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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! 
 Easter Sunday and 
the Easter season that fol-
lows are so full of mystery 
and hope, wonder and 
promise, that it’s almost 
hard to put its power into 
words. We felt the familiar 
ache as the chords to “Jesus 
Christ is Risen Today” 
swelled on the organ. We 
had memories flood back as 
we smelled the lilies that 
cascaded around the com-
munion table. We know a 
strength that we can’t even 
name as we heard the famil-
iar words, “Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus.” Easter is 
our high holy day for a rea-
son – it touches our deepest 
need for the promise of new 
life. It beckons us to God’s 
promises of eternal care. It 
assures us that no matter what, 
we are never, ever, out of 
reach of God’s love. 
 I am so thankful 
that I could celebrate Easter 
with all of you before de-
parting on my sabbatical. 
This Sunday – May 1 – will 
be my last day with you until 
the end of July. I hope that 
you can join me for worship 

on May 1st as I challenge 
you all to do your own 
“sabbatical work” and say 
farewell, and we promise to 
hold one another in prayer. 
 On May 2nd I will 
enter a new space – a sab-
batical space – one that is 
entirely new to me. Other 
pastors with whom I’ve 
talked about their sabbatical 

experiences say variously 
that my exhaustion will 
come crashing down and I’ll 
be unable to function for a 
week; that the emotional 
weight that I’ve been carry-
ing for the past ten years 
will slowly become evident; 
that there will be space to 
hear God in a way that has-
n’t happened in a long time; 
that my family relationships 
will be strengthened and 
renewed as my mind and 

heart are given rest; that I 
will see and hear my call to 
ministry more clearly. What 
will really happen to me in 
these three months of sab-
batical? I have no idea! But I 
plan to attend pastor’s con-
ferences, v is it  other 
churches, see my Spiritual 
Director weekly, and stay at 
monastic communities for 
times of prayer and silence. 
All of this – I have no doubt 
– will bring me back to 
SACC more faithful, ener-
gized, and passionate. I look 
forward to sharing my sab-
batical journey with you 
upon my return, and I look 
forward to hearing about 
your journey! For now, many 
blessings to you all, and 
know that you will be in my 
prayers often. (Yes, I will 
miss you!) 
 
Many blessings,  
Katrina 
 
(Please note: A letter will 
be mailed to the congrega-
tion at the beginning of May 
with complete logistical de-
tails about Katrina’s sabbati-
cal.)  
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Executive Board News 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

He is Risen indeed!  
What a beautiful Easter 
day and service we had!  
Hope you were able to 
join us ~ it was wonder-
ful to see friends that we 
don’t get to see that 
much—knowing they 

are always welcomes 
‘home’ to SACC.  Don’t 
forget the Bake and 
Rummage sale this Satur-
day, Katrina’s last day on 
May 1st, Terri’s last day 
on May 8th and a cele-
bration of a confirmands 

on May 22.   
Please try to put some-
thing in the confirmands 
special books.   
 
Faithfully yours, 
Pam Rogers 

Diaconate Chair 

I am very pleased to re-
port our Search Commit-
tee has selected Rev. Re-
becca Girash to be our 
Interim Minister here at 
SACC for a 6-week pe-
riod, beginning May 2nd. 
Rev. Girash will be re-
sponsible for leading us in 
worship, and also will be 
available for full Pastoral 
Care during her tenure 
with us.  In addition, she 
will arrange a series of 
meeting with our congre-
gation, so we may explore 
where we are as a commu-
nity of faith, and what our 
relationship is with 
Katrina.  We are very ex-
cited to have Rev. Girash 
join us, and extend her a 
warm SACC welcome.  
Also, our thanks go out to 
the search committee for 
doing such a great job in 
bringing us our Interim. 
  
As Lent draws to a close 
with the celebration of 
Easter Sunday, all of us 
have a decision to make 
regarding the Sanctuary 
realignment.  As we  dis-

cussed, this “shift” was for 
the Lenten Season, and 
after that time we would 
all decide whether to keep 
the current style, or return 
to our original configura-
tion.  We have prepared a 
small questionnaire that I 
would encourage you to 
fill out, and return to Patti 
Babcock.  At our annual 
meeting on May 15th we 
will discuss this topic, and 
decide on which layout 
works best for us. 
  
