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Welcome to South
Acton Congregational
Church. The
foundation of our
beloved church rests
on God's unconditional
love and boundless
grace. We seek to
know God and follow
the teachings of Jesus.
We welcome people of
every race and culture
who are young and
old; single, married
and divorced. We
welcome people of
every physical, mental
and intellectual ability;
sexual orientation and
gender identity; every
educational
background and
economic
circumstance. We
believe diversity
enriches our faith
community.
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From Katrina...
On the First Sunday in Lent
we all stumbled into our
“new” sanctuary, now facing
the glowing colors of the
Jesus window. We all
seemed to be drawn to the
light and the openness, and
yet we were also disoriented
by the new arrangement.
What aisle to go down?
Where to sit? Who would be
near me? What about the
choir? I found it a strange
experience to be in a space
that was disorienting and
inviting at the same time.
But oh, how perfect for
Lent! Yes, as I talked about
on that Sunday, this
“turning” of the sanctuary
embodies just what Lent
should be – disorienting,
challenging, calling us to
new places, and yet open,
inviting, and grace-filled.
On that Sunday I
invited everyone to write
down something that they
wished to turn away from or
leave behind during Lent.
Perhaps it was something to
give up, or perhaps it was a
behavior or routine that you
wished to lessen in your life.

Most of you wrote something on a small blue post-it
note and pasted it up on the
back wall of the sanctuary.
(If you missed that Sunday,
I invite you to add your own
word or phrase to the “wall”
– there are extra post-its in
the center.) It is quite mov-

ing to read all of our notes –
all of our confessions of
brokenness and need. All of
the ways that we fall short
or hurt ourselves or others.
All the ways that we are in
need of God’s grace and
healing.
Today I re-arranged
all of our notes in an orderly

line (in anticipation of the
Memorial Service happening
in a few days), and read each
one carefully, and prayed
with them, hoping that all of
you are finding your way –
finding your way to wholeness and peace and meaning, finding your way away
from worry and fear and
over-consumption. What a
challenging world we live in,
with its temptations and disasters. It’s a world where we
need one another and we
need a church to hold us,
and we need God to embrace us.
Before we know it, it
will be Easter, and we will
face the glowing colors of
the window and marvel at
the miracle of life and love
once again. Let us all trust
that the resurrection is on its
way – with all the promises
of new life! Until then,
blessings on your Lenten
journey and your turning
away from what binds you.
If you need support and
sustenance along the way,
you know where to come.
-Katrina
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From the Diaconate
Lent, wonderful lent! I
hope you all take the
time to reflect on the
season.
Reach down
deep and find the change
you want to make. Be
thoughtful, be calm, be
in the moment.

Take advantage of all the
wonderful services during this season. My personal favorite is Maundy
Thursday.

brate. We hope to be
celebrating with you!
Faithfully yours,
Pam Rogers
Diaconate Chair

Easter Day filled with
opportunities to cele-

Executive Board News

“Peace is
not the absence of
trouble but
the presence of
God”
church sign
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The Season of Lent is
upon us. During this time
in our Church year, we
are called to reflect, and
question, and examine our
relationship with God.
It’s a highly personal time
for us Christians, as any
self examination requires
us to strip away all outside
influences, and really take
stock of our inner feelings
as they relate to our Faith.
As a Community of Faith,
we made the decision to
“shift” our Sanctuary for
this Lenten Season, so that
during worship, we may all
face our beautiful Jesus
the Good Shepherd window. It was a bold move,
as nothing like this had
ever been tried before in
our 120 year history.
Many of us are simply
amazed at the new look,
and feel, of this space;
how our eyes are immediately drawn to the Good
Shepherd Window as we

enter the room; how the
Sanctuary feels “bigger”,
and yet more intimate at
the same time; how the
natural light from all our
windows seems to be enhanced as we gather there;
how the music sounds so
much fuller, and richer.
This “shift” is not perfect,
as we have some additional changes in lighting,
and sound, and choir
placement, but I am so
proud that our congregation took this step, and we
are “re-aligning” ourselves
towards our Savior for
Lent. Let’s use this time
to bring ourselves ever
closer to Jesus, and all the
wondrous things our Faith
brings us very day, leading
to the miracle of Easter
Morning.
As for Board business, the
major item is our search
for an Interim Minister
during Katrina’s Sabbati-

cal. A small Search Committee that has members
from Pastoral Advice,
Deacons, and the Exe. Bd.
will review our candidates,
conduct interviews, and
decide on our Interim.
Work continues on our
Lift, and new Sign, and
final preparations for our
exciting Artisan’s Day,
scheduled for April 9th.
Curt Logee
Executive Board Chair

