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From Katrina... 

Welcome to South 

Acton Congregational 

Church. The 

foundation of our 

beloved church rests 

on God's unconditional 

love and boundless 

grace. We seek to 

know God and follow 

the teachings of Jesus. 

  

We welcome people of 

every race and culture 

who are young and 

old; single, married 

and divorced. We 

welcome people of 

every physical, mental 

and intellectual ability; 

sexual orientation and 

gender identity; every 

educational 

background and 

economic 

circumstance.  We 

believe diversity 

enriches our faith 

community. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wuensch 

The Season of Lent is al-
most upon us! And I am 
very excited! I love Lent! 
Sure, it’s not always easy or 
joyful. It’s not supposed to 
be – Lent asks something of 
us. It can be demanding. It’s 
not always cheery. It tells us 
the truth, even when it’s 
hard. But it’s a beautiful, 
rich and deeply moving sea-
son that’s good for our 
souls the same way that a 
painfully honest movie 
might be: we may cry along 
the way but it leaves us feel-
ing refreshed and somehow 
more alive and determined 
to do good. 
 Traditionally, Lent 
calls us to reflection, self-
examination, and confes-
sion. It’s the time for our 
spiritual tune-up, for getting 
our inner life back in order. 
It’s the time to take note of 
where we are with God and 
re-orient ourselves back to 
where we feel truly called. 
It’s the time to repent – to 
turn – and change our habits 
that block out the divine 
light. In Lent we’re called to 
examine our lives and con-
fess our missteps and 

change our ways, to turn 
back to God, back to the 
ways of wholeness and 
truth. 
 Yes, Lent is about 
turning! As one writer put it: 
“In the New Testament, the 
word metanoia is often trans-
lated as ‘repentance.’ But 
this kind of repentance is 
not about regret or guilt or 
shame; it implies making a 
decision to turn around, to 
face a new direction, to turn 
toward the light.” In that 
spirit, we will literally turn 
our lives around for Lent! 
When you arrive for wor-
ship on March 13, the first 
Sunday of Lent, you may 
find yourself disoriented, 
confused, and lost – in the 
wilderness! That’s because 
we will have turned the 
pews to face the Shepherd 
Window. That’s right, for 
the season of Lent we will 
be embodying this call to 
r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  r e -
orientation by turning our 
focus and attention to Je-
sus... literally! 
 T h e  E x e c u t i v e 
Board, the Deacons and the 
Music/Worship Team have 

been discussing and plan-
ning this “turning” for many 
months. We are excited to 
experience this change, and 
see how it brings us together 
in worship and how it 
changes our spiritual focus. 
We have a crack team ad-
dressing issues of accessibil-
ity, egress, the sound system 
and the hearing aid loop. 
Will all these logistics come 
off perfectly? Probably not. 
Might we feel like we are in 
the wilderness the first cou-
ple of Sundays? Perhaps. 
But that is the nature of a 
true journey, and I believe 
that this experiment is the 
perfect way to more fully 
enter Lent – our bodies will 
enact the call to repentance 
and change to which the 
season calls us. 
 I look forward to 
seeing you in worship this 
Lent, and invite you to 
come and turn with us! – and 
then continue your journey 
through the wilderness, to 
the cross and beyond. 
 
~Katrina 
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Executive Board News 

From the Diaconate 

M A R K I N G S  

A general thank you to 
all those who help our 
church run...THANK 
YOU!   
 
Please listen for ways to 
help around church—
the Rummage Sale—The 
Artisans Fair—bake 

sales—SACC moves—
we are a community that 
helps each other.  A 
community that cares. 
Let’s not lose site of that.  
 
The deacons are always 
here to listen and to help 
as well.  Let us know if 

there is anything we can 
do for YOU! 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Pam Rogers 
Diaconate Chair 

At our last meeting, we 
again discussed Ed 
Rosser’s idea to change 
the Sanctuary, so all of us 
will be “re-oriented” to 
face the Good Sheppard 
window.  After much dis-
cussion on the timing of 
this change, we decided 
the Season of Lent would 
be a perfect time to try 
this new alignment.  Ash 
Wednesday is March 9th, 
so on Saturday the 12th, a 
hearty team of men and 
women will perform the 
difficult task of completely 
changing our pews, pulpit, 
carpets, communion table, 
sound system, and piano 
to face that beautiful win-
dow.   
  
This change will be for all 
of Lent. After that time we 
will have a discussion, and 
if we decide we all love 
this change, we will keep it 
in place.  If we decide it is 
not for us, we will go back 
to exactly what we had 

before.  Either way, the 
decision will be up to us as 
a Congregation to deter-
mine. 
  
Our work on the Lift is 
almost complete, and it 
should be operational 
again within a month.  We 
are also moving ahead on 
the new Sign, and are still 
targeting this spring for its 
installation.  The Artisan’s 
Day is shaping up very 
nicely with nearly 20 tables 
sold, and it look like this 
new venture will prove to 
be an exciting day for all.   
  
