for 
three months, and then you 
suddenly try to leave for 
church on a Sunday morn-
ing, your three year-old will 
cling to your leg and scream. 
1. No matter how much you 
love chocolate, it takes more 
than three months to eat 73 
bars of it, even when you 
eat it every day. 
-Katrina 
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Executive Board News 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

It’s still summer!  I’ve 
always found some com-
fort knowing that sum-
mer doesn’t end until 
Sept 22.  It doesn’t end 
when school starts—we 
still get to enjoy some 
beautiful days.  I live for 
summer—it’s my favor-
ite season.  I hope you 
all had wonderful sum-
mers, they seem to go 
awfully fast don’t they?  I 

didn’t wait on the Presi-
dent this summer, but it 
was still great.   
 
Now we’re starting a 
wonderful new Church 
season, another one of 
my favorite seasons!  
Remember your deacon 
is always here when you 
need them.   
 
 

Deacons and their par-
ishes:  
 
A & B—Terry Martins 
C & D—George Clark 
E-H—Jane Epstein 
J-M—Bee Baker 
N-R—John O’Dowd 
S & T—Jane Logee 
U-Z—Bill Klauer 
 
Pam Rogers 
Diaconate Chair 

It’s hard to believe, but 
another Summer is wind-
ing down, and we are set 
to begin another church 
year.  I know we all look 
forward to seeing one an-
other again, and to catch 
up on all our various sum-
mer activities. 
 
 We especially look for-
ward to welcoming back 
Katrina, and hearing 
about her Sabbatical. 
 
 The Executive Board will 
have our first meeting of 
the church year on Sept. 
8th, in advance of Rally 
Sunday on Sept. 11th.  As 
usual, we have a number 
of issues we will be deal-
ing with, including finaliz-
ing our new Outdoor 
Sign, and getting that in-
stalled sometime in early 
Fall.  We also are working 

on some fairly serious 
drainage issues concern-
ing our church, with the 
hope of eliminating for-
ever our ongoing damp-
ness issues downstairs. 
 
 We will also discuss and 
schedule our Sanctuary 
Realignment Meeting, 
where all members of the 
congregation will have an 
opportunity to express 
their views on this issue, 
and then vote on how we 
wish to arrange our Pews 
and Pulpit.  In addition, as 
many of you know there 
has been much discussion 
and interest in an Adult 
Mission Trip sometime 
during this year, and we 
will be looking into op-
tions for that possibility. 
 
  
 

And as usual, we will be-
gin to look at our church 
budget, the upcoming 
Stewardship Campaign, 
and a host of other issues 
that all small churches 
face.  We are blessed here 
at SACC with many folks 
who pull together tire-
lessly to support our 
church, and who under-
stand that by helping to 
build God’s Kingdom 
here on earth, all of us are 
made better. 
 
 Curt Logee 

"Believe in 

yourself! 

Have faith in 

your abilities! 

Without a 

humble but 

reasonable 

confidence in 

your own 

powers you 

cannot be 

successful or 

happy."  

~ Norman 

Vincent Peale 
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"Change your 

thoughts and 

you change 

your world."  

~Norman 

Vincent Peale 

Worship in September & October 
September 11 at 10:30am: Rally Sunday at SACC; Sunday School resumes. 

September 11 at 7:30pm: Prayer Service at SACC 

September 18: Katrina preaching; seminarian Christina Williams begins 

September 25: Katrina preaching 

October 2: Communion; Katrina preaching 

October 2 at 4:00pm: New Evening Worship for all ages 

October 9: All-ages worship 

October 16: Stewardship Kick-off; Kelly Donahue preaching 

New Evening Worship 
On the first Sunday of the 
month we invite you to 
join us for a 30-40 minute 
service of prayer, new mu-
sic and experiencing 
God’s presence. This ser-
vice is designed for fami-
lies with kids who can’t 
make it to morning wor-

ship, folks who work on 
Sunday mornings, or peo-
ple for whom “traditional” 
Sunday services just don’t 
work. In other words, this 
service can be for anyone, 
of any age! It will be infor-
mal and interactive. We 
invite you to play your in-

strument or participate as 
a reader! The first Evening 
Worship will be on Sun-
day, October 2 at 
4:00pm. Contact Katrina 
or Martha Rounds for 
more information. 