Worship in April & May
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April 3: Communion; Katrina preaching
April 10: Sacrament of Baptism & New Members; Katrina preaching
April 17: Palm Sunday; All-ages service; Katrina leading
April 21, 7:30pm: Maundy Thursday Service
April 22, 7:00pm at Acton (center) Congregational: Good Friday Service
April 24, 6am, 8:30am, 10:30am: Easter Services (see below for details)
May 1: Katrina preaching (last day before sabbatical begins)
May 8: Terri’s last day (Sabbatical Interim Pastor begins)
May 15: Sabbatical Interim preaching

Easter Services
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 17, 10:30am
Enter Holy Week with special music & palms. This is an all-ages service; no Sunday
School classes, but nursery care will be available.
Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 21, 7:30pm
A moving, reflective service remembering the last supper and Jesus’ last days; includes
communion and the Order for Tenebrae.
Good Friday Service
Friday, April 22, 7:00pm
A contemplative service that remembers the events of Jesus death; the passion narrative
from John’s gospel will be read. This year it will be held at Acton Congregational
Church in Acton center, and led by pastors from six local churches.

“Worry clutters up tomorrow’s
opportunities with
yesterday’s
troubles”

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 24, 6:00am
Welcome Easter morning outdoors on Great Hill, behind the South Acton fire station.
A casual service for all ages; communion will be shared.
Easter Breakfast
Sunday, April 24, 7-8:30am
After the Sunrise Service or before the Children’s Service, enjoy a potluck breakfast at the church.
Children’s Easter Service
Sunday, April 24, 8:30am
A simple, thirty minute Easter celebration geared for toddlers and younger
children.

Easter Morning Worship
Sunday, April 24, 10:30am
Our traditional Easter service with our favorite hymns and music by
the senior choir. Alleluia!
MA RK INGS
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Confirmation

Youth Group,
Mission Trips
Community

Our confirmands and
mentors are entering the
home-stretch of their
journey! This month
begins with a viewing of
the film, “Oh My God”
on Sunday, April 3,
from 6-8:30pm at the
Banatoski’s home. This
gathering is for youth
and mentors – please
come for as much of the

evening as you can! The
following Sunday,
April 10, is our next
“regularly scheduled”
meting for confirmands
and mentors, from 46pm at the church.
Please remember that
the Confirmands’ Welcome Books are available in the vestry every
Sunday. Into these

“scrapbooks” we invite
everyone to contribute a
note, poem, photo or
memory that can welcome the young person
into our church family
and also serve as a reminder of their journey.

Becky  Ben  Ian  James  Kara  Scott

Join the Church!

“In facing
the
unknown,
hope is as
reasonable
as despair.”

On April 10 we will be
receiving a new member
into our church community! Would you like
to join him?! Membership is not only the way
to become “official” –
Vote at Annual Meeting!
Serve as a Deacon or
Board member! Learn

the secret handshake! –
but is a spiritual step of
commitment. Through
the membership liturgy
you commit to continuing your spiritual journey with your SACC
brothers and sisters, and
in turn, everyone commits to journey with

you, offering support,
love and prayers. If
you’re feeling called to
make this step in your
faith journey, or if you
just have questions,
please speak with
Katrina.

SACC: Who Are We?
Many of you attended our all-day retreat at the end of January led by Rev. Dr. Peter Wells. What a fabulous day! We shared stories and memories, and we distilled
what is most important to us about our church -- what has really touched us about
our community and what is unique about us. Five hardy souls agreed to take the
information and draft statements from that day and try to craft a succinct, memorable and honest statement about "who SACC is."
Below you'll see a *draft* from this team. What do you think? Does this capture
the essence of what you've experienced at SACC? Does it call forth a greater future from us? Let us know your thoughts!

South Acton Congregational Church: We are a Christian community where you are valued and loved just as you are, and where
we grow in faith, serve others and change the world.
MA RK INGS
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Easter lilies and tulips can
be ordered to enhance
our sanctuary Easter
morning. After the service, you can take them
home and enjoy them
there. Order slips will be

available in the bulletins
Sunday mornings or you
can send a check for $11
with ordering instructions
to the church office by
April 17.