Our Congregational Re-
treat was very well re-
ceived, with positive feel-
ings from all who at-
tended.  Our thanks again 
to Rev. Peter Wells, for 
leading us on that Satur-
day.  From the meeting, 
we have assigned a 
“writing team” to finish 
the work of providing us a 
clear vision statement.  

This document will help 
us define exactly who we 
are as a Congregation. We 
can then move forward 
this Fall with an outreach 
into our community to 
help build our church. 
  
Finally, our continual ef-
forts to reduce the deficit 
are paying off, with the 
2nd offering letter yielding 
very good results.  We still 
have a tall order in front 
of us, but through the 
generosity of all our mem-
bers, and our various fund 
raisers, we are confident 
we will bring this deficit 
well under control. 
  
  
Curt Logee 
Executive Board Chair 

 

 

 

 

Faith is like 

radar that 

sees 

through the 

fog."  

Corrie Ten 

Boom 
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Worship in March 
March 6: Communion; Mission Trip Youth lead worship 

March 9: Ash Wednesday Service (7:30pm, at SACC) 

March 13: Katrina preaching (daylight savings begins!) 

March 20: Terri Taylor preaching 

March 27: Baptism; Katrina preaching 

Conquering our Fear Book Group, Part II 
NEW DATE! 
On Thursday, March 17 
at 7:30pm at the Martins’ 
home we’ll discuss selec-
tions from “Full Catastro-
phe Living” by Jon Kabat-
Zinn, a near classic in the 
area of mindfulness and 
the mind-body connec-
tion. He specifically ad-
dresses managing our fear 
and anxiety. Copies of the 

relevant chapters are avail-
able in the vestry, or call 
the church office if you’d 
like it mailed to you. (I’ve 
moved this gathering 2 
weeks later so that it falls 
during Lent, which feels 
like a more appropriate 
time for this topic. Also, 
we can enjoy celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day together!  
-Katrina)  

Friday Coffee with Katrina 
Join Katrina and other 
SACC members and 
friends at Savory Lane 
(Arlington Street in West 
Acton center) every Friday 
morning from 9:30-
11:00am. Stop by to share 
your thoughts, ideas or 
concerns. Remember that 

you can also make an ap-
pointment to speak with 
Katrina confidentially; just 
call the church office to 
arrange a time. (Please 
note: there will be no cof-
fee on April 22, Good 
Friday.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith is a 

passionate 

intuition."  

William 

Wordsworth 

Prayer Partners 
Have you 
a l w a y s 
wanted to 
d e e p e n 
y o u r 

prayer life? Are you un-
sure of how to pray? Do 
you want God in your life 

but don’t know how 
prayer would help? If so, 
Lent is the perfect time to 
try a new spiritual disci-
pline, and doing so with a 
“buddy” is a great way to 
learn and be held account-
able! All prayer partners 

would have an initial gath-
ering together, agree to try 
praying daily, and then 
meet in pairs once a week 
(for about 30 minutes) 
until Easter. Please con-
tact Katrina if you are in-
terested. 



 

 

Youth Group,  

Mission Trips  

Community  
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"Once you 

choose 

hope, 

anything's 

possible."  

Christopher 

Reeve 

Confirmation 
This month our confir-
mands and mentors will 
enter the season of 
Lent together. On 
Wednesday, March 9,  
we will gather at 
6:30pm for conversa-
tion and pizza, and 
then attend the Ash 
Wednesday Service to-
gether. The next meet-

ing this month, March 
27, will be with confir-
mands only. Also, 
watch your email for 
the announcement of 
the date for our viewing 
of the film, “Oh My 
God.” Please remem-
ber that the Confir-
m a n d s ’  W e l c o m e 
Books are available in 

the vestry every Sun-
d a y .  I n to  th e s e 
“scrapbooks” we invite 
everyone to contribute 
a note, poem, photo or 
memory that can wel-
come the young person 
into our church family 
and also serve as a re-
minder of their journey. 

 Becky  �   Ben  �  Ian   �   James  �   Kara  �  Scott  

Let’s Not Run Out of Toilet Paper... 
Costco and/or BJ 
members read on.  A 
simple, no stress way to 
volunteer at church.   
 
Hi, I am looking for 
someone who is willing 
to take over my role as 
Church Buyer. Basically 
it entails checking 

church supplies a couple 
times a month, and 
picking up needed paper 
goods, soap etc at BJ's 
or Costco.  If you would 
be willing to serve 
SACC this way, please 
let me know and I'll 
show you the ropes!  
Thank you!   

Heid i  Sch umach er 
w.g.schumacher@verizo
n.net, 978-264-4263. 
 