Training for Pastoral Visitation 
Have you ever visited 
someone in the hospital, 
someone in a nursing 
home, or someone home 
with an illness and 
thought: What do I say? 
How do I respond to their 
fears? Should I pray with 
them, and how?! These and 
many other questions will 
be answered in a special 

session with Rev. Heather 
Hinton, an ordained UCC 
pastor and the Protestant 
chaplain at the Lahey 
Clinic in Burlington. Eve-
ryone is welcome to come 
on Thursday, September 
29, from 7-8:30pm in the 
church library to learn 
more about the vital skill 
of pastoral visiting. 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  

When you 

get up in the 

morning, 

you have 

two 

choices—

either to be 

happy or to 

be unhappy. 

Just choose  

to be happy. 

~Norman 

Vincent 

Peale 
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Friday Coffee with Katrina 
Yes, Friday Coffee returns 
on September 9 from 
9:30-11am! And we’ll be 
trying out a new location: 
every Friday morning 
Katrina will be at the Bos-
ton Bean House in May-
nard. It’s right across from 
the CVS downtown, at 102 
Main Street. (Metered 
parking is available on the 
street or behind the CVS, 

or for free in the lot be-
tween Main and Nason 
streets.) We’ll give this new 
location a try and see how 
it goes! Stop by to share 
your thoughts, ideas or 
concerns. Remember that 
you can also make an ap-
pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time.  

Website Team 
Our work on the “new” 
SACC website continues, 
slowly but surely! If you 
have experience in web-
site design, or have en-
ergy and ideas, please 

come to the next meeting 
of the Website Team: 
Thursday, September 
22 at the home of Cathy 
Leonard. 

Music/Worship Team 
The Music/Worship 
Team seeks to themati-
cally plan and coordi-
nate our worship ser-
vices, so that the scrip-
ture, prayers and music 
all fit together in a co-
herent whole. We also 
try to bring new music 
to the congregation and 

generate new ideas for 
creative worship experi-
ences. The Team meets 
monthly after church 
with Ed and Katrina – 
anyone is welcome to 
join us! The first meet-
ing will be on Sunday, 
September 18.  

Youth Group News 
Stay tuned for details on 
our kick-off ice cream 
gathering for all high 
school students. We'll 
catch up on what hap-
pened over the summer 

and make plans for this 
year's mission trip and 
other fun activities. All 
families will be emailed 
about the date and loca-
tion 



 

 

Empty 

pockets 

never held 

anyone 

back.  Only 

empty heads 

and empty 

hearts can 

do that.  

~Norman 

Vincent 

Peale 

M A R K I N G S  
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Worship Service Improvements 
In the spring, our Pastoral 
Advice and Support 
Committee led four very 
productive ‘circle conver-
sations’ about our wor-
ship services. From these 
conversations, we learned 
where the service feels 
slow, where we could be 
more prayerful, and what 
is important to you. A 
few weeks ago, members 
of our Deacons and Mu-
sic/Worship Team met 
with Katrina and Ed to 
review our order of ser-
vice and make some im-
provements. Some of 
these will feel natural and 
easy, and others will ask 
us to stretch! The biggest 
change is with the joys 
and concerns. For many 
years, we have shared our 
concerns, joys and bur-
dens with one another as 
an “announcement.” In 
the circles, many people 
expressed how meaning-
ful and important this 
time is, but many also ex-
pressed frustration with 
how long this portion of 
the service can be and 
with the way that infor-
mation can be shared.  
What to do?! Well… 

we’re going to try shifting 
the joys and concerns 
from “announcements” 
to “prayers.” Beginning 
on Rally Sunday, Septem-
ber 11, we will pray our 
joys and concerns! What 
will this mean? It means 
that while we used to say 
to one another: “My Aunt 
Wilma is in the hospital 
right now and will be hav-
ing surgery on Tuesday.” 
We will now say to God 
(from your seat, into the 
microphone that Katrina 
will hold): “God, please 
watch over my Aunt 
Wilma, especially during 
her surgery. Grant her 
your hope and strength.” 
  
Will this be harder to do? 
Sure! Will this feel awk-
ward at first? Sure! Might 
we be hesitant to speak 
up for fear that we’ll 
sound “dumb”? Sure! But 
I think we’ll find that our 
joys and concerns will 
become very prayerful 
and sacred, and that we’ll 
all learn to pray more flu-
ently and naturally, and 
we’ll find this time ex-
traordinarily powerful. 
We will try this for a few 

months and then see how 
it’s going; it may take a 
while for us to settle into 
this new way and “learn” 
how to do it. And if it 
really doesn’t work? We’ll 
stop doing it! 
 
What if you really don’t 
feel comfortable raising 
your joy or concern in 
this way? Talk to your 
Deacon or a SACC friend 
and ask them to voice it 
for you, or grab Katrina 
before the service and she 
can pray it. But trust also, 
that in time, this just 
might feel wonderfully 
natural to all of us! 
 