The Annual Meeting of 
the Mass. United Church 
of Christ will be held on 
June 18th in Sturbridge, 
Mass. This important one-
day meeting will cover 
many topics relating to 
our Conference, including 
Budget Reports, Resolu-
tions, and discussion and 
voting on a variety of is-
sues facing our churches 
today.  Traditionally 
SACC has sent 1 or 2 
delegates to these Annual 
Meetings, so if any of you 
are interested, please con-
tact me. 

 Finally, on behalf of the 
entire board, a huge thank 
you to all who organized 
and participated in our 
first Artisan’s Day.  This 
event was a solid success, 
raising over $1400, includ-
ing over $500 from the 
“Café at SACC”. A special 
thank you to Art and June 
Taylor, who worked tire-
lessly on this project, orga-
nizing work crews, locat-
ing and signing artisans to 
participate, and overseeing 
the event from start to 
finish. The Artisan’s Day 
was another example of 
what an amazing Commu-
nity of Faith we have at 
SACC, and one that is 
truly Blessed. 
  
  
Curt Logee 
Executive Board Chair 
 

 

 

"Life is not 

measured 

by the num-

ber of 

breaths we 

take, but by 

the mo-

ments that 

take our 

breath 

away."  

~ Maya  

Angelou   
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Worship in May & June 
May 1: Communion; Katrina preaching; Katrina’s last day before sabbatical 

May 8: Terri preaching; Terri’s last day at SACC; Sabbatical Interim Pastor begins 

May 15: Sabbatical Interim preaching (Rev. Reebee Girash) 

May 22: Confirmation Sunday! 

May 29: All-ages service; Reebee leading 

June 5: Communion; Reebee preaching  

June 12: Children’s Sunday 

June 19: Joint services begin at SACC, with Boxboro pastors leading 

 

"I've 

learned that 

people will 

forget what 

you said, 

people will 

forget what 

you did, but 

people will 

never forget 

how you 

made them 

feel."  

~ Maya  

Angelou   

May 8th will be Terri, our 
seminarian’s, last Sunday 
with SACC.  For worship 
that day, we will be using 
selections form the musi-
cal Godspell to supple-
ment the message.  We 

would like to include as 
many people, of all ages, 
as possible in creating the 
music; if you are inter-
ested in singing or playing 
an instrument during 
worship on May 8th, 

please contact Terri Tay-
l o r  a t  t e r r i k t a y -
lor@comcast.net or 508-
229-8364 or Diane Hagel-
ste in at  h ivesand-
hounds@msn.com.  

Music from Godspell May 8th 

Your Names Are Written on My Heart 
When I started here at 
South Acton Congregation 
Church, United Church of 
Christ two years ago, I did 
not know where the jour-
ney would lead me.  What I 
did know was that I was in 
a community of people 
who warmly welcomed me 
into the fold and have 
every day encouraged and 
supported me as I continue 
to discern just what God is 
calling me to do.  We have 
shared our music, our 

prayers and our faith.  You 
have lifted me up when I 
have fallen short and also 
celebrated with me when 
something felt right.  You 
have helped me to critically 
see who and how I am to 
be in ministry, be it with 
children, small groups, 
praying or preaching and 
so much more.  You are a 
blessed gift to me and to all 
who come here to learn 
and grow in pastoral minis-
try. 

I find my eyes watering as I 
write this, it is hard to real-
ize that our time together is 
coming to a close.  But 
know that I will carry you 
with me wherever I go.  
Your names are written on 
my heart.  May the peace of 
Christ and the love of God 
find you always.   
 
In gratefulness and love, 
Terri Taylor 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  
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"If you don't 

like 

something, 

change it. If 

you can't 

change it, 

change your 

attitude. 

Don't 

complain."  

~ Maya  

Angelou   

Confirmation 
Don’t forget that the 
Confirmands’ Welcome 
Books are available in 
the vestry for just a few 
more weeks – until 
Confirmation Sunday, 
May 22. Into these 
“scrapbooks” we invite 
everyone to contribute a 

note, poem, photo or 
memory that can wel-
come each young per-
son into our church 
family and also serve as 
a reminder of their jour-
ney. And yes, on May 
22, we will celebrate the 
Rite of Confirmation! 

Please join us that day 
as we celebrate our 
young people! The final 
confirmation meeting 
for all confirmands and 
mentors will be on Sun-
day, May1 from 4-6pm. 