Mission Trip 
On Thursday, Febru-
ary 24 through Sun-
day, February 27, sev-
enteen youth and adults 
were serving in rural 
Maine! This astounding 
program includes a 
soup kitchen, food pan-
try, craft store, daycare, 
transitional housing, 
organic garden, training 

in woodworking, weav-
ing and pottery, a saw 
mill and shop where 
lumber and cabinets are 
made for the homes 
they build. Don’t miss 
worship on March 6 
when our youth will 
lead the service and 
share their experiences. 
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From the Stewardship Team 
     We usually think of 
Stewardship as some-
thing that takes place in 
the Fall, after Rally Sun-
day but before Advent.  I 
love the messages from 
our members during 
Sunday Worship, and the 
Stewardship letter. The 
budget sessions are 
harder to love! And this 

year, the Stewardship 
team has been put in a 
tough position.  We de-
cided  to send a second 
Stewardship letter, pro-
longing  the conversa-
tions about money. Our 
initial pledges may not 
cover our expenses this 
year.  If you are able to 
add to your pledge, or to 

send a one-time gift, you 
have our deepest thanks. 
We have pledge forms 
and gift forms for you 
here in Markings. 
 
Kelly Donahue 
Stewardship Chair  
for 2012 

2011 Gift Form – South Acton Congregational Church 

35 School Street, Acton, MA 01720 
 

 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Town: _______________________ State: _____ Zip Code: ______________ 
 

Phone Number: ______________ Email address: _____________________ 
 
I/We wish to support the mission of South Acton Congregational Church with the  
following gift for 2011: $ ___________  
 
 
__ Please have the pastor call or visit 
__ Thanks for asking but I prefer not to give a gift at this time. 

"We've been 

warned 

against 

offering the 

people of 

this nation 

false hope. 

But in the 

unlikely 

story that is 

America, 

there has 

never been 

anything 

false about 

hope." 

Barack 

Obama 
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The pessimist 

sees diffi-

culty in every 

opportunity. 

The optimist 

sees the op-

portunity in 

every diffi-

culty. 

Winston 

Churchill 

M A R K I N G S  

Artisan Fair & Café, Saturday April 9 
Print and/or forward to your friends! 
 
 

Please join us on Saturday April 9 from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. for an Artisan Fair & Cafe at  

South Acton Congregational Church,  
35 School Street in S. Acton 

 
Looking for a unique, hand-crafted gift for an anni-
versary, house-warming, baby shower, birthday, wed-
ding, end-of-the-school-year, hostess gift?  
 
Wide selection of  high-quality wares including ~ 
 
Pottery  
       soaps   
                             sea glass & recycled jewelry  
  
imported scarves pottery          
                                    
                                     beautiful rag dolls  
and more…! 
 
Parking is available in the lot behind the Acton Fire 
Station just a short walk from the church. The build-
ing is fully accessible & within walking distance from 
the South Acton Commuter Rail stop.  
 
Attention Artisans - We are still accepting vending 
applications: $30 per table, shared tables welcomed! 
If  interested please email June Taylor at 
info@southactoncc.org. 



3/5  Tom Porcher’s Team 
3/12 Pam Roger’s Team 

3/19 Marilyn Dow’s Team 
3/26  Angela Aaronson’s Team  

4/2    Bill Klauer’s Team 
 

Cleaning Teams 
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Homelessness Forum 
Family homelessness re-
mains a severe crisis in 
Massachusetts, with re-
cord high foreclosures 
and layoffs. Over 33,000 
families applied for emer-
gency shelter last year.  
To find out what you can 
do to help, please con-
sider attending the sev-

enth annual forum of the 
Advocacy Network to 
End Family Homeless-
ness, on Sunday, March 
6th at Trinitarian Con-
gregational Church, 54 
Walden St., Concord, 
from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M.  
Attendees will learn of 
the successes, innova-

tions, and future growth 
plans of the regional pilot 
network programs, which 
focus on avoiding family 
homelessness through 
prevention and also rapid 
re-housing of families 
from shelters.  This fo-
rum is free and open to 
all. 

"Most of the 

important 

things in 

the world 

have been 

accom-

plished by 

people who 

have kept 

on trying 

when there 

seemed to 

be no hope 

at all."  

Dale  

Carnegie 

Thank you! 
My Deacon Bill brought me a beautiful poinsettia for Christmas.  I am 
still enjoying it.  Bill is always there for me, along with Amber.  I appre-
ciated the Junior Choir coming and singing carols to me.  Thanks to 
Amber and the busy mothers that came with them.  I am fortunate to 
belong to a church that is always there for me.  Thank you for always 
being there for me.  Love, Charlotte (Wetherbee) 

Don’t forget!  Daylight Savings Time 
3/13—”Spring ahead” an 
hour!  Set your clocks 
ahead an hour before you 
go to sleep so you don’t 
miss church! 

Seeking a Long-Term Rental 
Kelsey and I have to 
move in June and my 
son Tanner may be mov-
ing in with us.  
I'm looking for a long-
term rental property if 
possible. Seeking part of 
a house not a  complex 
or apartment building. 
Need 2-3 bedrooms. 
Prefer West Concord for 
the train but will get 
transportation for Kelsey 

to the W. Concord train 
if a property is available 
in South or West Acton. 
Kelsey will be reliant on 
public transportation 
when she starts school in 
the fall. I'm open to 
ideas, locations and 
properties. Any leads or 
info, please contact Kim 
S w a n 
kswan08@gmail.com 
978.263.1770 