The other adjustments to 
worship are more minor: 
the announcements will 
be moved to after the of-
fering, and the liturgist 
will be invited to “share 
their faith”, similar to the 
Stewardship Moments 
that we do in the fall. So 
stay tuned and get ready 
to jump into worship that 
we hope will feel even 
more sacred and mean-
ingful! 
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Optimism, 

when applied 

to your life, 

develops 

strength and 

peace within 

you. 

~Norman 

Vincent peale 

M A R K I N G S  

Remembering September 11 
This year, the tenth anni-
versary of September 11th 
will fall on Rally Sunday. 
While the on-going chal-
lenges and opportunities 
of this tragedy will be a 
theme in the sermon, re-
membering 9/11 will not 
be the focus of worship 
that day – reconnecting 

and celebrating our church 
family will be!  That being 
said, the day offers us two 
opportunities to remem-
ber, grieve, honor and en-
vision a different future. 
The new memorial at the 
Acton Public Safety Build-
ing will be unveiled and 
dedicated at 3:00pm. We 

will also offer a reflective 
service at SACC at 
7:30pm for anyone to 
come and share memories, 
prayers or hopes. Please 
speak with Katrina or one 
of the Deacons if you have 
any concerns or questions, 
or if you would like to par-
ticipate in the planning.  

Make Strides To End Breast Cancer 
Since 1993, nearly seven 
million walkers across the 
country have raised more 
than $400 million through 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety's Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer - 
funding breakthrough 
breast cancer research and 
helping people stay well, 
get well, find cures and 
fight back. In 2010 alone, 
more than 800,000 walkers 
across the country col-
lected more than $60 mil-
lion to fight breast cancer.  
Making Strides Against 

Breast Cancer walk is as 
unique and special as the 
stories that motivate our 
dedicated walkers, donors 
and volunteers.  This year, 
the event in Boston will 
take place on Sunday, Oc-
tober 2nd at the Hatch 
Shell.  Also, for the first 
time, there will be a walk 
in Worcester, starting at 
Elm Park, on Sunday, Oc-
tober 23rd.  Both events 
have rolling start times be-
tween 8:00-10:00 AM.  For 
more information on 
forming a team or volun-

teering the day of the 
event, call Leigh Denning-
ton at (781) 314-2632 or 
e m a i l 
Leigh.Dennington@cancer
.org.  You can also visit 
w w w . c a n c e r . o r g /
makingstrides. 
 
Having cancer is hard ... 
finding help shouldn't be.  
For information on cancer 
resources & support, you 
can call 1-800-227-2345 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.  

Sunday School Teacher Gatherings 
Sunday School is arguably 
THE most important 
thing we do! Making sure 
that our young people feel 
loved, welcomed and en-
gaged is vital to their faith 
development, and also 
crucial to attracting fami-
lies to SACC. So that all 
our teachers continue to 

feel supported and part of 
a community, Dulcey and 
Katrina will be offering 
brief, monthly gatherings 
for all Nursery and Sunday 
School teachers on the last 
Sunday of each month 
from 10:00-10:20am. At 
these meeting we will re-
view the upcoming liturgi-

cal themes, share any frus-
trations or joys in teach-
ing, ask for help, and pray 
for one another. Please 
come! The first Teacher 
Gathering is Sunday, 
September 25 at 10am in 
the church library. 
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Believe it is 

possible to 

solve your 

problem.  

Tremendous 

things 

happen to 

the believer.  

So believe 

the answer 

will come.  It 

will. 

~Norman 

Vincent Peale 

Thank Yous 
Dear SACC Members, 

 
Once again you have gallantly come 

through with the love and support 

that has made our church family 

famous throughout the community.  
I can’t thank you all enough for the 

prayers, cards and meals you have 

provided for us this summer follow-
ing Doug’s brain surgery on June 

7th.  The operation was a huge suc-

cess but we have many obstacles yet 

to overcome.  We are both so very 
grateful to all of you and hope you 

will continue to keep us in prayer, it 

makes a difference!  
 

Sincerely,  

Sue Chase 

M A R K I N G S  

September Cleaning Teams 
9/10  Judy Hodge’s Team 
  Jane Epstein’s Team 
9/17  Angela Aaronson’s Team 
9/24  Bill Klauer’s Team 
10/1  Tom Porcher’s Team 
 

A HUGE thank you to the 
SACC movers! We are 
proud to be part of such a 
wonderful “family and 
very graeful for all of the 
help that was so generously 
given to us.   
 
Kim and Kelsey Swan 
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Come Sing! 