 Becky  �   Ben  �  Ian   �   James  �   Kara  �  Scott  

Message from our Interim Minister 
To the Faithful at South 
Acton Congregational 
Church: 
 
Greetings to you in this 
season of Resurrection! 
I'm Reebee Girash, and 
I will be filling in for 
Rev. Katrina during the 
first portion of her sab-
batical, May and early 
June. I 've served 
churches in Malden and 
Arlington, and I live in 
Arlington with my hus-
band John and our four 
year old Zachary. I am 
very much looking for-

ward to journeying with 
you for a little while.  
In addition to preaching 
and leading worship, I'll 
be doing some visita-
tion, offering emergency 
pastoral care, offering 
some adult education 
sessions and congrega-
tional reflection ses-
sions. I'm working with 
Katrina and congrega-
tional leaders to make 
our time together fruit-
ful.  
 
Here's where you're 
likely to find me: In 

South Acton most of 
the day Sunday and 
Thursday, and one eve-
ning a week; working 
from home on Tuesday 
mornings. Here's my 
contact info: EMAIL: 
rev.reebee@gmail.com . 
HOME: (781) 316 
1821 . And of course, 
I'll be monitoring mes-
sages on the church line. 
Please be in touch! 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Reebee Girash 
Sabbatical Interim 

Editor's note:  A committee got together to find our Sabbatical Interim Minister.  
Now a sabbatical Interim Minister is different from a regular Interim Minister.  A 
regular Interim Minister is there to help a congregation stay together and heal and 
move forward after a minister leaves and before another permanent minister is 
chosen.  A Sabbatical Interim Minister is to help us reflect and renew while our 
minister is doing the same.  It is with great excitement that we welcome our Sab-
batical Interim Minister to SACC.  Please take the time to get to know her.   
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"Success is 

liking 

yourself, 

liking what 

you do, and 

liking how 

you do it."  

~ Maya  

Angelou   

 

SACC Annual Golf Outing—May 22 
Hello SACC members! 
 Can you think of 
a better way to spend a 
Spring day then to enjoy 
the fresh air and take a 
walk over meadows, hills 
and dales with your 
SACC friends?  How 
about doing this and then 
every so often swinging a 
metal stick at a little white 
ball to see where it goes.  
(If you want to drive a 
fun little car in-between 
your swings you can do 
that too but that costs 
extra.)  You notice how I 
have yet to mention the 
4-letter word that starts 
with ‘g’ and does not 
really rhyme with any-
thing?  That is because 
this outing is more about 
fellowship, fun, and fresh 
air then a sporting com-
petition.  That said, we 
welcome players and 
non-players of all abilities 
to our 15th annual SACC 
Golf Invitational/Pete 
Alling Classic. 
 We will be play-
ing on Sunday May 
22nd; tee off at 1:00 pm 
sharp, at our usual 

course - Twin Springs 
Golf Course in Bolton.  
To encourage maximum 
participation from players 
at ALL levels we will play 
a scramble best ball for-
mat (where each player in 
the 4-some hits their ball 
with the best shot of the 
group being played by 
all).  To encourage a fair 
chance for each team, I 
will distribute the ‘less 
talented’ with the other 
‘more experienced’ play-
ers.  Prizes will be given 
to the lowest scoring 
team and for some indi-
vidual accomplishments.  
Just to show that we are a 
forgiving crowd, each 
player will be entitled to a 
mulligan (aka a "do -
over") and each gentle-
men can hit one drive 
from any ladies tee (equal 
rights and all).  Extra 
mulligans can be bought 
(in advance) for $3 each 
or 4 for $10 (limit 4 per 
team). 
 Whether you are 
new to SACC or have 
been coming for decades 
- I hope you will all come 

out and play!  This is a 
FUN, stress-free, good 
time with your friends 
from SACC and is a great 
chance to bring your 
friends (the more the 
merrier!) and enjoy a rela-
tively painless fund raiser.   
We had many new play-
ers last year – see the 
photo to see how much 
fun they had!  Cost is $50 
payable to SACC ($31 tax 
deductible; more for 
kids).  Please RSVP by 
Sunday May 15th so I 
can get a head count and 
reserve the necessary tee 
times.  You can also use 
the sign up sheet in the 
vestry or contact me via 
e m a i l : 
gaduzabe@yahoo.com or 
phone: 978-486-0406.  I 
will collect the checks/
cash anytime between 
now and then. 
 
Thanks, 
Gary Lacroix 
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"I did then 

what I knew 

how to do. 

Now that I 

know better, 

I do better."  