Readers for Maundy Thursday

“Probably
the most
profound
thing in the
Bible is
‘Love your
enemies, do
good to
those who
hate you.’
This is what,
to me, is the
essence of

Our Maundy Thursday
Service is one of the
most moving of the year.
In the hush of the dark
sanctuary we share communion and read the
events leading up to the
crucifixion. Traditionally
we have had twelve readers, to represent the

twelve disciples that deserted Jesus on this night.
If you are interested in
being a reader for this
service, please speak with
Katrina. The night of the
service, April 21, we will
meet at 6:45pm to do a
run-through.

Conquering our Fear, Part III
Our journey to manage
fear and anxiety continues on Thursday, April
14 at 7:30pm at the Martins’ home. At our last
meeting we discussed
selections from “Full Catastrophe Living” (Jon
Kabat-Zinn) which explains how mindfulness

and meditation can lead
to greater peace and
awareness of our anxious
thoughts. Everyone is
invited to try his meditation exercises – even for
just two minutes a day! –
and we will share our
experiences, ideas and
questions at this next

Christianity”
~Dave
Brubeck
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Friday Coffee with Katrina
Join Katrina and other
SACC members and
friends at Savory Lane
(Arlington Street in West
Acton center) every Friday
morning from 9:3011:00am. Stop by to share
your thoughts, ideas or
concerns. Remember that
you can also make an ap-

pointment to speak with
Katrina confidentially; just
call the church office to
arrange a time. (Please
note: there will be no coffee on April 22, Good Friday, and the last coffee before Katrina goes in sabbatical will be April 29!)

meeting. Please join us
even if you weren’t able
to attend the previous
two sessions. The readings are available on the
table in the vestry; just
speak with Katrina if you
have any questions!

P AGE

Artisan Fair & Café, Saturday April 9
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Print and/or forward to your friends!

Please join us on Saturday April 9 from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. for an Artisan Fair & Cafe at
South Acton Congregational Church,
35 School Street in S. Acton
Looking for a unique, hand-crafted gift for an anniversary, house-warming, baby shower, birthday, wedding, end-of-the-school-year, hostess gift?
Wide selection of high-quality wares including ~
Live Simply
…

Pottery
soaps
sea glass & recycled jewelry

Give More
…
Expect Lesss

imported scarves pottery
beautiful rag dolls
and more…!
Café will offer delicious salads and heart-warming
soups. Stop by and eat or pick some up to take home.
Beverages and delicious homemade cookies also available.
Parking is available in the lot behind the Acton Fire
Station just a short walk from the church. The building is fully accessible & within walking distance from
the South Acton Commuter Rail stop.
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Rummage/Bake Sale Cooking Party
Consider helping us
make the popular frozen
entrees we will be selling
at our spring rummage/
bake sale. Sign up for
our cooking party on
Monday evening, April
18, Patriot’s Day, from
7:00 – 9:00 PM. It is a
fun event and you will be

helping the church. It
takes place in our church
kitchen.
After we are
done, we treat ourselves
to cookies and beverages.
Sign up either on the
green sheet in the vestry
or contact Judy at
jdmckendry@verizon.net
or
978-897-9541.
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You will be assigned
some ingredients to bring
when you come. You
will receive your shopping list via email or
phone by Friday, April
15. Sign-up deadline is
Wednesday, April 13.

Lowell Spinners Outing—July 13
Though there is still snow
in my yard it is now officially Spring! With its arrival comes the rites of
Spring: longer days, Easter,
spring cleaning, the Boston
Marathon, and baseball!
With that focus, SACC will
be returning to LeLacheur
Park in Lowell to catch the
Spinners play the Williamsport (PA) Crosscutters
(Phillies affilliate) on Friday,
July 15 at 7:05 pm. We had
a great turnout last year
with 35 SACC members
and their friends attending.
Tickets are $10 each (quite
the bargain compared to

Sox games) with half of the
cost going to SACC! Contact Gary Lacroix (978-4860 4 0 6
o r
gaduzabe@yahooo.com) to
reserve your tickets. All
tickets need to be purchased before Memorial
Day so that unused tickets
can be returned to the Spinners.