~ Maya  

Angelou   

M A R K I N G S  

Friday Coffee with Katrina 
The last coffee before 
Katrina goes in sabbatical 
will be April 29! Please 
note that this will be at Ac-
t on  Co f fe e  House 
(formerly Café Ziba, in the 
CVS plaza at the intersec-
tion of Rt 27 & 2A). After 

this date, there will be no 
“formal” Friday Coffees 
until September, but that 
doesn’t mean that SACC 
folks can’t show up for 
coffee on Fridays and see 
who else might be there! 
 

Sanctuary Realignment Survey 
(please place this in the offertory plate) - or email Patti Babcock your responses.   

 
As you know, SACC has realigned our Sanctuary for this year’s Lenten Season.   After 
Easter, it was agreed that we will all decide on whether to keep the new configuration, or 
return to the original layout of our pews.  We will have a short discussion at Annual Meet-
ing on May 15th about the realignment, but we wanted to get your thoughts/suggestions 
beforehand.  
 
Did you have a positive or negative impression of the Sanctuary when you saw the new 
alignment for the first time?  
    
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What would you like to see changed/moved/done differently?  Please be specific.  
    
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to keep it this way?       Yes _____        No _____      Undecided _____  
 
Further comments?  
    

____________________________________________________________________________________      

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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"Life is pure 

adventure, 

and the 

sooner we 

realize that, 

the quicker 

we will be 

able to treat 

life as art."  

~ Maya  

Angelou  

I am extremely fortunate to have been privileged for the extraordinary 
professional moving help provided by your church members that vol-
unteered their time and muscles to move my heavy furniture.  I am still 
unpacking and will soon find relaxation. I am looking forward to enjoy-
ing my new home because of the hard work:  of packing, moving, seting 
up before the volunteers left.  Special thanks to Mr. Willis.   
Sincerely, Burgess family 

Artisan Fair thank you! 
The Artisan Fair was 
very successful consider-
ing it was our first shot at 
this.  I thank all the 
members of the church 
that helped put it to-
gether.  That is where 

our success came from  
It was a fantastic team 
effort from start to fin-
ish.  Terry's Cafe worked 
out extremely well and 
put a lot into the coffers.  
So, I now thank everyone 

that helped put it to-
gether.  You all know 
who you are. 
  
June Taylor 

Lowell Spinners Outing—July 13 
It is definitely baseball 
weather out there so it 
would be great if you all 
could join us for our new 
annual tradition catching 
a Lowell Spinners game!  
SACC will be returning to 
LeLacheur Park in Lowell 
to catch the Spinners play 
the Williamsport (PA) 
Crosscutters (Phillies af-
filliate) on Friday, July 15 
at 7:05 pm. We had a 
great turnout last year 
with 35 SACC members 
and their friends attend-
ing.  
  
Tickets are $10 each 

(quite the bargain com-
pared to Sox games) with 
half of the cost going to 
SACC! Contact Gary La-
croix (978-486-0406 or 
gaduzabe@yahooo.com) 
to reserve your tickets. All 
tickets need to be pur-
chased before Memorial 
Day so that unused tick-
ets can be returned to the 
Spinners.  
  
This event should be a 
great time for fellowship 
with SACC members at 
the ballpark. By all means, 
friends, family, grandpar-
ents, etc. would all be 

welcome! If you have 
never been to a Spinners 
game they are a lot of fun 
with something entertain-
ing happening between 
every inning. FYI: The 
giveaway that night is a 
Spinners piggy bank if 
you are one of the first 
1000 through the gate. 
  
For more on Spinners 
b a s e b a l l  s e e 
www.lowellspinners.com 



5/7    Pam Rogers’ Team 

5/14  Marilyn Dow’s Team 

5/21  Angela Aaronson’s Team  

5/28  Bill Klauer’s Team 

6/4    Jane Epstein’s Team 

6/11  Judy Hodge’s Team 

6/18  Becky Hadden’s Team 

6/25  Tom Porcher’s Team 

7/2  Pam Roger’s Team 

7/9  Marilyn Dow’s Team 

7/16  Angela Aaronson’s Team 

7/23  Bill Klauer’s Team 

7/30  Jane Epstein’s Team 

8/6  Judy Hodge’s Team 

Cleaning Teams 
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"We need 

much less 

than we 

think we 

need." 