Spinners game they are a lot
of fun with something entertaining happening between every inning. FYI:
The giveaway that night is a
Spinners piggy bank if you
are one of the first 1000
through the gate.
For more on Spinners baseball see
www.lowellspinners.com

This event should be a great
time for fellowship with
SACC members at the ballpark. By all means, friends,
family, grandparents, etc.
would all be welcome! If
you have never been to a

"Life is not
measured
by the number of
breaths we
take, but by
the moments that
take our
breath
away."
Author

Cleaning Teams
Many thanks to the friends who prayed
for me, sent cards, called and visited. All
was much appreciated at this difficult
time.
~ Eve Campbell

Unknown

4/2 Bill Klauer’s Team
4/9 Jane Epstein’s Team
4/16 Judy Hodge’s Team
4/23 Becky Hadden’s Team
4/30 Tom Porcher’s Team
5/7 Pam Rogers’ Team

MA RK INGS
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SACC Fiscal Update
As most of you know we
entered 2011 facing some
serious financial challenges. While we finished 2010 in the black
by $1,972 we had projected a deficit of over
$21,000 for 2011.
In response our Stewardship committee made an
appeal for you to reconsider your pledge for
this year, and the response has been remarkable.
You responded
with more than $10,000
in additional pledges and
gifts.
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this year’s operating
budget we are now projecting a much more
manageable deficit or
2011
of
$5,300.

The Finance Committee
and Executive Board
then reviewed the status
of our church accounts
and voted to apply funds
from our Memorial Fund
Account to pay for an
interim minister during
Katrina’s sabbatical, and
to use reserve funds
from our Benevolence
Account to defray a portion of our Benevolence
obligation for this year.

Thank you all for your
efforts to reduce our
deficit this year. I am
hopeful that with some
new fundraisers this year
– like the Artisan’s Fair
and Scripps gift cards, we
can reduce the deficit
even
further.

Taking all of these into
account as well as applying the 2010 surplus to

Yours
in
faith,
Gary Lacroix,
SACC Treasurer

"Any fact
facing us is
not as important as
our attitude
toward it,
for that determines
our success
or failure."
Norman
Vincent
Peale
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Katrina’s Sabbatical ~ reprinted by popular demand!
Well, okay, maybe it’s not by
popular demand, but this sabbatical thing is coming up fast, and I
do want to make sure that everyone understands what it’s all about.
I hope it goes without saying, but
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please ask me if you have any
questions about my sabbatical,
what I’ll be doing or what it all
means. You’ll also receive a letter
later in the month with more details! –Katrina

How is a sabbatical different from a vacation?
During a vacation I relax, play and try to forget that I am a pastor! During my sabbatical I will be focused on becoming a better pastor – I will be thinking about SACC all
the time, asking what I need to do in terms of prayer and renewal to come back centered and refreshed. All that I do will be geared towards strengthening my ministry.
Why do pastors get sabbaticals?
I agree that everyone should get a sabbatical! But extended time away became a built-in
part of pastors’ service with congregations because it was found that we simply could not sustain a high level of
spiritual and emotional strength over the long term without time away. My primary job as pastor is to be spiritually
grounded: connected to God, emotionally healthy and centered. Nothing that I do or say will be effective or authentic if this is not in place. Sabbaticals are a way to strengthen that spiritual grounding so one’s ministry remains
engaged and faithful.
What will you do on your sabbatical?
I will be staying at monasteries for extended times of prayer and silence. I will read approximately 20 books on
ministry and pastoral leadership. I will be meeting with my Spiritual Director every week. I will be attending other
churches’ worship services at least once a week. And I will travel to the midwest to visit a couple of innovative
churches that intrigue me.
So what’s the grant money for?
Yes, I received a grant from the Louisville Institute for this pastoral sabbatical. I am very honored to be one of
only 39 recipients! This money will be used to: buy myself a new laptop so I can write while away (my ten year old
specimen broke about 2 years ago!), purchase the 20+ books on my reading list, pay for extra daycare hours for
Noemi while I am away at the monasteries, pay my Spiritual Director for weekly meetings, pay for fees and travel
to three ministerial conferences, and pay for travel and housing costs to the Midwest churches.
What will SACC do during the sabbatical?
Just as sabbaticals provide pastors a time to step away and reflect, congregations can do the same! The weeks in
May and June – before we begin shared services with Boxboro on June 19 – can be a time for SACC to do some
intentional reflection. Time away from a settled pastor is a healthy thing! I would strongly encourage the church to
take the plunge and spend the money to hire a trained interim pastor. A sabbatical only comes around every 5-7
years, so this is a rare and unique opportunity to renew a sense of who you are apart from me!
Brent Bill, Associate Director of the Indianapolis Center for Congregations, quotes a recent study by the Alban
Institute, "The Leadership Situation Facing American Congregations," which says that American clergy and congregations are "caught in a sea change of turmoil and ferment, crisis and opportunity." Bill says: “The turmoil and
crisis shows itself in things such as a shortage of clergy across the American religious landscape, a lowering of the
quality of pastoral leadership, the lack of retention of women in clergy ministry, and [the fact] that 40 percent of
clergy report that they are facing burnout or severe burnout. These all demonstrate the need for taking a serious
look at pastoral sabbaticals. Our work with congregations shows that well-planned sabbaticals strengthen both pastors and congregations [by] giving pastors an opportunity for renewal through intentional study, rest and reflection
as they step away, for a brief period, from the daily demands of congregational life. Pastors return from their sabbaticals with a renewed sense of pastoral purpose and re-energization for the work they feel called to do. That in
turn renews and reenergizes the congregation. It's a win-win situation for both parties.”
MA RK INGS

Editor’s Note—this is an anonymous letter from someone in Japan—no one connected to the church
Hello My Lovely Family and Friends,
First I want to thank you so very much for your concern for me. I am very touched. I also wish to
apologize for a generic message to you all. But it seems the best way at the moment to get my message to you.
Things here in Sendai have been rather surreal. But I am very blessed to have wonderful friends
who are helping me a lot. Since my shack is even more worthy of that name, I am now staying at a
friend's home. We share supplies like water, food and a kerosene heater. We sleep lined up in one
room, eat by candlelight, share stories. It is warm, friendly, and beautiful.
During the day we help each other clean up the mess in our homes. People sit in their cars, looking at
news on their navigation screens, or line up to get drinking water when a source is open. If someone
has water running in their home, they put out sign so people can come to fill up their jugs and buckets.
Utterly amazingly where I am there has been no looting, no pushing in lines. People leave their front
door open, as it is safer when an earthquake strikes. People keep saying, "Oh, this is how it used to
be in the old days when everyone helped one another."
Quakes keep coming. Last night they struck about every 15 minutes. Sirens are constant and helicopters pass overhead often.
We got water for a few hours in our homes last night, and now it is for half a day. Electricity came
on this afternoon. Gas has not yet come on. But all of this is by area. Some people have these things,
others do not. No one has washed for several days. We feel grubby, but there are so much more important concerns than that for us now. I love this peeling away of non-essentials. Living fully on the
level of instinct, of intuition, of caring, of what is needed for survival, not just of me, but of the
entire group.
There are strange parallel universes happening. Houses a mess in some places, yet then a house with
futons or laundry out drying in the sun. People lining up for water and food, and yet a few people out
walking their dogs. All happening at the same time.
Other unexpected touches of beauty are first, the silence at night. No cars. No one out on the
streets. And the heavens at night are scattered with stars. I usually can see about two, but now the
whole sky is filled. The mountains are Sendai are solid and with the crisp air we can see them silhouetted against the sky magnificently.
And the Japanese themselves are so wonderful. I come back to my shack to check on it each day,
now to send this e-mail since the electricity is on, and I find food and water left in my entranceway.
I have no idea from whom, but it is there. Old men in green hats go from door to door checking to
see if everyone is OK. People talk to complete strangers asking if they need help. I see no signs of
fear. Resignation, yes, but fear or panic, no.
They tell us we can expect aftershocks, and even other major quakes, for another month or more.
And we are getting constant tremors, rolls, shaking, rumbling. I am blessed in that I live in a part of
Sendai that is a bit elevated, a bit more solid than other parts. So, so far this area is better off
than others. Last night my friend's husband came in from the country, bringing food and water.
Blessed again.
Somehow at this time I realize from direct experience that there is indeed an enormous Cosmic
evolutionary step that is occurring all over the world right at this moment. And somehow as I experience the events happening now in Japan, I can feel my heart opening very wide. My brother
asked me if I felt so small because of all that is happening. I don't. Rather, I feel as part of something happening that much larger than myself. This wave of birthing (worldwide) is hard, and yet
magnificent.
Thank you again for your care and Love of me, With Love in return, to you all, Anne