~ Maya  

Angelou  

  

Acton No Place for Hate Committee 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day:  we cordially invite 
you and your congrega-
tions to join NPFH and 
the Congregation Beth 
Elohim at a Holocaust 
Remembrance Day com-
memoration on May 2, 
2001 at 7pm featuring a 
personal documentary 
film “Angels From Aus-
tria” presented by a 
Holocaust survivor.  The 
film and discussion will 
focus on the unique heal-
ing opportunity the sur-
vivor and her family ex-

perienced.  
Why You Should At-
t e n d : 
“Remembrance events 
are critical in preventing 
another holocaust,” said 
No Place for Hate Com-
mittee Chairman Sal 
Lopes. “This content is 
very timely, given recent 
events in Arizona, the 
Middle East and even 
here in Acton where 
swastikas desecrated the 
Temple.  Preventing hate 
based on religious, racial, 
or other personal differ-

ences and healing victims 
of such hate remain criti-
cal challenges for all per-
sons who value civilized 
society rich with diver-
s i t y . ” 
WHERE Congregation 
Beth Elohim, 133 Pros-
pect Street, Acton 
WHEN Monday, May 2, 
2 0 1 1  a t  7 : 0 0 pm 
MORE INFO Contact 
Sal Lopes at (978) 263-
4 1 7 8  o r 
sal.t.lopes@gmail.com 

Peace Corps 50th An-
niversary:  we also re-
quest your help in identi-
fying and contacting lo-
cal, current and former 
Peace Corps volunteers.  
We wish to learn and 
share their stories and 
visions to celebrate the 
extraordinary work of 
the Peace Corps.  We 
have not determined a 
specific event to do so 
yet.  The group to be led 
by our chairperson, Sal 

Lopes, himself a Peace 
Corps veteran, will make 
those determinations.  
Details are in the second 
attachment. 
NPFH is seeking to cre-
ate a panel of local Peace 
Co r p s  vo l un t e e r s 
(current or alumni) who 
will share their experi-
ences first with each 
other and then if appro-
priate at a public event 
sponsored by NPFH 
and/or other organiza-

tions. 
We ask that those cur-
rent or former Peace 
Corps volunteers identify 
themselves to our chair-
person, Sal Lopes, him-
self a former Peace 
Corps volunteer in the 
s i x t i e s : 
 (978) 263-4178  
sal.t.lopes@gmail.com   
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Meeting Across the Waters:   
A Gospel Band Making Music for the Soul (see flyer on following page) 

The new Gospel group, Meeting 
Across the Waters, a group of four 
outstanding Boston-based musi-
cians, will perform stirring, heart-
felt music in the gospel tradition at 
SACC on Saturday, May 14 at 
7:30 pm. The band is composed of 
four musicians from the Boston 
area—Louise Grasmere, Fred 
Griffeth, Jonathan Singleton, and 
Eric Kilburn—who decided to get 
together to create memorable mu-
sic that  nourishes audience mem-
bers on a deep level and provide 
sustenance beyond a night’s enter-
tainment.   
  
Meeting Across the Waters ex-
plores gospel music from the 
1850s to the present, including 
black gospel street tunes from the 
mid-1900s and post-World War II 
music, along with band members’ 
original gospel tunes. The band’s 
music springs from band mem-
bers’ deeply-held belief that Afri-
can-American and 

white spiritual traditions can joy-
fully connect and share with each 
other.   
  
"I've never heard of a band like 
this before " says singer-
percussionist Fred Griffeth. "Who 
ever thought a gumbo of Black 
urban blues, R & B, and soul 
blended with White rural folk and 
bluegrass could be this much fun. 
But Gospel is the thread that ties it 
all together." Band members all 
sing lead and harmony vocals, and 
play piano, organ, drums and other 
percussion, guitars, and mandolin. 
 
 
The four met while performing 
with Mystic Chorale, a well-known 
community-based choral group.  
“The original idea was sparked in 
November ‘08 after the Obama 
election when Fred got up and 
sang ‘This land is your land’ at 
Carey Hall in Lexington, Massa-

chusetts,” says band member Eric 
Kilburn. “Fred sang the first verse 
alone, and you could literally hear a 
pin drop as he sang. When he fin-
ished the first verse, the audience 
just swooned.” After the concert, 
the four musicians began talking 
about forming a band to bring a 
deep, heartfelt musical experience 
to a wider audience. 
  
Don’t miss this opportunity to ex-
perience what promises to be one 
of the jewels of the Boston music 
scene! The concert will be at South 
Acton Congregational Church, 35 
School Street, Acton, MA. Ad-
vance tickets are $12/adults, 
$10/students and seniors, and 
$14/adults, $12/students and 
seniors at the door. For informa-
tion or to help out, contact Martha 
R o u n d s  a t  m a r -
tha.rounds@gmail.com or 978-
263-7227. 
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